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CHx\P.  I, 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  SUMMONS  THE  DUKE  OF 
BRITTANY     TO     DELIVER     UP     SIR     PETER     DE 

.  CRAON.— HIS  ANSWER  NOT  BEING  SATISFAC- 
TORY,    THE     KING      DECLARES    WAR    AGAINST 

HIM. THE  king's    UNCLES   MURMUR  AT  THE 

GREAT  RICHES  OF  THE  CONSTABLE,  WHICH 
WERE     DISCLOSED    BY    HIS    WILL. 

TNTELLIGENCE  was  brought  to  the  king  of 
■^  France  fome  days  after  the  aflalTination  of  the 
conftable,  that  the  duke  of  Brittany  had  received 
fir  Peter  de  Craon.  His  moft  confidential  coun- 
fellors  advifed  him  to  fend  inftantly  to  the  duke 
of  Brittany,  and  fummon  him,  on  his  faith  and 
homage,  Ihould  that  falfe  traitor  to  the  crown  of 
France,  fir  Peter  de  Craon,  be  in  any  parts  of 
Brittany,  to  arrell  him  and  fend  \i\va  without  delay 
to  France. 
Vol.  XI.  B  When 


When  thefe  letters  were  written  and  fealed,  they 
were  given  to  one  of  the  king's  meflengcrs,  who 
fet  out  for  Brittany,  and  found  the  duke  at  his 
caftle  of  Ermine,  near  Vannes.  The  duke,  having 
received  and  read  the  letters,  told  the  meffenger 
he  would  write  an  anfwer  to  the  king.  The  fub- 
fiance  of  it  was,  that  he  excufed  himfelf  from 
knowing  any  thing  of  fir  Peter  de  Craon,  or  where 
he  was  ;  nor  did  he  wilh  to  know  any  thing,  for 
it  was  no  concern  of  his  j  and  that,  as  to  fir  Peter's 
hatred  and  quarrel  with  fir  Oliver  de  Cliflbn,  It 
no  way  touched  or  regarded  him,  and  he  entreated 
the  king  to  hold  him  excufed.  When  this  anfwer 
had  been  properly  drawn  up  and  fealed,  it  was 
given  to  the  meflenger,  who  returned  with  it  to 
Paris.  The  king  and  his  council  were  impatient 
to  receive  the  duke's  anfwer  j  and,  when  the  let- 
ters were  delivered  to  the  king,  he  attentively 
read  them,  and  turning  to  his  brother,  the  duke 
of  Touraine,  and  the  council,  faid,  *  This  is  not 
fatisfadory.'  Others  replied,  that  the  duke  of 
Brittany  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  mifchief. 
The  king  and  the  duke  of  Touraine  declared, 
that  fuch  an  outrage  was  too  great  to  be  lightly 
pafled  over,  and  was  a  direO:  attack  on  the  royai 
majelly  of  France, 

The  duke  of  Berry  was  at  this  time  in  Paris, 
and,  in  his  frequent  vifits  to  the  palace,  the  king 
talked  much  to  him  concerning  the  crime  of  fir 
Peter  de  Craon.  The  duke  replied  j  *  My  lord, 
he  has  certainly  committed  a  great  outrage  j  and, 
if  it  were  known  where  he  was,  I  would  advife 

that 


that  he  "be  arrefled  and  punifhed  for  it.*  *  Good 
tincic/  faid  the  king,  *  he  is  now  with  the  duke  in 
Brittany,  and  nowhere  elfe  :  we  are  determined  to 
march  thither,  and  you  Ihall  accompany  lis.*  The 
duke  of  Berry  afiented,  though  he  was  diflembling 
fiis  real  lentiments,  and  added,  '  My  lord,  we  muft 
have  our  good  brother  of  Burgundy  alfo  widi  us.* 
^  We  will  have  him,"  replied  the  king,  ^  for  we 
will  not  go  without  him ;  and  our  army  fhall  be 
of  ftrengch  fufficient  to  conquer  all  our  enemies. 
We  now  clearly  fee,  that  this  duke  of  Brittany 
neither  loves  nor  efleems  us.  Good  uncle,  he  is 
very  proud  and  prefumptuous  j  and  we  will  not 
attend  to  any  other  affair  until  we  have  brought 
him  to  reafon.'  Thus  did  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Berry  converfe  together  :  the  duke  affented  to 
every  thing  his  nephew  propofed,  though  deter- 
minedj  in  his  own  mind,  to  aft  in  oppolition  to  it. 

The  king  of  France  was  too  earneft  in  his  de- 
fire  to  revenge  the  infult  offered  his  conftable,  and 
■was  daily  prefTmg  forward  the  preparations  for  his 
expedition  to  Brittany.  He  was  to  march  firft  into 
Anjou,  to  deftroy  all  the  caftles  and  poffefTions 
held  there  by  fir  Peter  de  Craon,  notwithftanding 
the  duke  of  Brittany  claimed  them  for  his  own  by 
purchafe.  The  king  and  his  council  anfwered, 
that  he  had  never  had  poffeffion  given  him  of  them  ; 
and  that,  from  having  fupported  and  protefled 
fir  Peter  de  Craon,  he  had  incurred  perfonally  the 
indignation  of  the  crown  of  France,  although  a 
marriage  had  this  feafon  been  formed  between  the 
fon  of  the  duke  and  a  princefs  of  France* 

B  2  While 


While  thefc  preparations  were  going  forward, 
and  die  rumour  of  die  king's  expedition  againft 
Brittany  was  every  where  talked  of  in  France,  the 
bifhop  of  Noyon  and  the  lord  de  la  Riviere  re- 
turned to  Paris,  having  fulfilled  their  miflion  to 
Beam  and  Foix.  They  related  to  the  king  and 
council  what  they  had  done ;  but  the  affairs  of 
Brittany  occupied  fo  entirely  the  time  of  the  coun- 
cil, that  they  could  not  attend  to  any  thing  elfe  j 
and  the  king  was  impatient  for  tlie  conftable  to  be 
fufficiently  recovered  to  mount  his  horfe. 

Before  the  king  left  Paris,  he  commanded  the 
very  handfome  hotel  fir  Oliver  de  Craon  had,  near 
the  church-yard  of  St.  John,  to  be  razed  to  the 
ground,  and  the  fpot  given  for  an  addition  to  the 
church  yard.  The  king  ordered  large  provifion 
of  ftores  to  be  made  on  the  roads  to  Anjou,  Maine, 
Touraine,  Brittany,  and  along  the  banks  of  the 
Loire,  ready  for  his  intended  expedition  3  for  no 
one  dared  make  any  oppofition  to  it. 

It  was  well  known  in  Paris,  and  likewife  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  that  fir  Oliver  de 
Cliflbn,  conftable  of  France,  had  made  his  will^ 
in  order  that,  in  cafe  of  death  from  his  wounds, 
his  heirs  might  know  where  to  leek  for  his  wealth. 
He  had  but  two  children,  both  females,  one  mar- 
ried to  John  of  Brittany,  count  de  Penthievre, 
whom  he  had  ranfomed  from  Ensjland  for  fix  fcore 
thoufand  francs  paid  to  the  duke  of  Ireland,  as 
has  been  related.  His  other  daughter  was,  or 
would  be,  vifcountefs  de  Rohan,  in  right  of  her 
hufband.     The  whole  of  his  money  and  moveable 

property. 


property,  without  including  any  part  of  his  heri- 
tage, amounted  to  feventeen  hundred  thoufand 
francs,  to  the  great  ailonifhment  of  all  who  heard 
it,  as  to  the  means  by  which  he  had  been  able  to 
amafs  fo  large  a  fiim.  The  dukes  of  Berry  and 
Burgundy,  in  particular,  were  much  furprifed,  as 
well  as  their  councils,  for  the  conftable  was  not 
any  way  in  favour  with  them  ;  fo  that,  when  among 
themfelves,  they  thus  fpoke  very  freely  on  the 
fubjefb  :  '  How  the  devil  can  this  conftable  have 
collefbed  fuch  an  immenfe  fum  of  florins,  and 
fuch  fplendid  furniture  ?  The  king  of  France  has 
nothing  like  it.  We  muft  fuppofe  that  it  has  not 
been  lawfully  acquired.'  This  pafTed  off;  but 
thofe  who  hated  him  did  not  think  the  lefs  of  it. 

The  king  was  ftili  at  Paris,  though  his  prepa- 
rations were  ready ;  and  all  who  had  been  fum- 
raoned  to  accompany  the  expedition  to  Byittany 
were  affembling  accordingly.  The  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy was,  however,  much  vexed  at  this  war, 
faying  it  was  made  without  reafon,  and  would  end 
badly  y  for  neither  France  aor  Brittany,  nor  their 
knights  and  fquires,  were  any  way  concerned  in 
the  quarrel  between  fir  Oliver  de  ClIlTon  and  fir 
Peter  de  Graon  j  nor  had  they  any  bufmefs  to  make 
war  on  their  account,  but  fhould  let  them  fight  it 
out  themfelves,  without  thus  deftroying  and  ha- 
rafTing  the  poor  of  both  countries.  Xhe  duke  of 
Berry  was  of  the  fame  opinion ;  buj;  they  could 
not  be  heard^  for  the  king  had  other  counfcllors  to 
whom  he  liftened  in  preference..  They  knew  not, 
therefore^  how  to  prevent  the  war  from  taking 
B  3  place. 
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place,  and,  when  they  faw  the  king  was  obftinatcly 
bent  upon  it,  they  obeyed,  but  as  flowly  as  they 
could,  I  heard,  and  believe  it  true,  that,  through 
the  intervention  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the 
count  d'Oftrevant  was  fummoned  by  tlie  king  of 
France  to  attend  him  with  three  hundred  lances : 
the  count,  who  loved  arms,  made  his  preparations, 
and  fummoned  his  valTals,  but,  when  he  had  com- 
pleted every  thing  at  a  great  expenfe,  he  received 
counter-qrders,  not  to  flir. 


CHAP.  II. 

•THE     DUKE     OF     TOUJRAINE     IS     CREATED    DUK2 

OF    ORLEANS. THE    CONSTABLE    OF    FRANCE 

BEING  RECOVERED,  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE 
ADVANCES  TO  MANS,  WITH  THE  INTENTION 
OF  CONTINUING  HIS  MARCH,  TO  MAKE  WAR 
ON   THE    DUKE    OF    BRITTANY. 

^ITZHEN  all  things  were  ready  for  the  king's 
departure  from  Paris,  an  exchange  of  lands 
was  inadp  between  the  king  and  the  duke  of 
Touraine,  but  this  exchange  was  greatly  in  favour 
of  the  duke  j  for  he  furrendered  to  his  brother  the 
duchy  of  Touraine  and  its  dependancies,  receiving, 
in  return,  the  duchy  of  Orleans,  which  was  of  four 
times  the  valuer  on  the  fame  terms  and  conditions 
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that  Philip,  duke  of  Orleans,  had  formerly  held  Lt. 
We  ihall  henceforward  call  him  duke  of  Orleans. 

The  king  was  fo  pleafed  when  fir  Oliver  de 
Cliflbn  had  recovered  from  his  wounds  fuffi- 
ciently  to  ride  that  he  faid  he  would  now  fet 
out  from  Paris  to  Brittany,  to  fhew  he  made  the 
quarrel  his  own.  In  confcquence,  he  and  the  duke 
of  Orleans  took  leave  of  the  queen,  the  duchefs, 
and  the  other  ladies  and  damfels  who  were  at  the 
hotel  de  Saint  Pol,  and  went  that  night  to  the 
houfe  of  his  minifter,  Montagu,  where  they  fupped 
and  lay.  The  duke  of  Bourbon,  the  count  de 
Namur  and  the  lord  de  Coucy,  went  with  them. 
I  know  not  if  they  all  lay  there,  but  the  king  did 
fo  and  dined  there  on  the  morrow.  In  the  after- 
noon, he  departed  in  handfome  array,  and  fupped 
and  lay  at  St.  Germain-en-laye,  where  he  remained 
feveral  days,  At  this  period,  according  to  she 
report  of  his  phyficians,  the  king's  health  was  not 
good ;  but,  he  was  fo  impatient  to  carry  on  the 
war,  he  declared  his  health  was  better  than  theirs. 
This  he  faid  to  pufh  forward  the  bufinefs ;  for  his 
two  uncles  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  were  ftill  be- 
hind, and  /hewed  clearly  the  expedition  was  con- 
trary to  their  opinion,  and  that  willingly  they 
would  avoid  going  with  him.  They  had,  how- 
ever, ifllied  fummons  to  their  vafTals,  for  they 
were  bound  i^  honour  to  accompany  the  king. 

When  the  king  had  fojourned  at  St.  Germain 
for  fifteen  days,  and  the  different  lords  were  ar- 
rived, or  on  the  road,  he  was  advifed  to  depart. 
He  did  fo,  crofled  the  Seine,  and,  marching  for 
B  4  Chartres, 
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Chartres,  arrived  at  Auneau,  a  good  town  and 
handfome  caftlcj   that  belonged  to  the  lord  de  Id 
Riviere   in   right  of  his  wife.     In  company  with 
him  were  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bourbon.     The 
lord  de  la  Riviere  received  the  king  and  thefe  lords 
vciy  magnificently,  as  he  was  well  able  to  do,  and 
they  remained  his  guefts  for  three  days.     On  the 
fourth  day  they  departed,  and  went  to  Chartres, 
of  which  place  the  brother  of  Montagu  was  bifhop. 
The  king,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  duke  of 
Bourbon  were  lodged  in  the  epifcopal  palace.     On 
the  fecond  day,  the  duke  of  Berry,  and  the  count 
de  la  Marche  came  there  -,  but  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy was  Hill  behind.     He  had  begun  his  jour- 
ney,  and  on  the  fourth  day  arrived,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the   king.     Men   at  arms  were  pouring  in 
from  all  quarters ;  and  the  king  faid  he  would 
never  return  to  Paris  until  he  had  made  this  duke 
of  Brittany    liften   to    reafon,  who    had    fo   often 
given  him  plague  and  vexation.     There  were  too 
many    about  the   king,  who  urged  him  on  ;    fo 
that  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  who  wifhed 
for  more  moderate  counfels,  were  not  attended  to. 
Thii  created  a  difgufl  in  them  and  their  advifers  j 
and  they  faid  among  themfelves,  that  public  affairs 
could  not  long  remain  in   their  prefcnt  hazardous 
and    unfettled  circumftances,   and   that   the    king 
was  cutting  out  for  himfelf  and  kingdom  work 
enough,  when  he  reje(5led  the  advice  of  his  uncles 
and  liftened  to  others  of  little  weight. 

After  ftaying  about  feven  days  in  Chartres,  he 
departed  for  Mans.     He  was  followed  by   men 

at 
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at  arms  from  Artois,  Beauvais,  Vermandois  and 
Picardy,  and  other  diflant  countries.  They  faid 
when  together, — *  How  comes  this  duke  of  Brit- 
tany to  give  us  fo  much  trouble.  He  is  full  of 
pride,  and  has  never  has  been  truly  affedfionate  to 
the  crown  of  France.  If  it  had  not  been  for  his 
coufin,  the  late  earl  of  Flanders,  who  fupported 
him,  and  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  who  does  fo 
at  this  moment,  he  would  long  ago  have  been 
deftroyed.  He  never  could  bear  the  lord  de  Clif- 
fon  from  the  moment  he  quitted  the  Englifh  party, 
and  is  greatly  to  blame  now  in  afiifling  fir  Peter 
de  Craon  againft  the  king  and  the  conftable.* 
Others  replied, — *  Let  the  king  alone  ;  for  he  has 
taken  this  bufinefs  fo  much  to  heart,  he  will  make 
the  duke  repent  of  it  before  he  return.'  *  That 
he  will,'  faid  others,  *  if  there  be  no  treachery  in 
his  way.  Do  you  fuppofe  that  all  who  now  ac- 
company him  are  enemies  to  the  duke  of  Brittany  ? 
Certainly  not ;  for,  whatever  they  may  dare  fay, 
they  Ihew  their  intentions  too  openly  by  their  ac- 
tions. They  are  plotting  night  and  day  how  they 
may  prevent  this  expedition,  and  they  harafs  the 
king  fo  much,  it  will  be  well  if  he  keep  his 
health.' 

Such  y/ere  the  converfations  of  the  men  at  arms 
on  their  march,  following  the  king  to  Maine.  The 
king,  on  his  arrival  at  Mans,  was  lodged  in  the 
caftle,  and  his  lords  in  the  town  as  well  as  the 
itate  of  its  accommodations  would  allow.  The 
army  fpread  themfelves  abroad  in  the  plains,  which 

were 
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were  rich  and  good  lodging  for  men  at  arms.  The 
king  and  his  court  remained  in  the  city  of  Mans 
upwards  of  three  weeks,  for  the  king  v;as  in  a  very 
/everifh  ftate  and  unfit  to  ride. 

The  phyficians  told  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his 
uncles,  that  the  king  was  oppreffed  with  too  much 
bufinefs,  and  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  go  through 
it ;  that  reft  and  quiet  were  abfolutely  neceflary, 
for  that  ever  fince  he  had  left  Amiens  after  the 
conferences,  his  health  had  not  been  lb  good  as  it 
was  formerly.  The  king's  uncles  remonftrated  on 
all  this  with  the  council,  for  the  king  would  not 
pay  any  attention  to  what  the  phyficians  faid ;  and 
he  was  fo  impatient  to  carry  the  war  into  BrittanVj^ 
he  told  his  uncles,  that  he  was  always  better  when 
on  horfeback,  than  when  doing  nothing,  and 
added,  *  Whoever  advifes  me  to  the  contrary  will 
highly  difpleafe  me,  and  ihew  he  has  not  any 
love  for  me.*  This  was  ail  the  anfwer  he  would 
give.  Every  day  there  was  a  council  holden, 
which  lafted  until  noon,  or  beyond  it;  and  th,e 
king  would  always  be  prefent,  to  check  any  de- 
lays being  made  to  the  expedition  into  Brittany. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  in. 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE,  DURING  HIS  STAY  AT 
MANS,  AGAIN  SENDS  SOME  NOBLE  PERSON- 
AGES TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BRITTANY,  WITH 
ORDERS  TO  DISMISS  SIR  PETER  DE  CRAON.— 
THE  KING  IS  INFORMED  THAT  SIR  PETER 
IS  ARRESTED  AT  BARCELONA  BY  COMMAND 
OF    THE    QUEEN    OF    ARRAGON. 

^T^HE  king  was  advifed,  during  his  ftay  at 
•*•  Mans,  to  which  he  aflented,  out  of  affeftion 
for  his  uncles,  to  fend  four  knights  to  Brittany. 
They  were  to  remonftrate  ftrongly  with  the  duke, 
on  the  part  of  the  king  and  council,  how  greatly 
he  had  mifbehaved  by  affording  an  afylum  to  an 
enemy  of  the  king  and  realm  -,  and  that,  if  he 
were  delirous  to  acknowledge  his  fault,  and  make 
amends  for  it,  he  muft  fend  Sir  Peter  de  Craon  to 
Mans,  when  they  would  endeavour  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  king,  and  prevent  this  expedition 
from  doiiig  harm  to  him  or  to  his  country. 

According  to  what  I  heard,  fir  Reginald  de 
Roye,  the  lord  de  Varenciers,  the  lord  de  Cha- 
teau-morant  and  fir  Taupin  de  Cantemclle,  go- 
vernor of  Gifors,  were  ordered  on  this  million. 
They  left  the  city  of  Mans  with  forty  lances,  and, 
having  pafTed  through  Angers,  journeyed  on  to 
Nantes,  when,  having  entered  the  town,  they 
found  there  the  duke.  He  gave  them  a  good  wel- 
come. 
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come,  and  entertained  them  with  a  fplendid  din- 
ner ;  but,  before  this,  they  had  fulfilled  their  com- 
miffion,  and  had  ably  explained  to  him  the  objedt 
of  their  coming,  and  what  the  king  and  council 
had  ordered  them   to  fay.     The  duke  anfwered 
prudently   and  nobly,    *  that  he   would   be   moft 
happy  to  arreft  and  give  up  to  the  king  fir  Peter 
de  Craon,  but,  as  God  might  help  him,  he  neither 
knew  where  he  was,  nor  what  he  was  about :  he 
therefore  entreated  thefe  lords  to  make  his  peace, 
for  he  had  affured  them  of  the  truth,'  adding,  *  he 
had  heard,  upwards  of  a  year  ago,  fir  Peter  de 
Craon  declare,    that   fir  Oliver  de   Cliflbn  hated 
him  fo   mortally,  he  would  attack  him   the  firft 
favourable  opportunity,  with  all  the  force  he  could 
mufter,  let  the  event  be  what  it  would.     When 
he  told  me  this,  I  afked  if  he  had  notified  this  to 
fir  Oliver  :  he  faid  he  had,    and  had  fent  him  hia 
defiance,  adding,  that  he  would  put  him  to  deaths 
by  day  or  night,  the  very  firfl:  time  he  met  him. 
I  know    nothing  further   of  the  matter,  and  ani 
furprifed  that  my  lord  fliould  think  of  making  war 
on  me  for  this  caufe.     Begging  his  pardon,   I  do 
not  feel  that  1  am  any  way  fo  blameable,  eithei^ 
towards  him  or  the  kingdom  of  France,  that  war 
fhould  be  declared  againft  me ;  for  never  will  I 
infringe,  if  it  pleafe  God,   the  alliances  that  have 
been  entered  into  between  us,  as  well  in  regard  to 
the  marriage  of  our  children,  as  refpet^ing  other 
matters.' 

This  was  the  anfwer  the  French  knights  received 
from  the  duke  of  Brittany  i  and,  when  they  had 
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dined  with  him,  and  remained  one  day  more  at 
Nantes,  they  took  leave,  and  fee  out  on  their  re  • 
turn  the  way  they  had  come. 

The  king  and  council  were  impatient  for  their 
arrival,  to  hear  the  duke's  anfwer.  What  you 
have  jufl:  heard,  the  knights  repeated  to  the  king, 
and  to  thofe  interefred,  from  the  duke  of  Brit- 
t2ny.  The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  were 
■well  fatisfied  with  it,  and  would  have  perfuaded 
others  to  be  fo  like  wife,  faying  the  anfwer  was 
proper  and  reafonable.  But  the  king  declared 
that,  from  the  information  he  had  received,  he 
was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  fince  he  was  come 
fo  far,  he  would  never  return  to  Paris  until  he 
had  humbled  the  duke  of  Brittany. 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  would  wil- 
lingly have  altered  this  declaration,  had  they 
known  how,  but  they  were  not  attended  to  j  and 
the  king  had  taken  fuch  a  hatred  to  fir  Peter  de 
Craon,  whom  he  faid  the  duke  of  Brittany  fe- 
creted  in  his  country,  that  no  excufes  were  of 
avail. 

There  was  a  report  at  Mans,  and  in  many  other 
places  of  France,  that  the  lady  Jolande  de  Bar, 
queen  of  Arf agon,  and  coufm-gcrman  to  the  king 
of  France,  had  thrown  into  the  prifons  of  Barce- 
lona, a  knight  who  was  unknown  to  her  or  to  her 
people;  and,  from  his  refufal  to  tell  his  name, 
he  was  thought  to  be  fir  Peter  de  Craon.  The 
queen  of  Arragon,  wifhing  to  pleafe  the  king, 
wrote  to  him  in  the  moft  friendly  terms,  to  fay, — ■ 
^  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  July  a  knight,  with  a 
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handfomc  array,  had  come  to  Barcelona,  with  in- 
tent to  crofs  the  Tea  j  that  he  had  hired,  at  a  very 
dear  rate,  a  veflel  to  carry  him,  as  he  faid,-  to 
Naples.  Having  had  all  our  ports  well  guarded, 
fo  that  no  ftranger  could  leave  them  without  per- 
miflion,  and  this  knight  refuling  to  fay  who  he 
was,  we  have  detained  him  in  prifon.  We  fup- 
pofe,  from  .  the  great  anxiety  he  Ihews  for  his 
liberty,  that  he  is  the  knight  you  are  feeking  for, 
and  on  whofe  account  you  have  written  to  us.  Have 
the  goodnefs,  therefore,  to  fend  hither,  asfpeediiy 
as  may  be,  fome  perfons  who  are  acquainted  wiih 
fir  Peter  de  Craon  ;  for  he  whom  we  hold  in  prifon 
fhall  not  be  fet  at  liberty  until  we  have  heard  from 
you.  We  fhall  learn  with  pleafure  that  the  intelli- 
gence we  have  fent  has  been  agreeable  to  you  and 
to  your  cuuncil.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  have  you 
in  his  keeping  !  Written  at  Perpignan  the  ninth 
day  of  July,'  and  figned  '  Jolande  de  Bar,  queen 
of  Arragon  and  Majorca,  lady  of  Sardinia.*  The 
fuperfcription  was,  *  To  our  very  redoubted  lord 
the  king  of  France.' 

This  intelligence  foftened  the  hearts  of  many, 
and  the  expedition  was  on  the  point  of  being 
broken  offj  but  the  friends  of  the  conflable 
thought  this  was  an  invented  flory,  to  prevent  the 
king  advancing  furthers  and  that  fir  Peter  de 
Craon  was  in  danger  of  no  other  prifcn  tharv  whatr 
the  duke  of  Brittany  pleafed,  for  he  was  fafely  itn 
refuge  wicriin  his  duchy.  The  king  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  this  letter,  faying  it  was  all  deceit;  but  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  replied,-—*  At  leafty  my  lord, 

to 
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to  fatlsfy  my  niece  of  Arragon,  who  has  v/ritten  to 
you,  and  to  deliver  this  knight,  if  he  be  guiltlefs, 
condefcend  to  fend  fome  one  thither,  that  our  coufm 
may  not  be  difpleafed  with  you  and  with  us.' 
*  We  are  very  wiUing  to  do  fo,  good  uncle,'  fiid 
the  king,  ^  for  I  wifh  not  to  vex  you.  Let  fome 
perfons  be  fent  to  Barcelona ;  but  I  am  firmly  per- 
fuaded  that  the  traitor,  Peter  de  Cracn,  is  not 
there,  nor  in  any  prifon  but  the  duke  of  Brit- 
tany's palace  ;  and  I  fwear,  by  the  faith  I  owe 
St.  Denis,  that  one  day  he  Ihall  feverely  pay  for 
it.' 

Nothing  could  alter  the  king's  opinion  that  fir 
Peter  de  Craon  was  in  Brittany.  The  duke  of 
Brittany  received  regular  information  of  what  v/as 
paffing,  and,  as  the  king  was  fo  much  enraged 
againft  him,  was  not  well  fatisfied  of  his  fecurity  j 
for  he  faw  that  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy 
had  no  weight  in  the  council,  and  that  the  party  of 
his  adverfary,  Clifibn,  led  the  king  juft  as  they 
pleafed.  He  had  hiscaftles  and  towns  moft  fcri6lly 
guarded ;  but,  unfortunately  for  him,  there  were 
no  towns  or  caftles  he  dared  trufl  his  perfon  to, 
excepting  Vannes,  Cam.pel,  Dol_,  Quimperle, 
Ermine,  Quimper-corentin  and  Succinio.  He  had 
written  to  the  knights  and  barons  of  Brittany, 
from  whom  he  looked  for  fupport  and  advice,  but 
they  all  diffembled  with  him,  feeing  t'le  king, 
their  lord  paramount,  fo  wroth  againfl  him,  and 
from  his  fo  openly  taking  the  part  of  fir  Peter  de 
Craon  againft  the  king  and  the  conftable,  which 
was  very  indecent.     He   almoft  repented  what  he 
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had  done  ;  but,  his  fpirit  was  fo  lofty,  he  difdaln-- 
ed  to  own  it,  and  he  faid  to  himfelf, — '  If  the 
king,  as  he  feems  now  inclined,  enter  Brittany 
with  his  army,  I  will  not,  at  the  beginning,  make 
any  oppofition,  that  I  may  fee  who  are  my  friends 
and  enemies,  nor  will  I  hurry  myfelf  to  retaliate  ; 
but,  when  he  fhall  think  himfelf  in  full  fecurity,  I 
will  fall  upon  him,  fmce  there  is  no  other  way  of 
obtaining  peace.' 

Thus  did  the  duke  counfel  with  himfelf,  and  at 
times  with  his  minifters ;  for  he  concluded  that  a 
war  with  France  was  now  inevitable.  It  was  not  fo, 
however,  for  matters  turned  out  otherwife  than  he 
expedled,  to  his  great  advantage.  The  old  pro- 
verb fays,  *  He  is  not  poor  who  is  lucky.'  The 
duke  of  Brittany  was  wondrous  fortunate  at  this 
feafon,  from  an  aftonifhing  and  pitiable  accident 
that  befel  the  king  of  prance.  Nothing  lefs  could 
have  withdrawn  from  him  the  dangers  he  was  fur- 
rounded  by,  and  permitted  him  the  enjoyment  of 
peace. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

THE  KING,  HAVING  LEFT  MANS  TO  CARRY  ON 
HIS  WAR  AGAINST  BRITTANY,  IS  ORDERED 
TO  RETURN,  BY  AN  UNKNOWN  PERSON.— 
THIS  SAME  DAY,  HIS  MIND  IS  DERANGED, 
AND   HE  IS    BROUGHT    BACK  TO  MANS. 

"IX/HEN  the  king  of  France  had  refided  about 
three  weeks  in  the  city  of  Mans,  during 
which  time  councils  were  daily  held,  and  when 
the  knights  were  returned  with  the  duke  of  Brit- 
tany's anfwer,  as  you  have  heard ;  the  king  faid, 
that  fince  he  knew  what  to  depend  on,  he  woudd 
not  longer  flay  at  Mans,  for  it  was  difpleafing  and 
hurtful  to  him,  but  advance  towards  the  frontiers 
of  Brittany,  nearer  this  duke,  who  was  fupporting 
the  traitor,  fir  Peter  de  Craon. 

The  intention  of  the  king  was  to  deprive  the 
duke  of  Brittany  of  his  duchy,  and  nominate  a  go- 
vernor of  it,  until  his  children  fliould  be  of  age  to 
have  it  reftored  to  them,  but  the  prefent  duke  was 
to  be  driven  thence ;  and,  this  determination  was 
fo  firmly  rooted  in  his  mind,  nothing  could  make 
him  change  it.  He  fet  out  from  Mans  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  the  lords 
and  others  who  had  been  quartered  there,  pre- 
pared to  follow  him,  after  they  had  heard  mafs  and 
drank  a  cup.  He  had,  the  evening  before,  fent 
for  the  marflials  of  his   army  to  his  chamber,  and 
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ordered  them  to  have  the  men  at  arms  ready  by 
early  morn  to  march  to  Angers  j  '  for,'  he  added> 
*  we  have  determined  never  to  return  from  Brit- 
tany, until  we  fhall  have  deflroyed  the  traitors  who 
give  us  fo  much  trouble.* 

The  marfnals  gave  their  orders  for  the  army  to- 
march  on  the  morrow,  and  afTured  the  captains 
that  it  was  now  determined  upon  to  purfue  the 
road  to  Brittany.  The  day  the  king  left  Mans 
was  excefiively  hot,  as  was  to  be  expefted,  for  it 
was  the  middle  of  Auguft,  when  the  fun  is  in  its 
greateft  force. 

You  muft  know,  in  order  perhaps  to  account 
truly  for  what  followed,  that  the  king,  during  his 
llay  at  Mans,  laboured  hard  and  afliduoufly  in  the 
council,  where  he  had  but  little  affiftancc,  and 
was  befide  not  perfedly  recovered  in  health.  He 
had  been  the  whole  fummer  feeble  in  body  and 
mind,  fcarcely  eating  or  drinking  any  thing,  and 
almoft  daily  attacked  with  fever,  to  which  he  was 
naturally  inclined,  and  this  was  increafed  by  any 
contradiction  or  fitigue.  He  fuffered  much  from 
the  infult  offered  his  conftable,  fo  that  his  phy- 
ficians  and  uncles  noticed  that  at  times  his  intcl- 
leds  were  deranged  ;  but  they  could  not  do  any 
thing,  for  he  would  not  liflen  to  what  they  pro* 
pofed,  nor  would  he  confent,  on  any  account,  to 
defer  the  expedition  to  Brittany. 

I  was  told  that  a  ftrange  accident  happened  to 
him  as  he  was  riding  through  the  foreft  of  Mans, 
for  which  he  ought  to  have  aflembled  his  council, 
inftead  of  purfuing  his  march  farther.     A  man, 
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bare  headed  widi  naked  feet,  clothed  in  a  jerkin  of 
white  rulTct,  that  Ihewed  he  was  more  mad  than 
otherwife,  rufhed  out  from  among  the  trees,  and 
boldly  feized  the  reins  of  the  king's  horfe.  Having 
thus  flopped  him,  he  faid,  *  King,  ride  no  fur- 
ther, but  return,  for  thou  art  betrayed.'  This 
fpeech  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  the  king's 
mind,  which  was  weak,  that  his  underftanding 
was  fliaken. 

As  the  man  finifhed  his  fpeech,  the  men  at  arms 
advanced  and  beat  him  foundly  on  his  hands,  which 
made  him  drop  the  reins.  They  fuffered  him  to 
run  off,  without  paying  attention  to  what  he  had 
faid,  thinking  he  was  fome  madman,  for  which 
they  were  by  many  afterwards  greatly  blamed  and 
difgraced :  they  ought  at  leafb  to  have  arrefled  him, 
to  have  examined  if  he  were  really  mad,  and  to 
learn  why  he  had  uttered  fuch  words,  and  whence 
he  had  come.  Nothing,  however,  was  done,  and 
he  made  off  by  their  rear,  and  was  never  after 
{een  by  any  who  had  the  leafl  knowledge  of  him* 
Thofe  who  were  near  the  king's  perfon  heard  very 
plainly  the  words  he  had  fpoken. 

The  king  and  his  army  pafTed  on  -,  and  it  might 
be  about  twelve  o'clock  when  they  were  clear  of 
the  forefl.  They  now  entered  an  extenfive  fandy 
plain  J  and  the  fun  was  fo  refplendent,  and  in  fuch 
force,  that  fcarcely  any  could  endure  the  heat : 
the  horfes,  confequently,  fuffered  much.  There 
were  none  fo  ufed  to  arms  as  not  to  complain  of 
the  opprelTive  heat  i  and  the  lords  took  different 
routes,  apart  from  each  other.  The  king  rode  by 
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himfelf,  to  have  lefs  duft;  and  the  dukes  of 
Berry  and  Burgundy,  converfing  together,  kept 
on  his  left  hand,  at  about  two  acres  diftance  from 
him. 

The  other  lords,  fuch  as  the  count  de  la  Marche, 
fir  James  de    Bourbon,    fir  Charles    d'Albret,  fir 
Philip  d'Artois,  fir  Henry  and  fir  Philip  de  Bar, 
fir   Peter    de   Navarre,    rode    in  different  paths. 
The  duke  of  Bourbon,  the   lord  de  Coucy,    fir 
Charles  d'Angers,  the  baron  d'lvry,  were  follow- 
ing at  a  gentle  pace,  talking  together,  and  fome 
diftance  from  the  king,  not  fufpe^fling  the  mis- 
fortune which  was  on  the  point  of  befalling  him. 
It  was  manifcftly  the  work  of  God,  whofe  punilh- 
ments  are  fevere,  to  make   his  creatures  tremble. 
Have  we  not   fee  many  fimilar  examples,  both  in 
the  Old  and  the  New  Teftament,  efpecially  in  the 
infliance  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  the  Afiyri- 
ans  ?     Pie  reigned  over  them    with   fuch  power, 
that  nothing  was  fpoken   of  but  his  magnificence 
and  glory ;  when  fuddenly,    in   the  midft  of  his 
pomp,  the  Lord  of  kings,  God,  the  Mafter  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  Creator  of  all  things,  fl:ruck 
him  in  fuch  wife  that  he  loft  his  fenfes  and  his 
kingdom.     He  continued  for  feven  years   in  this 
deplorable  ftate,  living  on  acorns  and  wild  fruits, 
having  the  tafte  of  a  wild  boar  or  hog.     After 
this  period  of  penitence,  God  reftored  to  him  his 
fenfes  and  memory ;  upon  which  he  declared   to 
Daniel,  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  that  there  was 
none  other  god  but  the  God  of  Ifrael. 
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To  fpeak  truly,  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  three  in  name,  but  one  in  fub- 
ftance,  was,  is  and  ever  will  be,  of  as  fuflicient 
power  to  declare  his  works  as  from  the  beginning, 
and  one  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  furpriied  at 
whatever  wonderful  things  happen.  The  reafon 
why  I  thus  fpeak  is,  that  a  great  influence  from 
Heaven  this  day  fell  on  the  king  of  France,  and, 
as  fome  fay,  from  his  own  fault.  The  phyficians 
of  his  body,  who  ought  to  have  known  well  his 
conftitution,  declared,  that  confidering  the  weak 
ftate  of  his  health,  he  fnould  not  have  thus  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  the  heat  of  the  day,  but  have 
rode  in  the  cool  of  the  mornings  or  evenings. 
Thofe  who  had  advifed  otherwife  were  difgraced  j 
but  he  had  been  long  led  by  his  minifters  to  aft  juft 
as  they  pleafed. 

The  king  rode  over  this  fandy  plain,  that  re- 
flefted  the  heat,  which  was  much  greater  than  had 
been  ever  before  known  or  felt  in  that  fealbn :  he 
was  befides  drelTed  in  a  jacket  of  black  velvet  that 
added  to  the  warmth,  and  had  only  a  fingle  hood 
of  crimfon,  ornamented  with  a  chaplet  of  large 
beautiful  pearls  the  queen  had  prefented  to  him  on 
his  leaving  her.  He  was  follow^  by  one  of  his 
pages,  who  had  a  montauban  cap  ofpoliflied  fteel 
on  his  head  that  glittered  in  the  fun,  and  behind 
him  another  page  rode  on  horfeback,  carrying  a 
vermilion- coloured  lance,  enveloped  with  filk  for 
the  king,,  the  head  of  which  lance  was  broad, 
Iharp  and  blight.  The  lord  de  la  Riviere  had 
brought  a  dozen  luch  when  he  lafl  came  from 
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Touloufe,  and  this  was  one  ;  for  he  had  prefented  ~ 
the  whole  to  the  king,  who  had  given  three  to  the 
duke  of  Orleans,   and  the  fame  number  to   the 
duke  of  Burgundy. 

As  they  were  thus  riding,  the  pages,  who  were 
but  children,  grew  negligent  of  themfeives  and 
their  horfes  j  and  the  one  who  bore  the  lance  fell 
afleep,  and,  forgetful  of  what  he  had  in  his  hand, 
let  it  fall  on  the  cafque  of  the  page  before  him, 
which  made  both  the  lance  and  cafque  ring  loudly. 
The  king,  being  fo  near,  (the  pages  rode  almoft, 
on  the  heels  of  his  horfe,)  was  ftartled  and 
fhudderedj  for  he  had  in  his  mind  the  words 
the  wife  man  or  fool  had  fpoken  when  he  feized 
his  horfe's  reins  in  the  forefl  of  Mans,  and  fancied 
a  hpft  of  enemies  were  comej:o  flay  him. 

In  this  diftraftion  of  mind,  he  drew  his  fword, 
and  advanced  on  the  pages,  for  his  fenfes  were 
quite  gone,  and  imagined  himfelf  furrounded  by 
enemies,  giving  blows  of  his  fv/ord,  indifferent 
on  whom  they  fell,  and  bawled  out,  ^  Advance  ! 
advance  on  thefe  traitors.'  The  pages,  feeing  the 
king  thus  wroth,  took  care  of  themfeives,  for 
they  imagined  they  had  angered  him  by  their  neg- 
ligence, and  fpurred  their  horfes  different  ways. 
The  duke  of  Orleans  was  not  far  diftant  from  the 
king,  who  made  up  to  him  with  his  drawn  fword, 
for  at  that  moment  his  frenzy  had  deprived  him  of 
the  means  of  knowing  either  his  brother  or  uncles. 
The  duke  of  Orleans,  feeing  him  approach 
with  his  naked  fword,  grew  alarmed,  and,  fpur- 
ring  his  horfe,  made  off  and  the  king  after  him. 
The  duke  of  Burgundy,  hearing  the  cries  of  the 
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pages,  caft  his  eyes  to  that  quarter,  and  feeing 
the  king  purfuing  his  brother  with  his  drawn 
fword,  was  thunderftruclc,  and  not  without  reafon : 
he  cried  out  for  help,  faying, — '  My  lord  has  loft 
his  fenfes  :  for  God's  fake  lay  hands  on  him  :'  and 
then  added,  *  Fly,  fair  nephew  of  Orleans  :  fly,  or 
my  lord  will  murder  you.'  The  duke  of  Orleans 
was  much  frightened,  and  galloped  as  faft  as  his 
horfe  could  go,  followed  by  knights  and  fquires. 
There  were  now  great  fhoutings,  infomuch  that 
thofe  at  a  diftance  thought  they  were  hunting  a 
wolf  or  hare,  until  they  learnt  it  was  the  king, 
who  was  not  himfelf. 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  however,  efcaped  by 
making  feveral  turns,  and  was  aided  by  knights, 
jfiquires  and  men  at  arms,  who  furrounded  the 
king,  and  allowed  him  to  wafte  his  ftrength  on 
them  s  tor,  of  courfe,  the  more  he  exerted  himfelf, 
the  weaker  he  grew.  When  he  made  a  blow 
at  any  one  knight  or  fquire,  they  fell  before  the 
ftroke,  and  i  never  heard  that  in  this  fit  of  madnefs 
any  one  was  killed.  Several  were  ftruck  down  by 
his  blows,  becaufc  no  one  made  any  defence. 
At  laft,  when  he  was  quite  jaded  and  running  down 
with  fweat,  and  his  horfe  in  a  lather  from  fatigue, 
a  Norman  knight,  who  was  one  of  his  chamber- 
lains,  and  much  beloved  by  him,  called  fir  Wil- 
liam Martel,  came  behind,  and  caught  him  in  his 
arms,  though  he  had  his  fword  ftili  in  his  hand. 
When  he  was  thus  held,  all  the  other  lords  came 
up,  and  took  the  fword  from  him  :  he  was  dif- 
mounted,  auc^  gently  laid  on  the  ground,  that  his 
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jacket  might  be  flripped  from  him,  to  give  him 
more  air  and  cool  him. 

His  three  uncles  and  brother  approached ;  but 
he  had  loft  all  knowledge  of  them,  fhewing  no 
fymptoms  of  acquaintance  or  affeflion,  but  rolled 
his  eyes  round  in  his  head  without  fpeaking  to  any 
one.  The  princes  of  the  blood  were  in  amaze- 
ment, and  knew  not  what  to  fay  nor  how  to  adt. 
The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  at  length  faid, 
'  We  muft  return  to  Mans,  for  the  expedition  is  at 
an  end  for  this  feafon.'  They  did  not  then  fay  all 
they  thought  j  but  they  made  their  intentions  very 
apparent  to  thofe  who  were  not  in  their  good  graces, 
on  their  return  to  Paris,  as  I  (ball  relate  in  the 
courfe  of  this  hiftory. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  when  all  things  are 
confidered,  it  was  a  great  pity  for  a  king  of  France, 
who  is  the  moft  noble  and  powerful  prince  in  the 
world,  to  be  thus  fuddenly  deprived  of  his  fenfes. 
There  could  not  be  any  remedy  applied,  nor  any 
amendm.ent  expedled,  fmce  God  willed  it  ftiould 
be  fo. 

Having  und relied  and  cooled  him  as  gently  as 
they  could,  they  laid  him  on  a  litter,  and  carried 
him  flowly  to  Mans,  The  marftials  inftantly  fent 
orders  for  the  van  to  return,  and  the  whole  army 
was  informed  there  was  an  end  to  the  expedition. 
To  fome,  the  reafons  were  told  why  it  was  thus 
put  an  end  to,  to  others  not.  The  evening  the 
king  was  brought  back  to  Mans,  his  phylicians  were 
much  occupied  with  him,  and  the  princes  of  his 
blood  in  the  utmoft  trouble.   The  event  was  fpoken 
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of  very  differently  :  fome  faid  that  the  king,  to 
ruin  the  kingdom  of  France,  had  been  poifoned, 
or  bewitched,  the  morning  before  he  left  Mans. 
Thefe  words  were  fo  often  repeated,  that  they  came 
to  the  ears  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  others  of  the 
blood-royal.  In  converfation  together,  they  faid, 
— ' Do  youhear,  (for  you  muft,  unlefs  you  fhut  your 
ears)  what  m.urmurings  there  are  againft  the  king's 
^ninifters  ?  It  is  reported,  and  commonly  believed, 
that  he  has  been  poifoned  or  bewitched :  now,  how 
can  we  know  whether  this  has  been  done  or  not  ?* 
Some  made  anfwer,  '  From  his  phyficians,  for  they 
muft  know  his  habit  and  conititution.'  The  phy- 
ficians were  fent  for,  and  moft  ftriftly  examined 
by  the  duke  of  Burgundy.  To  this  examination 
they  replied,  *  that  the  king  had,  for  a  long  time, 
been  fuffering  under  this  diforder  ■»  and,  knowing 
that  this  weaknefs  of  intelled  opprelTed  him 
grievoufly,  it  would  make  its  appearance.' 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  told  the  phyficians, 
*  that  in  the  whole  of  the  matter  they  had  honeftly 
acquitted  themfelves,  but  that  the  king,  from  his 
great  anxiety  to  undertake  tliis  war,  would  not 
liften  to  any  advice  on  the  fubjetft  of  his  health. 
Curfed  be  this  expedition,  and  unhappy  is  it  that 
ever  it  was  propofed,  for  it  has  been  his  deftrudlion ; 
and  it  would  have  been  better  that  Cliffon  and  his 
whole  race  had  been  murdered,  than  that  the  king 
had  been  afflicted  with  fuch  a  diforder.  News  of  it 
will  be  carried  every  where,  and,  as  he  is  now 
but  a  young  man,  we  who  are  his  uncles,  and  of  his 
blood,  who  Hiould  have  adviled  him,  fliall  be  much 
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blamed,  though  wc  have  been  no  way  in  fault. 
Now  tell  us/  faid  the  duke,  addrefling  himfelf  to 
the  phyficians,  '  were  youprefent  yefterday  morn- 
ing at  his  dinner  before  he  mounted  his  horfe  ?' 
'  Yes,  in  God's  name  were  we,'  faid  they.  *  And 
what  did  he  eat  and  drink  ?'  'So  very  little,  that  it  is 
fcarcely  worth  mentioning ;  for  he  fat  mufmg  the 
whole  time.'  '  And  who  was  the  perfon  that  laft 
fervedhim  withliquor?'  afked  the  duke.  '  That  we 
know  not,'  faid  the  phyficians  ;  ^  for  as  foon  as  the 
table  was  removed,  we  went  away  to  make  our- 
felves  ready  for  riding,  but  you  will  learn  it  from  his 
butlers  or  chamberlains.'  Robert  Tulles,  a  fquire 
from  Normandy,  and  head  butler,  was  called. 
On  his  coming,  he  was  queflioned  who  had  ferved 
the  king  with  wine.  He  replied,  *  My  lords, 
fir  Robert  de  Lignac'  The  knight  was  then  fent 
for,  and  aflced  where  he  had  taken  the  wine  to  ferve 
the  king  the  morning  before  he  mounted  his  horfe. 
'  My  lords,'  faid  he,  '  here  is  Robert  Tulles  who 
gave  it  me,  and  tafted  it,  as  well  as  myfelf,  in 
the  king's  prefence.'  '  That  is  true,'  added  Ro- 
bert Tulles  5  '  and  in  this  refped  there  (liall  not 
be  the  fmalleft  ground  for  fufpicions ;  for  there  is 
now  fome  of  the  very  fame  in  bottles  to  what  the 
king  drank,  which  we  will  open  and  drink  before 
you.' 

The  duke  of  Berry  then  faid,—'  We  are  de- 
bating here  about  nothing :  the  king  is  only 
poifoned  or  bewitched  by  bad  advifers,  but  it  is 
not  time  at  prefent  to  talk  of  thefe  matters. 
Let  us  bear  the  misfortune  as  well  as  we  can  for 
the  moment.' 
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CHAP.    V. 

KING     CHARLES    VI.      OF     FRANCE,     CONTINUING 
DERANGED  IN    MIND,   IS  REMOVED  FROM   MANS 

TO     CREIL,     ON     THE   OISE. THE   REGENCY  OF 

THE  KINGDOM  IS  GIVEN  TO  THE  DUKES  OF 
BERRY  AND  BURGUNDY  BY  THE  THREE 
ESTATES. 

A\N  the  conclufion  of  the  duke  of  Berry's 
^^  fpeech,  the  lords  retired  to  their  lodgings  for 
the  night;  and  the  king's  uncles  ordered  four 
knights  of  honour  to  fit  up  with  the  king,  to 
attend  him  quietly,  and  adminifter  to  his  wants. 
They  were  fir  Reginald  de  Roye,  fir  Reginald  de 
Trie,  the  lord  de  Garencieres  and  fir  William 
Martel.  The  lord  de  la  Riviere,  fir  John  le 
Mercier,  Montagu,  the  begue  de  Villaines,  fir 
William  des  Bordcs  and  fir  Hehon  de  Lignac, 
were  ordered  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  of 
bufinefs  until  the  king  fhould  be  perfectly  re- 
covered. On  receiving  this  order,  they  departed, 
and  others  took  charge  of  the  government. 

On  the  morrow  morning  the  king's  uncles  vifited 
him  :  they  found  him  very  weak,  and  afked  how 
he  had  flept  ?  His  chamberlains  replied,  *  Very 
little:  he  cannot  reft.'  *  This  is  fad  news,'  faid 
the  duke  of  Burgundy.  All  three  then  approached 
him;  and  by  this  time  the  duke  of  Orleans 
arrived,  and  aflced  him  how  he  was  ?  He  made 
no  anfvver,  but  ftared  at  them  without  recollefling 
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who  they  were:  Thefe  lords  were  much  fliocked, 
and,  converfing  together,  faid, — *  We  need  not 
ftay  longer,  for  he  is  extremely  ill,  and  we  do 
him  more  harm  than  good  by  our  prefence. 
We  have  ordered  his  chamberlains  and  phyficians 
to  take  every  care  of  him,  which  of  courfe 
they  will  do.  Let  us  confider  how  the  kingdom 
is  to  be  governed,  for  a  government  mull  fpeedily 
be  provided,  or  all  things  will  go  ill.'  *  Good 
brother,'  faid  the  duke  of  Burgundy  to  the  duke 
of  Berry,  '  it  will  be  neceflary  for  us  to  go  to 
Paris,  and  order  the  king  to  be  brought  hence 
gently;  for  we  can  have  him  better  attended 
when  nearer  to  us  than  here.  We  will  aflemble 
the  whole  council  at  Paris,  and  difcufs  how  the 
kingdom  jfhall  be  governed,  and  whether  our  fair 
nephew  of  Orleans  be  regent  or  we.'  *  It  is 
well  fpoken,'  replied  the  duke  of  Berry  :  '  let  us 
confider  of  the  befl  place  for  the  king  to  be  re- 
moved to  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.*  After 
fome  confultation,  it  was  determined  he  fhould  be 
carried,  with  every  precaution,  to  the  caftle  of 
Creil,  which,  has  a  good  air,  and  is  in  a  rich 
country  on  the  river  Oife. 

When  this  was  fettled,  the  men  at  arms  were 
difbanded,  and  orders  given  by  the  marfhals  for 
them  to  retire  peaceably  to  their  homes,  without 
committing  any  ravages  on  the  country  i  and  that, 
if  fuch  excelTes  were  indulged  in,  the  leaders  would 
be  called  upon  to  make  reparation. 

The  king's  uncles  and  the  chancellor  of  France 
fent  off  varlets  to  the  different  cities  and  principal 
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towns  in  Picardy,  to  order  the  inhabitants  to  be 
very  attentive  in  the  guard  of  them,  for  the  reafon 
that  the  king  was  indifpofed.  Thefe  orders  were 
obeyed.  The  French  nation  was  difmayed  and 
concerned  when  it  was  publicly  known  that  the 
king  laboured  under  a  frenzy.  They  fpoke  much 
againft  thofe  who  had  advifed  him  to  this  expedi- 
tion to  Brittany,  and  faid  he  had  been  betrayed  by 
thofe  who  had  urged  him  on  againft  the  duke 
and  fir  Peter  de  Craon.  People's  tongues  could 
not  be  ftopped,  for  it  was  fo  ferious  a  misfortune, 
it  was  neceffary  vent  (hould  be  fomehow  given  to 
the  vexation  it  caufed. 

The  king  was  carried  to  Creil,  and  put  under 
the  care  of  the  before  named  knights  and  his  phy- 
licians.  The  men  at  arms  were  dilbanded,  and 
marched  home.  It  was  ftriAly  forbidden  the 
queen's  houfehold  and  all  others,  under  pain  of 
being  feverely  punifhed,  to  mention  this  misfor- 
tune to  the  queen,  who  was  far  gone  with  child. 
It  was  concealed  from  her  for  fome  time,  during 
which  the  king  was  under  the  care  of  the  knights 
at  Creil,  and  his  phyficians,  who  were  giving  him 
various  medicines,  which,  however,  did  him  little 
good.  At  this  time,  there  was  a  mod  learned 
phyfician  in  France,  who  had  not  his  equal  any 
where,  a  friend  of  the  lord  de  Goucy,  and  born 
on  his  lands.  His  name  was  mafter  William  de 
Harfeley  :  he  had  fixed  his  refidence  in  the  city  of 
Laon,  which  he  preferred  to  any  other.  On  firft 
hearing  of  the  king's  illnefs  and  the  caufe  of  it, 
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knowing,  as  he  thought,  the  king's  conflltution,- 
he  faid, — ^  This  diforder  of  the  king  proceeds 
from  the  alarm  in  the  foreft,  and  by  inheriting  too 
much  of  his  mother's  weak  nerves.'  Thefe  words 
were  carried  to  the  lord  de  Coucy,  at  that  time  in 
Paris  with  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the  king's  un- 
cles. The  whole  of  the  council,  and  the  principal 
barons  and  prelates  of  the  realm,  were  there  aflem- 
bled  to  confult  on  the  government  of  the  kingdom 
during  the  king's  illnefs,  and  until  he  fhould  be 
perfedly  rellored  j  and  whether  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, or  his  uncles,  or  all  three  (hould  have  the 
regency.  They  were  upwards  of  fifteen  days  be- 
fore they  could  agree  :  at  laft,  it  was  thought  ad- 
vifable,  from  the  youth  of  the  duke  of  Orleans^, 
which  made  him  unfit  to  bear  fo  great  a  weight, 
that  the  two  uncles  of  the  king  ihould  govern  the 
kingdom  j  but  that  the  duke  of  Burgundy  fhould 
be  the  principal ;  and  that  the  duchefs  of  Bur- 
gundy Ihould  remain  with  the  queen  and  be  re- 
fpefted  as  fecond  to  her  in  rank. 
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CHAP.   VI. 

THE    LORD     DE    COUCY    INTRODUCES  THE  GREAT 
PHYSICIAN,    MASTER     WILLIAM    DE   HARSELEY, 

TO     CURE     THE     KING    OF     FRANCE. VARIOUS 

CAUSES  ASSIGNED  FOR  THIS  DISORDER. 

'TpHE  lord  de  Coucy  was  not  unmindfui  of 
•*"  what  he  had  heard  of  mafter  William  de 
Harfeley.  He  fpoke  of  him  to'  the  king's  un- 
cles, and  mentioned  his  learning  and  fuccefs,  and 
Jthat  it  would  be  proper  he  fhouid  try  his  ilcill  to 
i"ecover  the  king.  The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Bur- 
gundy liftened  to  it,  and  fcnt  for  him.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  Paris,  he  firft  waited  on  the  lord  de  Coucy, 
with  whom  he  was  very  intimate,  and  he  intro- 
duced him  to  the  king's  uncles,  faying,  '  Here  s 
mafter  William  de  Harfeley  of  whom  I  fpoke  to 
you.*  The  two  dukes  received  him  kindly,  and 
made  him  welcome.  They  then  ordered  him  to 
viiit  the  king  at  Creil,  and  remain  with  him  until 
he  fhouid  have  reftored  him  to  health.  Mafter 
William,  in  confequence  of  thefe  orders  from  the 
dukes,  fet  out  from  Paris  in  good  array,  as  was  be- 
coming him,  and  arrived  at  Creil,  where  he  efta- 
bliftied  himfelf  near  the  king's  perfon,  and  took 
the  lead  over  the  other  phyficians,  undertaking  to 
make  a  curcj  for  he  faw  it  was  to  be  done,  fmce 
the  diforder  was  caufed  by  weaknefs  of  nerves, 
from  the  fudden  alarm  of  the  appearance  of  the 
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madman,  and  then  by  the  noife  from  the  blow  on 
the  page's  helmet;  and  he  was  very  anxious  to  re- 
llore  the  king  to  health. 

News  of  the  king  of  France's  illnefs  was  carried 
far  and  near,  and,  however  others  may  have  been 
grieved  at  it,  you  may  fuppofe  that  the  duke  of 
Brittany  and  fir  Peter  de  Craon  were  not  much  af- 
fefled :  they  foon  dried  their  tears,  for  he  was 
purfuing  them  with  bitter  hatred. 

Pope  Boniface  and  his  cardinals  at  Rome  were 
rejoiced  on  hearing  it.  They  affembled  in  full 
confiftory,  and  faid  the  worft  of  their  enemies, 
meaning  the  king  of  France,  was  feverely  chaf- 
tifed,  when  God  had  thus  deprived  him  of  his 
fenfes ;  and  that  this  punifhment  had  been  inflicted 
by  Heaven,  for  having  fo  ftrenuoufly  fupported 
the  anti-pope  of  Avignon  ;  that  this  chaftifement 
fhould  make  him  attend  more  to  his  own  kingdom, 
and  that  their  caufe  would  now  be  better. 

The  pope  and  cardinals  at  Avignon,  confidering 
the  great  fupport  the  king  had  given  them,  had 
caufe  for  alarm  ;  but  they  fhewed  none  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  king  and  realm.  They  faid  among 
themfelves,  that  the  king  was  young  and  wilful, 
and  had,  by  his  own  fault,  brought  on  him  this 
diforder  ;  that  thofe  about  his  pcrfon  had  allowed 
him  to  a^L  too  much  as  he  pleafed  j  and  that  he 
had  exerted  himfelf  in  different  excefles,  and  by 
riding  poft  night  and  day,  and  had  laboured  un- 
reafonably,  in  mind  and  body,  on  miatters  that 
fhould  have  been  done  by  his  minifters  and  not  by 
himfelf  i  and  that,  if  he  had   been  properly  and 
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foberly  educated  by  the  advice  of  his  uncles,  this 
unfortunate  illnefs  would  never  have  happened. 

They  added,  that,  when  he  was  on  his  journey 
to  Languedoc,  he  had  promifed,  on  the  word  of  a 
king,  and  fwore  likewife  on  his  faith,  that  he 
would  raife  a  fufficient  force  to  deftroy  the  anti- 
pope  and  his  cardinals  at  Rome,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  fchifm  and  troubles  of  the  church  -,  but  he  had 
done  nothing,  and  thus  forfeited  his  oath  and  pro- 
mife,  by  which  he  has  angered  God,  who,  to  cor- 
rect him,  punifhes  him  with  this  rod  of  frenzy. 
It  therefore  behoves  us,  when  he  fhall  have  re- 
covered his  health,  which  may  foon  happen,  to 
fend  properly  inftrufted  legates  to  remonftrate 
with  him  on  this  breach  of  promife,  in  order  that, 
through  our  negled,  he  may  not  be  forgetful 
of  it. 

Such  was  the  language  at  Avignon  between  the 
pope  and  cardinals,  who  agreed  that  this  diforder 
had  been  incurred  by  his  own  negligence  and  fault ; 
but  they  greatly  blamed  thofe  of  his  council  and 
houfehold  for  not  having  better  attended  to  him. 
Many  others,  in  France,  did  the  fame. 

In  a  church  at  Hafpres,  in  Hainault,  dependant 
on  the  abbey  of  Saint  Vaft  at  Arras,  lies  the  cano- 
nized body  of  Saint  Aquaire,  in  a  rich  fhrine  of 
Hlver.  This  faint  is  celebrated  for  the  cures  he  has 
performed  on  thofe  afflided  with  madnefs,  and  on 
that  account  is  much  vifited  from  ail  parts.  To 
pay  due  refped  to  the  faint,  there  was  made  a 
figure  of  wax  refembling  the  king,  which  was  fent 
thither  with  a  large  wax  taper,  and  offered,  with 
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much  devoLion,  to  the  fhrine  of  the  faint,  that  he 
might  pray  to  God  to  alleviate  this  cruel  afflicflion 
of  the  king.  A  fimilar  offering  was  made  to  Saint 
Hermier  in  Rouais  who  has  the  reputation  of 
curing  madnefs,  and  wherever  there  were  faints 
that  were  fuppofed  to  have  efBcacy,  by  their 
prayers  to  God,  in  fuch  diforders,  thither  were 
fent  offerings  from  the  king,  with  much  cere- 
mony and  devotion. 

When  this  event  was  known  in  England,  the 
king  and  lords  were  greatly  concerned  thereat. 
The  duke  of  Lancafler  efpecially  teftified  his  for- 
row,  and  faid  to  the  knights  near  his  perfon, — 

*  On  my  faith,  it  is  a  great  pity,  for  he  fliewed 
himfelf  a  man  of  courage,  with  ftrong  inclina- 
tions to  do  good.  When  I  took  leave  of  him  at 
Amiens,  he  faid, — ^  Fair  coufm  of  Lancafter,  I 
earnellly  entreat  you  will  exert  yourfelf  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  your  power  that  there  may  be  a  folid 
peace  between  the  king  of  England,  your  nephew^ 
and  myfelf,  and  between  our  kingdoms :  we  may 
then  march  a  powerful  army  againfl  this  Amurat, 
who  has  conquered  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  from 
its  lawful  monarch,  and  who  intends  to  deflroy  all 
Chriftendom,  that  we  may  exalt  our  faith,  as  we 
are  bounden  fo  to  do.'     *  Now,'  added  the  duke, 

*  there  is  an  end  to  this,  for  he  Vv'ill  never  again 
have  that  confidence  he  before  enjoyed  put  in 
him.'  '  That  is  true  enough,'  faid  thofe  who 
heard  him,  '  and  the  kingdom  of  France  feems 
likely  to  fall  into  much  trouble.' 
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CHAP.  VII. 

THE  DUKES  OF  BERRY  AND  BURGUNDY  RUIN 
THOSE  WHO  HAD  BEEN  THE  CONFIDENTIAL 
SERVANTS  OF  THE  KING. THE  DUKE  OF  BUR- 
GUNDY TREATS  RUDELY  THE  CONSTABLE  DE 
CLISSON. 

QUCH  were  the  converfatlons  of  lords  in  dif- 
*^  fcrent  countries  on  hearing  of  the  Ling  of 
France's  illnefs,  who  remained  confined  in  the 
caftle  of  Crei],  under  the  care  of  the  four  knights, 
and  mafter  William  de  Harfeley,  who  had  the  foie 
management  of  him  :  none  were  allowed  to  fpeak 
with  the  king,  nor  even  enter  the  caflle,  but  fuch 
as  had  his  permifllon,  or  were  a6ling  under  his 
orders. 

At  times,  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bourbon 
came  to  vifit  the  king,  and  fee  how  he  was  going 
on,  but  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  never 
left  Paris.  They  had  not  as  yet  made  any  changes 
in  the  government,  but  they  Ihortly  intended  doing 
fo  in  regard  to  many  who  were  not  in  their  good 
graces,  from  their  behaviour  when  in  power,  which 
was,  as  they  thought,  contradidlory  and  predimp- 
tuous. 

The  duke  of  Berry  faid,  that  ClifTon,  la  Riviere, 

le  Mercier  and  le  begue  de  Villaines,   had,  during 

their  attendance  on  the  king  in  Languedoc,   caufed 

his  treafurer  and  faithful  fervant  Bethifac  to  be  dif- 
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gracefully  puniflied  with  death,  through  envy  and 
wickednefs ;  and  that,  in  fpite  of  any  thing  he 
could  fay  or  do,  he  could  never  get  him  out  of 
their  hands.  Let  them  now  beware  of  me,  for  the 
time  fhall  come  when  I  will  repay  them  widi  the 
fame  coin,  and  flruck  from  the  fame  mint. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  and  thof^  attached  to 
him  loved  no  better  the  above-named  perfons,  who 
had  governed  the  king ;  for,  whenever  they  wanted 
any  thing  at  court,  they  v/ere  repulfed  fharply 
enough,  and  very  little  done  for  them,  of  which 
they  murmured  and  talked  loudly  behind  their 
backs. 

The  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  who  was  a  very  un- 
forgiving and  haughty  lady,  refided  at  Paris  with 
the  queen,  and  had  the  fupreme  government  of 
her  and  her  houfehold,  fo  that  no  one  was  permitted 
to  fpeak  with  the  queen  but  through  her  per- 
milTion.  This  lady  hated  with  her  whole  heart 
fir  Oliver  de  Ciilfon,  on  account  of  the  duke  of 
Brittany,  who  was  nearly  related  to  her.  She  fre- 
quently remonftrated  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
faying,  that  thofe  who  had  fupported  fir  Oliver  de 
ClilTon  againft  fo  potent  a  prince  as  liis  coufia  the 
duke  of  Brittany  were  very  blame-worthy.  The 
duke  of  Burgundy  was  cool  and  prudent,  and  faw 
far  into  the  ftate  of  affairs  and  their  confequences : 
he  wifhed  not  to  encourage  any  troubles  in  France, 
but  to  keep  every  one  in  good  humour  as  long  as 
it  fliould  be  pofTible,  and  on  this  account  had  never 
oppofed  any  meafures  of  his  late  brother,  Charles  V. 
nor  of  his  nephew,  the  prefent  king.    He  therefore 
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replied  thus  gently  to  his  wife  :  '  Lady,  It  Is  good  at 
all  times  to  difTemble.     The  duke  of  Brittany,  it 
is  true,  is  a  great  prince,  and  an  overmatch  for  the 
lord  de  ClifTon.    If  I  join  the  duke,  and  make  my- 
felf  openly  one  of  his  party,   the  kingdom  would 
be   diffatisfied,  and  not  without   reafon  j    for   the 
lord  de  ClifTon  would  declare,  and  prove,  that  the 
whole    hatred   our  coufin  the  duke  bears  him  is 
for  having  fupported  the  intercfts  of  France,  in 
which  we  have  fo  large  a  fhare,  and  it  Is  fo  believed 
throughout  the  realm.     Hitherto  I  have  had  no 
caufe  whatever  to  incline  me  to  the  duke  againfl: 
the  lord  de  ClifTon.     It  therefore  behoves  me  to 
difTemble  my  real  fentiments,  if  I  wifh  to  preferve 
the  favour  of  the  king  and  country  to  whom  I  am 
bounden  by  every  tie,  which  is  not  my  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  duke  of  Brittany.     It  has  happened 
that  my  lord  the  king  is  indifpofed,  and  in  an  alarm- 
ing flate,  as  you  know :  this  is  very  much  againfb 
the  lord  de  ClifTon,  and  will  be  hurtful  to  all  wha 
advifed*  hirn  to  undertake  this  expedition,  and  on 
which  he  was  fo  obftinately  bent,  in  fpite  of  every 
thing  my  brother  and  myfelf  covJd  urge  againfl  it. 
The  rod  is  already  prepared  with  which  they  fhall 
be  punifhed,  as  you  fliall  fhortly  witnefs  or  hear 
of  J  but  have   the  goodnefs,  at  this  moment,^  to. 
have  a  little  patience.     Lady,  lady,  there  is  no  fea- 
fon  but  what  makes  fome  return,  nor  any  fortune- 
flable,  nor  affli6ted  heart  but  is  at  times  rejoiced, 
nor  angered  minds  but  have  their  revenge.  ClifTon, 
la  Riviere,  Montagu,  le  Mercier,  de  Viliaines,  and 
D  3  others 
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others  who  have  a6ted  improperly  will  fiiortiy  be 
made  to  fufFcr  for  it.' 

With  fuch  converfations  did  the  duke  and  du- 
chefs  of  Burgundy  amufe  themfclves  -,  and  not 
many  days  after  this  laft,  the  dukes  of  Berry  and 
Burgundy  had  a  private  conference.  They  faid, 
'  it  was  now  time  to  punifh  thofe  who  had  difho- 
noured  their  nephew,  the  king,  and  who  had  led 
him  to  2l&.  according  to  their  pleafure.  We  will 
begin,  firft,  with  the  conftable,  for  he  is  of  the 
higheft  rank  and  greatell  wealth:  when  he  made 
his  will  a  fhorc  time  ago,  on  being  wounded,  he 
proved  he  had  feventeen  hundred  thoufand  francs 
in  money  and  moveables.  How  the  devil  could 
iie  have  amafled  fuch  a  fum  ?  for  the  marriage  of 
his  daughter,  with  our  coufin,  John,  of  Brittany, 
whom  he  ranfomed  from  England,  mud  have  cofl 
him,  in  the  whole,  two  hundred  thoufand  francs  ! 
But  how  Ihall  we  manage  to  begin  on  him,  with 
any  reafonable  prete'xc  ?  for  he  is  ftrongly  fup- 
ported  by  our  nephew,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and 
by  many  of  the  great  barons  of  France,  flow- 
ever,  if  we  can  but  once  lay  hands  on  him,  we 
will  attack  him  by  law,  and  the  parliament  at  pre.- 
fent  is  of  our  party.' 

*  That  is  true,'  replied  the  duke  of  Burgundy  j 
*  and  the  firft  time  he  comes  to  me,  which  he 
muft  do  to-mr^rrow  on  bufinefs,  I  will  convince 
him,  by  the  reception  I  give  him,  that  he  is  not  in 
my  favour,  and  do  you,  brother  of  Berry,  do  the 
fame  v/hen  he  comes  to  you,'      *  That  I  will,'  an- 

fwered 


so 

fwered  the  duke  of  Berry,  and  with  thefe  words 
the  conference  ended. 

The  lord  de  Clifibn,  who  thought  not  but  that 
he  was  moderately  well  in  favour  with  the  dukes 
of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  waited  on  the  lad,  for  bu- 
llnefs  of  his  office.  He  had  been  much  teized  by 
many  knights  and  fquires,  who  were  of  the  late 
expedition^  and  wanted  money,  for  they  had  never 
received  any  thing :  the  chancellor  of  France  and 
the  trealurer  had  fent  them  to  the  conftable  to  be 
paid.  He  came  therefore  one  afternoon  to  the 
hotel  d'Artois,  to  remonftrate  with  the  duke  oi 
Burgundy  on  this  bufmefs,  and  nothing  elfe,  for 
he  had  already  been  difmifled  from  any  fliare  in  the 
government. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  hotel  d'Artois,  he  en- 
tered the  court  with  his  attendants,  who  were  not 
numierous,  and  difmounted.  The  conftable  af- 
cended  die  flairs  attended  by  only  one  fquire,  the 
others  waiting  for  him  in  the  court.  He  found  two 
of  the  duke's  knights  in  the  hall,  and  demanded 
from  them  if  the  duke  was  difengaged,  and  if  he 
could  fpeak  with  him.  ^  Sir,  \vt  knov/  not,  re- 
plied they  i  *  but  will  foon  inform  you,  if  you 
will  wait  here.'  They  entered  the  duke's  apart- 
ment, and  found  him  unoccupied,  chatting  with  a 
herald,  returned  il-om  a  grand  feaft  in  Germany, 
The  knights  interrupted  the  converfation,  by  fay- 
ing, '  My  lord,  fir  Oliver  de  CliiTon  is  in  the 
hall,  and  wifhes  to  fpeak  with  you,  if  it  be  your 
pleafure.'  *  In  God's  name,'  replied  the  Juke, 
*■  let  him  come  forward  :  v/e  have  at  prcfent  lei- 
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fure  to  fpeak  with  him,,  and  hear  what  he  has  to 
fay.'  One  of  the  knights  left  the  apartment,  and 
called  the  conftable,  faying,  *  Sir,  come  on  :  my 
lord  fends  for  you.'  The  conftable  no  fooner  en- 
tered the  room,  than  the  duke  changed  colour, 
and  repented  having  fent  for  him,  although  he  was 
anxious  to  tell  him  his  mind. 

The  conftable  took  off  his  hood,  and,  bowing 
to  the  duke,  faid, — '  I  am  come,  my  lord,  to 
know  how  to  a6t  refpeding  the  payment  of  the 
knights  and  fquires  who  were  of  the  late  expedi- 
tion, for  my  office  is  perpetually  befieged  by  them  ; 
and,  as  you  and  my  lord  of  Berry  at  prefent  go- 
vern the  kingdom,  have  the  goodnefs  to  in- 
form me.' 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  angrily  replied, — - 
*  Cliffon,  ClifTon,  you  need  not  trouble  yourfelf 
about  the  ftate  of  France  j  for,  without  your 
office,  it  will  be  perfeftly  well  governed.  In  an 
evil  hour  have  you  interfered  in  it.  How  the 
devil  can  you  have  amaffed  fuch  a  fum  as  feven- 
teen  hundred  thoufand  francs,  which  you  declared 
yourfelf  to  be  pofleffed  of  by  your  will  ?  Neither 
my  lord  the  king,  my  brother  of  Berry,  nor  my- 
felf,  with  all  our  power,  have  ever  been  able  to 
colledl  fuch  a  fumi.  Quit  my  prefence,  and  leave 
my  houfe,  and  let  me  never  fee  you  again  -,  for,  if 
it  were  not  from  regard  to  my  cwn  honour,  I 
would  have  your  other  eye  put  out.'  At  thefe 
words,  the  duke  of  Burgundy  went  away,  leaving 
the  lord  de  Cliffon  aftonifhtd.  He  quitted  the 
apartment^  with  his  head  fynk  down,  and  quite 
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melancholy,  without  being  attended  by  any  one. 
Having  crofTed  the  hall,  he  defcended  into  the 
court,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  departed  with  his 
people,  taking  a  private   way   to  his  own  hotel, 

without  faying  a  word. 


CHAP.  vm. 

SIR  OLIVER  DE  CAISSON,    AFTER   THE    HARSH   AN- 
SWER OF   THE    DUKE    OF     BURGUNDY,    RETIRES 

TO    MONTLHERY. BEING    PURSUED    THITHER, 

HE     HAS     TIME     TO     MAKE     HIS      RETREAT     TO 
CHASTEAU  JOSSELIN. 

"XXyTHEN  the  lord  de  ClilTon  had  entered  his 
hotel,  he  formed  various  plans  in  his  own 
mind  as  to  his  future  conduft  :  he  forefaw  that 
very  fhortly  public  affairs  would  be  badly  ma- 
naged, and  had  no  one  to  open  his  m.ind  to  on  the 
fubjeft,  for  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  at  Creil :  in- 
deed, had  he  been  at  Paris,  he  had  no  power  to 
fave  or  defend  him.  Sufpecting,  after  what  had 
pafTed,  that  the  duke  of  Burgundy  would  arreft 
him,  and  force  his  hotel,  he  determ.ined  not  to 
wait  the  event,  but  ordered  his  moft  confidential 
fcrvants  to  pack  up  all  he  iliould  want,  and,  in 
the  evening,  fet  off  from  Paris,  attended  by  only 
two  perfons. 

He  paffed  the  gate  of  Saint  Anthony,  and  rode 
to  Charenton,  where,  crofTing  the  Seine  by  the 
bridge,  he  continued  his  journey  to  his  caflle  of 

Mont- 
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Montlhery,  feven  leagues  from  Paris^  where  he 
remained  until  he  heard  other  news. 

The  fame  day  tlie  duke  of  Burgundy  had  re- 
buffed the  conftable,  he  mei  the  duke  of  Berry  at 
the  Louvre,  on  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  He  tolcj 
his  brother  of  Berry  how  he  had  fpoken  to  fir 
Oliver  de  ClilTon,  who  anfwer^d,  '  You  have  well 
done.  We  muft,  by  fome  means  or  other,  lay 
hold  of  him;  for  in  truth,  CiilTon,  le  Mercier, 
la  Riviere  and  Montagu  have  plundred  the  king- 
dom ;  but  the  time  is  now  come  when  they  mull 
make  ample  reftitution,  and  their  heads  ought  to 
pay  the  forfeit  alfo.' 

I  know  not  the  particular  reafons,  but  it  is  a 
fa6l,  that  the  day  the  conftable  left  Paris,  Mon- 
tagu did  the  fame,  and  alfo  by  the  gate  of  Saint 
Anthony.  He  took  the  road  for  Troyes  in  Cham- 
pagne, but  faid  he  would  not  ftop  any  where 
until  he  was  arrived  at  Avignon,  whither  he  had 
already  fent  the  greater  part  of  his  wealth.  He 
had  left  a  fufficiency  with  his  wife  to  maintain  her 
flate  handfomely  ;  for  he  forefaw,  fmce  the  king 
was  deprived  of  his  fenfes,  public  affairs  would 
go  ill  under  the  government  of  the  dukes  of 
Berry  and  Burgundy,  who  never  fpoke  to  him. 

Sir  John  le  Mercier  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  done  the  fame,  had  he  been  able  -,  but  he 
had  been  put  under  an  arrell,  and  nothing  could 
come  in  or  go  out  of  his  houfe  without  the  know- 
ledge of  his  guards.  What  he  had  before  laid  by 
in  a  place  of  fecurity  was  of  the  greateft  fervice  to 
him  at  a  proper  opportunity,  for  all  that  was  known 
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to  be  his  was  claimed  and  feized  by  the  two  re- 
gents. He  was  afterwards  committed  a  prifoner 
to  the  caftle  of  the  Louvre,  as  was  in  like  man- 
ner le  begiie  de  ViliaineSj  count  de  Ribadeo  in 
Spain. 

They  fent  to  the  hotel  of  Montagu,  but  found 
no  one,  n:M-  could  they  learn  whither  he  was  gone, 
and  with  this  they  v.-ere  forced  to  be  fatisficd. 
Inquiries  were  made  if  fir  Oliver  de  ClifTon  were 
in  Paris,  and  orders  v/ere  fent  to  his  ho.el  for 
him  to  furrender  himfelf  a  prifoner  in  the  Louvre  : 
but  no  perfon  was  at  his  hotel  except  the  houfe- 
fteward,  who  could  not  give  any  intelligence  con- 
cerning him. 

Two  days  pafTed  before  it  was  knov.'n  that  he 
was  in  his  caftle  of  Montlhery.  The  two  dukes, 
impatient  to  lay  hold  on  him,  ordered  inftantly 
Barrois  des  Barres,  fir  John  de  Chateaumcrant, 
the  lord  de  Coucy  and  fir  William  de  la  Trimou- 
ille  to  colle6l  three  hundred  lances,  and  faid  to 
them, — '  March  with  this  force  without  delay  to 
Montlhery,  invefl  the  tov/n  and  caftle,  and  do  not 
leave  it  until  you  fhall  bring  us  Clillbn  dead  or 
alive.' 

The  knights  obeyed,  as  was  their  .duty,  for  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  was  now  in  the  hands 
of  thefe  two  dukes,  and  they  left  Paris  with  their 
three  hundred  lances,  not  all  at  once,  but  in  five 
feparate  bodies,  that  their  departure  might  be  the 
Jefs  noticed.  God,  however,  affifted  the  con- 
ftable  J  and  he  had  fuch  good  friends  among  this 
armament,  that  he  was  pun(5lually  informed  of  its 
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departure,  and  the  hour  it  would  arrive.  To  that 
he  had  full  leifure  to  take  proper  meafures  not  to 
iiifFer  from  it.  He  and  his  people  let't  Montlhery, 
and  by  travelling  through  bye  roads,  over  heaths, 
and  avoiding  all  inclofed  towns  or  cities,  arrived 
fafely  in  Brittany,  and  entered  his  caftle  called 
chateau  Joflelin,  which  was  well  provided  with  all 
things,  where  he  remained  to  wait  other  intelli- 
gence. 

Barrois  des  Barres  and  the  other  knights  put 
their  orders  into  execution,  took  pofTeflion  of  the 
town  of  Montlhery,  and  furrounded  the  caftle. 
They  remained  thus  one  night,  imagining  the 
conftable  was  within,  but  he  was  not,  as  you 
have  heard.  On  the  morrow,  while  they  were 
preparing  for  the  affault,  the  fervants  in  the  caftle 
came  out  to  know  what  they  were  about.  The 
knights  faid  they  wanted  fir  Oliver  de  Cliflbn,  and 
that  was  the  objecft  of  their  coming.  The  fer- 
vants in  guard  of  the  caftle  replied,  that  the  lord 
de  Cliflbn  had  left  it  four  days  ago,  and  offered 
to  open  every  part  of  it  for  them  to  fearch.  The 
knights  and  fquires  entered  the  caftle  armed  from 
head  to  foot,  as  if  for  inftant  combat,  for  fear  of 
being  furprifed  by  treachery  or  an  ambufcade. 
They,  however,  found  that  the  fervants  had  told 
them  the  truth ;  for  they  minutely  fearched  every 
part  of  it,  without  difcovering  any  traces  of  the 
lord  de  Clifton.  Aftef  this,  they  marched  away  on 
their  return  to  Paris,  when  they  related  to  thole 
who  had  fent  them  all  they  had  done. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

THE  LORD  DE  LA  RIVIERE,  THE  PRINCIPAL 
MINISTER  OF  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  BEFORE 
HIS    ILLNESS,    IS    MADE    PRISONER    BY    ORDERS 

OF    THE   DUKES  OF    BERRY    AND   BURGUNDY. 

THE      DUCHESS     OF     BERRY     INTERCEDES    FOR 
HIM    WITH    HER    LORD. 

'TpHE  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  finding 
-*•  that  the  conftable  had  efcaped,  v/ere  much 
vexed  -,  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  dukes  of  Or- 
leans and  Bourbon  rejoiced  at  it.  *  Now,'  faid 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  *  he  fhews  by  his  flight 
that  he  fufpedls  us  ;  but,  though  he  has  fled,  he  is 
not  yet  acquitted.  We  will  force  him  haftily  to 
return,  or  he  fhall  lofe  every  thing  we  can  lay  cur 
hands  on.  Even  this  fhall  not  free  him  from  fome 
heavy  charges  which  only  wait  for  trial,  to  prove 
him  guilty  and  deferving  punifliment.  If  the  great, 
the  powerful  and  the  wicked  be  not  chaftifed,  juf- 
tice  will  not  be  equally  dealt,  and  the  lower  ranks 
and  the  poor  will  with  truth  be  difcontented.  Juf- 
tice  ought  to  be  dealt  out  without  difcrimihation  to 
all,  that  every  one  may  take  example.' 

Such  was  the  difcourfe  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy J  but  the  lord  de  Clifibn  was  fafe  in  his 
caftlc  of  Joflelin,  in  Brittany,  well  provided  with 
every  thing  to  defend  it,  and  to  hold  out  a  long 
fiege. 
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The  day  that  Barrois  des  Barres  returned  to 
PariSj  to  tell  his  lords  that  fir  Oliver  de  Clifibn 
was  not  at  Montlhery,  the  two  dukes  faid, — 
'  Barrois,  fet  out  to-morrow  very  early,  and  ride 
to  Auneau.  We  have  heard  the  lord  de  la  Riviere 
is  there.  Demand  to  fee  him  from  us  and  from 
the  council,  and  manage  fo  that  you  give  a  good 
account  of  him  when  we  lliall  require  it  from  you.* 
Sir  Barrois,  having  promifed  obedience,  rode  the 
next  morning  with  his  men  at  arms  to  Auneau, 
near  to  Chartres.  It  has  a  handfome  caftle,  which 
the  lord  de  la  Riviere  received  in  marriage  with 
his  wife  the  lady  of  Auneau,  and  he  had  greatly 
improved  both  the  caftle  and  lands.  He  was  much 
beloved  by  his  vafials.  whom  he  treated  with  af- 
feflionate  care.  The  commifTioners  fent  by  the 
dukes,  on  their  arrival  at  Auneau,  executed  their 
orders  on  the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  whom  they  found 
with  his  lady  and  children.  He  was  expecfting 
fuch  a  melTage,  for  he  had  already  learnt  that  fir 
John  le  Merrier  and  the  count  de  Ribadeo  were  in 
prifon,  and  that  the  conflable  had  fled  from  Mont- 
lhery to  a  more  diftant  and  fecure  caftle. 

Thofe  who  had  brought  him  this  intelligence 
faid, — *  Sir,  fave  yourfelf ;  for  the  envious,  who 
at  this  prefent  govern,  are  againft  you,  and  fortune 
has  turned  with  them.'  To  this  he  had  replied, — 
'  Here  and  every  where  elfe  I  am  in  the  power  of 
God  :  if  I  fly  or  hide,  1  fliould  accufe  myfelf  as 
guilty  of  crimes  of  which  I  feel  myfelf  incapable 
and  innocent.  God  has  given  me  all  I  poflTefl^ed, 
and  he  may  take  it  from  me  whenever  he  pleafcs : 
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to  his  will  I  fiibmit.  I  have  falthrully  and  loyally 
ferved  the  late  king,  of  happy  memory,  as  well 
as  the  prefent  king.  My  fcrviccs  have  been  well 
known  to  both,  and  they  have  royally  rewarded 
them.  I  feel  bold  enough,  from  what  by  their 
commands  I  have  done  for  the  good  of  the  king- 
dom, to  ftand  the  judgment  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris  j  and,  if  they  fliall  find  in  my  w'hole  condudt 
*  any  thing  worthy  of  blame,  let  me  be  punilhed.* 

Such  was  the  declaration  -of  the  lord  de  la  Ri- 
viere to  his  wife  and  his  friends,  before  the  com- 
miffioners  from  the  regents  came  to  Auneau.  On 
their  arrival,  his  fervants  faid, — '  My  lord,  here 
are  fuch  and  fuch  perfons,  with  a  large  force,  who 
want  to  enter  the  cadle :  what  do  you  fay  ?  lliall 
we  open  the  gates?'  *  Why  not?'  he  replied; 
*  they  are  very  welcome.'  On  faying  this,  he  went 
to  meet  them,  and  received  every  one  mod  gra- 
cioufly,  and  in  converfing  together  they  all  en- 
tered the  hall  of  the  caflle  of  Auneau.  After  a 
fhort  paufe,  fir  Barrois  des  Barres,  a  gallant  and 
courteous  knight,  with  much  vexation,  arrefted 
the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  according  to  the  orders  he 
had  received,  which  he  was  bound  to  execute.  The 
lord  de  la  Riviere  held  him  excufed  and  imme- 
diately obeyed  his  fummons  ;  for  he  neither  could 
nor  would  otherwife  ad  by  difputing  it  j  and  he 
remained  a  prifoner  in  his  own  caftle  of  Auneau. 

You  may  imagine  his  lady  was  in  great  anguiili 
when  fhe  faw  fortune  thus  adverfe  to  her  lord, 
and  ihe  ftill  more  dreaded  the  conclufion. 

The  lord  de  la  Riviere  was  not  long  a  prifoner 
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in  his  own  caftle,  before  he  was  fent  for  by  thofc 
who  ruled  the  temporality  and  fpirituaiity  of 
France  (for  the  perfon  who  figned  himfelf  pope 
Clement,  held  all  his  power  in  that  country  through 
the  good  will  of  thefe  dukes)  to  Paris,  where  he 
was  confined  in  the  prifons  of  the  Louvre.  Many 
in  France  were  afflifled  at  this,  but  they  dared 
only  fpeak  of  it  in  private.  They  were  indifferent 
as  to  fir  John  le  Mercier,  but  the  lord  de  la  Ri-  ♦ 
viere  had  been  courteous,  debonair,  and  patient  in 
hearing  poor  people,  and  fuch  as  were  not  of 
rank,  to  attend  his  public  audiences.  It  was  re- 
ported in  Paris  that  they  v/ere  to  be  beheaded  j 
and  it  was  whifpered  flanderoufly,  to  ruin  their 
popularity,  that  they  had  been  traitors  to  the 
crown,  and  plundered  the  treafury  of  great  wealth, 
with  which  they  had  kept  up  their  ftate,  and  built 
houfes  and  fine  caftles,  while  poor  knights  and 
fquires,  who  had  expofed  their  lives  in  arms  for 
the  fervice  of  the  realm,  and  fold  their  inheri- 
tances for  fubfiftence,  could  not  obtain  any  pay- 
ments, for  a  long  time  pall,  from  fir  Oliver  de 
Cliflbn,  the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  fir  John  le  Mer- 
cier, or  from  Montagu,  who  had  fled. 

Their  numerous  enemies,  who  were  in  great 
ftrength,  declared  they  defcrved  to  die,  which  put 
them  in  great  rifk.  They  urged,  as  a  crime  againft 
them,  that  they  had  advifed  the  king  to  go  to 
Mans,  and  thence  to  Brittany,  and  had,  by  poi- 
foned  liquors  which  they  gave  him  to  drink, 
brought  on  this  frenzy  -,  and  it  was  currently  re- 
ported, that  the  king's  phyficians,  who  had  the 
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care  of  his  health,  were  not,  in  any  way,  permitted 
to  have  their  will,  nor  was  their  advice  followed. 

So  much  was  faid  againft  thefe  two,  that  the 
lord  de  la  Riviere  and  fir  John  le  Mercier  were 
removed  from  the  Louvre  and  delivered  over  to 
the  provoft  of  the  Chatelet,  and  confined  in  the 
caftle  of  St.  Anthony,  under  the  guard  of  the  vif- 
count  d'Achy,  at  that  time  the  governor.  On  this 
removal,  though  the  common  report  ran  that  they 
were  to  be  put  to  death,  in  truth  they  were  never 
condemned;  nor  could  thofe  by  whom  they  had 
been  examined,  ever  in  their  confciences  find  them 
guilty  of  death.  They  were,  however,  daily  at- 
tacked by  fome,  who  faid,  *  Take  heed  to  your 
fouls,  for  your  bodies  are  already  difpofed  of: 
you  are  both  condemned  to  have  your  heads  cut 
off.*  In  this  diftreffmg  ftate  they  were  kept  for 
fome  time  j  but  the  begue  de  Villaines,  a  great 
knight  and  valiant  man  at  arms,  from  the  country 
of  Beauce,  inculpated  in  the  fame  accufations,  had 
many  friends,  who  pleaded  effeftually  in  his  favour, 
and  he  was  freed  from  prifon  with  a  full  acquittal. 
On  his  leaving  the  prifon,  he  was  told  by  his  re- 
lations, fir  Barrois  des  Barres  and  others,  to  pre- 
pare to  fet  out  for  Caftille,  where  in  future  he 
muft  refide,  on  the  handfome  inheritance  he  gained 
by  his  marriage  with  the  countefs  de  Ribadeo. 

He  followed  the  advice  that  had  been  given  him, 
and  fpeedily  packed  up  all  he  wanted,  and  fet  out 
for  Caftille,  leaving  his  two  friends  in  prifon,  and 
in  daily  peril  of  lofing  their  lives.  AH  the  pro- 
perty, moveable  and  immoveable,  of  fir  J  ohn  le 
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Mercler,  that  was  In  France,  and  could  be  laid 
hold  of,  was  confifcated  and  given  to  others.  His 
fine  houfe  at  Pont  a  Louvion*,  in  the  diocefe  of 
LaoHj  that  had  cofl  him  fuch  immenfe  fums,  was 
feized  and  given  to  the  lord  de  Coucy  with  all  its 
eftateSj  manors  and  dependancies.  I  am  ignorant 
if  this  was  done  at  his  requell,  but  he  pofieiTed 
it,   ana  his  heirs  afterwards. 

The  regents  treated  the  lord  de  la  Riviere  very 
cruelly.  They  confifcated  all  his  eftates,  as  well 
what  had  defcended  to  him  as  thofe  he  had  pur- 
chafed,  and  all  his  moveables  wherever  they  could 
be  found.  The  lady,  his  wife,  had,  however,  re- 
ferved  to  her  ufe  all  the  domain  of  Auneau,  and 
whatever  elfe  fhe  had  inherited  from  her  family, 
by  father  or  mother.  She  had  a  young  and  gen- 
teel daughter,  of  ten  years  old,  who  had  been  be- 
trothed to  James  de  Chaftillon,  fon  and  heir  to 
fir  Hugh  de  Chaftillon,  who  had  formerly  been 
mailer  of  the  crofs  bows  of  France  :  he  was  al- 
ready in  pofleflion  of  large  eftates,  and  in  the  ex- 
pedation  of  more.  He  had  made  feveral  excur- 
fions  with  his  intended  father-in-law,  the  lord  dc 
la  Riviere ,  but,  notwithftanding  this,  the  regents 
would  break  off  the  intended  marriage  in  fpite  of 
the  young  man.  This  connexion  was  put  an  end 
tOy  and  he  married  elfewhere,  according  to  the 
pkiifure  of  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  and 


*  Pone  a  Louvion,— It  is  in  the  M3Si  Pont-Aubumen,  and 
Tant  k  Lonnion.  Q^  if  not  Pont  a  Nouvion.  Tliere  arc  three 
viiligcs  of  tiut  name  ia  the  cleftion  of  Laon. 
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the  lord  de  la  Trimouille,  who  took  the  manage- 
ment of  the  biifinf  fs. 

The  lord  de  k  Riviere  had  iikewife  a  fon,  a 
fquire,  who  was  his  heir,  married  to  the  only 
daughter  of  the  lord  de  Damprnirtin,  who  was 
not  iikeiy  to  have  more  children,  and  this  dAU2;hter 
was  his  heirefs.  The  regents  wanted  likewiie  to 
break  off  this  marriage,  and  unite  her  inoit  ..obiy ; 
but  the  count  de  Dampmarcin,  li.:-  an  honourable 
man,  ftepped  forward,  and  fiin,- — '  That  as  long 
as  the  fon  of  the  lord  de  la  Riviere  lived,  his 
daughter  Ibould  have  no  other  hufband;  and,  if 
violence  were  ufed  lo  fhortcn  his  days,  his  daugh- 
ter fhouM  remain  a  widow,  and  he  v/ould  fo 
ftrongly  fettle  his  property,  that  thofe  who  might 
wifli  to  gain  it  by  fraud  or  otherwife  would  find 
themfeives  difappointed.' 

When  they  faw  the  firranefs  of  the  count  de 
Dampmartin,  and  that  he  would  not  give  up  his 
fon-in-law,  they  left  him  quiet,  and  the  marriage 
remained  good ;  but  the  firll  I  mentioned  was  fet 
afide  by  an  abfolution  from  pope  Clement,  who 
was  forced  to  give  it  whether  he  would  or  not ; 
for  he  had  no  power  over  the  realm  of  France, 
but  what  the  two  dukes  were  pleafed  to  allow  him, 
fo  greatly  was  the  church  lowered  and  hurt  by  the 
difgraceful  fchifm,  and  by  the  condud  of  thofe 
who  ought  to  have  ruled  it  better. 

Many   in  France,  and  in   other  countries,  ac- 
quitted the  lord  de  la  Riviere  from  all  blame,  but 
their  excufing  him  was  of  no  avail ;  for,  although 
his  innocence  was  as  clear  as  the  day,  no  one  dared 
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to  fpeak  In  his  behalf,  but  that  courageous  young 
lady  the  duchefs  of  Berry. 

Too  often  had  that  good  lady  call  herfelf  at  her 
lord's  fettj  faying,  with  uplifted  hands, — ^  Ah,  my 
lord,  you  allow  yourfclf  to  be  fv/ayed  wrongly 
and  finfuUy,  by  the  en\'ious  and  dilappointed,  who 
poifon  your  mind  with  tales  againtl  this  valiant 
knight,  and  virtuous  man,  the  lord  de  la  Riviere. 
They  accufe  him  unjufljy,  and  no  one  dares  to  fay 
a  word  in  his  defence.  1  wilh  you  therefore  to 
know,  that,  if  he  be  put  to  death,  I  fhail  never 
again  tafte  happinefs,  but  remain  all  my  days  in 
forrow  and  affliction.  He  is,  whoever  may  fay 
the  contrary,  a  moft  loyal  and  prudent  knight. 
Ahj,  my  lord,  you  little  remember  the  handfomc 
fervices  he  has  done  you,  nor  the  pains  and  dif- 
ficulty he  had  to  encounter  when  he  accompliflied 
our  marriage.  I  do  not  fay  this  as  pretending  to 
have  been  worth  the  trouble,  for  I  am  but  a  poor 
lady  in  comparifon  to  you ;  but  you,  who  were  fo 
anxious  to  have  me,  had  to  deal  with  a  hard  and 
cunning  lord,  the  late  count  de  Foix,  in  whofc 
wardfhip  I  then  was ;  and,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  perfuafive  manners  of  the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  I 
fhould  have  never  been  your  duchefs,  but  fettled  in 
England ;  for  the  duke  of  Lancafter  folicited  mc 
for  the  earl  of  Derby,  and  the  count  de  Foix  in- 
clined more  to  him  than  to  you.  Moll  dear  fir, 
yoo  ought  not  to  be  forgetful  of  thefe  things,  for 
you  k no v/  what  I  fay  is  true.  I  therefore  moR 
humbly  entreat  that  you  would  have  compafiion 
on  the  gallant  knight  who  fo  courteoufly  conducted 
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your  bufinefs,  in  regard  tq  mc^  that  he  fufFer  i#x- 
ther  in  hfe  nor  limb.' 

The  duke  of  Berry,  thus  attacked  by  his  young 
and  handfome  wife,  whom  he  doated  upon,  and 
feehng  that  all  Hie  had  faid  was  true,  was  much  fof- 
tened  in  his  hatred  to  the  lord  de  la  Riviere ;  and 
to  appcafe  his  lady,  who  he  faw  was  in  earneft,  re- 
plied,— *  Lady,  as  God  may  fave  my  foul,  I  would 
rather  have  paid  twenty  thoufand  francs,  than  that 
la  Riviere  fliould  have  mifcondufted  himfelf  to- 
wards the  crown  of  France,  Before  this  indif- 
pofition  of  the  king,  I  loved  him  well,  and  con- 
fidered  him  as  a  prudent  and  valiant  knight.  Since, 
however,  you  thus  anxioufly  interelt  yourfelf  for 
him,  I  will  abate  my  anger  j  and  from  your  en- 
treaties and  felicitations  he  fhall  fare  the  better. 
I  will  exert  my  power  to  the  utmoil,  and  do  more 
for  your  prayers  than  if  all  France  united  had  pe- 
titioned me  in  his  behalf.* 

*  My  lord,*  anlwered  the  lady,  '  pleafe  God,  I 
fhall  fee  the  effects  of  it.  You  will  do  a  good  and 
charitable  act ;  for  I  believe  there  is  not  one,  befide 
myfelf,  that  has  fpoken  in  his  favour.'  *  You  f^y 
truly,'  replied  the  duke  ;  *  but  when  you  fo  warmly 
take  up  the  matter,,   it  is  fully  fufficient.* 

Thus  was  the  duchefs  contented  with  theafifwers 
of  the  duke  j  and  when  he  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, with  their  councils,  mvt  on  the  biifmefs, 
there  was  much  altercation.  Ther.e.  is  not  a  doubt 
but,  if  this  virtuous  lady  had  not  interfered,  he 
would  have  been  put  to  death.  From  affe(l:l:ion  to 
her,  it  was  otherwife  ;  and  fir  John  le  Mcrcier 
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"t^s  fortunate  in  being  the  companion  of  the  lord 
de  la  Riviere,  and  implicated  in  the  fame  charges, 
for  they  could  not  in  confcience  have  executed  one 
without  the  other. 

Notwithftanding  this  delay,  they  did  not  feel 
perfectly  fecure  in  prifon,  for  they  knew  they  had 
many  enemies,  who  ^yere  now  in  power,  and  angry 
(though  they  were  forced  to  abide  by  it)  that  they 
had  not  fooner  been  puniflied.  Sir  John  le  Mer- 
rier, during  his  confinement  in  the  Baftille,  was  in 
fuch  continual  grief  and  tears  that  he  nearly  loft 
his  fight.  It  was  melancholy  indeed  to  hear  the 
bitternefs  of  his  lamentations. 


CHAP.    X. 

AFTER  MANY  ADJOURNMENTS  AND  DELAYS,  THE 
CONSTABLE  DE  CLISSON  IS,  BY  JUDGMENT  OF 
THE  COURT  OF  PARLIAMENT  OF  PARIS,  BA- 
NISHED THE  REALM  OF  FRANCE,  CONDEMNED 
TO  PAY  A  FINE  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND 
FRANCS,  AND  DECLARED  INCAPABLE  OF 
HOLDING  THE  OFFICE  OF  CONSTABLE  OF 
FRANCE, 

T^UR'NG  the  confinement  of  the  two  knights 
•^"^  in  prifon,  wh;  re  they  remained  upwards  of  a 
year,  uncertain  what  the  conclufion  w^  Uid  i;e,  the 
lord  de  Cliflbn  v/as  attacked  every  way,  to  degrade 
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his  honour  and  deprive  him  of  his  office.  They 
were  more  defirous  to  lay  hold  of  him  than  any 
others  of  the  late  miniftry,  but  he  took  good  care 
to  prevent  it.  He  was  wife  in  fo  doing  i  for  if  he 
had  been  arrefled,  every  thing  was  prepared  for 
his  execution  the  moment  he  fhould  be  condemned, 
without  the  fmallcft  hope  of  mercy,  to  pleafe  his 
adverfary,  the  duke  of  Brittany,  who  had  never 
done  any  good  to  France, 

When  the  regents  found  he  had  efcaped,  they 
refolved  to  proceed  in  a  different  manner.  It  was 
ordered,  that  he  Ihould  be  fummoned  by  the  court 
of  parliament  of  Paris  to  appear  before  it,  and  an- 
fwer  fiich  charges  as  Hiould  be  m^de  againft  him, 
under  pain  of  being  difhonoured  and  hanilhed  from 
l^'rance. 

Commiflloners  were  lent  after  him  into  Brittany, 
by  the  chamber  of  parliament,  to  fummon  and  ar- 
reft  him.  They  acquitted  themfelves  well^  fo  far 
as  going  into  Brittany  and  demanding  at  all  the 
tov/ns  and  caftles  belonging  to  fir  Oliver  de  CliiTon 
where  he  was  to  be  founds  faying,—?'  We  are  fent 
by  the  king  and  council  to  fp.eak  with  my  lord 
the  conftable :  tell  us  how  we  can  fee  him,  that 
we  may  perform  our  meffage-' 

The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  or  caftles  dependant 
on  the  lord  de  Cliflbn  anfv/ered,  as  they  had  bceij 
tutored  to  do, — '  Gentlemen,  you  are  y^ry  wel- 
come !  if  we  wanted  to  fpeak  witl^  our  lord  the 
conflable,  v/e  Vv'ould  go  to  fuch  a  place,  where  we 
ihould  find  him  without  fail.'     Thus  were  the  com- 
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miflioners  fent  from  town  to  town,  afking  after  fir 
Oliver  de  Cliffon,  but  without  ever  finding  him,  or 
having  any  other  anfwers.  At  length,  being  dred 
of  the  purfuit,  they  returned  to  Paris,  and  related 
their  ill  fuccefs,  and  the  tricks  the  conftable's  vaf- 
fals  had  played  them.  Thofe  who  had  accufed  him, 
and  wilhed  his  condemnation,  would  not  that  he 
had  afted  otherwife,  for  now  they  faid,  they  would 
have  inftant  judgment,  and  he  fhould  be  treated  ac- 
cording to  his  deferts. 

They  publicly  fummoned,  by  order  of  parlia- 
ment, fir  Oliver  de  ClilTon  in  all  legal  form,  al- 
lowing the  ufual  interval  between  each  fummons, 
to  prevent  thofe  attached  to  him  from  faying  that 
hatred  or  malice  had  outflripped  juftice.  After 
every  adjournment  was  completed,  without  any  in- 
telligence received  from  him,  and  after  he  had  been 
fummoned  firft  at  the  door  of  the  chamber  of 
parliament,  then  publicly  at  the  gates  and  on  the 
fteps  of  the  palace,  with  every  ufual  folemnity, 
without  any  anfv/er  being  returned,  a  moft  cruel 
fentence  was  piiiTed  by  the  court. 

He  was  baniihed  the  kingdom  of  France  for  a 
falfe  and  wicked  traitor  to  the  crown,  condemned 
to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  thoufand  marcs  of 
filver,  for  the  extortions  which  he  had  fraudulendy 
and  wickedly  committed  in  former  times,  as  well 
in  the  office  of  conftable  as  in  the  exchequer  and 
clfewhere,  and  to  be  deprived  for  ever  of  the  office 
of  conftable  of  France. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  was  invited  by  the  court  to 
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be  prefent  when  this  fentence  was  pafled,  but  he 
would  not,  and  excufed  himfelf.  The  dukes  o° 
Berry  and  Burgundy  were  there,  with  a  great  many 
of  the  barons  of  France. 

Now  obferve  the  works  of  Fortune,  how  firm 
and  fteady  they  are,  when  fuch  a  valiant  and  good 
knight,  who  had  laboured  fo  fuccefsfully  for  the 
honour  of  France  was  thus  malicioufly  degraded  in 
honour  and  hurt  in  his  fortune.  He  was  lucky  in 
not  obeying  any  of  the  fummons,  for,  had  he 
come,  they  would  have  difgracefuUy  put  him  to 
death ;  nor  could  the  duke  of  Orleans  have  faved 
him,  for,  if  he  had  interceded  for  him,  no  atten- 
tion would  have  been  paid  to  it.  You  may  fup- 
pofe  that  the  duke  of  Brittany  and  fir  Peter  de 
Craon,  who  were  ftrongly  connected  with  each 
other,  were  much  rejoiced  at  this  ,  but  they  were 
vexed  the  conftable  had  not  borne  company 
with  the  lord  de  la  Riviere  and  fir  John  Ic 
Mercier.* 

This  fentence  made  a  great  noife  in  France  and 
elfewhere.  Some  pitied  him,  and  faid  in  fecret 
that  he  had  been  unjuftly  treated  :  others  oppofed 
it,  faying  it  was  fortunate  he  had  not  been  lain 
Jiold  of  and  hanged,  for  he  was  deferving  of  it. 
'  Our  regents,'  they  added,  *  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  manner  of  life,  have  not  been  to 
blame  in  fufFering  hiin  to  be  thus  treated.  H  jw  the 
devil  could  he  have  laid  by  fuch  a  fum  as  a  million 
and  a  half  of  florins  ?  It  could  not  have  been  by 
conquefls  in  war,  but  from  pillage  and  robbery, 
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tnd  from  the  pay  of  poor  knights  and  fquires,  as 
s  well  known  at  the  chancery  and  treafury,  where 
it  is  all  written  down.  In  the  expedincns  to  Flan- 
ders, he  raifed  and  received  large  fums  of  money, 
as  v/ell  as  in  that  which  the  king  made  into  Ger- 
many. All  the  taxes  for  the  war,  and  the  payment 
of  the  men  at  arms,  pafTed  through  his  hands.  He 
paid  himfelf  and  others  as  he  plealed,  keeping  the 
better  part,  without  any  one  daring  to  lay  a  word 
againil  it.' 

In  fuch  terms  was  fir  Qliyer  de  Cliflbn  accufed 
behind  his  back ;  and  the  proverb  fays  truly,  that 
*  thofe  whom  neceflity  forces  to  fell  have  never  a 
fair  offer.' 

The  duke  of  Brittany  caiifed  it  to  be  rumoured 
throughout  his  country,  that  whenever  the  dukes  of 
Berry  and  Burgundy  ihould  pleafe,  he  could  eafily 
reduce  the  lord  de  Clilfon  to  the  lowed  ftate  j  but 
at  the  moment  he  left  him  undifturbed,  to  fee  what 
turn  affairs  would  take,  for  he  exped^ed,  from  the 
meafures  then  purfuing,  the  lord  de  Clilfon  piuft  be 
deprived  of  the  conftablcfhip. 

The  duke  of  Brittany  and  fir  Peter  de  Craoii 
were  thus  fuddenly  relieved  from  all  anxiety 
by  the  favour  of  dame  Fortune,  who,  ever 
in  motion,  exalts  thofe  who  leaft  expe6l  it,  and 
tumbles  others  into  the  dirt  from  the  top  of  her 
wheel. 

Sir  Oliver  de  Clilfon,  the  lord  de  la  Riviere 
and  fir  John  le  Mercier  were  principally  accufe^ 
of  being  the  authors  of  the  king's  illnefs  -,  and  ;t 
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was  commonly  reported  by  thofe  who  hated  them, 
and  wifhed  their  death,  that  they  had  poifoned  the 
king.  Now  confider  how  little  there  was  in  this 
charge,  or  how  little  probability  of  their  attempt- 
ing fuch  an  acl,  who  were  fure  of  being  perfecuted 
if  any  accident  happened  to  the  king,  and  of  couife 
would  have  been  the  moft  eager  to  have  preferved 
him  in  health.  But  nothing  was  believed  which 
they  urged  in  their  defence,  as  you  already  know. 
The  lord  de  la  Riviere  and  fir  John  le  Mercier 
were  for  a  long  time  imprifoned  in  the  Baftille,  and 
in  great  danger  of  being  publicly  beheaded.  It 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  done,  if  the  king 
had  not  very  opportunely  recovered  his  health,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  flrong  and  repeated  inter- 
ceffions  the  duchefs  of  Berry  made  for  the  lord  de 
la  Riviere. 

The  lord  de  ClifTon  refided  in  Brittany  j  and  a 
fevere  warfare  was  kept  up  between  him  and  the 
jduke,  which  colt  many  lives,  as  will  be  related 
hereafcero 
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CHx\P.  XT. 

KING  CHARLES  RECOVERS  HIS  SENSES  THROUGH 
THE  MERCY  OF  GOD,  AND  THE  DILIGENT 
ATTENTION  OF  HIS  PHYSICIAN,  MASTER  WIL- 
LIAM  DE   HARSELEYo 

'T^HE  diforder,  which  befel  die  king  on  his 
•^  journey  to  Brittany,  greatly  affected  all  his 
fubjedls,  and  they  naturally  felt  for  their  king, 
who,  before  this  illnefs,  was  very  popular  with  all 
ranks.  Being  the  chief,  every  part  of  the  govern- 
ment fuffered  ;  for,  in  like  manner,  when  the  head 
of  aman  is  fick,  his  other  members  are  not  pain- 
lefs.  No  one  ventured  to  talk  openly  of  his  indif- 
pofition,  which  was  concealed  as  muph  as  it  could; 
be.  Indeed,  it  was  perfec5lly  unknown  to  the 
queen  until  fhe  was  recovered  from  her  lying  in ; 
and  I  believe  this  time  flie  was  brought  to  bed  of  a 
daughter. 

Mailer  William  de  Harfeley,  v/ho  had  the  ki;i§ 
under  his  care,  refided  quietly  with  him  at  Creil, 
and  was  very  attentive  to  him,  which  gained  him 
honour  and  profit,  for  by  little  and  litde  he  re- 
covered for  him  his  health.  Ht]  firft  got  rid  of 
the  fever  and  great  heat  he  complained  of,  and 
then  reftored  to  him  his  appetite,  fieep,  and  his 
recoUetSlion  of  things  about  him.  Until  he  was 
ftrong  enough  to  bear  removal  for  change  of  air^ 
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he  allowed  him  to  ride,  hunt,  and  amufe  himfelf 
with  hawking. 

On  the  news  of  the  king's  recovery  being  fpread 
abroad,  the  whole  kingdom  of  France  was  re- 
joiced, and  moft  heartily  and  fmcerely  were  thankl^ 
givings  offered  up  to  God  for  having  reftored  the 
king  to  his  fenies'and  memory.  During  his  red- 
dence  at  Creil,  he  demanded  to  Tee  the  queen  and 
his  fon :  fhe  came  thither,  and  brought  the  dau- 
phin^ The  king  received  them  very  kindly ;  and 
thus  by  degrees,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  was 
he  rdlored  to  health. 

Mafter  William  de  Harfeley,  feeing  him  in  (6 
fair  a  way,  was  in  high  fpirits,  and  not  without 
reafon,  for  he  had  performed  an  aftonifliing  cure. 
He  now  gave  him  up  to  the  care  of  his  brother, 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  his  uncles,  the  dukes  of 
Berry,  Burgundy  and  Bourbon,  faying  to  them,— • 
'  Thanks  to  God,  the  king  is  now  well:  I  deliver 
him  up  to  youi  but,  henceforward,  you  muft 
carefully  avoid  angering  or  vexing  him,  for  as  yet 
his  nerves  have  not  quite  recovered  their  ftrength, 
though  they  will  daily  get  better.  Amufements 
and  relaxation  from  the  fatigues  of  bufinefs  will  be 
of  fervice  to  him,  and,  above  all,  he  muft  not 
weary  himfelf  too  much  with  his  minifters  or 
council ;  for  his  head  will  continue  fome  time 
weak  and  delicate,  as  he  has  been  much  pulled 
down  and  fhattered  by  this  indifpofition.* 

Having  confulted  together,  they  refolved  to  re- 
tain mafter  William  de  Harfeley  at  fuch  an  ample 
falary  as  Ihould  fatisfy  him  i  for  it  is  the  objedt  of 
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all  medical  men  to  gain  large  falarles;,  and  as  much' 
profit  as  poflible,  from  the  lords  and  ladies  who 
call  for  their  aid.  It  was  therefore  propofed  to 
him  to  remain  with  the  king ;  but  he  excufed  him- 
felf,  faying>  '  that  he  was  old  and  weakly ;  that 
the  manner  of  living  at  court  would  not  agree  with 
his  years,  and  that  he  muft  immediately  return  to 
his  nurfling  at  home.'  When  they  faw  he  was 
determined  in  his  refufal,  they  prefl<fd  him  no 
further. 

They  gave  him  permiffion  to  depart,  and,  oft 
his  taking  leave,  prefented  him  with  one  thoufand 
crowns  of  gold,  and  an  order  for  four  horfes  on 
the  pofl-malters  whenever  he  fhould  pleafe  to  come 
to  court.  I  believe  he  never  returned;  for  he 
continued  in  the  city  of  Laon,  where  he  died  very 
rich,  pofleffed  of  thirty  thoufand  francs.  He  was 
the  mofl  niggardly  man  of  his  time :  his  whole 
pleafure  was  amafiing  money,  and  never  fpending 
a  farthing  at  home,  but  eating  and  drinking  abroad 
wherever  he  could.  With  fuch  rods  are  phyficians 
i;orred;ed. 
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CHAP.   XII. 

THE    TRUCE    IS    PROLONGED     BETWEEN     FRANCE 

AND     ENGLAND. THE      VISCOUNT     D£     CHAS- 

TELBON   DOES   HOMAGE    FOR    THE    COUNTY    OF 
FOIX  TO  THE  KING  OF    FRANCE. 

^T^O  continue  this  noble  and  pleafant  hiftory, 
undertaken  at  the  requeil  and  pleafure  of  that 
liberal  and  potent  prince,  my  very  dear  lord  and 
patron,  Guy  de  Chaftillon,  count  de  Blois,  lord  of 
Avefnes,  Chimay,  Beaumont,  Schoenhoven  and 
Turgovv,  I  John  FroifTart,  pried  and  chaplain  to 
my  very  dear  lord  before  named,  and  at  the  time 
'treafurer  and  canon  of  Chimay  and  Lille  in  Flan- 
ders, fet  myfelf  to  Work  at  my  forge,  to  produce 
new  and  noble  matter  relative  to  the  wars  between 
France  and  England  and  their  allies,  as  clearly  ap- 
pears from  the  various  treaties  which  are  of  this 
date,  and  which  excellent  materials,  through  the 
grace  of  God,  I  Ihall  work  upon  as  long  as  I  live  ; 
for  the  more  I  labour  at  it,  the  more  it  delights 
me,  juflas  a  gallant  knight  or  fquire  at  arms,  who 
loves  his  profeffion,  the  longer  he  continues  it,  fa 
much  the  more  delegable  it  appears. 

You  have  had  it  before  related  in  thefe  chroni- 
cles, that  a  tru^e  had  been  agreed  on  for  three 
years  at  Leulinghen,  between  France  and  England; 
chat  ambaffadors  from  France,  namely  the  count 
de  Saint  Pol  and  the  lord  de  Chateaumorant,  had 
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brought  the  papers  figned  and  fealed  from  Eng- 
land J  and  that,  fince  then,  the  lord  de  Chateau- 
morant  and  fir  Taupin  de  Cantemelle  had  accom- 
panied the  dukes  of  Lancafter  and  York  from  the 
conferences  at  Amiens  to  London,  to  learn  the  in- 
tentions of  the  king  and  parliament  of  England,  in 
regard  to  the  advances  which  had  been  made  at 
Amiens  towards  a  folid  peace  between  the  two 
nations,  fubjeft,  however,  to  the  confent  of  Eng- 
land, which  had  been  referved  in  the  treaty  by  the 
dukes  of  Lancafter  and  York. 

The  French  knights  had  returned  to  France; 
for  they  were  told  nothing  could  be  done  in 
the  matter  until  the  meeting  of  the  parliament, 
which  was  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Weft- 
minfter  at  Michaelmas :  that  then  the  affair 
would  be  difcuffed,  and  they  Ihould  have  an  an- 
fwer.  When  it  was  known  in  England  how 
grievoufly  the  king  of  France  was  afflided,  the 
bufmefs  was  much  retarded.  Neverthelefs,  the 
king  and  the  duke  of  Lancafter  were  deftrous  of 
peace  between  England  and  France,  and,  had  it 
depended  on  them,  it  would  have  been  concluded; 
but  it  was  not  fo,  for  the  commons  of  England 
preferred  war  to  peace,  faying,  *  that  war  with 
France  was  more  beneficial  to  them  than  other- 
wife.'  This  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  Thomas  duke 
ofGlocefter,  conftable  of  England,  who  was  very 
popular  throughout  the  country.  He  inclined  for 
war,  as  did  all  the  young  men  who  were  anxious 
to  fignalize  themfelves  in  arms  j  but  his  brother^ 
the  duke  of  Lancafter,  as  the  oldeftj  and  moft 
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powerful,  took  the  lead,  and  faid,  '  the  war  had 
lafted  long  enough  between  France  and  England, 
and  that  a  good  peace,  if  properly  attended  to, 
w^oidd  be  very  welcome  to  all  parties,  who  had 
luffered  greatly  from  the  long  fiate  of  warfare/ 
The  duke  added,  *  that  holy  Chriftendom  was  in 
danger  from  Bajazet,  who  was  in  great  force  on 
the  frontiers  of  Hungary,  forely  opprelTing  that 
country ;  and  that  was  the  proper  theatre  for  ail 
young  bachelors  who  wifhed  to  try  their  (kill  in 
arms.' 

Let  us  weigh  well  thefe  words  of  the  duke  of 
Lancafter,  which  were  c^ered  with  the  beft  inten- 
tions ;  for  he  had  many  times  invaded  France,  and 
overrun  that  country  with  fmall  gain.  He  had 
undergone  great  bodily  fatigue ;  and,  though  he 
burnt  and  deftroyed  the  fiat  country,  it  was  almoft 
as  foon  recovered  again  from  the  damages  it  had 
fuffered.  He  faid  that  this  war  led  to  no  good 
end,  but,  if  continued,  muft  be  pufhed  forward 
with  vigour,  and  the  flightefl  reverfe  might  be 
attended  with  the  worft  confequences.  He  like- 
wife  perceived  the  king  was  more  defirous  of  peace 
than  war, 

I,  the  author  of  this  hiflory,  know  not  how  to 
determine  who  was  in  the  right,  or  who  in  die 
wrong ;  but  it  was  faid  the  reafon  of  the  duke  of 
Lancafter's  conduft  was  that  he  had  married  his 
two  daughters  in  Caftille  and  Portugal,  and  there- 
fore he  was  defirous  of  peace.  His  fon  in  law, 
the  king  of  Cafliille,  was  young,  and,  to  prevent 
any  troubles  from  his  grandees,  and  in  order  that 
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he  might  reign  quietly,  it  was  neccfTary  ther$ 
iliould  be  inch  a  peace  with  France  as  the  Englifli. 
could  not  infringe.  Should  they  do  fo,  the  French 
would  inftantly  fall  on  Caftille  j  for  they  had  free 
entrances  thither,  through  the  kingdom  of  Arra- 
gon,  of  which  the  lady  Jolande  de  Bar,  a  French 
woman,  was  queen,  and  who  governed  that  king- 
dom as  well  as  Catalonia,  or  through  the  countries 
of  Beam  and  the  Bafques  j  for  the  vifcount  dc 
Chatcaubon,  the  heir  to  the  late  count  de  Foix, 
had  fworn  and  fealed  to  grant  this  permiflion,  when 
required  by  the  king  of  France. 

The  French  had,  therefore,  feveral  entrances 
to  Caftille,  without  danger  of  oppofition  from  the 
king  of  Navarre,  who  would  not  willingly  anger 
his  coufm-german  the  king  of  France.  His  bro- 
ther, fir  Peter  de  Navarre,  was  befide  at  the  court 
of  France,  and  would  inftantly  fofien  any  difputes 
that  fnouid  arife  between  the  king  of  France  and 
his  brother  of  Navarre  ;  for  he  was  a  good  French- 
man, and  never  afted  but  for  the  mutual  interefl 
of  the  two  kings. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter  was  fully  aware  of  all  the 
confequfnccs  of  war,  and  frequently  remonilrated 
on  the  fubjtcl  with  his  fon,  Henry  carl  of  Derby, 
who,  thoup^^i  young,  had  an  underftanding  and 
pru<^nct  that  feemed  likely  to  produce  perfection. 
Thk  carl  of  Derby  had  four  fine  fons,  Henry, 
John,  Humphrey  and  Thomas,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, by  Mary  de  Bohun,  daughter  to  the  earl 
et    Hfzrc(os:d    and    Northampton,    conftable    of 
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England,  and  poITclTed  in   her  right   very  large 
cftates. 

The  conclufion  of  the  matter  refpecling  peace, 
which  was  long  difcuffcd  in  the  parliament  held  at 
Wellminller  of  prelates,  noblemen  and  citizens 
from  the  cities  and  principal  towns,  was,  that  a 
truce  fhould  take  place  between  England,  France, 
and  their  refpeftive  allies,  by  fea  and  land,  to  laft 
from  Michaelmas  to  Saint  John  Baptift's  day,  and 
one  year  longer.  Thofe  who  had  been  fent  by  the 
king  of  France  carried  back  the  articles  of  the 
truce  properly  figned  and  fealed,  and  the  agree- 
ment was  well  obferved  by  all  parties. 

The  health  of  the  king  of  France  had  been  fo 
exceedingly  weakened  by  his  late  illnefs  that  his 
council  knew  not  to  whom  to  apply  for  advice ; 
for  the  phyfician  who  had  before  attended,  mailer 
William  de  Harfeley,  was  dead.  He  had,  how- 
ever, given  the  king,  before  he  left  him,  feveral 
good  recipes  which  he  had  ufed,  and  had  returned 
to  Paris  in  the  winter  with  very  good  health,  to 
the  great  joy  of  his  family  and  the  whole  com- 
monalty of  France,  with  whom  he  was  very  popu- 
lar. 

The  queen  accompanied  him  from  Creil  to 
Paris,  where  they  refided  at  the  hotel  de  Saint 
Pol.  At  times  he  went  to  the  Louvre,  but  for 
the  moft  part  ftaid  at  the  hotel  de  Saint  Pol ;  and, 
during  the  long  winter  nights,  there  were  carol- 
lings,  dancings  and  other  amufements,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  king,  queen,  duchefs  of  Berry, 
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di;cliei:   of  Orleans  and   other  ladles,    who   thus 
palTed  th'^  winter  nights. 

At  this  ftafon,  the  vifcount  de  Chateaubon  came 
to  Paris,  to  do  homage  to  the  king  for  the  county 
of  Foix,  which  he  inherited  as  legal  heir  to  Gallon 
de  Foix,  and  which  was  a  fief  dependant  on  France. 
Beam  is  an  independant  (late,  and  the  lords  of  it 
owe  fervice  to  none  other  lord  but  God,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  claims  the  late  prince  of  Wales,  of 
happy  memory,  urged  againft  Gallon  de  Foix, 
the  late  lord  of  Beam.  The  prince  pretended  it 
was  dependant  on  Aquitane,  but  the  count  dr 
Foix  denied  the  fa6l.  To  fay  the  truth,  all  thefc 
claims  of  the  prince  were  inftigated  through  the 
count  John  d'Armagnac,  as  has  been  already 
told,  fo  that  I  ihall  now  pafs  the  matter  over. 

When  the  vifcount  de  Chateaubon,  whom 
henceforward  I  fliall  call  count  de  Foix,  came  to 
Paris,  he  brought  a  coufin  with  him,  a  baftard-fon 
of  the  late  count,  called  Evan  de  Foix,  a  hand- 
fome  and  accomplilhed  knight,  whom  his  late 
father  would  have  willingly  made  his  heir,  with 
his  brother  Gracien,  that  was  now  with  the  king 
of  Navarre,  but  the  barons  of  Beam  Vi^ould  not 
confent  to  it.  The  matter,  therefore,  remained 
unfettled,  for  the  count,  as  you  have  feen,  died 
fuddenly.  On  Rr  Evan  being  introduced  to  the 
king,  he  took  a  great  liking  to  him,  for  he  was 
wonderfully  handfome  and  well  made ;  he  was 
befides  of  t' e  far.=  age  with  the  king;  and  the 
affairs  of  the  >^ifcount  de  Chateaubon  were  bene- 
fited by  this  friendfhip,    as  they  were   the  more 
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fpeedily  concluded.  The  vifcourit  returned  home ; 
but  fir  Evan  remained  at  court,  and  was  named  by 
the  king  one  of  his  knights  of  the  bed-chamber, 
with  twelve  courfers  at  the  charge  of  the  crown. 


CHAP.  XIIT. 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  IS  IN  GREAT  DANQER  OF 
HIS  LIFE  AT  A  MASQUED  DANCE  OF  MEN 
DRESSED  LIKE  SAVAGES.— POPE  BONIFACE  AND 
THE  CARDINALS  AT  ROME  SEND  A  LEARNED 
FRIAR  TO  THE  KING, 

"^TOT  long  after  this,  a  marriage  took  plac^ 
"^  between  a  young  fquire  of  Vermandoia  and 
a  damfel  of  the  queen,  both  of  the  royal  houfehold, 
The  court  v/ere  much  pleafed  at  it,  and  the  king 
refolved  to  keep  their  wedding  feall  at  his  expenfe. 
It  was  held  at  the  hotel  of  Sain^t  Pol,  and  great 
crov/ds  of  lords  attended ;  among  whom  were  the 
dukes  of  Orleans,  Berry,  Burgundy,  and  their 
duchefles.  The. weddingrciay  waspaiTed in  dancing 
and  joy.  The  king  entertained  at  fupper  the 
queen  in  great  ftate  ;  and  every  one  exerted  him- 
felf  to.add  to  the  gaiety,  feeing  Kow  much  delighted 
the  king  appeared. 

There  v/as,  in  the  king's  houfehold,  a  Norman 

fquire,  called  Hugonin  de  Genfay,  a  near  relation 

of  the  bridegroom,  who  thought  of  the  fblicwing 
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piece  of  pleafantry  to  amufe  the  king  and  ladies. 
This  marri'-i^e  was  on  a  Tuefday  before  Candle- 
mas-dav,  and  he  had  in  the  evening  provided  fix 
coats  of  linen  covered  with  fine  flax,  the  colour 
of  hair.  He  drefled  the  king  in  one  of  them, 
the  connt  de  Jouy,  a  young  and  gallant  knight, 
in  another,  which  becaine  him  well  -,  fir  Charles 
de  Poitiers,  fon  of  the  count  de  Valentinois,  had 
the  third ;  fir  Evan  de  Foix  the  fourth  j  the  fon  of 
the  lord  de  Nantouiiiet  had  the  fifth,  and  a  young 
knight  th;  fixth  *. 

When  they  were  all  thus  drelTed,  by  having  the 
coats  fewed  round  them,  they  appeared  like  fivages, 
for  they  were  covered  with  hair  from  head  to  foot. 
This  mafquerade  pleafed  the  king  greatly,  and 
he  exprelTed  his  pleallire  to  his  fquire.  It  was  fo 
fecretly  contrived  that  no  one  knew  any  thing  of  the 
matter  but  the  fervants  who  had  attended  on  them. 
Sir  Evan  de  Foix,  who  fecmed  to  have  more 
forefight  of  what  was  to  happen,  faid  to  the  king, — 
f  Sire,  command  ftridlly  that  no  one  come  near 
us  with  torches  j  for,  if  a  fpark  fall  on  the  coats 
we  are  dreffed  in,  the  flax  will  inllantly  take  fire, 
and  we  mufl:  inevitably  be  burnt :  take  care,  there- 
fore, of  what  I  fay.'  ^  Evan,'  replied  the  king, 
1  you  fpeak  well  and  wifely,  and  your  advice 
/hall  be  attended  to,'  He  then  forbade  his  fer- 
vants to  follow,  and,  fending  for  one  of  the  fer* 

*  In  the  iliftory  of  France  by  Villaret,  thefe  malkers  were, 
•=-thc  ki..g, — Hugues  4e  Guiilai,- — le  comtc  de  Joig -1,-p 
Aymard  de  Foitif^rs,  fon  of  the  count  de  Valentinoib, — Iq 
Jjatard  de  FoiX,~-J\au  ue  Nantouiiiet, 
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j cants  at  arms  that  waited  at  the  doors  of  the 
apartments,  faid  to  him^-rr^'  Go  tq  the  room  where 
the  ladies  are,  and  command,  in  the  king's  name, 
that  all  the  torches  be  placed  on  one  fide  of  it  i 
and  that  no  perfon  come  near  fiJ^  fayage  men 
who  arc  about  to  enter.' 

The  ferjeant  did  as  he  had  been  ordered  by  the 
king,  and  the  torch  bearers  withdrew  on  one  fide  j 
and  no  one  approaclied  the  dancers,  fo  long  as  the 
favages  ftaid  in  the  room.  The  apartment  was 
now  clear  of  all  but  ladies,  damfels,  and  knights 
and  fquires,  who  were  dancing  with  them.  Soon 
after,  the  duke  of  Orleans  entered,  attended  by- 
four  knights,  and  .fix  torches,  ignorant  of  the 
prders  that  had  been  given,  and  of  the  entrance 
pf  the  favages.  He  firft  looked  at  the  dancing, 
and  then  took  part  himfelf,  jufl:  as  the  king  of 
France  made  his  appearance,  with  five  others 
drelTed  like  favages,  and  covered  with  fl^x,  to 
reprefent  hair  from  head  to  foot.  Not  one  perfoa 
in  the  com.pany  knew  them ;  and  they  ere  all 
faftened  together,  while  the  king  led  thera  ciancing. 
On  their  entrance,  every  one  was  fa  occupied  in 
examining  them,  that  tlie  orders  about  the  torches 
were  forgotten.  The  kingj  who  was  the  leader,, 
fortunately  for  him,  quitted  them,  to  D:iew  himfelf 
to  the  ladies,  as  was  natural  to  his  youth,  and, 
pafTing  by  the  queen,  placed  himfelf  near  the 
duchefs  of  Berry,  who,  though  his  aunt,  was  the 
youngeft  of  the  company.  The  duchefs  amufed 
herfelf  in  talking  with  him,  and  endeavouring  to 
find  out  wlio  he  v/as ;  but  the  king,  rifmg  up 
F  4  from 
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/rom  his  feat,  would  not  difcover  hlmfelf.  The 
ciuchefs  faid,  '  You  fliall  not  t{c^:>c  thus,  for  I 
will  know  your  name.* 

At  this  moment,  a  moft  unfortunate  accident 
befel  the  others,  through  the  youthful  gaiety  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  who,  if  he  had  forefeen  the 
mifchief  he  was  about  to  caufe,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed  would  not,  for  any  confideration,  have  fo 
adled.  He  was  very  inquifitive  in  examining 
them,  to  find  out  who  they  were  ;  and,  as  the  five 
were  dancing,  he  took  one  of  the  torches  from 
his  fervants,  and,  holding  it  too  near  their  dreiTes, 
fet  them  on  fire.  Flax,  you  knov/,  is  inflantly  in 
a  blaze,  and  the  pitch,  with  which  the  cloth  had 
been  covered  to  fliften  the  flax,  added  to  the 
impolTibility  of  extinguifnng  it.  They  were  like- 
wife  chained  together,  and  their  cries  were  dread- 
ful }  for,  the  fire  was  fo  ftrong,  fcarcely  any  dared 
approach.  Some  knights  indeed  did  their  utmoit 
to  difengage  them,  but  the  pitch  burnt  their  hands 
very  feverelyj  and  they  iuffered  a  long  time 
afterwards  from  it. 

One  of  the  five,  Nantouillet,  recolledted  that  the 
buttery  was  near,  broke  the  chain,  and,  flying 
thither,  flung  himfelf  into  a  large  tub  of  water 
which  was  there,  for  wafhing  difhes  and  plates. 
This  faved  him,  or  he  would  have  been  burnt  to 
deach  like  the  others  :  but  he  was  withai  fome  time 
very  ilk  When  the  queen  heard  the  caufe  of 
the  cries,  fl.e  was  alarmed  left  the  king  fhould 
be  !uirL,  ^br  h.  had  told  r.er  he  woukf  be  one  of  the 
(iXj,  and  ia  her  fright  fainted  and  fell  down :  her 
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ladies  and  knights  haflened  to  her  afliftance ;  and,  the 
confufion  was  fo  great,  no  one  knew  what  zo  do. 
The  duchtfs  of  Berry  faved  the  king  by  throwing 
the  train  of  her  robe  over  him,  and  detaining  him, 
for  he  wanted  to  quit  her.     '  Where  are  you  going, 
faid  fhe  :   '  do  not  you  fee  your  companions  are  in 
a  blaze  ?  Who  are  you  ?  for  it  is  noL  now  a  time  to 
keep   it  fecrec.     He  then  named  himfeif,  faying, 
*  I  am  the  king.'      '  Ah,  my  lord,'  replied   the 
%iuchefs,  ^  put  on  quickly  another  drefs,  and  fliew 
yourfelf  to  the  queen,  for  fhe  is  very  much  diftreffed 
about  you.' 

The  king,  on  this  left  the  room,  and,  having 
thrown  alide  his  mummery,  drefled  himfeif  as 
faft  as  he  could,  and  returned  to  the  queen,  who 
had  been  much  comforted  by  the  duchefs  of  Berry. 
When  the  king  had  quitted  her,  fiie  went  to  the 
queen  and  faid,  '  Madam,  do  not  be  alarmed  for 
the  king:  you  will  fliortly  fee  him,  for  I  have 
been  talking  with  him.'  As  Ihe  faid  this,  die 
king  appear. 'd,  and  the  queen  trembled  for  joy  : 
llie  was  carried  by  her  knights  to  her  Cuamber, 
where  the  king  attended  and  comforted  her. 

The  oaftard  of  Foix,  when  en  fire,  cried  aloud, 
*  Save  the  king,  fave  the  king!'  who  indeed  was 
faved  in  the  manner  I  have  related.  It  was  the 
providence  of  God  that  infpired  him  to  leave  his 
companions  and  converfe  with  the  ladies,  for, 
had  he  remaiiied  with  them,  he  muft  inevitabiy 
have  been  burnt  to  death. 

Tiiis  cerribiC  ace  :ent  happened  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  in  the  bali-room,  at  the  hotel  de 
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Saint  Polj  and  it  was  a  mofi;  melancholy  fpeclaclc. 
Of  the  (our  that  were  on  fire,  two  died  on  the 
fpot :  the  other  twoj  the  baftard  of  Foix  and  the 
count  de  J oiiy,  were  carried  to  their  hotels^  and 
died  two  days  afterward  in  great  agonies. 

Thus  unfortunately  did  the  wedding-feafe  endj, 
although  the  married  couple  coyld  no  way  \^c 
blamed.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  alone  in  fault,^ 
who  certainly  intended  nqt  any  harm  when  he  held 
the  torch  fo  near  them.  His  giddinefs  caufed  it  ^ 
ai;d,  when  he  witneffed  ho^,y  unlucky  he  had  been, 
he  faid  aloud,—*  Liften  to  me  all  tha^  can  hear  me. 
Let  no  one  be  blamed  for  this  unfortunate  accident 
but  myfelf :  what  has  been  done  was  through  my 
fault:  but  woe  is  me  that  it  has  happened ;  and,  had. 
I  forefeen  the  confequences,  nothing  on  earth  fhould 
have  induced  me  to  do  it.'  The  duke  then  fol- 
lowed the  king,  and  made  his  excufes,  which 
were  accepted.  This  melancholy  event  happened 
on  the  Tuefday  before  Candlemas-eve,  in  the  year 
of  grace  1392:  it  made  a  great  noife  in  France 
and  in  other  countries. 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  were  not 
prefent  when  the  m.afkers  were  fet  on  fire,  but  were 
at  their  own  hotels,  having  taken  leave  of  f.e  king^ 
queen  and  ladies.  When  on  the  morrow,  it  bcn 
came  public  in  Paris,  the  people  v/ondered  g-eady, 
and  faid  that  God  had  a  feconc!  time  fhewn  his  kind 
providence  to  the  king,  and  that  he  ought  now 
to  put  afide  thefe  childiOi  things,  and  occupy 
himfelf  more  ferloufly  -,  for  that  he  had  too  long 
played  the   boy,  which  was  unbecoming  a  king 
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of  France.  The  commonalty  murmured  among 
themfelves,  and  faid,- — ^  What  a  narrow  efcape 
the  king  has  had  !  if  he  had  been  burnt  like  the 
others,  which  might  eafily  have  happened,  what 
would  have  become  of  his  uncles  ?  They  may  be 
afTured  not  one  of  them  would  have  efcaped  death, 
nor  any  knight  found  in  Paris.* 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  hearing  of 
this  language,  were  aftonifhed  and  alarmed,  and 
not  without  caufe.     They  mounted  their  horfes, 
and  rode  to  the  hotel  de  Saint  Pol  to  the  king, 
and  congratulated  him  on  his  efcape.     They  found 
him  Hill  frightened,  for  he  had  not  yet  recovered 
the  fenfe  of  the  pc-il  he  had  been  in  the  preceding 
night.     He  told  them  his  fair  aunt  of  Berry  had 
faved  him  from  being  burnt,  but  chat  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly grieved  for  the  melancholy  end  of  the 
count  de  Jouy,  fir  Evan  de  Foix  and  fir  Charles 
de  Poitiers.     His  uncles  confoled  him,   faying, — 
*  My  lord,  what  is  done  cannot    be   recovered  : 
.you  muft  forget  their  deaths,  and  render  thanks  to 
God  for  the  miraculous  efcape  you  yourfeif  have 
had  J  for  tliis   event  might  have  been  nearly  the 
death  of  the  kingdom  as  well  as  your  own.     You 
may  eafiiy  imagine  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
feq uences,  when  the  commons  of  Paris  hold  fach 
language   as    has    been  reported  to  us ;  and  God 
knows,  diat  if  you  had  penfhed,  they  would  htve 
murdered  u^  ail      ?4ake  yourself  ready  to  go  in 
royai  ftate,  fuitable  to  your  rank,  ana  ride  i  i  pil- 
grimage to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame,  and  f-.ew 
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yourfelf  to  your  people  :  we  will  accompany  you, 
for  the  citizens  of  Paris  are  very  defirous  to  fee 
you/ 

The  king  replied,  he  wo\ild  do  as  they  had  ad- 
vifed,  and  then  entered  into  converfation  with  his 
brother  the  duke  of  Orleans,  whom  he  much 
loved.  His  uncles  received  the  duke  kindly, 
blaming  him  a  little  for  the  youthful  trick  he  had 
played.  It  feemed  he  was  not  difpleafed  at  their 
lefture,  and  declared  he  never  intended  or  fufr 
pe6led  he  was  doing  wrong. 

On  the  point  of  nine  o'clock,  the  king  and  his 
attendants  mounted  their  horfes,  and  rode  through 
Paris  from  the  hotel  de  Saint  Pol,  to  the  churck 
of  Notre  Dame,  to  appeafe  the  people,  who  were 
in  great  commotion,  where  he  heard  mafs,  and 
made  his  offerings.  He  then  returned  to  the  hotel 
de  Saint  Pol  with  his  lords,  who  dined  there. 

This  accident  was  by  degrees  forgotten,  and  ob^ 
fequies,  prayers  and  alms  were  made  for  the  dead. 
Ah,  count  Gaflon  de  Foix  !  hadlt  thou  been  alive 
and  heard  of  the  cruel  death  of  this  thy  favourite 
fon,  thou  wouldft  have  been  fadly  grieved,  for 
thou  didfl  love  him  much,  and  I  know  not  how 
thou  wouldfb  have  been  confoled.  All  the  lords 
and  ladies  in  France,  when  they  heard  of  this  acr. 
cident,  were  fhccked  and  grieved. 

But  you  muft  know,  that  pope  Boniface  and 
his  cardinals  at  Rome  were  well  pleafed  when  they 
learnt  the  nev/s,  becaufe  the  king  was  contrary  to 
their  interefts.     They  faid  among  themfelves,    in 
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a  oonfiflory,  that  it  was  a  fecond  puniflimcnt  fent 
by  God,  to  make  him  take  warning,  for  having 
fupported  the  anti-pope  of  Avignon,  Robert  de 
Geneve,  who  was  falfe,  proud  and  prefumptuous, 
and  had  never  done  one  good  aft  in  his  whole  life, 
but  had  deceived  the  world.  The  pope  and  car- 
dinals refolved  to  fend  in  a  fecrec  manner  and 
without  pomp,  a  learned  friar  to  the  king  of  France, 
well  inflrufted  how  to  fpeak  and  preach,  to  at- 
tempt to  bring  him  and  the  French  nation  back 
to  the  way  of  falvation.  They  maintained,  that 
he  was  now  gone  aftray,  and  that  being  the  greatell 
king  in  Chriftendom,  the  church  ought  to  be  en- 
lightened and  fupported  by  him  more  than  by 
any  other. 

They  feledled  a  devout  and  fenfible  man,  whom 
they  ordered  to  go  into  France  ;  but,  before  his 
departure,  they  fully  inftru<5ted  him  what  to  fay 
and  how  to  a6t.  This  was  not  fo  quickly  done, 
nor  did  the  envoy  foon  arrive,  for  the  diftance  was 
great,  and  he  had  many  different  ftates  to  pafs 
through.  It  was  befide  neceflary  that  the  friar, 
who  was  a  Francifcan  monk,  fhould  know  if  the 
king  of  France  were  willing  to  fee  him  before  he 
(tz  out. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

THE  DUCHESS  OF  BERRY  SUPPORTS  THE  LORD  DE 
hA  RIVIERE,  IN  OPPOSITION  TO  THE  DUCHESS 
OF  BURGUNDY. 

TT  7E  will  return  to  the  affairs  of  France,  and 
'^     fay  how  they  were  going   on.      Notwith- 
{landing  the  king's  recovery,  the  dukes  of  Berry 
and  Burgundy  did  not  defift  from  their  attempts 
to  ruin  that  valiant  and  prudent  knight,  the  lord 
de  la  Riviere.     He  and  fir  John  le  Mercier  were 
ftill  confined  in  the  Baflille  of  Saint  Anthony,  un- 
der the  care  of  the  vifcount  d'Achy ;  and  it  was 
current  through  Paris,  that  they  would  be  put  to 
death,  infcmuch  that  it  was  daily  expeded  they 
would  be  delivered  over   to  the  provoft  of  the 
Chatelet,  and  when  once  tills  was  done  nothing 
could  prevent  them  from  being  publicly  beheaded 
as  traitors  to  the  crown  of  France.     From  the  in- 
formation I  then  had,  I  am  convinced  their  exe- 
cution would  have  taken  place,  had  not  the  grace 
of  God   been   fhewn  them,  and  the    duchefs    of 
Berry  exerted  herfelf  fo  much.     This  good  lady 
was  incefiant  in  her  entreaties  for  la  Riviere,  who 
had  carried  her  to  France  and  concluded  her  mar- 
riage, but  not  without  great  difficulty,  with  the 
duke  of  Berry.     Sir  John  le  Mercier  was  therefore 
fprtunate  in  his  fituation  to  Ihare  the  benefits  of 
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her  exertions.  She  frequently,  with  tears,  ad- 
drefTed  her  lord,  faying,  ^  that  he  was  inftigated 
by  the  maHcious  and  envious  infinuations  of  the 
enemies  of  la  Riviere  to  keep  him  fo  long  in 
prifon,  and  confifcate  his  inheritance.  Ah,  my 
lord,  you  make  him  a  very  ungrateful  return  for 
;il]  the  pains  he  took  in  bringing  about  our  mar- 
riage, when  you  thus  confent  to  his  deftrudion. 
At  leaft,  if  you  take  his  property,  fpare  his  life; 
for,  if  he  be  executed  for  the  charges  that  are  fa 
unjuflly  made  againft  him,  I  fliall  never  again  en- 
Joy  happinefs.  My  lord,  I  do  not  fay  this  from 
any  feigned  motive,  but  I  really  feel  that  it  will 
weigh  moft  heavily  on  my  mind.  I  therefore 
pray  God  you  will  take  proper  meafures  for  his 
deliverance.' 

The  duke  perceiving  fiie  was  in  earnefl,  and 
that  her  arguments  were  good,  abated  greatly  his 
hatred  to  the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  v/ho  would  fooner 
have  obtained  h's  liberty  ;  but  they  were  defirous 
of  putting  to  death  fir  John  le  Mercier,  and  they 
could  not  punifli  one  without  the  other.  This 
fir  John  le  Mercier  had  wept  fo  long  in  prifon, 
that  he  had  almofl  loft  his  eye-fight. 

Had  the  duchefs  of  Bu.'gundy  been  iiflcned  to 
they  would  have  fuffered  a  difgraceful  and  public 
death,  without  hopes  of  mercy,  for  fhe  hated 
them  becaufe  they  had,  widi  fir  Oliver  de  Cliflbn, 
adviled  the  king  of  France  to  make  the  expedition 
into  Brittany,  to  deftroy  her  coufin  the  duke.  She 
i<iid.,  that  Cliflbn,  le  Mercier  and  la  Riviere  were^ 
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the  caufe  of  tht  king's  illnefs,  which  would  never 
have  happened,  had  they  not  perfuaded  him  to  un- 
dertake the  war  againft  Brittany. 

You  mvifl  know,  that  although  the  king  was 
now  in  a  tolerably  good  itate  of  mental  and  bodily 
health,  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  did  not 
refign  the  government  of  the  kingdom  j  and,  as 
they  had  all  the  weight,  they  determined  to  have 
the  profit  alfo.  To  this  end,  they  placed  only 
their  creatures  about  the  king's  perfon,  who  was 
but  a  king  in  name,  for  the  two  dukes  took  on 
themfelves  to  manage  whatever  concerned  the 
realm.  The  duchefs  of  Orleans  was  not  pleafed 
that  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy  fhould  have  rank 
fecond  to  the  queen.  She  loved  honours,  and  faid 
to  thofe  in  her  confidence, — '  The  duchefs  of 
Burgundy  has  no  right  to  take  precedence  of  me  : 
I  am  nearer  the  crown  of  France  than  Ihe  is,  for 
my  lord  is  brother  to  the  king.  It  may  fo  hap- 
pen that  he  lliall  be  king;  and,  as  I  then  muft 
be  queen,  I  know  no  reafon  wliy  Hie  is  thus  eager 
of  honours  that  are  not  belonging  to  her  and  to 
place  me  behind  her.' 

We  will  for  a  while  leave  thefe  ladies,  and 
Ipeak  of  fome  changes  in  France,  and  of  fir  Oliver 
de  Cliflbn,  and  of  the  manner  in  whiclx  he  was 
treated. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Thi  lord  de  coucy  refuses  to  accept  the 
sword  of  constable  in  the  room  of  clis- 
son. the  dukes  of  berry  and  burgundy 

INVEST  THE  LORD  PHILIP  d'aRTOIS,  COUNT 
D'eUj  WITH  IT,  IN  CONSIDERATION  OF  HIS 
MARRIAGE  WITH  THE  LADY  MARY  OF  BERRY, 
WIDOW    OF    THE    LORD    LOUIS    DE    BLOIS. 

lU^'OU  have  before  heard  that  the  conftable  was 
fummoned  publicly  by  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  after  an  adjournment  of  fifteen  days  be- 
tween each  fummons,  and  how  commiflioners  were 
fent  in  purfuit  of  him  to  Brittany,  but  in  vain, 
for  he  concealed  himfelf  from  them.  Had  they 
been  able  to  have  fpoken  to  him,  they  would  have 
ferved  him  perfonally  with  the  orders  of  the  court, 
and  laid  hands  on  him,  according  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  they  had  received. 

When,  on  their  return,  they  had  given  an  ac- 
count of  their  mifllon  to  the  parliament,  it  was 
determined  by  the  court  and  lords  of  parliament, 
that  fir  Oliver  de  ClifTon,  conftable  of  France, 
had  forfeited  the  protection  of  the  court,  and 
Ihould  be  banifhed  France,  and  deprived  of  all 
offices  and  polTeffions  he  held  within  that  king- 
dom J  for  that  he  had  contumacioufty  refufed  obe- 
dience  to  the  fummons  of  the  great  chamber. 
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though  fealed  with  their  feal,  and  alfo  had  refufed 
to  fend  back  his  fword  of  office. 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  with  their 
councils,  who  all  hated  the  conftable,  and  wiflied 
his  ruin,  faid  they  wouki  provide  a  remedy ;  for 
the  office  of  conftable  was  fo  noble,  and  of  fuch 
weight,  it  could  not  long  remain  vacant,  for  fear 
of  accidents  that  might  happen. 

The  lord  de  Coucy  was  thought  the  moft  pro- 
per perfon  to  fill  it  i  but  he  excufed  himfelf,  and 
refufed  pofitively  to  accept  of  it,  though  he  fhould 
be  forced  to  leave  France.  When  they  faw  he 
was  determined,  they  looked  elfevv'here.  At  this 
time,  a  treatv  of  marriac^e  v/as  in  aeritation  be- 
tween  the  lord  Philip  d'Artois  and  the  young 
countefs  de  Dunois,  the  widow  of  the  lord  Louis 
de  Blois,  and  the  king  of  France  was  well  inclined 
that  this  marriage  with  his  coufm  fnould  take 
place,  but  the  duke  of  Berry  refufed  his  confent ; 
for  the  county  of  Eu  is  but  of  fmall  value,  in 
comparifon  of  what  fhe  was  entitled  to  from  her 
firft  union,  and  he  looked  to  marry  her  more 
nobly.  To  fay  the  truth,  the  countefs  was,  for 
beauty  and  goodnefs,  and  every  thing  belonging 
to  a  noble  lady,  worthy  of  the  higheft  rank. 

The  duke  of  Berry,  however,  was  unwilling  to 
anger  the  king  of  France,  who  knew  well  that  he 
was  folicited  by  many  perfons  for  the  hand  of  his 
daughter :  among  whom  were  the  young  duke  of 
Lorraine,  the  count  d'Armagnac,  and  the  eldeft 
fon  of  the  count  de  Foix  and  de  Beam.  The 
king  was  averfe  to  alt  thefe  propofals,  and  faid 

to 


8,^ 

to  the  duke  of  Berry, — *^  Fair  uncle  of  Berry,  we 
are  not  willing  that  our  coufm,  your  daughter, 
fhould  be  fetded  at  a  diftance  from  the  fleurs  de 
lis.  We  will  provide  a  marriage  for  her,  that 
Ihall  be  fuitable  in  all  refpefts.  We  fee  her  with 
pleafure  near  us  -,  and  it  becometh  her  not  to  leave 
her  mother-in-law,  as  they  are  nearly  of  the  fame 
age.'  Thefe  words  and  others  cooled  the  duke's 
intentions  of  marrying  his  daughter  otherwife  than 
as  it  pleafed  the  king,  v/ho  leant  to  his  coufm,  the 
lord  Philip  d'Artois.  He  was  a  young  and  gal- 
lant knight,  and  had  acquired  great  renown  in 
arms,  in  the  different  expeditions  he  had  made, 
as  well  near  home  as  beyond  fea,  and  was  alfo 
much  in  the  favour  of  the  knights  and  fquires  of 
France. 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  agreed,  that 
if  the  king  would  give  to  their  coufm  of  Artois 
the  ofEce  of  conftable  of  France,  which  was  now 
vacant,  from  the  fentence  againft  fir  Oliver  de 
Cliffon,  the  marriage  with  the  lady  Mary  fnould 
take  place  ^  for,  in  cafe  he  were  confcab:e,  he 
would  be  wealthy  enough  to  keep  a  becoming 
ftate.  They  refolved  to  fpeak  to  the  king  on  this 
fubje(51:,  which  they  did,  as  follows :  '  My  lord, 
your  council  recommends  that  our  ccufin,  the 
lord  Philip  d'Artois,  count  d'Eu,  be  invefted  with 
the  office  of  conftable  of  France  ;  for  ClilTon,  by 
the  fentence  of  your  judges  in  parliament,  has 
forfeited  it,  and  the  office  cannot  longer  be  vacant 
without  great  prejudice  to  the  realm.  You  are 
bounden,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  to  afiift  our  coufin 
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of  Artols,  for  he  Is  very  nearly  related  to  us  by 
blood  J  and,  fince  fuch  an  office  is  vacant,  we 
cannot  better  fill  it  than  by  fir  Philip  d'Artois, 
for  he  will  ably  and  loyally  execute  it,  and  is  much 
beloved  by  every  knight  and  fquire,  being  with- 
out envy  or  avarice.* 

This  fpeech  was  very  agreeable  to  the  king, 
who  gaily  replied,  that  he  would  think  of  it, 
and,  if  the  office  was  to  be  difpofed  of,  he  would 
rather  the  count  d'Eu  had  it  than  any  other. 
Things  remained  fome  time  in  this  ftate  i  but  the 
king  was  continually  folicited  by  his  uncles,  who 
were  defirous  of  advancing  fir  Philip  d'Artois,  and 
degrading  fir  Oliver  de  Cliffon  j  for  the  duke  of 
Berry  hated  him  for  the  death  of  Bethifac,  and 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  for  his  oppofition  to  the 
duke  of  Brittany  j  but  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy 
was  yet  more  inveterate  againft  him  than  her 
lord. 

The  king  at  length  gave  his  aflfent,  on  condition 
the  duke  of  Berry  gave  him  his  daughter.  But, 
before  matters  had  proceeded  thus  far,  in  order 
to  avoid  difgufting  the  king,  and  to  fatisfy  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  who  ftrongly  fupported  the  lord 
de  CliiTon,  fir  William  dcs  Bordes,  fir  William 
Martel,  both  knights  of  the  king's  chamber,  and 
fir  Philip  de  Savoifis,  knight  to  the  duke  of  Berry, 
v/ere  again  fent  to  Brittany,  to  fpeak  with  fir 
Oliver  de  CliiTon  in  the  king's  name. 

Thefe  knights,  having  made  their  preparations, 
took  their  road  through  Angers,  where  they  met 
the  queen  of  Jerufalem  and  John  of  Brittany,  who 

hand- 


85 

handfomely  entertained  them.  In  honour  of  the 
the  king.  They  remained  at  Angers  two  days, 
and  inquired  where  they  could  find  the  lord  de 
CHflbn,  for  they  had  a  very  courteous  melTage  to 
deliver  to  him  from  the  king  alone,  who  had  or- 
dered them  to  fpeak  with  him.  They  replied, 
that  they  had  not  any  pofitive  intelligence  where 
he  was  j  but  they  fuppofed  he  muft  be  in  one  of 
his  caftles  in  Brittany  :  that  he  did  not  conftantly 
remain  in  any  one,  but  moved  from  one  to  another. 

At  their  departure,  the  knights  took  leave  of 
the  queen,  her  fon  Charles,  prince  of  Tarentum, 
and  John  of  Brittany,  count  de  Penthievre,  and 
continued  their  journey  to  Rennes.  The  duke  of 
Brittany  had  fhut  himfclf  up  with  his  duchefs  in 
Vannes,  without  making  any  excurfions  abroad 
for  fear  of  ambufcades,  and  meeting  his  adverfary 
ClifTon,  as  they  were  carrying  on  a  murderous 
war  againft  each  other.  When  their  parties  met, 
mercy  was  Ihewn  by  neither,  and  the  field  was 
gained  by  the  death  of  their  opponents :  if,  there- 
fore, he  felt  alarmed,  he  had  caufe  for  it  j  for, 
although  the  duke  was  fovereign  of  the  country, 
there  was  not  a  knight  or  fquire  that  would  bear 
arms  againft  the  lord  de  Clifton.  They  diflembled 
with  the  duke,  faying,  the  quarrel  did  not  any 
way  concern  them,  and  ftaid  at  home  without 
interfering.  This  the  duke  was  forced  to  put  up 
with. 

When  the  knights  arrived  at  Rennes,  they  a{ked 
where  they  could  for  certain  find  fir  Oliver  de 
Clifton,  but  no  one  could  pofitively  anfwer  them. 
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They  refolved  to  ride  to  chateau  JofTcHn,  and 
were  well  received  by  the  vafials  of  fir  Oliver, 
out  of  refpe6b  to  the  king  of  France.  They  in- 
quired after  their  lord,  and  where  they  could  fee 
him,  for  they  were  fent  by  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Orleans  to  fpeak  with  him.  They  either  would 
not,  or  could  not  give  them  any  fatisfadlory  ac- 
count ;  but  faid,  in  excufe  for  themfelves  and  fir 
Oliver, — *■  Certainly,  my  lords,  not  one  of  us 
knows  where  to  find  him  :  to-day  he  is  at  one 
place,  to-morrow  at  another.  You  may  fafely  ride 
all  over  Brittany,  fmce  you  come  from  the  king ; 
and  all  the  caftles  and  houfes  of  our  lord  will  be 
thrown  open  to  you.' 

Perceiving  they  could  not  obtain  any  further 
information,  they  left  chateau  Joilelin,  and  rode  to 
all  the  caftles,  both  great  and  fmali,  of  the  lord 
de  Ciiflbn,  but  Vv^irhout  learning  any  thing  more. 
They  then  waited  on  the  duke  and  duchefs  at 
Vannes,  who  gave  them  a  hearty  welcome  -,  but 
they  only  ft:aid  half  a  day  with  them,  without  dis- 
covering the  objed:  of  .their  fecret  mifTion,  nor 
was  the  duke  very-inquifitive  about  their  coming. 
They  did  not  fee  fir  Peter  Craon.  On  taking 
leave  of  the  duke  and  duchefs,  they  fet  out  on 
their  return  to  Paris  to  the  king  and  lords,  who 
were  expelling  them. 

They  gave  an  account  to  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  of  having  vifited  all  the  tov/ns  and 
caftles  of  the  lord  de  Clifton  without  feeing  or 
gaining  any  certain  intelligence  of  him.  The 
dukes  of  Berry  and   Burgundy   were   pleafed  at 
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hearing  this,  and  would  not  have  wifhed  it  other- 
wife.  ' 

Shortly  afterwardj  the  marriage  was  confum- 
mated  between  the  lord  Philip  d'Artois  and  the 
lady  Mary  of  Berry.  Ke  was  appointed  con- 
ftable  of  France,  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and 
emoluments  of  that  office,  although  fir  Oliver  de 
ClifTon  had  not  refigned  it  nor  fent  back  his  fv/ord 
of  office.  He  perfifted  that  he  was  flill  conftable, 
for  that  he  had  never  done  any  thing  againft  the 
king  or  crown  of  France  that  could  have  de- 
prived him  of  it.  Things,  therefore,  remained 
in  this  ftate. 


CHAP.   XVI. 


THE  CONSTABLE  DE  CLISSON,  DURING  HIS  AB- 
SENCE FROM  FRANCE,  WAGES  WAR  ON  THE 
DUKE    OF    BRITTANY. 

CIR  Oliver  de  ClifTon  was  foon  informed  that  the 
*^  Count  d'Eu  was  nominated  conflable  of  France, 
and  was  to  do  the  duty  and  receive  the  profits 
from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  with  the  confent 
of  the  king  of  France,  and  that  he  had  married  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Berry,  widow  of  lord  Lewis 
of  Blois.  To  all  this  he  was  perfedlly  indifferent,  for 
he  felt  that  his  loyalty  and  honour  were  as  firm 
as  ever,  and  that  he  had  never  done  any  thing  to 
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forfeit  either  againft  the  king  or  crown  of  France, 
but  that  all  thefe  proceedings  originated  in  the 
hatred  and  malice  of  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Bur- 
gundy, which  were  fo  great  that  they  could  not 
conceal  them. 

This  determined  the  lord  de  Cliffon  to  continue 
his  war  with  prudence  and  vigour  againft  the  duke 
of  Brittany.  It  was  fevere  and  bloody,  for  neither 
party,  when  they  met,  made  a  fham  of  fighting, 
but  killed  each  other  without  mercy.  The  lord 
de  Cliffon  rode  frequently  from  one  of  his  caftles 
to  another,  and  laid  more  ambufcades  than  the^ 
duke,  finding  himfelf  fuperior  in  numbers  to  op- 
pofe  him.  None  of  the  Breton  chivalry  would 
interfere  by  bearing  arms  on  either  fide  j  but,  when 
the  duke  fcnt  for  them,  they  came  to  know  what 
he  wanted.  He  demanded  from  them  aid  and  ad- 
-f-  vice  to  correal  his  vaffal,  fir  Oliver  de  Cliffon,  who 
had  gready  milbehaved  himfelf  towards  him.  The 
barons  of  Brittany,  fuch  as  the  vifcount  de  Rohan, 
the  lord  de  Dinant,  fir  Hermen  de  Lyon,  and 
many  more,  excufed  themfeives,  faying,  they  were 
uninterelled  in  this  quarrel,  and  would  not  there- 
fore bear  arrhs  againft  the  lord  de  Cliffon ;  but 
that  they  would  heartily  labour  to  mediate  between 
the  duke  and  him,  if  they  knew  how,  or  faw  any 
probability  of  eftablifhing  peace  between  them. 

The  duke  feeing  he  could  no  way  prevail  on  them 
to  join  him,  and  that  in  this  warfare  he  was  lofing 
more  men  than  the  lord  de  Cliffon,  confented  to 
fend  the  above-named  barons  to  treat  with  him,  and 
bring  him,  under  fafe  paffports,  to  Vannes,  that 
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they  might  confer  together.  They  were  to  add, 
that  he  would  find  him  courteous  and  well  inclined 
to  liften  to  any  reafonable  terms ;  and,  if  he  had 
treated  him  with  contempt,  he  would  make  fuch 
reparations  as  thofe  he  addrelTed  fhould  think 
proper. 

The  knights  willingly  undertook  the  miflion,  for 
the  fake  of  doing  good,  and  fet  out  in  fearch  of  fir 
Oliver  de  Cliflbn,  whom  I  believe  they  found  at 
chateau  JofTelin.  They  told  him  the  meflage  they 
were  charged  with  from  the  duke,  and  urged  him 
llrongly  to  accept  of  peace ;  for  a  war  between 
them  was  very  unbecoming,  difpleafmg  to  the  no- 
bles, and  highly  opprelTive  to  the  lower  orders  in 
Brittany.  *  Sir  Oliver,'  faid  they,  '  we  are  thus 
prefling,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
wait  on  our  lord ;  and,  for  your  fafety  and  fecure 
return,  wc  pledge  ourfelves  to  remain  in  your 
caftle  of  JofTelin,  without  ever  ftirring  beyond 
the  gates.  We  imagine,  that  when  our  lord  and 
you  fhall  confer  together,  you  will  very  fpeedily 
fettle  vour  differences,  for  we  left  him  with  the 
befl  intentions  towards  you.' 

To  this  fpeech,  fir  Oliver  replied, — *  My  good 
firs,  what  advantage  can  my  death  be  to  you  ?  Do 
you  think  I  know  not  the  duke  of  Brittany  ?  Moft 
certainly  I  do ;  and  he  is  too  haughty  and  revenge- 
ful, whatever  he  may  have  affured  you  relative  to 
my  fecurity  and  fafe  return,  not  to  refolve  the  mo- 
ment I  fhall  be  in  his  prefence  to  have  me  put  to 
death,  in  fpite  of  his  promifes  to  you  -,  and,  if  I 
be  killedj  your  fate  will  be  the  fame,  for  my  people 
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will  of  courfe  retaliate  on  you.  h  Is,  therefore, 
much  better  we  run  not  fuch  riflvs.  I  will  guard 
myfeif  well  againfl  him  j  and  let  him^  if  he  pleafe, 
do  the  fame.* 

*  Fair  coufin/  replied  fir  Charles  de  Dinant, 
•^  you  may  fay  what  you  pleafe  j  we  have  not  {(ten 
him  fhew  any  wifh  to  have  you  killed,  if  he  could 
converfe  with  you  in  the  manner  we  have  pro- 
pofed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  ftrongeft  defire 
to  accommodate  all  matters  of  difpute.  We 
therefore,  for  him  and  for  ourfelves,  beg  you  will 
confent  to  it.* 

Sir  Oliver  anfwered, — '  I  believe  firmly,  that 
you  wifli  me  every  good  ;  but,  on  the  fecurity  he 
offers  through  you,  I  will  not  advance  one  ftep. 
However,  fmce  you  are  all  fo  earneft  in  the  bu- 
linefs,  for  which  it  behoves  me  to  thank  you,  I 
will  mention  on  what  terms  I  will  come  to  him  j 
and  you  lliall,  if  they  be  agreeable  to  you,  carry 
them  back  as  my  final  anfwer.  On  your  return, 
you  will  tell  the  duke,  that  I  will  not  accept  other 
pledge  for  my  fafety  than  his  only  fon,  who  is  be- 
trothed to  a  princefs  of  France.  Let  him  fend  him 
hither  to  remain  under  the  guard  of  my  men,'  in 
chateau  Joffelin,  until  I  be  returned,  and  I  will  then 
fct  out  to  wait  on  him.  This  mode  is  more  agree- 
able to  me  than  any  other,  and  alfo  more  rea- 
fonable  j  for  were  you  to  remain  here  as  hoflages, 
as  you  ofi'er,  who  would  there  be  to  negotiate  the 
treaty  ?  or  who  would  be  the  mediators  between 
us  ?  and  how,  without  your  Intcrferencej  Ihall  we 
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When  the  three  barons  faw  he  was  determined, 
they  cook  leave  of  the  lord  de  Cliffon,  and  return- 
ed CO  Vannes,  to  relate  to  the  duke  v/hat  fir  Oliver 
had  faid.  In  regard  to  fending  his  fon  to  chateau 
Joflelin,  the  duke  abfolutely  refufed,  and  the  war 
continued  on  the  fame  footing  as  before,  fo  that  no 
merchants  or  others  dared  to  travel  through  the 
country.  All  commerce  was  at  a  Hand  in  Brittany, 
which  was  feverely  felt  in  the  cities  and  large  towns : 
even  the  labourers  in  huibandry  v/ere  alfoin  a  flate 
of  idlenefs. 

The  duchefs  of  Burgundy  aflifted  her  coufin  as 
much  as  (he  could  with  men  at  arms  from  Bur- 
gundy and  elfewherCj  for  the  duke  could  not  pre- 
vail on  his  fubjefts  to  take  part  in  the  war,  and  the 
knights  and  fquires,  excepting  thofe  of  his  houfe- 
hold,  difiembled  their  opinions. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who 
was  attached  to  the  conftable,  fupported  him  un- 
derhand, and  fent  him  men  at  arms  and  good 
courfers  to  re-mount  his  men.  Sir  Oliver  made 
more  frequent  excurfions  than  the  duke,  and  it 
happened  that  he  met  with  two  of  the  duke's 
fquires  who  were  going  on  his  bufmefs:  one  of 
them  was  called  Bernard,  and  the  other  Yvonnet : 
they  could  neither  fly  nor  avoid  falling  into  fir 
Oliver's  hands,  who  was  rejoiced  at  it,  for  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  them.  One  had  in  former 
times  done  him  a  fervice,  the  other  the  contrary, 
which  he  then  recolleded.  They  were  much 
frightened  at  being  thus  caught,  and  fir  Oliver  ad- 
drefTed  them,—'  Doll  thou  remember,  Yvonnet, 
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how  cruelly  thou  behavedft  to  me  in  the  caftle 
of  Ermine,  near  Vannes,  when  thou  didft  fliut  me 
up  in  a  dungeon.  Thou,  Bernard,  then  hadft 
pity  on  me,  and  pulling  off  thy  coat,  becaufe  I 
was  only  in  my  doublet  and  lying  on  the  pave- 
ment, gaveft  it  me,  to  cover  me  from  the  cold.  I 
will  now  return  that  friendfhip,  by  fparing  thy  life  ; 
but  as  for  this  wicked  traitor,  Yvonnet,  who  might 
have  avoided,  if  he  pleafed,  the  cruelty  of  his  con- 
dud:,  he  fliall  fuffer.'  At  thefe  words,  he  drew  his 
dagger,  and  flew  him  on  the  fpot.  He  then  con- 
tinued his  courfe  without  touching  the  fervants. 

Another  time,  fir  Oliver  de  ClifTon,  with  about 
three  hundred  lances,  was  riding  before  the  cafllc 
of  Auray,  in  which  were  the  duke  and  duchefs. 
He  met  about  forty  of  the  duke's  varlets,  who 
had  tied  their  horfes  to  trees,  for  it  was  near  Midr 
fumm.er,  and,  having  cut  fome  hay,  were  trufling 
it  up  to  carry,  like  foragers,  to  their  lodgings. 
Sir  Oliver  galloped  among  them,  without  other 
harm  than  the  fright  he  put  them  to,  and  faid,— 
*■  How  dare  you  take  the  field,  and  carry  away  the 
harveft  of  the  farmers  ?  You  have  not  fown  this, 
and  are  cutting  it  before  it  is  ripe  :  you  have  be- 
gun your  harveft  too  foon.  Come  take  up  your 
fcythes,  and  mount  your  horfes :  for  this  time  I 
v/ill  do  you  no  harm  j  but  go  and  tell  the  duke  of 
Brittany,  who  I  know  is  in  Auray,  to  come  hither, 
or  fend  his  men  to  receive  me  j  and  that  Cliflbn 
informs  him  he  will  remain  here  until  fun-fet.' 

The  varlets  were  happy  in  their  efcape,  for  they 
thought  they  Ihould  all  be  killed,  therefore  they 
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picked  up  their  fcythes,  mounted  their  horfes,  and 
returned  to  the  duke  in  Auray.  I  doubt  not  thejr 
pundlually  delivered  the  melTage,  but  the  duke 
neither  faUied  out  himfclf,  nor  fent  any  of  his  men 
to  meet  fir  Oliver  de  ClifTon.  Such  fkirmifhcs 
paffed  ofcen  between  them,  but  the  principal  inha- 
bitants never  interfered. 

We  will  now  leave  the  affairs  of  Brittany,  and 
return  to  thofe  of  France  and  England. 


CHAP.    XVIL 

A  TREATY  OF  PEACE  IS  CONCLUDED  BETWEEflT 
THE  KINGS  OF  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND, 
THROUGH  THE  MEDIATION  OF  THEIR  UN- 
CLES. 

"VrOU  have  before  heard  of  the  conferences  that 
were  held  at  Amiens  on  a  peace  between 
France  and  England,  and  on  what  terms  the  duke 
of  Lancafter  had  gone  back.  The  Englifh  were 
unwilling  to  confent  to  a  peace,  notwithftanding 
the  king,  the  dukes  of  Lancafter  and  York,  and 
all  the  commilTioners  who  had  been  at  Amiens, 
Itrongly  urged  it;  for  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mons were  defirous  of  war;  and  two  thirds  of  the 
young  knights  and  fquires  knew  not  how  to  employ 
themfelves :  they  had  learnt  idlenefs,  and  looked 
to  war  as  the  means  of  fupport.     However,  they 

were 
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Were  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  opinions  of  the  king, 
his  uncles,  and  the  more  intelhgent  part  of  the 
nation. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter,  confidering  the  matter, 
as  well  in  regard  to  the  v/elfare  of  his  two  daugh- 
ters, the  queens  of  Caftille  and  Portugal,  as  in 
refpecl  to  his  nephew,  the  king  of  England,  who 
was  greatly  inclined  to  peace,  took  much  pains  to 
brino;  it  about,   becaufe  he  thou^^ht  it  would  like- 


'O       ^^      "'^^"-J  V^^^^^.V.         ^XV.        ^XXV^.Jj_,. 


wife  be  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Eng- 
land. 

On  the  part  of  France,  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
greatly  exerted  himfelf,  for  he  found  the  whole 
weight  of  the  government  reiled  on  him  -,  fmce  his 
nephews,  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Orleans,  were 
weak  in  body  and  mind.  He  was  of  great  power 
by  his  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Flanders,  and 
daily  expefting  to  inherit  Brabant  alfo.  If,  there- 
fore, in  times  to  come,  thefe  countries  fhould 
quarrel  with  France,  and  unite  themfeives,  as  they 
had  formerly  done,  with  England,  th^y  would  be 
an  overmatch  for  her. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  was  a  long-fighted  poli- 
tician, as  I  was  told  by  thofe  who  ought  to  know ; 
and  he  and  the  duke  of  Lancafler  efFe6led  that  the 
conferences  lliould  be  renewed  at  Leulinghen, 
where  they  had  before  been  held,  and  that  the  com- 
milTioners  fhould  have  full  pov»'ers  to  conclude  a 
peace.  The  conri:rences  were  to  be  holden  in  the 
enfuing  month  of  May,  at  Leulinghen,  in  the  year 
of  grace  1393.     It  had  been  thus  agreed  to  by 
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both  parties,  and  commiflioners  were  appointed 
by  each  king. 

On  the  part  of  the  king  of  England,  were  his 
two  uncles  the  dukes  of  Lancafter  and  Glocefler : 
this  laft  Vv'as  very  popular  with  the  commons  of 
England,  and  all  others  who  preferred  war  to  peace. 
From  among  the  prelates  Vv^ere  feledled  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  the  bifhop  of  London,  and  other 
clerks  learned  in  the  laws  to  expound  the  Latin 
letters. 

Thefe  lords*  repaired  to  Calais  foon  after  St, 
George's  day,  which  is  always  celebrated  at  Wind- 
for  with  great  feaftings  by  the  knights  of  the 
blue  garter.  The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy 
made  preparations  for  coming  to  Boulogne,  that 
they  might  be  near  at  hand  to  the  place  of  con- 
ference. 

The  king  of  France  fhewed  great  impatience 
for  peace,  as  the  wars  had  lafted  too  long ;  and  he 
faid  to  his  uncles,  that  he  would  fix  his  refidencc 
near  to  Leulinghen,  to  prove  how  eager  he  v/as  in 
the  matter,  and  to  be  ready  at  hand  if  necefTary, 
It  was  propofed  that  he  iliould  be  at  Saint  Omer, 
on  the  frontiers  of  Calais,  or  at  Therouenne,  Mon- 
trueil  or  Abbeville  ;  but  the  laft  place  v/as  deter- 
mined on  for  his  refidence,  as  it  v;as  large  and 
convenient,  and  the  court  could  eafily  be  lodged  on 
the  banks  of  the  beautiful  river  Somme.  t 

*  In  the  F(2dera  the  commiffioners  are, — the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,—the  duke  of  Gloceller, — V/alter  bifhop  of  Durham,— 
Thomas  earl  Marfhal,  governor  of  Calais,— fir  Thomas  Percy, 
—fir  Lewis  Clifford, — Richard  Rouhall,  doftor  of  laws. 
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When  this  was  fixed,  great  preparations  Were 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  king  in  Abbeville  -, 
and  the  abbey  of  Saint  Peter,  as  being  a  large  and 
handfome  edifice  of  the  benedicline  monks,  was 
chofen  for  his  lodgings.  Thither  came  the  king 
of  France,  accompanied  by  his  brother,  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  and  fir  Reginald  de  Corbie  *,  chan- 
cellor of  France.  The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Bur- 
gundy, with  the  other  commiffioners,  were  at  Bou- 
logne, and  the  duke  of  Lancafler  and  his  company 
at  Calais. 

It  was  a  handfome  lliow  to  fee  the  ftate  and 
array  of  the  French  and  Englifh  commiffioners, 
when  they  opened  the  conferences  at  Leulinghen, 
between  Boulogne  and  Calais.  There  were  tents 
and  pavilions  ereded  for  them  to  take  refrefh- 
ments,  or  deep  in  on  occafion ;  and  two  or  three 
days  in  the  week  the  commiffioners  met,  and  were 
frequendy  nine  hours  difcuffing  the  preliminaries 
for  a  peace,  in  a  large  and  handfome  pavilion  thac 
had  been  pitched  for  their  afTembling  in. 

It  was  told  me,  (for  I  John  Froiffart,  the  writer 
of  this  hiflory,  was  at  Abbeville,  that  I  might 
learn  the  trudi  of  what  was  paffing)  by  thofe  who 
were  well  informed,  that  after  the  procurations 
from  the  two  kings  had  been  verified  as  to  the 
commiffioners'  powers  of  concluding  a  peace,  the 

•  I  imagine  this  muft  be  a  miftake,  though  the  MSS.  are  the 
fame ;  for  Pierre  de  Giac  was  chancellor  after  fir  Miles  des  Dor- 
mans,  and  died  1407.  Arnaud  de  Corbie  fucceeded  him,  and 
died  1413.— 'Henault, 

French 
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French  propofed  that  Calais  flioiild  be  fo  demo- 
lifhed,  as  that  it  could  never  again  be  made  ha- 
bitable. The  dukes  of  Lancafter  and  Glocefter 
inftantly  anfwered,  that  they  needed  not  have  made 
this  propofition,  for  that  Calais  would  be  the  very 
laft  town  the  crown  of  England  would  part  v/ith ; 
and  that  if  they  intended  this  as  a  bafis  for  treating, 
there  was  an  end  to  the  bufmefs,  for  they  would 
not  hear  further  on  the  fubjed.  The  dukes  of 
Berry  and  Burgundy,  perceiving  their  coufms  of 
England  fo  determined,  dropped  the  matter,  for 
they  found  it  would  be  vain  to  prefs  it,  and  dif- 
courfed  on  other  topics. 

The  EngUih,  for  a  long  time,  demanded  refti- 
tution  of  every  thing  that  had  been  yielded  to  the 
late  king  Edward,  and,  in  addition  to  thefe 
territories,  the  balance  of  the  ranfom  that  had  been 
due  when  the  war  was  renewed  between  France  and 
England.  This  was  refilled  ftrenuoufly  by  the 
French  dukes,  who  argued  themfelves,  and  by 
their  learned  clerks,  on  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
the  demand.  The  two  dukes  and  the  chancellor 
of  France  replied  with  tcm.per, — ^  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  firft  demand,  that  the  whole  of  the 
territory  that  had  been  yielded  to  king  Edward 
jQiould  be  reftored,  it  was  impoffibie;  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  towns,  caftles  and  lands,  w^hich 
had  been  affigned  to  England  by  the  treaty  of 
Bretigny,  and  afterwards  confirmed  at  Calais^  in 
the  year  1360,  were  too  adverfe  to  fuch  reflora- 
tion  J  and  the  king  of  France,  to  whom  they  had 
voluntarily  furrendered  themfelves,  had,  in  con- 
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ftquence,  acceptecJ  their  homage,  granted  tliem 
prote6lion,  and  fuch  other  privileges,  on  his  royal 
word,  as  could  not  be  broken  -,  and  that,  if  they 
wiilicd  for  peace,  they  mufl  offer  other  preli- 
minaries. 

It  was  then  refolved,  between  the  four  dukes, 
on  whom  it  folely  depended,  whether  there  fhould 
be  peace  or  war,  that  each  party  fliould  reduce  to 
writing  their  different  grounds  of  treating,  and  mu-. 
tually  deliver  them  to  each  other,  to  confider  of 
them  at  their  leifure,  with  their  clerks,  learned  in 
the  laws,  who  had  accompanied  them,  and  deter- 
mine on  what  parts  they  could  agree  lo,  and  what 
would  not  be  accepted.  This  was  affented  to  by 
allj  for  the  dukes  were  before  much  fatigued  in 
hearing  the  various  papers  read  and  difcuffed : 
more  efpecially  tlie  Englifli  commiffioners  j  for,  as 
it  was  carried  on  in  French,  they  were  not  fo  well 
lifed  to  the  fineffe  and  double  meanings  of  that 
language  as  the  natives,  who  turned  and  twifted  it 
to  their  own  adv^antage  at  pleafure.  The  Englifli 
oppofed  this,  for  they  wiflied  every  thing  to  be 
made  clear  and  intelligible  to  every  one. 

The  French  accufed  the  Englifli  of  having,  at 
various  times,  infringed  the  articles  of  the  peace, 
and  offered  to  prove  it  by  written  documents,  and 
the  word  of  their  king,  as  well  as  by  the  judg- 
ment of  the  pope.  This  made  the  Englifli  more 
diligent  to  have  every  thing  made  out  plain  ;  and, 
whenever  they  found  any  thing  obfcure  in  the  pro- 
pofals  that  had  been  given  them  from  the  French 
commiilioners,  which  they  examined  carefully  and 

at 
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at  Idfure,  they  made  their  clerks  demand  from  the 
dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  how  they  under- 
ftood  fuch  expreflicnsi  for  the  Enghfh  dukes 
would  not  pafs  over  an  article  that  had  the  leaft 
tendency  to  a  double  meaning ;  and  whatever  they 
did  not  clearly  iinderftand  they  had  erafcd  in  their 
prefence,  declaring  they  would  not  allow  of  any 
thing  that  could  bear  a  mifconftrudlion,  for  that 
the  French,  who  had  been  from  their  youth  trained 
to  fuch  things,  were  more  fubtle  than  the  Englifh. 

So  many  difficulties  greatly  lengthened  the  con- 
ferences ;  and  the  Englilh  held  themfelves  obliged. 
to  demand  reftitution  of  all  the  lands  dependant 
on  Aquitaine,  and  their  profits  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  as  they  had  been  charged  to  do 
by  the  parliament  of  England.  This  the  French 
would  not  agree  to  :  they  were  willing,  indeed,  to 
yield  the  countries  of  Tarbes,  Bigorre,  Agen  and 
the  Agenois,  with  Perigord,  but  declared  they 
would  never  reltore  Cahors,  Rouergue,  Ouercy 
and  Limoufm,  nor  give  up  any  part  of  Ponthieu 
or  Guines  more  than  the  Engliili  poffefTed  at  the 
prefent  moment. 

On  thefe  grounds  things  remained:  they  ilood 
out  for  upwards  of  fifteen  days,  and  only  came  to 
the  conclufion  that  it  fhould  be  laid  before  the  two 
kings :  to  forward  the  bufinefs,  the  dukes  of  Berry 
and  Burgundy  offered  to  fet  out  for  Abbeville,  to 
inform  the  king  of  France  of  all  that  had  paffed ; 
and,  if  he  would  acquiefce  in  the  Englifli  propofals, 
they  would  not  oppofe  them.  They  entreated,  on 
H  2  the 
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the  other  Kand,  their  coufins  to  write  to  king 
Richard,  and  amicably  let  him  know  what  they 
had  done ;  for  he  had,  for  two  years  pall,  fiiewn 
the  moll  anxious  defire  for  peace  between  Eng- 
land, France  and  all  their  allies. 

The  two  dukes  promifed  compliance  ;  but  you 
fnufl:  know,  as  I  was  well  informed,  the  duke  of 
Glocefter  was  more  difficult  to  perfuade  than  his 
brother,  and  he  had  been  purpofely  chofen  his 
colleague,  by  thofe  who  preferred  war  to  peace, 
becaufe  they  knew  he  would  not  affent  to  any 
thing  that  was  in  the  leafl  diflionourable  to  his 
country. 

The  four  dukes  then  feparated  in  a  mofl  friendly 
manner,  having  been  nine  days  in  conference.  The 
Engiifh  commiffioners  returned  to  Calais,  and  the 
French  to  Boulogne,  wb.ence  they  fet  out  for  Ab- 
beville. They  found  there  the  king  of  France, 
who  was  amufmg  himfelf,  he  having  taken  a 
liking  to  the  place.  There  is  fcarcely  any  city  in 
France  more  pleafantly  fituated ;  and  within  it  is  a 
handfome  inclofed  garden,  partly  furrounded  by 
the  river  Somme,  in  which  the  king  fpent  much 
of  his  time,  and  often  fupped  there,  teUing  his 
brother  and  council  that  the  air  of  Abbeville  had 
done  his  health  great  good. 

At  this  time,  Leon  king  of  Armenia  was  with 
the  king  of  France :  he  was  juft  come  from 
Greece  and  the  frontiers  of  his  own  kingdom, 
into  which  he  dared  not  venture ;  for  the  Turks 
had  conquered,  and  kept  poflefiion  of  it  as 
well  as   other  places,  in  defiance   of  the   world, 

except- 
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excepting  the  ftrong  town  of  Conich*,  fltuated  on 
the  fea-fiiore,  which  the  Genoefe  had  ftrongly 
garrifoned  and  guarded  againll  the  Turks ;  for,  if 
they  had  poiTeiTion  of  this  place,  they  would  griev- 
oufly  harafs  by  fea  the  CyprloLCS,  and  other  Chrif- 
tians  of  Rhodes  and  Candta. 

The  king  of  Armenia  would  gladly  hnve  feen  a 
peace  concluded  between  France  and  England, 
that  fuch  knights  and  fquires  as  wifhed  for  deeds  of 
arms  might  travel  to  Greece^  and  affift  him  in  the 
recovery  of  his  kingdom,  The  king  received 
kindly  his  two  uncles  at  Abbeville,  and  made  them 
good  cheer.  He  afls-ed  how  the  treaty  was  going 
on,  and  how  they  were  themfelves.  They  having 
related  to  him  the  true  flate  of  affairs,  and  hov/  all 
had  pafied,  he  was  well  contented,  and  tefiilied 
his  joy  and  wiihes  for  peace. 

In  like  manner,  the  tVv'o  Englifh  dukes,  on  their 
arrival  at  Calais,  had  written  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land the  demands  and  anfwers  made  to  them, 
which,  being  fealed,  were  forv/arded  to  him.  In 
reply  to  which,  the  king  had  defirecl  they  would 
proceed  in  the  treaty,  for  the  v/ar  had  laft^d  long 
enough,  to  the  ruin  of  the  country,  and  the  flaugh- 
ter  of  chivalry,  and  the  great  v/eakening  of  Chrif- 
tendom.  *  This  might,'  he  added,  *  have  ferious 
confequencesj  for  Bajazet  with  his  Turks  were 
advancing  towards  the  kingdom  of  Hungary,  and 
were  now  in  Wallachia,  as  letters  to  France  and 
England  had  brought  information.* 

»  Conich,     The  MSS.  have  Courch, 
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The  time  was  now  come  for  the  return  of  thfe 
four  dukes  and  commiflioners  to   the  renewal  of 
the  conferences  at  Leulinghen.     With  the  French 
lords  came  the  king   of  Armenia,  to  remonftrate 
with  the  Englifh  on   his  diftrefling  fituation :  he 
was  well  known  to  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  when  he 
had  vifited  England  during  the  threatened  invafion 
from  France,  who  had  Ihewn  him  many  civilities, 
and  carried   him  to  a  beautiful  caftle   he   had  in 
Eflex  called  Flefhy.     The  dukes  of  Lancafter  and 
Glocefter  received  him  well,  particularly  the  laft, 
on  account  of  former  acquaintance.     They   pa- 
tiently liftened  to  all  his  grievances,  and  replied  fo 
gracioufly  that  he  was  well  contented  with  them. 
i\t  thefe  conferences  many  different  propofals  were 
made  J  and  the  cardinal  de   Luna*,    in  hopes  of 
being  heard  by  the  commifTioners,    had  made  u, 
long  ftay  at  Abbeville,  whither  he  had  been  fent 
as  legate  by  pope  Clement   for  the  affairs   of  the 
church.     He  was  lodged   at   the  convent  of  the 
Cordeliers,  on    the    river   Somme.     The  French 
wanted  to  infert  in  their  preliminaries  fome  articles 
relative  to  the  church  and  to  the   fupport   of  this 
Robert  de  Geneve,  who  ftiled  himfelf  pope  :  but 
when  the  Englilh  dukes  obferved  this,  they  ftep- 
ped  forward  v/ith  courage,  faying  to  their  coufms 
of  France, — *  Take  away  this  -  legate  :  we  want 
not  to  hear  his  fpeeches :  it  has  not  been  without 

*  The  cardinal  de  Luna,  an  Anagonian,  was  anti-pope  after 
the  death  of  Clement,  under  the  name  of  Benedkl  Xlli,  See 
mpre  of  his  turbulent  life  in  JVluratori^  &c, 
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fully  weighing  their  merits  that  we  have  deternilned 
which  of  the  popes  to  obey.  We  defire,  there- 
fore, not  to  hear  any  thing  on  this  fubjedt ;  and, 
fhould  he  again  come  forward  under  your  pro- 
tedion,  we  -will  break  up  the  conference  and  re- 
turn home.' 

From  this  time,  nodung  more  was  laid  of  the 
cardinal,  who  remained  quiet  in  Abbeville.  The 
lords  now  pufhed  forward  the  .treaty  with  fuch 
fuccefs  that  it  >vas  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion, 
3nd  to  the  fatisfa6tion  of  all  parties. 

The  four  dukes  faw  their  refpeftive  kings  were 
anxious  for  peace,  more  efpecially  the  king  of 
France,  who,  when  the  duke  of  Lancafler  had 
taken  leave  of  him  at  Amiens  during  the  former 
conferences,  had  faid, — '  Fair  coufin,  I  beg  you 
to  exert  yourfelf  that  there  may  be  a  folid  peace 
between  my  brother  of  England  and  me,  ^that 
we  may  aiTift  our  coufm  the  king  of  Hungary 
againft  Bajazet,  who  is  fo  powerful  in  Turkey.* 

The  duke  of  l^ancaller  had  promifed  the  king 
to  do  his  utmoll  -,  and  indeed  it  was  through  his 
remonftrances  with  his  nephew,  king  Jvichard, 
his  brothers,  and  the  parliament,  ths^t  the  con- 
ference?  were  renewed  at  Leulinghen,  to  eftabliih 
a,  peace,  if  pofilblc,  to  the  honour  of  England. 
The  duke  of  Glocefter  was  much  colder  in  the 
m.atter,  and  cai-efully  noticed  all  the  contentious 
fpeeche^  of  the  French,  faying,  the  French  always 
wilhed  to  figljt  with  both  hands.  He  made  fa 
Ilrong  an  oppofition,  that  tht  adverfe  party  per- 
ceiving it,  fent  a  fquire  of  honour,  and  of  the 
II 4  bed. 
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bed  chamber  and  council  of  the  king  of  France, 
to  the  duke  :  his  name  was  Robert  I'Kermite ; 
and  this  is  what  he  faid,  for  the  duke  related  to 
me  the  words  at  his  callle  of  Pleiliy.  'My  lord, 
for  the  iove  of  God  do  not  longer  oppofe  a  peace. 
You  fee  how  diligent  our  lords  of  France  are  in 
promoting  it^  and  it  will  be  charity  in  you  to  join 
them,  for  the  war  has  laded  too  long  5  and,  when 
kings  wifh  for  peace,  their  relations  and  fubjeds 
ought  to  obey.'  *  Robert,  Robert,'  replied  the 
duke  of  Glocefter,  *  IwiPn  not  to  prevent  a  peace; 
but  you  Frenchmen  ufe  fuch  fpecious  words,  be- 
yond our  underftanding,  that,  when  you  will,  you 
may  urge  them  as  fignifying  war  or  peace  as  you 
fhall  choofe.  In  this  manner  has  the  bufinefs 
hitherto  been  conduded,  diflernbling  always  unti^ 
you  have  gained  your  end.  If  my  lord,  the  king, 
had  beheved  me,  and  the  majority  of  thofe  who 
are  bound  to  fcrve  him,  there  never  would  have 
been  peace  with  France,  until  you  had  re^ored  to 
us  all  you  have  taken  through  treacherous  caufesj 
as  is  known  to  God,  and  to  all  who  will  fearch 
into  the  bufmefs.  But,  fmce  my  lord  inclines  to 
peace,  you  are  in  the  right  to  prefs  it  forward : 
it  is  juft  that  we  lliould  alfo  approve  of  it,  and 
fmce  peace  is  fo  much  wifhed  for  are  we  here 
aflembied  i  let  it,  however,  be  well  kept  on  your 
fide,  as  it  fliall  be  on  ours.'  On  faying  this,  the 
duke  of  Glocefter  went  away.  Robert  I'Hermite;, 
at  the  fame  time,  took  his  leave,  and  returned  tq 
his  countrymeno     I  will  not  protrad  the  fubjed; 
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longer,  but  come  to  the  conclufion,  as  the  matter 
requires  it. 

Tiie  four  dukes,  having  full  powers  from  their 
refpeflivc  monarchs,  to  conclude  a  truce  or  peace, 
continued  their  conferences  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
the  report  in  Abbeville  was  current  of  a  peace 
having  been  made  between  France,  England  and 
and  their  allies.  But  I,  the  author  of  this  hiftory, 
who  at  the  time  refided  in  Abbeville,  to  learn 
news,  could  never  under  Hand  that  a  peace  had 
been  concluded  :  only  the  truce  had  been  pro- 
longed for  four  years,  on  fea  and  land,  between 
all  the  parties.  It  was  imagined  that,  before  the 
expiration  of  this  term,  all  the  territories  and  lord- 
fhips  in  Languedoc,  that  were  to  revert  to  the 
kings  of  England  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  would 
be  furrendered  to  king  Richard,  or  to  his  com- 
miflioners. 

In  return  for  the  giving  up  fo  many  towns, 
caftles  and  lordfhips,  which  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  commiflioners  for  peace,  the  dukes  of  Lan- 
cafler  and  Glocefcer  engaged  that  their  captains,  of 
whatever  nation  they  might  be,  who  held  pcflefTioa 
of  different  forts  in  France,  that  were  to  revert  to 
^he  king  of  France,  fhould  evacuate  them,  and 
ceafe  from  carrying  on  any  war  under  the  name 
and  pretext  of  the  king  of  England  or  the  Englifli. 
All  the  articles  of  the  truce  were  fairly  written 
put,  figned  and  fcaled  by  the  different  lords,  and 
copies  of  them  fent  to  the  two  kings,  before  they 
parted,  at  Leulinghen. 

The 
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The  king  of  England  was  very  impatient  to 
hear  of  peace  being  concluded,  and  his  uncles, 
knowing  this,'  determined  to  fend  hini  an  exprefs 
with  the  news :  they  called  to  them  a  heraldj^ 
named  Marche,  who  was  king  at  arms  in  England, 
and  wrote  to  the  king  by  him  the  whole  detail  of 
what  had  been  agreed  on,  and  figned  by  both  par- 
ties. The  herald  was  rejoiced  to  receive  thefe 
letters  from  the  dukes,  and,  leaving  the  Englifl^ 
tents,  rode  to  Calais,  where  he  hired  a  filhing- 
boat,  and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  a  favo.urablc 
wind,  and  the  exertions  of  the  fifhermen,  was 
fpeedily  landed  at  Dover.  He  then  continued  his 
journey  until  he  came  to  London,  where  found 
the  king.  On  his  arrival,  he  was  introduced  into 
the  king's  chamber,  becaufe  he  v/as  come  from 
Calais,  where  the  king's  uncles  were  negotiating  a 
peace.  He  prefented  his  letters ;  and  the  king^ 
having  peryfed  them,  was  fo  well  pjeafed  with 
their  contents,  and  the  good  news  he  had  brough;; 
that  he  gave  him  very  rich  gifts,  and  a  handfome 
annuity,  as  the  herald  told  me  afterwards  whei), 
riding  with  him  through  part  of  England. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE  IS  NEARLY  BROKEl^  OFF 
ZY  POPE  BONIFACE,  AND  BY  THE  KING  OP 
FRANCE  RELAPSING  INTO  HIS  FORMER  ILL- 
?JESS. 

T  ET  us  return  to  the  commiflloners  from  France 
•*^  and  England  at  Leulinghen.  When  they 
pleafed  they  lived  in  tents,  which  were  prepared 
for  them  in  great  numbers  and  magnificence. 
The  Englilh  were  very  attentive  to  the  verification 
of  the  different  papers,  that  nothing  obfcure  or 
doubtful  might  remain.  They  examined  every 
paper,  and  had  every  expreffion  made  clear  before 
|:hey  figned  them. 

From  an  event  that  happened,  the  negotiations 
which  had  taken  up  fo  much  time  were  near  being 
broken  off.  I  will  fay  what  it  was ;  for  in  matters 
of  hiflory  every  thing  Ihould  be  detailed,  that 
the  truth  may  be  more  apparent.  You  have 
heard  that  the  king  of  France  had  made  a  long 
ftay  at  Abbeville  :  he  took  pleafure  in  the  place, 
but  his  flay  was  prolonged  on  account  of  the  treaty 
that  was  going  forward  at  Leulinghen. 

Jufl  at  theconclufion  of  the  treaty,  the  dukes  of 
Lahcafter  and  Glocefter  declared  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  king  Richard  and  the  parliament,  that  pope 
Boniface,  who  was  acknowledged  for  the  true 
pope  by  the  Romans,  GermanSj  Hungarians, 
t  Lombards, 
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Lombards,  Venetians,  Engllfh,  and  by  all  Chrif- 
tendom  except  France,  fliould  be  received  zs  fuch> 
and  the  perfon  who  filled  himffclf  pope  Clement 
be  degraded  and  condemned.  This  propofala, 
the  two  dukes  faid,  they  had  been  fpecifically 
ordered  to  make  by  the  three  eftates  of  Eng- 
land. 

When  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  heard 
this,  to  pleafe  their  couflns  of  England,  and  to 
prevent  the  treaty  from  being  in{:^£rrupted^  they 
defired,  in  a  friendly  way,  to  have  a  litde  time 
to  confider  what  they  had  propofed.  it  being 
granted,  they  confulted  together;  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  eloquently  and  prudently  anfwered  as 
follows,  to  foften  the  matter  to  the  Engiidi  dukes: 
— '  It  does  not  feem  to  us  any  way  proper  that: 
v/e  fhould  intermix  with  our  negotiations  the  dlf- 
pute  between  the  two  popes.  My  brother  of 
Berry  and  myfelf  are  fom.ewhat  furprifed  how  you 
could  have  propofed  it,  for  at  the  beginning  of  the 
conferences  you  objedled  to  the  prefence  of  the 
cardinal  de  Luna,  who  is  nov/  at  Abbeville  as  le- 
gate froni  the  pope,  and  refufed  to  hear  any  thing 
he  had  to  l^iy.  We  had  before  determined  that 
when  the  cardinals  elefted  Urban  for  pope,  and 
on  his  death  Boniface,  the  elecSbions  were  null,  for 
no  one  either  from  your  country  or  ours  was  fum- 
moned  to  them  ;  and  the  eledlion  of  him  who  calls 
himfelf  Clement  and  refidcs  at  Avignon  is,  from 
the  fame  caufe,  in  the  like  predicament.  We  do 
not  deny  that  it  would  be  great  chanty  in  thofe 
who  could  attend  to  it,  to  appeafe  and  put  an  end 
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to  this  fchifm  in  the  church.     But,  in  regard  to 

ourfdves,  we  mufl  refer  the  matter  to  the  univer- 
fity  of  Paris ;  and,  when  all  our  bufinefs  here  ihall 
be  concluded  by  a  folid  peace,  we  will,  in  con- 
junftion  with  the  council  of  our  coufin  the  king  of 
Germany,  willingly  attend  to  this  matter,  as  you 
may  do  on  your  fide.' 

This  reply  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  was  agree- 
able to  the  Englifh  dukes,  for  it  feemed  reafon- 
able,  and  they  anfwered,  *  You  have  well  fpoken : 
let  the  matter  now  reit,  and  be  as  you  fay."  The 
negotiations  were  going  on  as  well  as  before ;  but 
there  fell  out,  vjuft  at  the  conclufion,  a  great  hin- 
drance by  the  king  of  France  relapfing  into  the 
fame  frenzy  by  which  he  v^as  afflicted  in  the  pre- 
cedins:  year.  He  had  remained  at  Abbeville  until 
near  Midfummer,  at  the  abbey  of  Saint  Peter, 
pafTing  his  tim.e  in  a  variety  of  amufements.  The 
firll  that  noticed  his  relapfe  was  a  Norman  knight, 
called  fir  William  M artel,  who  was  employed  the 
mod  about  the  king's  perfon. 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  were  at  the 
time  at  Leulinghen  or  Boulogne,  bringing  the  con- 
ference to  a  clofe,  or  at  lead  finiil:ilng  all  that  could 
be  done  this  year.  The  moment  the  duke  of 
Orleans  perceived  the  ilate  of  the  king's  health, 
he  fent  information  to  his  uncles  by  a  favourite 
fquire  of  his  own,  called  Boniface,  an  agreeable 
man.  The  two  dukes,  on  hearing  this  unfortu- 
iiate  intelligence,  fet  out  as  fpeediiy  as  they  could  j 
for  they  had  already  taken  leave  of  their  coufins  of 
England,  who  were  returned  to  Calais  to  wait  for 

informadon 


no 

information  from  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the 
duke  of  Brittany. 

It  had  been  propofed  at  the  conferences,  that  as 
the  caftle  of  Cherbourg  in  Normandy,  had  been 
mortgaged  to  the  king  of  England  for  fixty  thou- 
fand  nobles,  who  in  confequence  had  pofreffion,  it 
Ihould  be  reftored  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  on  the 
king  of  France  repaying  the  fixty  thoufand  no- 
bles ;  and  in  like  manner  was  the  caftle  of  Breft  to 
be  furrendered  to  the  duke  of  Brittany.  The  dukes 
of  Berry  and  Burgundy  did  not  wait  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  thefe  two  articles,  but  haftened  to  Abbe- 
ville, where,  to  their  forrow,  they  found  the  king 
in  a  very  poor  ftate  of  health. 

The  king's  diforder  was  kept  fecret  as  long  as 
pofTible,  but  in  fuch  cafes  it  is  very  foon  publicly 

known.  / 

The  court  at  Abbeville  was  fhortly  dlfperfed, 
and  every  one  retired  to  his  home.  Councils 
were  holden  as  to  the  proper  place  the  king  fliould 
be  conveyed  to,  and  in  refpeft  to  his  management. 
The  caftle  of  Creil  was  again  fixed  on  for  his  refi- 
dence,  whither  he  was  carried  in  a  litter.  The 
weather  was  now  fo  hot,  that  they  refted  the  day 
and  only  travelled  the  night  feafon  :  the  king  was 
attended  to  Creil  by  his  brother  and  the  duke  of 
Berry.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  went  to  Artois, 
and  thence  vifited  Flanders,  having  met  his  duchefs 
at  the  caftle  of  Hedin. 

The  lord  de  la  Riviere  and  fir  John  le  Mercier 
feemed  endrely  forgotten :  no  one  fpoke  of  them, 
nor  interfered  in  their  delivery  from  prifon.     Tliis 
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felapfe  of  the  king  had,  however,  greatly  excul- 
pated them  from  the  accufations  of  having  been 
the  caufe  of  his  firft  illnefs  in  the  eyes  cf  the  pub- 
lic. The  wifeft  in  France  had  now  learnt,  that 
from  the  weaknefs  of  his  nerves,  he  was  naturally 
inclined  to  this  diforder,  which  had  been  brought 
forward  with  greater  force  from  the  excefles  he  had 
indulged  in.  It  was  much  regretted  by  thofe  who 
wifhed  his  recovery  that  mafter  V/illiam  de  Harfe- 
ley  was  no  more,  for  his  relatives  knew  not  where 
to  feek  a  prudent  phyfician  that  was  acquainted 
with  his  diforder.  It  was,  however,  a  matter  of 
neceflity  to  make  the  beft  life  of  fuch  as  they 
had. 


CHAP.   XIX. 


THE     DEATH    OF    POPE   CLEMENT  AT  AVIGNON. 

THE  ELECTION  OF  POPE  BENEDICT. ~A  LEARNED 
CLERK,  IN  THE  ARCHBISHOPRICK  OF  RHEIMS, 
SUPPORTS  THE  RIGHT  OF  THE  SEE  OF  AVIGNON, 
BY  HIS  SPEECHES  AND   PREACHINGS, 

TN  the  month  of  September,  of  this  year, 
-■■  Robert  de  Geneve,  whom  we  have  called  pope 
in  our  hiftory,  died  at  his  palace  in  Avignon. 
It  happened  to  him  juft  as  he  had  wifhed,  that  he 
might  die  pope.  He  died  indeed  with  the  honour 
md  ftate  I  have  mentioned,  but  whether  he  en- 
joyed 
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joyed  thefe  wrongfully  or  not,  I  Ihall  not  pretend 
to  determine,  for  fuch  matters  do  not  belong 
to  me. 

The  cardinals  at  Avignon  were  much  furprifed 
at  this  event,  and  refolded  to  form  a  conclave  in 
hafte,  and  elect  one  from  among  themfelves  as  his 
fucce/Tor. 

The  health  of  the  king  of  France  was  again 
beginning  to  return,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  who 
loved  him,  and  his  good  queen,  who  had  been  in 
great  affliction.  She  was  a  valiant  lady,  whom 
God  correded  and  loved :  fhe  had  made  many 
proceflions,  and  given  great  alms,  in  hopes  of  his 
recovery,  in  feveral  parts  of  France,  but  efpecially 
in  Paris. 

The  college  of  cardinals  at  Avignon,  as  I  was 
then  informed,  eledled  pope  the  car'dinal  legate  de 
Luna.  To  fay  the  truih,  he  was  a  devout  man, 
and  of  a  contemplative  life  j  but  they  had  chofen 
him  fubjedl  to  the  approbation  of  the  king  of 
France  and  his  council,  otherwife  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  maintain  their  eledion»  Con- 
fider  how  much  the  church  mufl  have  been  de- 
graded by  this  fchifm,  when  thofe  who  were,  or 
ought  to  have  been  free,  thus  fubjeded  them- 
felves to  the  will  of  others,  whom  they  fhould 
have  commanded. 

All  the  folemnities  required  at  the  coronation  of 
a  pope  were  paid  to  the  cardinal  de  Luna,  who 
took  the  name  of  Benedift.     He  offered  a  general 
pardon  to  all  clergy  who  fliould  come  to  Avignon ; 
and,  by  the  advice  of  lis  cardinals,  wrote  letters 
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to  the  king  of  France,  to  announce  his  elevation  to 
the  papacy. 

I  heard  that  the  king  paid  little  attention  to  his 
letter  J  for  he  was  not  yet  determined  whether  to 
acknowledge  him  for  pope  or  no  ;  and,  to  have 
■the  beft  advice  on  the  occafion,  he  fummoned  be- 
fore him  the  mod:  learned  and  prudent  clerks  of 
the  univerfity  of  Paris. 

Mafter  John  Gigencourt  and  mailer  Peter 
Playons*,  who  were  clleemed  the  moft  learned 
and  acute  in  the  univerfity,  told  the  king,  as  did 
others,  that  the  fchifm  in  the  church  corrupted  the 
Chriftian  faith  ;  that  the  church  ought  not  longer  to 
be  kept  in  this  Hate,  for  that  all  Chriflendom. 
fuffered  from  it,  but  more  particularly  churchmen  ; 
and  that  it  was  unbecoming  the  univerfity  to  fend 
to  pope  Benedict  at  Avignon,  lifts  of  thofe  priefts 
who  had  need  of  briefs.  The  king,  on  hearing 
their  opinions,  thought  them  reafonable,  and 
confented  that  there  fiiould  be  a  cefl^ation  of  fuch 
lifts  as  were  ufually  fent  to  the  pope,  until  the 
difputes  between  the  two  popes  were  fetded : 
things  therefore  remained  in  this  ftate. 

The  duke  of  Berry,  however,  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  the  new  pope  -,  and  all  the  clergy  depen- 
dent on  him  acknowledged  him  for  the  true  one ; 
and  many  of  his  people  v/ere  provided  with 
pardons  from  this  Benedift. 

*  In  the  Mufeum  MS.  it  is  Gignicourt  and  Pierre  de  Lyons: 
in  mine,  the  firft  as  D.  Sauvage.  and  the  other  Pierre  dc 
Palions. 
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The  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  with  many  other  great  lords  of  France, 
diiTembled  their  real  opinions  on  the  fubjeft 
to  the  king.  Some  through  favour  acknowledged 
Benedift,  who  was  prodigal  of  his  pardons,  ia 
order  that  the  court  of  Avignon  might  thrive 
the  more. 

The  duke,  of  Brittany  readily  enough  followed 
the  opinion  of  the  king  of  France;  for  he  had 
been  in  former  times  fo  fcandalized,  by  the  in- 
formation the  earl  of  Flanders,  his  coufin,  had 
given  him  of  the  rebellion  in  the  church,  that  he 
would  never  allow  of  Clement  being  the  true  pope, 
although  his  clergy  paid  him  obedience  and  ac- 
knowledged him.  When  any  of  the  churches  in 
France  became  vacant,  the  king  difpofed  of  them 
to  clergymen,  without  ever  fpeaking  of  it  to  pope 
Benedict,  who,  as  well  as  his  cardinals,  was 
grearly  furprifed  at  fuch  condu6l,  and  began  to 
fear  the  king  would  deprive  them  of  the  benefices 
thfey  held  in  his  realm. 

.  They  refolved,  the;-efore,  to  fend  a  well-in- 
flrufted  legate  to  France,- to  remonftrate  with  the 
king  and  council  on  the 'ftate  of  the  church,  and 
to  learn  their  intentions,  and  likewife  to  affure 
-them  that  the  pope  they  had  elefted  was  only 
conditionally  chofen,  in  cafe  of  his  proving  agree- 
able to  the  king,  but  that  otherv/ife  they  would 
dethrone  him,  and  exalt  another  more  to  his 
pleafure. 

About  this  period,  the  friar,    whom  I  before 
mentioned  to  have  been  fent  by  pope  Boniface  to 
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the  king  of  France,  but  without  the  pomp  or  ftate 
of  a  legate,  arriyed  at  Paris,  with  the  confent  of 
the  king,  who  hftcned  to  his  arguments  and  fer* 
mons  with  pleafure.  The  legate  from  Avignon, 
a  fubtle  and  eloquent  clerk,  was  heard  alfo  by  the 
king  and  his  court :  thofe  attached  to  the  pope  at 
Avignon  took  good  care  to  pufli  him  forward,  and 
contrived  that  he  fhould  have  audiences  often. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  council,  but  it  was 
not  without  great  difficulty  the  univerfity  of  Paris 
lubfcribed  to  this  opinion,  that  it  would  be  a  wife 
and  prudent  meafure,  if  means  could  be  found  to 
make  the  rival  popes  refign  their  dignities,  as  v/ell 
as  all  the  cardinals,  and  then  feledl  the  mod  learned 
and  prudent  among  the  clergy,  from  the  empire 
of  Germany,  France,  and  other  countries,  who 
Ihould  form  a  general  council,  and  then,  without 
favour  or  afFeftion  to  any  party,  restore  the  church 
to  its  former  unity,  difciphne  and  liability.  They 
declared  they  faw  no  other  way  of  deflroying  the 
fchifm  i  for  the  hearts  of  different  lords  were  fo 
.  fwoUen  with  pride,  each  v/ould  fupport  his  own 
party. 

This  idea,  which  was  propofed  in  the  prefence 
of  the  king,  and  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Bur-- 
gundy,  in  council,  was  approved  of  j  and  the  king, 
having  agreed  to  it,  faid  he  would  cheerfully  write 
on  the  fubjed  to  the  kings  of  Germany,  Bohemia, 
Hungary  and  England;  that  he  thought  he  could 
depend  on  the  kings  of  Caftille,  Navarre,  Arragon, 
Sicily,  Naples  and  Scotland,  obeying  whatever 
pope  he  fhould  acknowledge.  In  confequence  of 
I  2  this 
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rtiis  propofition  being  adopted,  th<?  king  of  France 
fent  off  fpecial  meffengers  with  letters  to  the  kings 
above  mentioned,  but  anfwers  were  not  returned 
to  them  fo  foon  as  expected. 

During  this  interval,  that  learned  clerk  mafter 
John  de  Gigencourt  died  at  the  Sorbonne.  The 
king  of  France,  his  court  and  the  ttniverfity  were 
very  forry  for  the  lofs,  as  his  equal  was  not  at 
Parisi  and  he  would  have  been  of  fingular  fervice 
in  reforming  the  church,  and  bringing  about  an 
union. 

At  this  time,  there  was  at  Avignon  a  clerk  well 
fliilled  in  fcience,  do6lor  of  lav/s,  and  auditor  of 
the  palace  :  he  was  a  native  of  the  Archbifhoprick 
of  Rheims,  and  called  fir  John  de  Varennes.  He 
was  much  advanced  in  the  church  for  the  fervices 
he  had  rendered  pope  Clement  and  others^  and  was 
on  the  point  of  being  a  bilbop  or  cardinal.  He 
had  alfo  been  chaplain  to  a  cardinal,  called  at 
Avignon  Saint  Peter  of  Luxembourg. 

This  John  de  Varennes,  beneficed  and  advanced 
as  he  was,  refig  led  all,  retaining  only,  for  his 
fubfiftence,  the  canonry  of  our  Lady  at  Rheims, 
which  is  worth,  by  refidence,  one  hundred  francs ; 
otherwife  not  more  than  thirty.  He  quitted 
Avignon,  returned  to  his  native  country,  and 
fixed  his  abode  at  the  village  of  Saint  Lye,  neaf 
Rheims,  where  he  led  a  devout  life,  preaching  the 
faith  and  works  of  our  Lord,  and  praifing  the 
pope  of  Avignon.  He  declared  he  was  the  true 
pope,  condemning,  by  his  fpeeches,  that  of  Rome, 
He  was  much  accended  to,  and  followed  by  the 

people 
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people,  who  came  to  fee  him  from  all  countries, 
for  the  fober  and  holy  life  he  led,  failing  daily,  and 
for  the  fine  fermons  he  preached.  Some,  however, 
faid,  that  the  cardinals  at  Avignon  had  fent  him 
thither  to  fupport  their  caufe,  and  to  exhibit  the 
holinefs  of  his  life,  which  was  devout  enough  t6 
have  entitled  hirn  to  be  raifed  to  the  papacy. 

Mafter  John  de  Varennes  would  not  allow  him- 
felf  to  be  called  the  holy  man  of  Saint  Lye,  but 
fimply  the  Auditor.  He  liyed  with  his  mother, 
and  every  day  faid  mafs  very  devoutly.  All  diat 
was  given  him,  for  he  afked  for  nothing,  he  diftri  - 
^uted  in  alms  to  the  glory  of  God. 

We  will  now  leave  him,  and  Ipcak  of  other 
matters. 


CHAP.   XX. 

TBE    KING    OF    ENGLAND    IS    ADVISED    TO    MAKE 

A    JOURNEY    TO    IRELAND, AND     TO    SETTLE 

ON  THE  DUKE  OF  LANCASTER^  AND  HIS 
HEIRS  FOR  EVER,  THE  DUCHY  OF  AQUITAINE 
•V^^ITH   ALL   ITS   DEPENDANCIES. 

'nr^HE  truces  that  had  been  agreed  to  between 
"^  the  kings  of  France  and  Eng.  nd,  and 
their  allies,  were  well  obferved  on  fea  and  land. 
There  were,  however,  fome  pillagers  flili  in  Lan- 
guedoc,  who  came  from  foreign  countries,  fucK 
I  3  as. 
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as  Gafcony,  Beam  and  Germany.  Sir  Jolin  de 
Grailly,  baftard-fon  to  the  late  captal  de  Buch,  a 
young  and  expert  knight,  was  governor  of  the 
flrong  caftle  of"  Bouteville.  You  may  fuppofe 
tliat  the  captains  of  fuch  forts  as  Lourde  in  Bigorre, 
on  the  borders  of  Arragon,  Bouteville  on  the 
frontiers  of  Saintonge,  near  la  Rochelle,  and 
Mortaign,  were  forely  vexed  they  could  no  longer 
overrun  the  country  and  make  their  accuftpmed 
pillage  from  the  neighbouring  towns.  They  had 
been  particularly  forbidden  to  infringe  the  articles 
of  the  truce,  under  pain  of  being  feverely  pu- 
nifhed. 

At  this  period,  an  expedition  againft  Ireland 
was  propofed  in  the  Englifh  council ;  for,  in  the 
truces  king  Richard  had  agreed  to  with  France 
and  her  allies,  young  as  he  was,  he  had  referved 
Ireland  from  being  included,  as  his  predecefTors 
had  always  claimed  it  as  their  rights  and  his 
grandfather,  king  Edward  of  happy  memory,  had 
figned  himfelf  king  and  lord  of  Ireland,  and  had 
continued  his  wars  againft  the  natives  notwith- 
flanding  his  prefiure  from  other  quarters.  The 
young  knights  and  fquires  of  England,  eager  to 
fignalize  themfelves  in  arms,  were  rejoiced  to 
learn  that  king  Richard  intended  leading  a  large 
power  of  men  at  arms  and  archers  into  Ireland, 
and.  that  he  had  declared  he  would  not  retura 
thence  until  he  Ihould  have  finally  fetded  every 
thing  to  his  fatisfadion. 

It  was,  at  the  fame  council,  ordered,  that  the 
duke  of  Lancafter,  who  in  his  time  had  laboured 

hard 
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hard,  on  fea  and  laud,  for  tlie  augmentation  of 
the  honour  of  England,  fhould  make  a  journey  to 
Aquitaine,  with  five  hundred  men  at  arms  and  one 
thoufand  archers.  He  was  to  embark  at  Plymouth 
or  Southampton,  as  he  pleafed,  and  f^l  for  Guy-r 
enne  or  AquLtaine.  It  was  the  intention  of  king 
Richard  and  his  council,  that  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter  fhould  hold  in  perpetuity,  for  him.felf  and 
heirs,  the  v/hole  territory  of  Aquitaine,  with  all 
its.  fenefchalfhips  and  c^oniains  in  fuch  manner  as 
king  Edward  of  England,  his  fitlier,  and  tha 
former  dukes  of  Aquitaine  had  held  them,  and 
which  king  Richard  held  at  this  moment,  with  the 
referve  of  homage  to  the  kings  of  England.  The 
4uke  of  Lan.caiter  was  to  enjoy  all  oclier  rights, 
lordfhips  and  rents,  y/hich  ftipulation  was  con^- 
firmed  by  the  king,  wholly  and  fully,  under  his 
feal. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter  was  very  thankful  for 
this  magnificent  gift,  as  he  had  reafon  to  be  ,  for 
in  truth  the  duchy  of  Aquitaine  has  wherew'ithal 
to  enable  its  lord  to  keep  a  grand  ftate.  The 
deed  which  was  to  eftablifli  this  gift,  having  been 
properly  engrofled,  was  carefully  examined,  and 
paJTed  v/ith  great  deliberation  of  council,  in  the 
prefence  of .  the  king,  his  uncles  the  dukes  of 
York  and  Glocefter,  the  earls  of  Salifbury,  Arundel, 
and  Derby  (foa  to.  the  duke  of  Lancafter),  the 
earl  marfhal,  the  earl  of  Roftellant*,  the  earls  of 
Northumberland    and-  Nottingham,    fir   Thomas 

*  Roileiiant.     Q_  Rudando 

I  4  Percy, 
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Percy,  the  lords  Defpencer  and  Beaumont,  fir 
William  Arundel,  the  archbifliops  of  Canterbury 
and  York,  the  bilhop  of  London,  and  of  all  thof<i 
who  were  entitled  to  be  prefent,  whether  prelates 
or  barons. 

The  duke  of  Lancafler  thanked,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  king  his  nephew,  then  his  brothers, 
and  the  barons  and  prelates  of  the  council.  After 
which  he  began  to  make  moft  fumptuous  prepa- 
rations for  crofling  the  fea,  and  taking  poffeflion 
of  the  duchy  the  king  had  in  veiled  him  with. 

Purveyors  were  likewife  bufy  in  preparing,  on 
a  large  fcale,  for  the  king's  expedition  to  Ireland ; 
and  thofe  lords  who  were  to  accompany  him  were 
ordered  to  make  preparations  of  whatever  things 
they  might  think  neceffary. 


CHAP.    XXI. 

/ 

THE  DEATH  OF  THE  LADY  ANNE  OF  BOHEMIA, 
QUEEN  OF  ENGLAND. THE  DUKE  OF  LAN- 
CASTER LANDS  IN  AQUITAINE,  AND  THE 
KING    OF    ENGLAND    IN    IRELAND; 

'TpHE  king  of  England  and  the  duke  of  Lan- 
•*•  cafter  were  daily  occupied  in  their  prepara- 
tions for  leaving  England,  and  had  fent  their  men 
and  purveyances  to  the  different  ports  they  were 
to  embark  fromi    the  one   to  Ireland^  and   the 

other 
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other  to  Aqultaine ;  but  their  expedition  was  de- 
layed for  about  two  months  by  an  event  I  will 
now  relate. 

At  this  period,  the  lady  Anne,  queen  of  Eng- 
land, fell  fick,  to  the  great  diftrefs  of  the  king 
and  her  houfehold.  Her  diforder  increafed  fo  ra- 
pidly that  fhe  departed  this  iirc  on  the  feafts  of 
Whitfuntide,  in  the  year  of  grace  1394-  The 
king  and  all  who  loved  her  v/ere  greatly  afRidLcd 
at  her  death.  She  was  buried  in  the  cathedral 
ehurch  of  London*;  but  her  obfequies  were  per- 
formed at  leifure,  for  the  king  would  have  them 
magnificently  done.  Abundance  of  wax  was  fcnt 
for  from  Flanders  to  make  flambeaux  and  torches, 
and  the  illumination  was  fo  great  on  the  day  of 
the  ceremony  that  nothing  was  ever  feen  like  to  it 
before,  not  at  the  burial  of  the  good  queen  Phi- 
lippa  nor  of  any  other. 

The  king  would  have  it  fo,  becaufe  fhe  was 
daughter  to  the  king  of  Bohemia,  emperor  of 
Rome  and  of  Germany.  He  was  inconfolable  for 
her  lofs,  as  they  mutually  loved  each  other,  having 
been  married  young.  This  queen  left  no  ilTue, 
for  Ihe  had  never  borne  children. 

Thus  in  the  fame  year  were  the  king,  the  duke 
of  Lancafter  and  the  earl  of  Derby  made  widowers. 

*  •  On  the  7th  of  June,  queen  Anne  died  at  Shene  in  Surry, 
and  was  buried  at  Welhninfter.  The  king  took  her  death  fd 
heavily  that,  befides  curilng  t.'ie  place  w.ice  fhe  died,  he  did 
alfo,  for  anger,  throw  down  th^'  baildings,  unco  the  which 
former  kings,  being  weary  of  the  city,  wei-£  wont  for  pleafure  to 
refort/ — Stoiv/f  Chro7iicle. 

There 
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There  was  no  talk  of  the  king's  marrying  again, 
for  he  would  not  hear  of  it.  Although  the  expe- 
ditions to  Ireland  and  Aquitaine  were  delayed  by 
the  queen's  death,  thofe  lords  who  were  named 
to  go  to  Ireland  did  not  fail  continuing  their  pre- 
parations ;  and,  as  their  purveyances  were  ready, 
they  fent  them  acrofs  the  fea  to  Ireland  from 
Brifco  *  and  Lolighet  f  in  Wales  ;  and  the  con- 
du(flors  were  ordered  to  carry  them  to  a  city  on 
the  coafi:  of  Ireland,  called  Diir.elin:|:,  v/hich  had 
always  been  fteadiiy  attached  to  England,  and  was 
an  archbifhoprick  :  the  archbifhop  of  which  place 
was  with  the  king. 

Soon  after  Saint  John  .Baptift's  day,  king  Ri- 
chard left  London,  and  took  the  road  for  Wales, 
amufing  him.felf  by  hunting  on  the  way,  to  forget 
the  lofs  of  his  queen.  Thofe  ordered  to  attend 
him  began  their  journey,  fuch  as  his  two  uncles 
of  York  and  Glocefter,  with  grand  array,  as  did 
the  other  lords  :  the  earl  of  Kent,  half  brothe:: 
to  the  king,  fir  Thomas  Holland,,  his  fon,  the  earl 
of  Rutland,  fon  to  the  duke  of  York,  the  earl 
marflial,  the  earls  of  Salifbury  and  Arundel^  fir 
William  Arundel,  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  fij; 
Thomas  Percy  his  brother,  high  fteward  of  Eng- 
land, the  earls  of  Devonfhire  and  Nottingham^, 
with  numbers  of  knights  and  fquires. 

A  confiderable  body  remained  at  home  to 
guard  the  borders  of  Scotland ;  for  the  Scots  are 


♦  Brifco.     Q^Biiftol. 

f  Lolighet.     Q^  flolyhead. 

:J:  Dimelen.     Q^  Dublin. 
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2  wicked  face,  and  pay  nor  any  regard  to  truces 
or  refpites,  bun  as  it  fuits  their  own  convc- 
ijience. 

Ac  the  time  the  king  of  England  undertook  this 
expedition,  he  had  not  the  company  of  his  other 
half  brother,  fir  John  Holland  c^rl  of  Huntington, 
for  he  was  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Jerufalem  and  Saint 
Catherine  of  iNlount  Sinai,  and  was  to  return 
through  Hungary.  Having  heard  at  Paris,  as  he 
pafTed  through  France,  where  he  had  been  hand- 
fomely  treated  by  the  king  and  his  court,  in  re- 
iped:  to  the  king  of  England,  that  the  king  of 
Hungary  and  Amurat*  were  to  have  a  battle,  he 
declared  he  would  not  fail  being  prefent. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter  and  his  array  arrived  at 
Plymouth,  where  tranfports  waited  to  carry  them 
acrofs  the  fea.  When  his  men  and  purveyances 
were  all  on  board,  they  v/eighed  anchor,  and 
fleered  with  a  favourable  wind  for  Bordeaux. 

We  will  return  to  the  king  of  England,  who  had 
with  him  full  four  thoufand  men  at  arms  and  thirty 
thoufand  archers.  They  were  fnipped  at  three 
different  places,  Briftol,  Holyhead  and  Herfordf, 
and  palled  over  daily  j  but  it  was  a  month  before 
the  whole  armament  and  their  horfcs  landed  in 
Ireland. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  in  Ireland  a  va- 
liant Englifh  knight,   called  the  earl  of  Ormond, 


*  The  pcrfon  thus  called  was  the  fultan  Bajazct  I.  wh5  be- 
gan his  reign  1391. 

f  From  what  follows,  I  fuppofe  this  muft  mean  Haverford- 
weft,  in  Pembrokelliire,  as  it  is  pronounced  Harford. 

who. 
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who,  like  hisprcdeceflbrs  Iield  lands  in  that  country,, 
but  they  were  diiputed,  and  he  hud  made  fnnilar 
preparations  to  his  anceftors. 

The  earl  marfhal  had  the  copimand  of  the  vanji 
confifting  of  fifteen  hundred  lances  and  two  thou- 
fand  archers,  who  prudently  and  valiantly  con« 
dufted  themfelves.  King  Richard  and  his  uncles 
embarked  at  Haverford  in  Wales,  many  at  Holy- 
head, and  others  at  Briilol,  and  the  whole  landed 
without  any  lofs.  As  they  dilembarked,  by  orders 
from  the  conflable  and  marflials,  they  quartered 
themfelves  on  the  country,  occupying  a  large  un- 
inhabited traft,  of  about  thirty  Englifh  miles,  be- 
fide  the  city  of  Dublin.  The  army  lodged  them- 
felves prudently  for  fear  of  the  Irilh  :  had  they 
done  otherwife,  they  would  have  fuffered  for  it. 
The  king,  his  uncles  and  prelates,  were  quartered 
in  Dublin  and  near  it  j  and  I  was  told  that,  during 
the  whole  campaign,  they  were  well  fupplied, 
with  all  forts  ofprovifionj  for  the  Englifli  are  ex- 
pert in  war,  and  know  well  how  to  forage  and 
take  proper  care  of  themfelves  and  horfes.  I  will 
relate  the  hiftory  of  this  campaign  of  king  Richard^ 
and  what  befel  him^  according  to  the  information 
I  received. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XXIL 

SIR  JOHN  FROISSART  ARRIVES  IN  ENGLAND, 
AND  IS  PRESENTED  TO  KING  RICHARD  BV 
THE    DUKE    OF    YORK,    UNCLE  TO  THE  KING. 

^N  truth,  I  fir  John  FroifTart,  treafurer  and  ca- 
•*"  non  of  Chimay,  in  the  county  of  Hainault 
and  dioccfe  of  Liege,  had,  during  my  flay  at  Ab- 
beville, a  great  defire  to  go  and  fee  the  kingdom 
of  England:  more  efpeciaily  fmce  a  truce,  had 
been  concluded,  for  four  years,  on  fea  and  land» 
between  France,  England  and  their  allies.  Several^ 
reafons  urged  mc  to  make  this  journey,  but  prin- 
cipally becaufe  in  my  vouth  I  had  been  educated 
at  the  court  of  king  Edward,  of  happy  memory, 
and  that  good  lady,  Philippa,  his  queen,  with  their 
children,  and  others  of  the  barons  of  thofe  times, 
and  was  treated  by  them  with  all  honour,  courtefy 
and  liberality. 

I  was  anxious,  therefore,  to  vifit  that  country, 
for  it  ran  in  my  imagination  that  if  I  once  again 
faw  it,  I  fhould  live  the  longer  ;  for  twenty-feven 
years  paft  I  had  intentions  of  going  thither,  and 
if  I  Hiould  not  meet  with  the  lords  v^hom  I  had 
left  there,  I  fhould  at  leali:  fee  their  heirs,  who 
would  likewife  be  of  great  fervice  to  me  in  the 
verification  of  the  many  hiflories  I  have  related  of 
them. 

I  men- 
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I  mentioned  my  purpofe  to  my  very  dear  pa- 
trons, the  lord  duke  Albert  of  Bavaria,  count  of 
Hainaultj  Holland  and  Zealand,  and  lord  of 
Frizeland  ;  to  the  lord  Wi'liam  his  fon,  filled 
count  d'Oftrcvant ;  to  my  dear  and  much  honoured 
lady  Joan,  duchefs  of  Brabant  and  Luxembourg; 
and  to  my  very  much  refpedled  lord  Enguerrand, 
lord  of  Coucy ;  as  well  as  to  that  gallant  knight, 
the  lord  de  Gomegines.  We  had  both,  during 
our  youth,  arrived  together  at  the  Englifh  court, 
where  I  faw  alfo  the  lord  de  Coucy,  and  all  the 
nobles  of  France,  who  were  hoflages  for  the  re- 
demption of  king  John  of  France,  which  has  been 
before  related  in  this  hiftory. 

The  three  lords  above  mentioned,  as  well  as 
the  lord  de  Gomegines,  and  madame  de  Brabant, 
on  my  telling  them  my  intentions,  encouraged  me 
to  perfevere,  and  they  all  gave  me  letters  of  in- 
troduiflion  to  the  king  and  his  uncles,  with  the  re- 
ferve  of  the  lord  de  Coucy,  who,  from  being  now 
fo  much  attached  to  France,  could  only  write  to 
his  daughter,  the  duchefs  of  Ireland. 

I  had  taken  care  to  form  a  colleftion  of  all  the 
poetry  on  love  and  morality  that  I  had  compofed 
during  the  lafl  twenty-four  years,  which  I  had 
caufed  to  be  fairly  written  and  illuminated.  I  was 
alfo  incited  to  go  to  England  and  fee  king  Richard, 
fon  to  the  noble  and  valiant  prince  of  Wales  and 
Aquitalne,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fmce  the  time 
of  his  chriftening  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Bor- 
deaux. I  was  then  prefent,  and  had  intentions  of 
accompanying  the  prince  of  Wales  in  his  expedi- 
tion 
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tion  to  Spain  -,  but,  when  we  came  to  the  city  of 
Dax,  the  prince  fent  me  back  to  the  queen  his 
mother  in  England.  I  was  defu-ous,  therefore,  to 
pay  my  r^Toefts  to  the  king  of  England  and  his 
uncles,  and  had  provided  myfelf  with  my  book  of 
poefy  finely  ornamented,  bound  in  velvet,  and 
decorated  with  filver  gilt  clafps  and  ftuds,  as  a 
prefent  for  the  king.  Having  this  intention,  I 
Ipared  no  pains ;  and  the  coft  and  labour  feem 
trifling  to  people,  whenever  they  undertake  any 
thing  willingly. 

~  Having  provided  myfelf  with  horfes,  I  crolTed 
from  Calais   to  Dover  on  the    12th   day  of  July; 
but  found  no  one  there  whom   I   had   been  ac- 
quainted  with  in  my  former  journies :    the  inns 
were  all  kept  by  new  people,  and  the  children  of 
my  former  acquaintance  were  become  men  and  wo- 
men.   I  ftaid  half  a  day  and  night  to  refrefli  myfelf 
and  horfes  j  and  on  Wednefday,  by  nine  o'clock, 
arrived  at  Canterbury  to  vifit  the  fhrine  of  Saint 
Thomas    and  the  tomb   of    the     late    prince   of 
Wales,   who  had   been   buried  there   with  great 
pomp. 

I  heard  high  mafs,  made  my  offering  at  the 
Ihrine,  and  returned  to  my  inn  to  dinner,  when  I 
heard  the  king  was  to  come  the  following  day  in 
pilgrimage  to  St.  Thomas  of  Becket.  He  was 
lately  returned  from  Ireland,  where  he  had  re- 
mained for  nine  months,  or  thereabouts,  and  was 
anxious  to  pay  his  devotions  in  this  church,  on  ac- 
count of  the  holy  body  of  the  Saint,  and  becaufe 
his  father  was  there  buried.  I  thought,  there- 
fore. 
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fore.  It  would  be  well  to  wait  his  Arrival,  which  I 
did  i  and,  on  the  morrow,  the  king  came  in  great 
ftate,  accompanied  by  lords  and  ladies,  with  whom 
I  mixed  j  but  they  were  all  new  faces  to  me,  for 
I  did  not  remember  one  of  them. 

Times  and  perfons  had  greatly  changed  fince  I 
was  laft  in  England,  eight  and  twenty  years  paft. 
The  king  had  not  either  of  his  uncles  with  him  : 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  was  in  Aquitaine,  and  the 
dukes  of  York  and  Gloceller  in  other  parts.  I 
was  at  firft  quite  aftoniflied,  and  fliould  have  been 
comforted  could  I  have  feen  an  ancient  knight 
who  had  been  of  the  bed-chamber  to  king  Edward, 
and  was  in  the  fame  capacity  to  the  prefent  king, 
as  well  as  of  his  privy  council,  and  could  I  have 
made  myfcif  known  to  him.  The  name  of  this- 
knight  was  fir  Richard  Sturry.  I  afked  if  he  were 
alive  :  they  faid  he  was,  but  not  then  prefent,  as 
he  was  at  his  refidence  in  London. 

I  then  determined  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  fir  Tho- 
mas Percy,  high  fteward  of  England.  I  found 
him  gracious  and  of  agreeable  manners,  and  he 
offered  to  prefent  me  and  my  letters  to  the  king. 
I  was  rejoiced  at  this  promife  ;  for  it  is  neceffary 
to  have  friends  to  introduce  one  to  fo  great  a 
prince  as  the  king  of  England.  He  went  to  the 
king's  apartments  to  fee  if  it  were  a  proper  time, 
but  found  the  king  had  retired  to  repofe  :  he  there- 
fore bade  me  return  to  my  inn.  When  I  thought 
the  king  might  be  rifen,  I  went  again  to  the  pa- 
lace of  the  archbilhop,  where  he  lodged ;  but  fir 
Thomas  Percy  and  his  people  were  preparing  to 
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fet  out  for  Ofprlnge,  whence  he  had  come  that 
mprning.  I  afked  fir  Thomas's  advice  how  to 
a6b :  *  For  the  prefent,'  he  faid,  *  do  not  make 
further  attempts  to  announce  your  arrival,  but  fol- 
low the  king;  and  I  will  take  care,  when  he  comes 
to  his  palace  in  this  county,  which  he  will  do  in 
two  days,  that  you  lliall  be  well  lodged  as  long  as 
the  court  tarries  there.' 

The  king  was  going  to  a  beautiful  palace  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  called  Leeds  Caftle,  and  I  fol- 
lowed  fir  Thomas   Percy's  advice   by  taking  the 
road   to   Ofpringe.     I  lodged   at  an   inn    where  I 
found  a  gallant  knight  of  the  king's  chamber,  but 
he  had  that  morning  ftaid  behind  on  account  of  a 
flight  pain  in  his  head  that  had  feized  him  the 
preceding  night.     This  knight,  whofe  name  Vr'as 
fir  William  de  Lifle,  feeing  I  was  a  foreigner  and 
a  Frenchman  (for  all  who   fpeak  the  language  of 
Oil  are  by  the  Englifh  confidered  as  Frenchmen, 
whatever  country  they  may  come  from),  made  ac- 
quaintance with  me,  and  I  with  him,  for  the  Eng- 
lifh are  courteous  to  firangers. 

He  afked  my  fituation  and  bufinefs  in  England, 
which  I  related  to  him  at  length,  as  well  as  what 
fir  Thomas  Percy  had  advifed  me  to  do.  He  re- 
plied, that  I  could  not  have  had  better  advice,  for 
that  the  king  would  on  Friday  be  at  Leeds  caftle, 
and  would  find  there  his  uncle  the  duke  of  York. 
I  was  well  pleafed  to  hear  this,  for  I  had  letters 
to  the  duke,  and,  v/hen  young,  was  known  to  him 
while  in  the  houfehold  of  the  late  king  and 
queen. 
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I  courted  the  acquaintance  of  fir  William  de 
Line,  as  a  means  of  gaining  greater  intimacy  with 
the  king's  houfehold.  On  the  Friday,  we  rode 
out  together,  and  on  the  road  I  aficed  if  he  had 
accompanied  the  king  on  his  expedition  to  Ireland. 
He  faid  he  had.  I  then  aflced  if  there  were  any 
foundation  in  truth  for  what  was  faid  of  Saint  Pa- 
trick's hole  *.     He  replied  there  was  i  and  that  he 

and 

*   •  Nothing  has  rendered  this  county  (Donegal)  fo  famous 
as  the  cave  difcovered  by  the  patron   faint  of  Ireland,  or  his 
namefake,  abbot  of  Nevers,  about  four  hundred  years  after,  in 
^vhich    the  holy  monk  obtained  a  conllant  exhibition  of  the 
torments  of  the  wicked,  for  the  edification  of  the  Irifli.     But 
that  it  could  not  be  Saint  Patrick  who  firft  invented  it,  is  plain 
from  his  filence  about  it  m  his  book  '  de  tribus  habitaculis,' 
heaven,  earth  and  hell,     Henry  or  Hugh,  monk  of  Saltrey, 
in  Huntingdon  (hi  re,  was  the  iirll  who  wrote  about  it,  and  what 
one  Owen  or  Tyndal,  a  foldier,  had  feen  there.     It  was  about 
fixtecn  feet  and  a  half  long,  by  two  feet  one  inch  wide,  built 
of  free  ftone,  covered  with  broad  flags,  and  green  turf  laid  over 
them,    and  was    fo  low   and   narrow,  that  a    tall   man   could 
hardly  fit,  much  lefs  fiand    in  it.     In  the  fide   was  a  window 
juft  wide  enough  to  admit  a  faint  ray  of  light :  in  the  floor  a 
cavity  capable  of  containing  a  man  at  his  length ;  and,  under 
a  large  ftonc  at  the  end  of  the  pavement,  a  deep  pit,  which 
had  opened  at  the  prayers  of  the  faint.     The  bottom  of  the 
cave  was  originally  much  below  the  furface  of  the  ground.     It 
ftood  on  the  eafl  fide   of  the  church,  in  the   church-yard,  en- 
compafled    with   a  wall,    and    furrounded  by  circles   or  cells, 
called  the  beds,  fcarcely  three   feet  high,  denominated  from  fc- 
veral  faints.     The  penitents,  who  vifited  this  ifland,  after  faft- 
ing  on  bread  and  water  for  nine  days,  and  making  proceffions 
round  thefe  holy  ftations   thrice  a-day   barefoot,  for  the  firft 
feven  days,  and  fix  times  on  the  eighth,  walhing   their  weary 
limbs  each  night  in  the  adjoining  lake,  on  the  ninth  enter  the 
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and  another  knight,  during  the  king's  (lay  at 
Dublin,  had  been  there.  They  entered  it  at  fun- 
fct,  remained  there  the  whole  night,  and  came 
out  at  fun-rife  the  next  morning.  I  requefted 
he  would  tell  me  whether  he  faw  all  the  marvel- 
lous things  which  are  faid  to  be  feen  there.  He 
made  me  the  following  anfwer :  *  When  I  and  my 
companion  had  paffed  the  entrance  of  the  cave, 

cave.  Here  they  obferve  a  twenty-four  hours  faft,  tailing  only 
a  little  water,  and,  upon  quitting  it,  bathe  in  the  lake,  and 
fo  conclude  the  folemnity.  The  original  preparatory  faft,  as 
we  learn  from  Matthew  Paris,  was  fifteen  days,  and  as  long 
after  quitting  the  cave,  out  of  which  all  who  entered  did  not 
return. 

*  Leave  being  firft  obtained  of  the  bifliop  of  the  diocefe,  the 
prior  reprefented  to  the  penitents  all  the  horror  and  difficulty 
of  the  undertaking,  fuggefting  to  them  at  the  fame  time  an 
eafier  penance.  If  they  iperfevered  in  their  refolution,  they 
were  condudled  to  the  door  with  a  proceffion  from  the  convent, 
and,  after  twenty-four  hours  confinement,  let  out  next  morning 
with  the  like  ceremony.  I»n  this  recefs,  enlightened  only  by 
a  kind  of  twilight,  which  difcovered  a  field  and  hall,  Owen 
was  firft  vifited  by  fifteen  perfons  clothed  in  white,  like  reli- 
gious newly  ftiorn,  who  encouraged  him  againft  the  horrid 
fcenes  that  were  next  to  prefent  themfelves  to  his  view.  They 
were  fucceeded  by  troops  of  demons,  who  began  with  laying 
him  on  a  burning  pile,  which  he  foon  extinguifhed,  by  pro- 
nouncing the  name  of  Chrift.  They  then  dragged  him  through 
the  feveral  fcenes  of  torment,  where  the  wicked  fuffered  all 
the  variety  of  tortures  of  ancient  Tartarus ;  and.  Handing 
proof  againft  all  thefe  horrors,  he  was  favoured  with  a  full 
view  and  defcription  of  paradife,  by  two  venerable  prelates, 
who  refufed  to  let  him  ftay  there.  He  met  with  the  fame  de- 
mons and  monks  as  he  went  out  of  the  cave  after  which  he 
vifited  the  holy  fepulchre,  and,  at  his  return,  taking  upon 
him  the  habit,  aififted  in  founding  Befmagovciflh  abbey.— 
GongVs  Addition  to  Camden,  p.  641.  vol.  3. 
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called  the  Purgatory  of  Saint  Patrick,  we  de- 
fcended  three  or  four  fteps,  (for  you  go  down  into 
it  like  a  cellar)  but  found  our  heads  fo  much  af- 
fefbed  by  the  heat,  we  feated  ourfelves  on  the  fteps, 
which  are  of  flone,  and  fuch  a  drowfinefs  came  on, 
that  we  fiept  there  the  whole  night. 

I  afked,  if,  when  afleep,  they  knew  where  they 
were,  and  what  vifions  they  had.  He  faid,  they 
had  many  very  llrange  dreams,  and  they  feemed, 
as  they  imagined,  to  fee  more  than  they  would 
have  done  if  they  had  been  in  their  beds.  This 
they  both  were  aflured  of.  '^  When  morning  came, 
and  we  were  awake,  the  door  of  the  cave  was 
opened,  for  fo  we  had  ordered  it,  and  we  came 
outj  but  inftantly  loft  all  recolleftion  of  every 
thing  we  had  feen,  and  looked  on  the  whole  as  a 
phantom.' 

I  did  not  pufh  the  converfation  further,  although 
I  fhould  hivt  much  liked  to  have  heard  what  he 
would  fay  of  Ireland ;  but  other  knights  overtook 
iss,  and  converfed  with  him  ;  and  thus  we  rode  to 
Leeds  caftle,  where  the  king  and  his  court  arrived 
fbordy  after-  The  duke  of  York  was  already 
there ;  and  I  made  myfelf  known  to  him,  by  pre- 
lenting  him  letters  from  his  coufins,  thf  count  of 
Mslnsxilt  and  the  count  d'Ollrevant. .  The  duke 
recolletted  mCj  and  made  me  a  hearty  welcome, 
iayingj — -*^  Sir  John,  keep  with  us  and  our  people  i 
for  we  will  fiicw  you  every  courtefy  and  attention  : 
we  are  bounden  fo  to  do,  from  remembrance  of 
paJl  times,  and  affection  to  the  memory  of  our 
h.dj-moth<^y  to  whom  you  were  attached.  We 
hswf^  ViG't  forgotten  thcfe  times.'     I  warmly  thanked 
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him,  as  was  juft,  for  his  kind  fpeech,  and  was  well 
noticed  by  him,  fir  Thomas  Percy  and  fir  William 
de  Lifle,  who  carried  me  to  the  king's  chamber, 
where  I  was  introduced  to  }ilm  by  his  uncle,  the 
duke  of  York. 

The  king  received  me  gracioufly  and  kindly : 
he  took  all  the  letters  I  prefented  to  him,  and, 
having  read  them  attentively,  faid  I  was  welcome, 
and  that  fmce  I  had  belonged  to  the  houfehold  of 
the  late  king  and  queen,  his  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother, I  muil  confider  myfelf  flill  as  of  the 
royal  houfehold  of  England.  This  day  I  did  not 
offer  him  the  book  I  had  brought ;  for  fir  Thomas 
Percy  told  me  it  was  not  a  fit  opportunity,  as  he 
was  much  occupied  with  ferious  buiinefs. 

The  council  was  deeply  engaged  on  two  fub- 
jedls ;  firft,  in  refpedl  to  the  negotiation  v/ith 
France,  to  treat  of  a  marriage  between  the  king 
and  the  lady  Ifabella,  eldeil  daughter  to  the  king 
of  France,  who  at  that  time  was  about  eight  years 
old.  The  ambalTadors  appointed  to  make  this 
propofal  to  France,  were  the  earl  of  Rutland, 
coufin-german  to  the  king,  the  earl  marllial,  the 
archbiiliop  of  Dublin,  the  bifnop  of  Lye,  the  lord 
Clifford,  lord  Beaumont,  lord  Hugh  Spencer,  and 
feveral  others*. 

*  See  the  Foedera  for  full  particulars.  The  ambafladors 
were  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  the  bifhop  of  Saint  David's, 
the  earl  of  Rutland,  the  earl  marlhal  and  fir  William  Scrope. 
They  were  to  propofe  alfo  a  marriage  between  the  earl  of  Rut- 
land and  the  youngeft  daughter  of  the  king  of  France. 

The  inftruftions  to  thefe  ambaffadors  are  dated  *  Leeds 
caftle,  8th  day  of  July  1395.' 
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Secondly,  the  lord  de  la  Barde,  the  lord  de  la 
Taride,  the  lord  de  Pinterne,  the  lord  de  Cha- 
teauneuf,  the  lords  de  Levefque  and  de  Copane, 
the  chief  magiftrates  of  Bordeaux,  Bayonne  and 
Dax,  were  come  to  England,  and  greatly  perfe- 
cuted  the  king,  fince  his  return  from  Ireland,  for 
an  anfwer  to  their  petitions  and  remonflrances,  on 
the  gift  the  king  had  made  his  uncle,  the  duke 
ofLancafter,  of  all  Aquitaine,  with  its  lordfhips, 
baronies  and  dependances,  which  had  appertained 
to  the  king  and  crown  of  England.  The  above- 
mentioned  lords,  and  principal  cities  and  towns  in 
Aquitaine,  maintained  that  fuch  a  gift  could  not 
be  made,  and  that  it  was  null ;  for  that  the  whole 
of  Aquitaine  was  a  fief  depending  folely  on  the 
crown  of  England,  and  that  they  would  never 
confent  thus  to  be  disjoined  from  it.  They  had 
made  feveral  reafonable  proportions  for  an  ac- 
commodation, v/hich  I  will  relate  in  proper  time 
and  place. 

In  order  that  thefe  matters  mJght  be  more  fully 
confidered,  and  indeed  they  required  it,  the  king 
had  fummoned  the  principal  barons  and  prelates 
of  the  realm  to  meet  him  on  Magdalen-day,  at 
his  palace  of  Ekham,  feven  miles  from  London, 
and  the  fame  diflance  from  Dartford.  On  the 
fourth  day  after  the  king's  arrival,  when  I  learnt 
that  he,  his  council  and  the  duke  of  York  were 
about  to  quit  Leeds  caftle  and  go  to  Rochefter,  in 
their  way  to  Ekham,  I  fet  out  in  their  company* 
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CHAP.    XXIII. 

THE  INFORMATION  FROISSART  GAINS  IN  ENG- 
LAND, TOUCHING  THE  OPPOSITION  OF  THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  AQUITAINE  TO  THE  GIFT 
THE    KING    OE    ENGLAND    HAD   MADE  OF  IT  TO 

HIS   UNCLE   THE    DUKE    OF    LANCASTER. THE 

COMMISSIONERS  SENT  TO  REMONSTRATE  ON 
THE  MATTER  WITH  THE  KING  CANNOT  OB- 
TAIN A  DECISIVE  ANSWER  RELATIVE  THERETO. 

|N  the  road  to  Rochefter,  I  afked  fir  William 
de  Lifle  and  fir  John  de  Grailly,  governor  of 
Boiiteville,  the  caufe  of  the  king's  journey  to 
London,  and  why  the  parliament  was  to  be  af- 
fembled  at  Eltham.  They  both  anfwered  me 
fatisfadiorily ;  but  fir  John  Grailly  particularly  in- 
formed me  why  the  lords  of  Gafcony,  and  the 
deputies  from  the  chief  towns  were  come  to  Eng- 
land. He  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  them, 
being  as  it  were  from  the  fame  country  and  fellow- 
fubjed  to  England,  that  they  hid  nothing  from 
him.  He  faid,  *  that  when  the  duke  of  Lancafler 
came  laft  to  Aquitaine,  he  was  provided  with  deeds 
feaied  with  the  great  feal  of  England,  which  had 
been  regularly  agreed  to  in  parliament  and  figned 
by  the  dukes  of  York  and  Glocefter  to  whom 
Aquitaine  might  poflibly  revert,  by  fucceffion,  to 
king  Richard  of  England,  who  had  no  children, 
K  4  and 
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and   thefe  two  dukes  were  brothers  german,  by 
father  and  mother,  to  the  duke  of  Lancafter. 

*  The  duke  of  Lancafter  fent  part  of  his  coun- 
cil to  Bordeaux,  to  inform  the  mayor  and  ma- 
giftrates  of  his  coming  and  the  caufe  of  it.  They 
v/ere  greatly  furprifed  on  hearing  it ;  but,  notwith- 
ftanding,  they  well  feafted  the  commiffioners  he 
had  fent,  in  honour  to  the  king,  to  whom  they 
owed  fervice  and  obedience.  Thev  defired  time 
to  confidcr  of  their  anfwer,  which  being  granted, 
they  replied,  that  the  duke  of  Lancafter,. as  fon  to 
king  Edward  of  happy  memory,  who  had  been 
their  lord,  vvas  welcome,  but  not  in  any  other  ca- 
pacity, as  they  had  not  as  yet  fufficiently  weighed 
the  matter  to  determine  on  receiving  him  as  their 
lord  i  for  their  fovercign,  king  Richard,  to  whom 
they  had  fworn  fealty,  had  not  acquitted  them  of 
their  obedience.  The  duke's  commiffioners  re- 
plied, that  as  to  this,  the  duke  would  take  upon 
himfelf  to  fa:isfy  them  they  Ihould  never  have  any 
trouble  from  his  nephew  the  king  of  England. 

When  thofe  of  Bordeaux  faw  themfelves  thus 
h;irdly  preffcd,  they  made  another  excufe  by  fay- 
ing,— '  Gentlemen,  the  grant  we  perceive  includes 
not  only  us  but  the  cities  of  Bayonne  and  Dax, 
and  the  pi  elates  and  barons  of  Gafcony  who  are 
under  the  obedience  of  the  king  of  England.  Go 
to  them,  and  as  they  fhall  regulate  we  will  do  the 
fame.'  The  commifiioners,  not  being  able  to  get 
any  ether  anfwer,  left  Bordeaux,  and  returned  to 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  at  Libourne. 

'  When 
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*  When  the  duke  heard  the  above  anfwer,  he 
became  very  thoughtful,  and  forefaw  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  he  was  come  upon  would  not  be  fo  foon  fet- 
tled as  he  had  at  firft  imagined,  or  hiid  been  made 
to  underfland.  He  fent,  however,  his  commif- 
fioners  to  Bayonne,  who  were  received  by  the 
Eayonnois  in  juft  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  been 
received  at  Bourdeaux,  nor  could  they  obtain  a 
different  anfwer. 

*  At  length,  the  prelates,  barons  and  deputies 
from  all  the  towns  of  Gafcony  under  the  obedience 
of  England,  affembled,  and,  having  debated  the 
juftice  of  the  king  of  England's  grant  to  the  duke 
of  Lancafter,  came  to  the  following  conclufion. 
They  were  very  willing  to  receive  in  their  caftles, 
cities  and  towns,  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  as  fon  to 
the  noble  king  Edward  of  happy  memory,  and  as 
uncle  to  king  Richard  of  England  ;  but  on  con- 
dition he  would  folemnly  fwear,  that  himfelf  and 
people  would  peaceably  demean  themfelves  during 
their  ftay,  and  that  they  would  not  take  any  thing 
by  force,  but  pay  ready  money  for  whatever  they 
might  want ;  nor  fhould  he,  the  duke  of  Lancafter, 
extend  the  pov/ers  of  the  crown  to  opprefs  any 
one,  nor  do  fo  by  other  means. 

'  The  duke  replied,  that  he  was  not  come  to 
hurt  or  opprefs  the  people,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  guard  and  defend  them  as  his  own  inheritance, 
and  entreated  that  the  will  of  the  king  of  England 
fhould  be  complied  with.  But  the  country,  with 
one  voice,  declared  they  would  not  be  disjoined 
from  the  crown  of  England^  and   that  it  was  not 

in 
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m  the  power  of  the  king  of  England  thus  to  turn 
them  over  to  another, 

*  This  matter  was  difputed  for  a  long  time  be- 
tween the  duke  of  Lancafter  and  the  Gafcons ; 
and,  when  he  faw  he  could  not  prevail  on  them  to 
receive  him  as  dieir  lord,  he  requefted  they  would 
fend  fufficiently-authorifed  perfons  to  the  king  of 
England,  as  he  would  do  on  his  part,  and  what- 
ever the  parliament  of  England  fhould  determine, 
whether  in  his  favour  or  not,  he  would  abide  by. 

*  The  Gafcons,  thinking  this  a  very  reafonable 
propofal  from  the  duke,  agreed  to  it ;  and  he 
then  came,  with  his  attendants,  to  refide  among 
them,  at  his  former  lodgings  in  the  abbey  of  Saint 
Andrew.  The  prelates  and  barons  of  Gafcony,  as 
well  as  the  cities  of  Bayonne  and  Dax,  fele(5led 
proper  commifTioners  to  fend  to  England. 

'  When  the  king  of  France,  his  uncles  and 
minillers,  heard  for  certain  that  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter had  been  peaceably  received  in  Bourdeaux, 
and  that  he  had  there  fixed  his  refidence,  they 
knew  not  what  to  think  of  it,  nor  whether  he 
would  adhere  to  the  truces  that  had  been  made 
between  France  and  England.  This  gave  them 
fo  much  uneafmefs,  that  they  refolved  to  fend, 
ambaffadors  to  the  duke  of  Lancafter  to  learn  his 
intentions.  The  lord  Boucicaut,  marfhal  of  France, 
ftr  John  de  Chateaumorant  and  fir  John  Barrois 
des  Barres,  were  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and  they 
were  to  have  under  their  command  one  thoufand 
well  appointed  men  at  arms.  They  left  Paris,  and 
continued  their  march  to  Agen,  where  they  quar- 
tered 
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tered.  themfelves  as  well  as  in  the  furroundlng 
country  :  they  then  fent  heralds  and  meflengers 
to  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  in  the  city  of  Bordeaux, 
to  notify  their  wifhes  to  fpeak  with  him. 

*  The  duke  made  the  meflengers  good  cheer, 
heard  what  they  had  to  {.xv,  and  wrote  back  to 
their  lords,  that  fmce  they  were  defirous  to  fpeak 
with  him,  he  was  as  anxious  to  meet  them  ;  and,  in 
order  to  give  them,  lefs  trouble,  would  go  to  Ber- 
gerac,  where  they  would  confer  together.  The 
meflengers,  on  their  return  to  Agen,  gave  their 
lords  the  letter  from  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  which 
iatisfied  them  as  to  their  fafety,  and  they  made 
preparations  accordingly.  As  foon  as  they  heard 
of  the  duke's  arrival  at  Bergerac,  they  left  the  city 
of  Agen,  and  marched  thither,  where  they  found 
the  gates  open  to  receive  them.  The  lords  entered 
the  town,  and  v/ent  to  the  hotels  which  had  been 
prepared  for  them  ;  but  their  men  lodged  them- 
felves in  the  fuburbs  and  adjacent  villages.  The 
three  lords  waited  on  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  who 
kindly  received  them,  as  he  knew  well  how  to  do ; 
and,  in  reply  to  what  they  urged,  he  faid,  ^  diat 
he  wifhed  to  be  always  a  good  neighbour,  and 
on  friendly  terms  with  the  king  and  realm  of 
France,  and  to  adhere  to  every  article  of  the 
truces  that  had  been  lately  made  between  France, 
England  and  their  allies.  He  had  been  very  a6live 
in  forming  thefe  truces,  and  of  courl'e  would  be 
unwilling  any  way  to  infringe  them ;  and  of  this 
they  might  be  perfedly  alTured.' 

'  The 
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*  The  anfwer  of  the  duke  v/as  highly  gratifying 
to  the  French,  lords,  who  remained  with  him  on 
the  moil  friendly  terms.  He  entertained  them 
grandly  at  dinner  and  fupper  in  the  caille  of  Ber- 
gerac,  after  which  they  feparated  in  a  very  ami- 
cable manner.  The  duke  returned  to  Bordeaux, 
and  the  French  lords  towards  Paris  ;  but  in  their 
way  they  met  the  duke  of  Berry  in  Poitiers, 
to  whom  they  related  all  they  had  done,  and  the 
duke  of  Lancafter's  anfwer.  The  duke  of  Berry 
thought  it  fatisfaftory  and  reafonable,  as  did  the  king 
of  France  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  when- the 
three  lords  reported  it  to  them,  on  their  arrival  at 
Paris.  Things  remained  on  this  alTurance  quiet. 
What  after  happened  I  have  told  you,'  added  fir 
John  de  Graillyi  *  for  the  duke  of  Lancafter  fent 
hither  fome  of  the  principal  of  his  council,  fuch 
as  fir  William  de  la  Perriere,  fir  Peter  Cliqueton, 
and  two  do(5lors  of  laws,  mafter  John  Huche  and 
mafter  John  Richards  de  Linceflre,  to  plead  his 
eaufe  before  the  king,  his  uncles  and  council  *. 
It  is  for  this  reafon  the  king  is  now  going  to  Eitham ; 
for  as  Thurfday  next  is  Magdalen-day,  the  par- 
liament will  meet  there.  What  decifion  they  will 
come  to,  I  cannot  fay,  but  this  I  know,  that  the 
duke  of  Glocefter  will  be  prefent,  and  be  violent 
in  his  fupport  of  the  duke  of  Lancafter's  claims ; 
for  I  have  heard,  from  fome  of  the  Englifh  who 


*  Hollingfhead  calls  them  fir  William  Perreer, — fir  Peter 
Clifton, — mafter  John  Huich,— and  mafter  John  Richards,  a 
canon  of  Leicelter. 

ought 
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ought  to  know,  that  he  would  cheerfully  fee  his 
brother  firmly  eftablifhed  in  Guyenne,  and  never 
to  return  to  England,  for  he  finds  him  his  fuperior, 
and  for  this  reafon  is  defirous  he  fhould  gain  the 
duchy  o£  Aquitaine.  The  duke  of  Gloceftet 
has  a  good  head,  but  is  proud,  and  wonderfully 
overbearing  in  his  manners.  Let  him  fay  or  ad 
as  he  pleafes,  he  is  always  popular  with  the  com- 
monalty, for  they  are  mutually  attached  to  each 
other.  He  was  the  caufe  of  the  execution  of  that 
valiant  knight  fir  Simon  Burley.  He  it  Was, 
likewife,  who  caufed  the  banifhment  of  the  duke  of 
Ireland,  the  archbifhop  of  York  and  other  knights 
of  the  king's  council,  who  were  either  put  to 
death  on  very  flight  grounds,  of  forced  into 
foreign  countries,  during  the  time  the  duke  of 
Lancafler,  who  is  is  more  feared  than  loved  in 
this  country,  was  in  Caflille. 

*  Let  us  for  the  prefent,'  faid  fir  John  de  Grailly, 
*  quit  this  matter,  and  fpeak  of  the  fecond  objed: 
that  occupies  the  council.  It  feems  to  me,  from 
what  I  have  feen  and  heard,  that  the  king  of  ^Eng- 
land wiflies  to  marry  again,  and  has  had  refearches 
made  every  where,  but  in  vain,  for  a  fuitable  lady. 
If  the  duke  of  Burgundy  or  count  of  Hainault  had 
daughters  of  a  proper  age,  he  would  not  be  averfe 
to  either ;  but  they  have  none  that  are  not  already 
betrothed.  He  has  been  told  that  the  kinsc  of 
Navarre  has  fifters  and  daughters,  but  he  will  not 
hear  of  them.  The  duke  of  Glocefter  has  likewife 
a  grown  up  girl  and  marriageable,  and  he  would  be 
well  pleafed    if  his  nephew  would   choofe   her ;. 

but 
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but  the  king  fays,  flie  is  too  nearly  related,  being 
his  courin-german.  King  Richard's  thoughts  are 
fo  bent  on  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the  king  of 
France,  he  will  not  hear  of  any  other  :  it  caufes 
great  wonder  in  this  country  that  he  fhould  be  fo 
eager  to  marry  the  daughter  of  his  adverfary,  and 
he  is  not  the  better  beloved  for  it.  This  he  feems 
indifferent  to,  and  plainly  lliews  that  henceforward 
he  will  prefer  war  with  any  country  rather  than 
with  France.  It  is  known  from  experience  how 
anxious  he  was  that  a  liable  peace  fhould  be 
ellablifhed  between  the  two  countries;  for  he 
faid  the  wars  had  lafted  too  long  between  him  and 
his  predeceffbrs  with  France,  and  that  too  many 
valiant  men  had  been  flain  on  both  fides,  to  the  great 
v/eakeningof  the  defenders  of  the  Chriftian  faith. 

'  To  put  this  idea  out  of  the  king's  mind,  for 
it  is  no  way  agreeable  to  the  people  of  England 
that  he  fhould  connect  himfelf  by  marriage  with 
France,  they  have  told  him  the  lady  was  by  far 
too  young,  and  that  for  five  or  fix  years  to  come 
flie  would  not  be  of  a  proper  age  for  a  wife. 
He  replied  by  faying,  that  every  day  fhe  would  in- 
creafc  in  age.  In  addition  to  this,  he  gave  plea- 
fandy  his  reafons  for  his  preferring  her,  that  fince 
flie  was  fo  young,  he  fhould  educate  her,  and 
bring  her  up  to  his  own  mind,  and  to  the  manners 
of  the  Englifh,  and  that  for  himfelf  he  was  young 
enough  to  wait  until  flie  fhould  be  of  a  proper 
age  for  his  wife.  Nothing  can  make  him  change 
this  refolution,  and  before  you  leave  this  country, 
you  may  perhaps   witnefs   many  ftrange   things. 

It 
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It  Is  for  this  and  the  other  bufinefs  I  mentioned 
that  he  is  journeying  towards  London.' 

With  fuch  converfation  did  fir  John  de  Grailly 
entertain  me  while  travelling  between  Rochefter 
and  Dartford.  He  was  the  baflard-fon  of  that 
gallant  knight  the  captal  de  Buch.  I  eagerly 
liftened  to  all  he  faid,  and  treafured  his  words  in 
my  memory  j  for  I  rode  chiefly  in  his  company, 
and  with  fir  William  de  Lifle,  the  whole  way  from 
Leeds  caftle  to  Eltham. 

The  king  arrived  at  Eltham  on  a  Tuefday. 
On  the  Wednefday,  the  lords  came  from  all  parts. 
There  were  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  the  earls  of 
Derby,  i^rundel,  Northumberland,  Kent,  Rudand, 
the  earl  marfhal,  the  archbifhops  of  Canterbury 
and  of  York,  the  biihops  of  'London  and  of 
Winchefler  :  in  fhort,  all  who  had  been  fummoned 
arrived  at  Eltham  on  the  Thurfday,  by  eight 
o*clock  in  the  morning. 

The  parliament  was  holden  in  the  king's  apart- 
ment, in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  his  uncles 
and  council.  The  knights  from  Gafcony  and  the 
deputies  from  the  cities  and  towns,  as  well  as 
thofe  fent  by  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  were 
prefent. 

I  cannot  fay  what  palled  at  this  parliament,  for 
I  was  not  admitted,  nor  were  any  but  the  members 
of  it.  It  fat  for  upwards  of  four  hours.  When 
it  was  over,  I  renewed  my  acquaintance  after 
dinner  with  an  ancient  knight  whom  in  my  youth 
I  well  knew,  when  he  was  of  the  chamber  of 
king  Edward.     He  v/as  now  one  of  the  principal 

advifers 


advlfers  of  king  Richard,  and  deferving  of  it : 
his  name  was  fir  Richard  Seury  *.  He  imme- 
diately recollecfled  me,  though  it  was  twenty-four 
years  fmce  we  had  feen  each  other  ;  the  laft  time 
was  at  CoUeberge  f ,  at  Bruffels,  in  the  hotel  of  duke 
Winceflaus  and  the  duchefs  Jane  of  Brabant. 

Sir  Richard  Sturry  feemed  very  glad  to  fee  me, 
and  made  me  a  hearty  welcome.  He  afked  many 
queftions,  which  I  anfwered  as  fully  and  as  well  as 
I  could.  While  we  were  walking  near  the  king's 
apartment  at  Eltham,  I  inquired  if  he  could  inform 
me  what  had  been  the  determination  of  the  parlia- 
ment :  having  mufed  awhile,  he  faid  he  would  tell 
me,  for  it  was  not  worth  while  to  conceal  what 
muft  ihordy  be  made  public. 

*  You  know,'  continued  the  knight,  '  or  have 
heard,  that  the  duke  of  Lancafter  left  England  for 
Aquitaine,  on  receiving  the  magnificent  gift  the 
king  our  lord  made  him.  The  king  loves  all  who 
pretend  friendlhip  for  him,  but  particularly  the 
duke  of  Lancafter  -,  and  oyt  of  gratitude,  which 
he  ftrongly  feels,  for  the  great  fervices  the  duke 
has  done  the  crown,  as  well  on  this  as  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  fea,  the  king  has  given  him  and  to  his 

*  This  knight  is  called  fir  Richard  Seury, — 3cury, — Sevry, 
but  I  imagine  it  muft  be  fir  Richard  Sturry,  who  was  one  of 
king  Richard's  favourites,  and  has  been  mentioned  during  the 
reign  of  Edward  III. 

f  CoUeberge.  I  do  not  underftand  this  pdlage,  for  the 
town  of  Colberg  is  in  the  duchy  of  Pomcrania.  It  never 
could  have  been  ther^  they  met.  There  is  a  full  ftop  at  the 
end  of  CoUeberge  in  the  printed  and  MS.  copies :  ihe  MS3. 
fay  fourteen  years  inflcad  of  twenty-four. 

heirs 
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heirs  for  ever  the  whole  of  the  duchy  of  Aquitaine, 
with  all  its  dependancies,  excepting  the  homage, 
which  is  the  fole  thing  he  has  referved  for  the  crown 
of  England  in  times  to  come.     This  gift  has  gone 
through   every  legal  form,  with  the  approbation 
and  confent  of  his   other  uncles  and  the  Englilh 
parliament.     The  king  has  fpecially  commanded 
all  his  fubjedls  within  the  boundaries  of  Aquitaine, 
to  obey  punftually  his  well-beloved  uncle  the  duke 
of  Lancafter  as  their  fovereign  lord,  and  to  pay 
him  homage  and  fervice,  in  the  ufual  manner  as 
they  have    done  to  their  lords  in   former   times. 
Should  any  prove  rebellious  to  thefe  orders,  the 
king  gives  the  duke  of  Lancafter  full  powers  to 
punifh  fuch  within   three   days  after  their  difobe- 
dience,  v.ithout  any  expedlation  of  fupport  from 
him. 

*  It  has  happened,  however,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  ftrid  orders  of  the  king,  the  barons, 
knights,  gentlemen,  cities  and  towns  of  Gafcony, 
under  the  obedience  of  England,  have  united  to- 
gether in  oppofition  to  the  duke  of  Lancafter  and 
refufe  to  obey  him,  declaring  and  maintaining 
that  the  gift  the  king  made  his  uncle  of  Lancafter 
is  null  and  void.  The  duke,  who  is  defirous  of 
afting  in  this  bulinefs  by  fair  means,  has  liftened 
to  their  reafonings  on  the  fubjeft,  and  advifed,  to 
prevent  further  mifchief,  that  they  Ihould  fend 
hither  properly-inftru6led  perfons  to  lay  their 
complaints  before  the  king,  and  declare  their  rea- 
fons  for  having  oppofed  his  orders. 

Vol.  XL  L  '  They 
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*  They  have  certainly  tliis  day  very  ably  ex- 
plained the  cairfe  of  refufing  their  obedience  to  the 
duke  of  Lancafter,^  and  have  given  the  king  and 
his  council  enough  to  think  upon.  They  will 
probably  fucceed  in  their  miiTion,  and  I  will  tell 
you  my  reafons  for  fo  thinking  ;  but  you  will  keep 
them  feci-etj  until  the  matter  fhall  become  more 
public/  I  replied,  that  he  might  depend  on  my 
doing  it.  He  then  continued  j  '  I  believe  it  was 
the  official  of  Bordeaux,  who,  far  his  learning 
was  their  fpokefman  :  he  began  by  fhewing  their 
procurations  from  the  different  towns,  that  greater 
faith  might  be  given  to  what  he  fhould  fay.  He 
then  declared,  that  the  cities  of  Bordeaux,  Bay- 
onne,  Dax,  and  all  the  lordfhips  dependant  oa 
them,  or  within  their  liaiits  and  jurifdictions,  are 
of  fuch  noble  condition,  that  no  king  of  England^ 
by  any  a61:  of  his,  can  disjoin  them  from  the  do- 
main of  the  crown  of  England,  nor  alienate  or 
difpofe  of  them  to  any  child,  uncle  or  brother  he 
may  have,  nor  by  any  way  of  marriage-fettlement 
nor  otherwife.-  The  above-named  towns  have 
received,  from  ditferent  kings  of  England,  certain, 
privileges,  which  their  fucceffors  have  fworn  to 
maintain  without  any  infringement j  and  the  mo- 
ment a  king  of  England  comes  into  pofleflion  of 
the  crown  of  England  and  its  dependancies,  he 
fvvears,  on  the  mifial  in  his  hand,  to  preferve  in- 
violate all  their  pri-vileges,  which  you,  dear  fire, 
have  alfo  done,  as  thefe  papers  will  prove.  He 
then  produced  charters,  fairly  engrofled  and  fealed 
with   the   great    feal    of    England,    v/hich   kingv 
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Richard,  \yho  was  then  prefent,  had  given  them, 
and  read  the  whole,  claufe  by  claufe. 

*  The  contents  of  the  charters  were  well  under- 
llood,  for  they  were  in  Latin  and  French ;  and  at 
the  end  he  named  feveral  great  barons  and  prelates, 
to  the  number  of  eleven,  who  had  been  nominated 
as  fureties. 

'  When  the  papers  were  read,  each  lord  looked 
at  his  neighbour  and  to  the  king,  but  not  one  faid 
a  word  in  reply.  The  official,  having  finiflied 
reading  his  deeds,  thus  fpoke,  addreffing  himfelf 
to  the  king :  *  Moft  beloved  and  renowned  fove- 
reign,  and  you,  my  dear  lords,  all  what  you  have 
juft  heard,  am  I  charged  by  the  deputies  of  the 
principal  towns  and  inhabitants  of  Gafcony  to  lay 
before  you,  and  to  maintain  their  dependance 
folely  on  the  crown  of  England,  as  the  charters 
that  have  been  fhewn  plainly  declare.  Should 
the  country  be  inclined  to  receive  the  duke  of 
Lancafter  for  its  lord,  and  be  freed  from  the  fer- 
vice  and  homage  it  owes  you,  the  lofs  would  be 
very  great  to  England  j  for  if,  at  this  moment, 
the  duke  is  attached  to  the  king,  and  attentive  to 
preferve  the  privileges  of  the  crown  of  England, 
that  love  and  affedlion  v/ill,  in  courfe  of  time,  be 
much  weakened  by  his  fucceffive  heirs,  and  by 
intermarriages  that  may  take  place  :  it  is  neceflary 
that  marriages  fhould  be  concluded  between  great 
princes,  for  the  more  effeftually  preferving  the 
love  of  their  fubjeds.  Now  it  may  happen,  in 
times  to  come,  that  the  heirs  of  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter fhall  unite  themfelves  by  marriage  with  the 
L  2  dauo-hters 
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daughters  of  the  kings  of  Franc<?,  the  dukes  of 
Berry,  Brittany,  the  counts  of  Foix  or  of  Armag- 
nac,  the  kings  of  Navarre,  the  dukes  of  Anjou  or 
of  Maine,  and  form  alliances  with  their  connec- 
tions on  the  other  fide  of  the  fea,  claiming  the 
whole  fovereignty  of  Guyenne,  and  ruining  the 
country,  by  putting  it  in  oppofition  to  Eng- 
land. 

^  The  king  of  England  would  probably,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  have  great  difficulty  in  recovering  the 
rights  due  to  the  crown.  Condefcend,  therefore, 
mod  noble  king,  and  you,  my  dear  lords,  to 
confider  well  all  the  reafons  I  have  laid  before 
you ;  for  the  whole  country  is  unanimous  and  de- 
termined to  remain  under  the  obedience  of  our 
much  redoubted  lord  and  king,  and  in  dependance 
on  tlie  crown  of  England.'  The  official  here 
ended  his  fpeech ;  and  the  prelates  and  lords, 
looking  to  each  other,  approached  the  king,  con- 
du<!ited  by  his  two  uncles  and  the  earls  of  Derby 
and  Arundel. 

'  It  was  then  fuggefled  to  thofe  who  had  come 
from  Aquitaine,  to.  leave  the  chamber  until  called 
for,  which  they  did,  with  the  two  knights  who  had 
been  fent  by  the  duke  of  Lancaftcr.  This  being 
done,  the  king  demanded  from  the  prelates  and 
barons  what  anfwer  fliould  be  made.  The  prelates 
referred  the  anfwer  to  the  two  uncles  of  the  king, 
becaufe  the  matter  more  nearly  affedled  them. 
Atfirftj  they  excufed  themfelves,  faying,  it  was  a 
public  concern,  and  ffiould  be  deliberated  on  in  com- 
mon, and  not  treated  as  any  matter  of  favour.     The 
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bufinefs  thus  remained  for  feme  time ;  but  the  duke 
of  Glocefter  being  defired  to  give  his  opinion,  he 
faid,  it  would  be  a  ftrong  meafure  to  take  from  the 
king  a  gift  that  he  had  made  with  the  unanimous 
confent  of  his  council,  and  that  had  been  invefted 
with  every  legal  form,  becaufe  his  fubjefls  were 
rebellious  -,  that  the  king  was  not  lord  of  his  inhe- 
ritance if  he  could  not  difpofe  of  it  as  he  pleafed. 
Some  commented  on  this  fpeech,  while  others  had 
the  courage  to  fay  the  anfwer  was  not  reafonable, 
though  they  dared  not  contradid  it ;  for  the  duke 
cf  Glocefter  was  much  feared. 

'  The  earl  of  Derby,  fon  of  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,  added,  '  Good  uncle,  you  have  well  fpoken, 
and  juftly  explained  the  matter,  and  I  fupport 
what  you  have  faid.'  The  council  on  this  began 
to  feparate,*  and  to  murmur  one  to  another  3  but 
they  did  not  call  In  the  envoys  from  Guyenne,  nor 
thofe  from  the  duke  of  Lancafter.* 

Here  the  old  knight  ended  the  converfation ; 
but  I  learnt  from  him  afterwards,  that  when  the 
king  heard  this,  he  diflembled  his  opinion,  with 
the  intention  of  again  fummoning  his  council  after 
dinner,  to  know  if  any  meafures,  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  crown,  fliould  be  adopted,  or 
if  any  thing  further  Ihould  be  done  in  refpe6l  to 
Aquitaine. 

The  king  made  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury 
fpeak  on  the  bufmefs  of  his  marriage,  as  he  had 
ordered  him  in  the  morning,  and  who  Ihould  be 
fent  to  France,  for  he  was  very  earneft  that  this 
matter  fliould  be  accompliflied.  it  had  before 
L  3  been 


150 

been  in  debate,  and  was  nearly  agreed  to,    and 
thofe  were  named    who  were    to  crofs    the   fea, 
although  their  inftrudions  had  not  been  given  to 
them.     In  this  council  it  was   ordered,  that  the 
archbilhop  of  Dublin,    the   earl  of  Rutland,  the 
earl    marfhal,      the    lord    Beaumont,    fir   Hugh 
Spencer,    fir   Lewis  Clifford,    to   the  number  of 
twenty  knights  and  forty  fquires  of  honour,  fiiould 
wait  on  the  king  of  France  and  propofc  a  treaty  of 
marriage  between  the  king  of  England  and  the  lady 
Ifabella,  his  daughter,  who  might  then  be  about 
eight  years  old.     She   had  been  betrothed  before 
to  the  duke  of  Brittany's   fon,  as  you  have  feen 
when  the  meeting  took  place,  and  peace  was  made 
between  the  king  of  France  and  the  duke  of  Brit- 
tany, at  Tours.     To  break  this  would  be  difficult, 
for  the  king  of  France  and  his  uncles  had  put  their 
feals  to  the  treaty. 

Notwithftanding  this  obftacle,  the  Englifh  am- 
bafladors,  having  received  their  infl:ru6lions,  left 
London,  and,  crofllng  the  fea  at  Dover,  arrived 
in  two  or  three  days  at  Calais.  They  ilaid  there 
five  days  to  refrefh  them.felves  and  their  horfes, 
and  then  departed,  taking  the  road  to  AmienSj 
having  fent  before  the  Irilli  herald  March,  who 
had  brought  them  pafiTports  from  the  king  of 
France  on  his  return  to  Calais.  The  lord  de 
Monchourel  "^  was  alfo  fent  as  a  guide,  and  to 
have  all  cities  and  towns  opened  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  provide  for  what  they  might  want.     We  will 

*  Monchourel.    In  the  MSS.  Mont-caurel. 
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ieave  them  for  a  little,  and  return  to  the  matrers 
we  were  before  fpeaking  of. 

As  I  have  mentioned^  the   deputies  from  Gaf- 
cony  and  from  the   chief  towns  in  Aquitaine  were 
earneft  in  their  folicitations  to  the  king  and  council 
that  they  might  remain  attached  to  the  crown  of 
England,    according  to  their   ancient   rights   and 
privileges,    which  it  had   been   repeatedly   fwom 
ffiould  be  obferved,  in  fpite  of  every  caufe,  ob- 
flacle  or  condition  to  the  contrary.     Three  parts 
of  the  council,  and   the  unanimous    voice   of  the 
people  of  England,  were  on  tlieir  fide  -,  but  Thomas 
■  of  Woodftock,  duke  of  Glocefter,  youngeft  fon 
to  the   late  king   Edv/ard,    oppofcd     them,    and 
plainly  fhewed  he  v/ifhed  his  brother  of  Lancafter 
to  be  detained  in  Aquitaine,  for  he  fek  he  was  too 
powerful  when  in  England,  and  too  nearly  allied 
to  the  king.     As  for  his  brother  of  .York,  he  held 
him  cheap,  for  he  interfered  iitile  in  public  arfairs, 
and  was  without  malice  or  guile,  wil'hing  only  to 
live  in  quiet :  he  had  belide  jufc  married  a  young 
and  beautiful  wife,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Kent, 
with  Vv'hom  he  fpen^  moil  of  his  time   which  was 
not  occupied  wirh  other  amuremenis. 

The  duke  of  Glocefter  was  cunning  and  mali- 
cious, and  continually  foHciting  favours  from  his 
nephew  king  Richard^  pleading  poverty,  though 
he  abounded  in  wealth  5  for  he  v/as  ccnilabie  of 
England,  duke  of  Glocefter,  earl  of  Kuckingham, 
EfTex  and  Northampton.  He  had  befide  penf  ons 
on  the  king's  exchequer,  to  the  amount  of  four 
thoufand  nobles  a-year ;  and  he  wouii  n'Jt  exert 
L  4  himfclf 
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himfelf  in  any  way  to  ferve  his  king  or  Gountry,  if 
he  were  not  well  paid  for  it.  He  was  violently 
adverfe  to  thofe  of  Aquitaine  in  this  bufinefs,  and 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  that  the  duke  of 
Lancafter  might  not  return  to  England,  for  then 
he  would  have  every  thing  his  own  way. 

To  fhew  that  he  governed  the  king  and  was  the 
grf  atefl  in  the  council,  as  foon  as  he  had  delivered 
his  opinion  and  faw  that  many  were  murmuring  at 
it,  and  that  the  prelates  and  lords  were  difcuffing  it 
in  fmall  parties,  he  quitted  the  king's  chamber 
followed  by  the  earl  of  Derby,  and  entered  the 
hall  at  Eltham,  where  he  ordered  a  table  to  be 
fpread,  and  they  both  fat  dov/n  to  dinner  while  the 
others  were  debating  the  bufmefs.  When  the  duke 
of  York  heard  they  were  at  dinner,  he  joined 
them.  After  their  dinner,  which  took  no  long 
time,  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  dilTembling  his 
thoughts,  took  leave  of  the  king  as  he  was  feated 
at  table,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  returned  to 
London.  The  earl  of  Derby  remained  that  and 
the  enfuing  day  with  the  king  and  tlie  lords,  but 
thofe  from  Aquitaine  could  not  procure  any  anfwer 
to  their  petitions. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

FROrSSART  PRESENTS  HIS  BOOK  OF  LOVE  POEMS 
TO  KING  RICHARD  OF  ENGLAND. HE  RE- 
LATES WHAT  HE  HAD  HEARD  OF  THE  LAST 
EXPEDITION  OF  THE  ENGLISH   TO  IRELAND, 

T  HAVE  taken  much  pleafure  in  detailing  every 
-^  thing  relative  to  the  difpute  with  Gafcony  and 
Aquitaine,  that  the  truth  of  my  hiflory  may  be 
apparent ;  and  becaufe  I,  the  author  of  it,  could 
not  be  prefent  in  thefe  councils,  that  ancient  and 
valiant  knight  fir  Richard  Sturry  told  me  every 
thing,  word  for  word,  as  I  have  tranfcribed.  On 
the  Sunday,  the  whole  council  were  gone  to  Lon- 
don, excepting  the  duke  of  York,  who  remained 
with  the  king,  and  fir  Richard  Sturry :  thefe  two, 
in  conjunftion  with  fir  Thomas  Percy,  mentioned 
me  again  to  the  king,  who  defired  to  fee  the  book 
I  had  brought  for  him.  I  prefented  it  to  him  in 
his  chamber,  for  I  had  it  with  me,  and  laid  it  on 
his  bed.  He  opened  and  looked  into  it  with  much 
pleafure.  He  ought  to  have  been  plcafed,  for  it 
was  handfomely  written  and  illuminated,  and  bound 
in  crimfon- velvet,  with  ten  filver  gilt  ftuds,  and 
rofes  of  the  fame  in  the  middle,  with  two  large 
clafps  of  filver  gilt,  richly  worked  with  rofes  in  the 
center. 

The  king  af^ed  me  what  the  book  treated  of:  I 
replied,  '  Of  love  1 '  He  was  pleafed  with  the  an- 
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fwer,  and  dipped  into  feveral  places,  reading  parts 
aloud,  for  he  read  and  fpoke  French  perfedly 
well,  and  then  gave  it  to  one  of  his  knights,  called 
fir  Richard  Credon,  to  carry  to  his  oratory,  and 
made  me  many  acknowledgments  for  it. 

It  happened  this  fame  Sunday,  after  the  king 
had  received  my  book  fo  handfomely,  an  Englifli 
fquire,  being  in  the  king's  chamber,  called  Henry 
Caftide  *,  a  man  of  prudence  and  character,  and 
who  fpoke  French  well,  made  acquaintance  with 
me,  becaufe  he  faw  the  king  and  lords  give  me  fo 
hearty  a  reception,  and  had  like  wife  noticed  the 
book  I  had  prefented  to  the  king :  he  alfo  ima- 
gined, from  his  firil  converfation,  that  I  was  an 
hiflorian ;  indeed,  he  had  been  told  fo  by  fir 
Richard  Sturry.  He  thus  addreffed  me  :  *  Sir 
John,  have  you  as  yet  found  any  one  to  give  you 
an  account  of  the  late  expedition  to  Ireland,  and 
how  four  kings  of  that  country  fubmitted  them- 
felves  to  the  obedience  of  the  king  ?*'  I  replied, 
that  I  had  not.  *  I  will  tell  it  you  then,'  faid  the 
fquire,  who  might  be  about  fifty  years  old,  *  in 
order  that,  when  you  are  returned  home,  you  may 
at  your  leifure  infert  it  in  your  hiftory,  to  be  had 
in  perpetual  rem.embrance.'  I  was  delighted  to 
hear  this,  and  offered  him  my  warmefl  thanks. 

Henry  Caflide  thus  began  :  *  It  is  not  in  the  me^- 
mory  of  man  that  any  king  of  England  ever  led 
fo  large  an  armament  of  men  at  arms  and  archers 

*  Caftide.  The  MSS.  Crifteed.  Stowe,  Hcniy  Crillall 
Sauvage  afterwards  calls  him  Criftelle: 
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to  make  war  on  the  Irifh,  as  the  prefent  king. 
He  remained  upwards  of  nine  months  in  Ire- 
land, at  great  expenfe,  which,  however,  was 
cheerfully  defrayed  by  his  kingdom;  for  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  of  England  thought 
it  was  well  laid  out,  when  they  faw  their  king 
return  home  with  honour.  Only  gentlemen  and 
archers  had  been  employed  on  this  expedition ; 
and  there  were  with  the  king  four  thoufand  knights 
and  fquires  and  thirty  thoufand  archers,  all  regu- 
larly paid  every  week,  and  fo  well  they  were  fa- 
tisfied. 

'  To  tell  you  the  truth,  Ireland  is  one  of  the 
worfh  countries  to  make  war  in,  or  to  conquer ; 
for  there  are  fuch  impenetrable  and  extenfive  fo- 
refts,  lakes  and  bogs,  there  is  no  knowing  how  to 
pafs  them,  and  carry  on  war  advantageoufly :  it  is 
fo  thinly  inhabited,  that,  whenever  the  Iriili  pleafe, 
they  defert  the  towns,  and  take  refuge  in  thefe  fo- 
refts,  and  live  in  huts  made  of  boughs,  like   wild 
beaftsj  and  whenever  they  perceive   any   parties 
advancing  with  hoftile  difpofitions,  and  about  to 
enter  their  country,  they  fly  to  fuch  narrow  pafles, 
it  is  impofTible  to  follow  them.     When  they  find  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  attack  their  enemies  to 
advantage,  which  frequently  happens,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  country,  they  fail  not  to  feize  it ; 
and  no  man  at  arms,  be  he  ever  fo  well  mounted, 
can  overtake  them,  fo  light  are  they  on  foot.  Some- 
times they  leap  from  the  ground  behind  a  horfe- 
manj  and  embrace  the  rider  (for  they  are  very 
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firong  in  their  arms)  fo  tightly,  that  he  can  no 
way  get  rid  of  them. 

'  The  Irifh  have  pointed  knives,  with  broad 
blades,  fharp  on  both  fides  like  a  dart-head,  with 
which  they  kill  their  enemies ;  but  they  never 
confider  them  as  dead  until  they  have  cut  their 
throats  like  fheep,  opened  their  bellies  and  taken  out 
their  hearts,  which  they  carry  off  with  them,  and 
fome  fay,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  their  man- 
ners, that  they  devour  them  as  delicious  morfels. 
They  never  accept  of  ranfom  for  their  prifoners  i 
and  when  they  find  they  have  not  the  advantage  in 
any  fkirmifhes,  they  inftantly  feparate,  and  hide 
themfelves  in  hedges,  bulhes,  or  holes  under 
ground,  fo  that  they  feem  to  difappear,  no  one 
knows  whither. 

*  Sir  William  Windfor,  who  has  longer  made 
war  in  Ireland  than  any  other  Englifh  knight,  has 
never  been  able,  during  his  refidence  among  them, 
to  learn  corre6lly  their  manners,  nor  the  condition, 
of  the  IriHi  people.  They  are  a  very  hardy  race, 
of  great  fubtlcty,  and  of  various  tempers,  paying 
no  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  nor  to  any  gentleman, 
although  their  country  is  governed  by  kings,  of 
whom  there  are  feveral,  but  feem  defirous  to  re- 
main in  the  favage  ftate  they  have  been  brought 
up  in. 

'  True  it  is,  that  four  of  the  mod  potent  kings 
in  Ireland  have  fubmitted  to  the  king  of  England, 
but  more  through  love  and  good  humour,  than  by 
battle  or    force.     The   earl   of    Ormond,  whofe 
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lands  join  their  kingdoms,  took  great  pains  to  in- 
duce them  to  go  to  Dublin,  where  the  king  our 
lord  refided,  and  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  him  and 
to  the  crown  of  England. 

'  This  was  confidered  by  every  one  as  a  great 
acquifition,  and  the  objeft  of  the  armament  ac- 
complifhed  j  for,  during  the  whole  of  king  Ed- 
ward's reign,  of  happy  memory,  he  had  never 
fuch  fuccefs  as  king  Richard.  The  honour  is 
great,  but  the  advantage  little,  for  with  fuch  fa- 
vages  nothing  can  be  done.  I  will  tell  you  an  in- 
fiance  of  their  favagenefs,  that  it  may  ferve  as  an 
example  to  other  nations.  You  may  depend  on  its 
truth ;  for  I  was  an  eye-witnefs  of  what  I  fhall  re- 
late, as  they  were  about  a  month  under  my  care 
and  governance  at  Dublin,  to  teach  them  the  ufages 
of  England,  by  orders  of  the  king  and  council,  be- 
caufe  I  knew  their  language  as  well  as  I  did  French 
and  Englifti,  for  in  my  youth  I  was  educated  among 
them  i  and  earl  Thomas,  father  of  the  prefent  earl 
of  Ormond,  kept  me  with  him,  out  of  affection, 
for  my  good  horfemanlliip. 

'  It  happened  that  the  earl  above  mentioned  was 
fent  v/ith  three  hundred  lances  and  one  thoufand 
archers  to  make  war  on  the  Irifli ;  for  the  Englilh. 
had  kept  up  a  confbant  warfare  againft  them,  in 
hopes  of  bringing  them  under  their  fubjedion. 
The  earl  of  Ormond,  whole  lands  bordered  on 
his  opponents,  had  that  day  mounted  rae  on  one 
of  his  beft  horfes,  and  I  rode  by  hi^  fide.  The 
Irifh  having  formed  an  ambufcade  to  furprife  the 
Engliili,  advanced  from  it ;  but  were  fo  Iharply 
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attacked  by  the  archers,  whofe  arrows  they  could 
not  withftand,  for  they  are  not  armed  againll  them, 
that  they  foon  retreated.  The  earl  piirlued  them, 
and  I,  who  was  well  mounted,  kept  clofe  by  him  : 
it  chanced  that  in  this  purfuit  my  horfe  took  fright, 
and  ran  away  with  me,  in  fpite  of  all  my  efiorts, 
into  the  midft  of  the  enemy.  My  friends  could 
never  overtake  me ;  and,  iri  paffing  through  the 
Irifh,  one  of  them,  by  a  great  feat  of  agility, 
leaped  on  the  back  of  my  horfe,  and  held  me 
tight  with  both  his  arms,  but  did  me  no  harm 
with  lance  or  knife.  He  preffed  my  horfe  for- 
ward for  more  than  two  hours,  and  condu(5led  him 
to  a  large  bufh,  in  a  very  retired  fpot,  where  he 
found  his  companions  who  had  run  thither  to  efcape 
the  Englifh. 

'  He  feemed  .much  rejoiced  to  have  made  me 
his  prifoner,  and  carried  me  to  his  houfe,  which 
was  ftrong,  and  in  a  town  furrounded  with  wood, 
palifades  and  ftagnant  water :  the  name  of  this 
town  was  Herpeiin*.  The  gentlemen  who  had 
taken  me  was'  called  Brin  Cofleret  f,  a  very  hand- 
fome  man.  1  have  frequently  made  inquiries  after 
him,  and  hear  that  he  is  ftill  alive,  but  very  old. 
This  Bryan  Coiteret  kept  me  with  him  {even  years, 
and  gave  me  his  daughter  in  marriage,  by  whom  I 
have  two  girls.  I  will  tell  you  how  I  obtained  my 
liberty.  It  happened  In  the  feventh  year  of  my 
capuvity,  that  one  of  their  kings,  Arthur  Mac- 

*   Herpeiin.     in  MSS.  Herpclepin. 
t  Brin  Coftcret.     Q^  Bryan  Cofteret. 
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quemaire,  king  of  Leinfter,  raiftd  an  army  agalnft 
Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  fon  to  king  Edward  of 
England,  and  both  armies  met  very  near  the  city 
of  Leinfter.  In  the  battle  that  followed,  many 
were  flain  and  taken  on  both  fides ;  but,  the  Eng- 
lifh  gaining  the  day,  the  Iridi  were  forced  to  fly,, 
and  the  king  of  Lcinfler  efcaped.  The  father  of 
my  wife  was  made  prifoner,  under  the  banner  of 
the  duke  of  Clarence  -,  and  as  Bryan  Cofleret  was 
mounted  on  my  horfe,  which  was  remembered  to 
have  belonged  to  the  carl  of  Ormond,  it  was  then 
firfl  known  that  I  was  alive,  that  he  had  honour- 
ably entertained  me  at  his  houfe  in  Herpelin,  and 
given  me  his  daughter  in  marriage. 

*  The  duke  of  Clarence,  fir  William  Windfor, 
and  all  of  our  party,  were  well  pleafed  to  hear  this 
nev;s,  and  he  was  offered  his  liberty,  on  condition 
that  he  gave  me  mine,  and  fent  me  to  the  Engiilh 
army,  with  my  wife  and  children.  He  at  firfl  re- 
fufed  the  terms,  from  his  love  to  me,  his  daughter 
and  our  children  -,  but,  when  he  found  no  other 
terms  would  be  accepted,  he  agreed  to  them,  pro- 
vided my  eldeft  daughter  remained  with  him.  I 
returned  to  England  with  my  wife  and  youngcfl 
daughter,  and  fixed  my  refidence  at  Briflol.  My 
two  children  are  married:  the  one  eflabliflied  in 
Ireland  has  three  boys  and  two  girls,  and  her  fifler 
four  fons  and  two  daughters. 

'  Becaufe  the  Irifli  language  is  as  familiar  to 
me  as  Englifh,  for  I  have  always  fpoken  it  in  my 
family,  and  introduce  it  among  my  grandchildren 
as  much  as  I  can^  I  have  been  chofen  by  our  lord 

and 
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and  king  to  teach  and  accuftom  the  four  Irlfh  kings, 
who  have  fworn  obedience  for  ever  to  England,  to 
the  manners  of  the  Englifh.  I  muft  fay,  that  thefc 
kings  who  were  under  my  management  were  of 
coarfe  m.anners  and  iinderflandings ;  and,  in  fpite 
of  all  that  I  could  do  to  foften  their  language 
and  nature,  very  little  progrefs  has  been  made,  for 
they  would  frequently  return  to  their  former  coarfe 
behaviour. 

*  I  will  more  particularly  relate  the  charge  that 
was  given  me  over  them,  and  how  I  managed  it. 
The  king  of  England  intended  thefe  four  kings 
ihould  adopt  the  manners,  appearance  and  drefs  of 
the  Englifh,  for  he  wanted  to  create  them  knights. 
He  gave  them  firfl  a  very  handfome  houfe  in  the  city 
of  Dublin  for  themfelves  and  attendants,  where  I  was 
ordered  to  refide  with  them,  and  never  to  leave  the 
houfe  witho-ut  an  abfolute  neceifity.  I  lived  with 
them  for  three  or  four  days  without  any  way  inter- 
fering, that  we  might  become  accuftomed  to  each 
other,  and  I  allowed  them  to  aft  juft  as  they 
pleafed.  I  obferved,  that  as  they  fat  at  table,  they 
made  grimaces,  that  did  not  feem  to  me  graceful 
nor  becoming,  and  I  refolved  in  my  own  mind  to 
make  them  drop  that  cuftom. 

'  When  thefe  kings  were  feated  at  table,  and 
the  firft  diih  was  ferved,  they  would  make  their 
minftrels  and  principal  fervants  fit  befide  them, 
and  eat  from  their  plates  and  drink  from  their 
cups.  They  told  me,  this  v/as  a  praife worthy 
cuftom  of  their  country,  where  every  thing  was 
in  common  but  the  bed.     I   permitted  this  to  be 
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done  for  three  days ;  but  on  the  fourth  I  ordered 
the  tables  to  be  laid  out  and  covered  properly, 
placing  the  four  kings  at  an  upper  table,  the  min- 
ilreh  at  another  below,  and  ihe  fervants  lower 
flill.  They  looked  at  each  other,  and  refufed  to 
eat,  faying  I  had  deprived  them  of  their  old  cuftora 
in  which  they  had  been  brought  up. 

'  I  replied  with  a  fmile,  to  appeafe  them,  that 
their  cuflom  was  not  decent  nor  fuitable  to  their 
rank,  nor  would  it  be  honourable  for  them  to  con- 
tinue it ;  for  that  now  they  iliould  conform  to  the 
manners  of  the  Englifli  -,  and  to  inftruft  them  in 
thefe  particulars  was  the  motive  of  my  refidence 
with  them,  having  been  fo  ordered  by  the  king  of 
England  and  his  council.  When  they  heard  this, 
they  made  no  further  oppolition  to  whatever  I  pro- 
pofed,  from  having  placed  themfelves  under  the 
obedience  of  England,  and  condnued  good  hu- 
mouredly  to  perfevere  in  it  as  long  as  I  ftaid  with 
them, 

*  They  had  another  cuftom  I  knew  to  be  common 
in  the  country,  which  was  the  not  wearing  breeches. 
I  had,  in  confequence,  plenty  of  breeches  made  of 
linen  and  cloth,  which  I  gave  to  the;  kings  and 
their  attendants,  and  accuftomed  them  to  wear 
them.  I  took  away  many  rude  articles,  as  well  in 
their  drefs  as  other  things,  and  had  great  difficulty 
at  the  firft  to  induce  them  to  wear  robes  of  filken 
cloth,  trimmed  with  fquirrel-lkin  or  minever,  for 
the  kings  only  wrapped  themfelves  up  in  an  Irifh 
cloak.     In  riding,  they  neither  ufed  faddles  nor 

Vol.  XL  M  ftirrups^ 


ftirrups,  and  I  had  fome  trouble  to  make  them 
conform  in  this  refped  to  the  Enghfh  manners. 

'  I  once  made  inquiry  concerning  their  faith ; 
but  they  feemed  fo  much  difpleafed,  I  was  forced 
to  filence  :  they  faid,  they  believed  in  God  and  the 
Trinity,  without  any  difl'erence  from  our  creed.  I 
afked  which  pope  they  were  inclined  to :  they  re- 
plied, without  hefitation,  *  To  that  at  Rome.' 

'  I  inquired  if  they  would  like  to  receive  the 
order  of  knighthood  ?  for  the  king  would  wil- 
lingly create  them  fuch,  after  the  ufual  modes  of 
France,  England,  and  other  countries.  They  faid 
they  were  knights  already,  which  ought  to  fatisfy 
them.  I  afked  when  they  were  made :  they  an- 
fwercd,  at  feven  years  old ;  that  in  Ireland  a  king 
makes  his  fon  a  knight,  and  lliould  the  child  have 
Joft  his  father,  then  the  nearell  relation  j  and  the 
young  knight  begins  to  learn  to  tilt  v/ith  a  light 
lance  againft  a  Ihield  fixed  to  a  pofl  in  a  field,  and 
the  more  lances  he  breaks  the  more  honour  he 
acquires.  '^  By  this  method,'  added  they,  '  are 
our  young  knights  trained,  more  efpecially  king's 
fons.' 

^  Although  I  afked  this,  I  was  before  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  manner  of  educating  their  chil- 
dren to  arms.  I  made  no  further  reply  than  by 
faying,  this  kind  of  childidi  knighthood  would  not 
fatisfy  the  king  of  England,  and  that  he  would 
create  them  in  another  mode.  They  allied,  '  In 
what  manner  ?'  *^  In  church,  with  moll  folemn  cere- 
monies /  and  I  believe  they  paid  attention  to  what 

I  faid. 
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^  About  two  days  after,  the  king  was  dcfirous 

to  create  thefe  kings  knights  -,  and  the  earl  of  Or- 

mond,  who  underftood  and  fpoke  Irifh  well,  as  his 

lands  join  the  territories  of  the  kings,  was  fent  to 

wait  on  them,  that  they  might  have  more  confidence 

in  the  melTage  from  the  king  and  council.     On  his 

arrival,  they  fhewed  him  every  refpecft,  which  he 

returned,  as   he  knew  well  how  to  do,   and  they 

feemed  happy  at  his  coming.     He  began  a  moft 

friendly  converfation  with  them,   and  inquired  if 

they  were  fatisfied  with  my  condudl  and  behaviour. 

They  replied,  '  Perfeftly  well :  he  has  prudently 

and  wifely  taught  us  the  manners  and  ufages  of  his 

country,  for  which  we  ought  to  be  obliged,  and 

do  thank  him.' 

*  This  anfwer  was  agreeable  to  the  earl  of  Or- 
mond,  for  it  fhewed  fenfe  ;  and  then,  by  degrees, 
he  began  to  talk  of  the  order  of  knighthood  they 
were  to  receive,   explaining  to  them  every  article 
and  ceremony  of  it,  and  how  great  a  value  fhould 
be   fet  on  it,  and  how  thofe   who  were   created 
knights  behaved.     The  whole  of  the  earl's  con- 
verfation was  very  pleafmg    to    the   four  kings, 
whom,  however,  as  I  have  not  yet  named,  I  will 
now  do  :  firft,  Aneel  the  great,  king  of  Mefle  *  ; 
fecondly,  Brun  de  Thomond,  king  of  Thomond 
and   of  Aire  t  J  the  third,  Arthur   Macquemaire, 
king  of  Leinller ;  and  the  fourth  Contruo,  king  of 

•  Aneel  the  great,  king  of  Me<5le.     C^  O'Neale  the  great, 
king  of  Meath, 

f  Thomond  and  Aire.    Q:,Ulfter, 
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Cheveno  and  Erpe  *.     They  were  made  knights 
by  the  hand  of  the  king  of  England,  on  the  feaft 
of  our  Lady  in  March,  which  that  year  fell  on  a 
Thurfday,  in   the  cathedral   of  Dublin,  that  was 
founded  by   Saint  John   the  Baptift.     The  four 
kings  watched  all  the  Wednefday-night  In  the  ca- 
thedral J    and   on   the  morrow,  after   mafs,   they 
were  created  knights,  with  much  Iblemnity.  There 
were  knighted  at  the  fame  time  fir  Thomas  Or- 
phem*,  fir  Joathas  Pado,  and  his  coufm  fir  John 
Pado.     The  four  kings  were  very  richly  drefled, 
fuitable  to  their  rank,  and  that  day  dined  at  the  table 
of  king  Richard,  where  they  were  much  fi:ared  at 
by  the  lords  and  thofe  prefent :  not  indeed  without 
reafon;  for  they  were   fi:range  figures,    and  diffe- 
rently countenanced  to  the  Englifh  or  other  na- 
tions.    We  are  naturally  inclined  to  gaze  at  any 
thing  ftrange,  and  it  was  certainly,  fir  John,  at 
that  time,  a  great  novelty  to  fee  four  Irilh  kings.' 

'  Sir  Henry,  I  readily  believe  you,  and  would 
have  given  a  good  deal  if  I  could  have  been  there. 
Laft  year  I  had  made  arrangements  for  coming  to 
England,  and  Ihould  have  done  fo,  had  I  not  heard 
of  the  death  of  queen  Anne,  which  made  me  poft- 
pone  my  journtiy.  But  I  wlfh  to  afk  you  one  thing, 
which  has  much  furprifed  me  :  I  fliould  like  to  know 
how  thefe  four  Irifh  kings  have  fo  readily  fubmitted 
to  king  Richard,  when  his  vaiiailt  grandfather,  who 

*  Contruo,  king  of  Cheveno  and  Erpe.  Q^  O'Connor, 
king  of  Connaught. 

f  Sir  Thomas  Orphem. — MSS.  Ourghem  and  Gourghem. 
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was  fo  much  redoubted  every  where,  could  never 
reduce  them  to  obedience,  and  was  always  at  war 
with  them.  You  have  faid  it  was  brought  about  by 
a  treaty  and  the  grace  of  God  :  the  grace  of  God  is 
good,  and  of  infinite  value  to  tho'fe  who  can  ob- 
tain it  J  but  we  fee  few  lords  now-a-days  augment 
their  territories  otherwife  than  by  force.  When  I 
fhall  be  returned  to  my  native  country  of  Hainault, 
and  fpeak  of  thefe  matters,  I  Ihall  be  ftridtly  exa- 
mined concerning  them  -,  for  our  lord  duke  Albert 
of  Bavaria,  earl  of  Holland,  Hainault  and  Zea- 
land, and  his  fon  William  of  Hainault,  ftile  them- 
felves  lords  of  Friefland,  an  extenlive  country, 
over  which  they  claim  the  government,  as  their 
prcdeceflbrs  have  done  before  them;  but  the 
Frieflanders  refufe  to  acknowledge  their  right,  and 
will  not  by  any  means  fubmit  thcmfelves  to  their 
obedience.* 

To  this  Henry  Cafllde  anfwered  :  '  In  truth,  fir 
John,  I  cannot  more  fully  explain  how  it  was 
brought  about;  but  it  is  generally  believed  by 
mofl  of  our  party,  that  the  Irilh  were  exceedingly 
frightened  at  the  great  force  the  king  landed  in 
Ireland,  where  it  remained  for  nine  months.  Their 
coafts  were  fo  furrounded,  that  neither  provifion 
nor  merchandife  could  be  landed  j  but  the  inland 
natives  were  indifferent  to  this,  as  they  are  unac- 
quainted with  commerce,  nor  do  they  wifh  to  know 
any  thing  of  it,  but  fimply  to  live  like  wild  beafts. 
Thofe  who  refide  on  the  coafl  oppofite  to  England 
are  better  informed,  and  accufhomed  to  trafiic. 
King  Edward,  of  happy  memory,  had  in  his  reign 
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fo  many  wars  to  provide  for,  in  France,  Brittany, 
Gafcony  and  Scotland,  that  his  forces  were  dif^ 
perfed  in  different  quarters,  and  he  was  unable  to 
fend  any  great  armament  to  Ireland.  When  the 
Irifh  found  fo  large  a  force  was  now  come  againft 
them,  they  confidered  it  moft  advifable  to  fubmit 
themfelves  to  the  king  of  England. 

'  Formerly,  when  Saint  Edward,  who  had  been 
canonifed,  and  was  vyorfhipped  with  much  folem- 
nity  by  the  Englifh,  was  their  king,  he  thrice  de- 
feated the  Danes  on  fea  and  land.  This  Saint  Ed- 
ward, king  of  England,  lord  of  Ireland  and  of  Aqui- 
taine  *,  the  Irilh  loved  and  feared  more  than  any 
other  king  of  England  before  or  fmce.  It  was  for 
this  reafon,  that  when  our  king  went  thither  laft 
year,  he  laid  afide  the  leopards  and  fiower  de  luces, 
and  bore  the  arms  of  Saint  Edward  emblazoned  on 
all  his  banners  :  thefe  v/ere  a  crofs  patence  or,  on  a 
field  gules,  with  four  doves  argent  on  the  fhield  or 
banner,  as  you  pleafe.  This  we  heard  was  very 
pleafing  to  the  Irifh,  and  inclined  them  more  to 
fubmiffion,  for  in  trjtli  the  anceflors  of  thefe  four 
kings  had  done  liomage  and  fervice  to  Saint  Ed- 
ward :  they  alfo  confidered  king  Richard  as  a  pru- 
dent and  confcientious  man,  and  have  therefore 
paid  their  homage  in  the  like  manner  as  was  done 
to  Saint  Edward. 


*  This  mufl  be  a  miRake ;  for  Aquitaine  was  brought  tQ 
the  crown  of  England  by  the  marriage  of  Eleanora,  the  di- 
vorced queen  of  Louis  le  Jeune,  king  of  France,  with  Henry  II. 

*  Thus 
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*  Thus  I  have  related  to  you  how  our  king  ac- 
comphfhed  the  objeft  of  his  expedition  to  Ireland. 
Keep  it  in  your  memory,  that  when  returned  home 
you  may  infert  it  in  your  chronicle,  with  other 
hiflories   th^-t  are   connedled  with  it.'     *  Henry,' 
faid  1,  'you  have  well  fpoken,   and   it   fhall  be 
done.'     Upon  this,  we  feparated  j  and,    meeting 
foon  after  the  herald  March,  I  faid, — '  March,  tell 
me  what  are  the  arms  of  Henry  Caftide  ;  for  I  have 
found  him  very  agreeable,  and  he  has  kindly  related 
to  me  the  hiftory  of  the  king's  expedition  to  Ire- 
land, and  of  the  four  Irifli  kings,  who,   as  he  fays, 
were  under    his    governance  upwards    of  fifteen 
days.'     March   replied,  '  He   bears   for   arms    a 
chevron  gules  on  a  field   argent,  with  three    be- 
fants    gules,    two   above    the  chevron     and    one 
below.' 

All  thefe  things  I  retained  In  my  memory, 
i^nd  put  on  paper,  for  J  wiihed  not  to  forget 
them. 
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CHAP.    XXV, 

the    duke  of   lancaster    is  ordered    back 

from  aqjjitaine. king  richard  receives 

a  friendly  answer  to  the  proposals  his 
ambassadors  had  made  to  the  king  of 
france  for  a  marriage  between  him 
and  the  lady  isabella,  princess  of 
fra'nce. 

J  REMAINED  in  the  houfehold  of  the  king  of 

England  as  long  as  I  pleafed :  but  I  was  not 
always  in  the  fame  place,  for  the  king  frequently 
changed  his  abode.  He  went  to  Ekham,  Leeds- 
caftle,  Kingfton,  Shene,  Chertfey  and  Windfor; 
none  very  far  from  London. 

I  was  told  for  a  truth,  that  the  king  and  his  coun- 
cil had  written  to  the  duke  of  Lancafler  to  return 
to  England,  for  thofe  from  Aquitaine  had  boldly 
declared  they  would  not  fubmit  to  any  other  lord 
but  the  king  of  England.  This  had  been  deter- 
mined on  by  fo  large  a  majority  of  the  council 
that  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  anxious  as  he  was  to 
keep  his  brother  out  of  England,  could  not  pre- 
vail that  the  gift  the  king  had  made  him  fhouid  be 
perfevered  in. 

The  whole  council  were  fearful  of  the  confe- 
quences :  they  were  perfeftly  aware  of  what 
the  deputies  from  Gafcony  had  meant  by  their 
fpeechesj    for    they    declared,    that   fhouid   the 
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duchy  of  Aquitaine  be  alienated  from  the  crown  of 
England,  it  would  in  times  to  come  be  very  pre- 
judicial to  its  interefts.  They  were  unv/illing, 
therefore,  to  rifk  fu'ch  a  lofs,  as  the  towns  of  Bor- 
deaux and  Bayonne  had  always  ftrongly  fupported 
the  caufe  of  England.  This  was  not  forgotten  to 
be  urged  in  the  council  during  the  abfence  of  the 
duke  of  Glocefler;  but  when  he  was  prefent  none 
dared  to  declare  their  real  fendments.  The  affair, 
therefore,  was  not  further  prefTed. 

I  will  now  lay  fomething  of  the  earl  of  Rutland, 
the  earl  marfhal  and  the  other  Englilli  ambaf- 
fadors,  that  had  been  fent  to  France  to  treat  of  a 
marriage  between  king  Richard  and  the  young 
daughter  of  the  king  of  France,  v/ho  was  not  then 
more  than  eight  years  old,  and  tell  hov/  they  prof- 
pered.  Thefe  ambaffadors  continued  their  journey 
from  Calais,  through  Amiens,  Clermont  in  Beau- 
voifis,  to  Paris :  wherever  they  pafied,  they  were 
moft  honourably  received,  according  to  orders 
tl^t  had  been  given  by  the  king  of  France  and 
his  council.  They  were  lodged  at  Paris  near  the 
Croix  liu  Tiroir,  and  their  attendants  and  horfes, 
to  t\\t  amount  of  five  hundred,  in  the  adjacent 
flreets.  The  king  of  France  refided  at  the  Louvre, 
the  queen  and  her  children  at  the  hotel  de  Saint 
Pol,  tiie  duke  of  Berry  at  the  hotel  de  Nele,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  at  the  hotel  d'Artois  :  tl\t  duke 
of  Bourbon,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the  count  de 
Saint  Pol  and  the  lord  de  Coucy  were  at  their  own 
hotels ;  for  the  king  had  fummoned  the  whole  of 
his  council,  that  he  might  be  the  better  advifed 
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what  anfwer  to  make  to  the  Englifh  lords.  He 
had  ordered  that  two  hundred  crowns  of  France 
ihjiould  be  paid  during  their  ftay  in  Paris>  for  the 
cxpenfes  of  them  and  their  horfes. 

The  principal  lords,  fuch  as  the  earl  of  Rutland 
and  the  earl  marfhal;,  were  frequently  with  the 
king,  and  flaid  dinner :  the  king,  his  brother  and 
uncles,  fhewed  them  every  attention,  from  rcfpeft 
to  the  king  of  England.  The  ambafladors  de- 
manded an  anfwer  to  their  propofals,  but  were 
fome  time  put  off  with  excufes  -,  for  it  was  matter 
of  great  furprife  to  every  one  that  the  Englilh 
fliould  be  fo  forward  to  offer  fiich  an  alliance  after 
the  bitter  war  that  had  been  carried  on  between  the 
two  nations,  for  fuch  a  length  of  time.  Some  in 
the  council  faid, — '  How  will  it  be  poffible  for  the 
king,  our  lord,  to  give  his  daughter  in  marriage 
to  his  adverfary  the  king  of  England  ?  We  think, 
that  before  fuch  a  meafure  can  take  place,  there 
ought  to  be  a  folid  peace  eftablilhed  between 
France,  England,  and  their  allies.'  This  and 
many  other  points  were  agitated  in  the  privy 
council  of  France, 

There  was  at  this  period  a  very  wife  chancellor 
of  France,  called  fir  Arnaud  de  Corbie :  he  faw 
far  into  events  likely  to  happen,  and  knew  well 
the  different  interefts  that  fwayed  the  kingdom. 
He  faid  to  the  king  and  his  uncles, — ^  My  lords, 
we  ought  to  go  ftraight  forward  in  this  bufinefsj 
for  king  Richard  of  England  fhews  plainly  that  he 
■wifhes  nothing  but  affeftion  to  France,  fince  he  is 
defirous  to  ally  himfelf  with  us  by  marriage.     Wc 

have 
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have  had  two  conferences  for  peace  at  Amiens  and 
at  Leulinghen,  but  neither  were  brought  to  any 
better  conclufion  than  a  prolongation  of  the  truce. 
We  know  for  certain,  that  the  duke  of  Glocefter  is 
in  oppofition  to  the  king  of  England,  and  his  two 
brothers  of  Lancafler  and  of  York,  in  every  thing 
relative  to  a  peace  with  France.  Neither  the  king 
of  England  nor  any  others  who  wifh  for  peace  can 
make  him  change  his  fentiments,  but  in  the  end  he 
will  not  be  able  to  wichftand  the  king.  Let  us 
therefore  make  the  moll  of  this  overture,  and  give 
the  ambafladors  fuch  an  anfwer  that  they  may  re- 
turn fatisfied.'  The  king  of  France  and  his  un- 
cles agreed  with  the  chancellor,  more  efpecially  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  who  was  fo  tired  of  war  that 
he  was  anxious  for  peace  on  almoll  any  terms. 
He  was  principally  induced  to  this  from  his  terri- 
tories of  Flanders,  which  he  held  in  right  of  his 
duchefs,  being  oppofite  to  the  Ihores  of  England; 
and  the  hearts  of  tiie  Flemings  were  more  inclined 
to  the  EngliHi  than  the  French,  from  the  com- 
merce that  was  carried  on  between  the  two 
countries. 

It  was  determined  in  the  privy  council,  that 
the  hearty  welcome  v/hich  had  been  made  to  the 
Englifh  Ihould  be  continued :  the  king  particu- 
larly willed  it  fo :  and  it  was  advifed  (whether 
through  diffimuiation  or  not)  that  the  ambafladors 
from  England  ihould  receive  kind  anfwers,  and 
have  hopes  given  them  before  their  departure 
that  the  king  of  England's  propofal  would  be 
complied  widi. 

The 
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The  queen  of  France  refided  at  the  hotel  of  St. 
Pol  on  the  banks  of  the  Seme ;  and,  the  better  to 
pleafe  the  Enghfli  lords,  their  requeft  was  granted* 
to  vifit  the  queen  and  children,  and  efpecially  the 
princefs  whom  they  were  foliciting  for  their  queen, 
as  they  were  impatient  to  fee  her.  This  had  been 
at  ftrft  retjjfed,  for  the  council  excufed  themfclves> 
by  faying  that  fhe  was  but  a  child ;  and  that,  at  her 
age  of  eight  years,  nothing  could  be  judged  of  what 
fhe  might  turn  out.  She  had,  hov/ever,  been 
well  educated,  as  Ilie  fhewed  the  Englifh  lords 
when  they  waited  upon  herj  for  when  the  lord 
marQiai  had  dropped  on  his  knees,  faying,  *  Ma- 
dam, if  it  pleafe  God,  you  fhall  be  our  lady  and 
queen,'  Ihe  replied  inftantly,  and  without  any  one 
advifing  her,  '  Sir,  if  it  pleafe  God,  and  my  lord 
and  father,  that  I  be  queen  of  England,  I  Ihali  be 
well  pleafed  thereat ;  for  I  have  been  told  I  Ihall 
then  be  a  great  lady.'  She  made  the  earl  marlhal 
rife,  and,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  led  him  to  the 
queen,  who  was  much  pleafed  at  her  anfwer,  as 
were  all  who  heard  it. 

The  appearance  and  manners  of  this  young 
princefs  were  Ycry  agreeable  to  the  Englifh  ambaf- 
fadors  j  and  they  thought  among  themfelves  that 
fhe  would  be  a  lady  of  high  honour  and  great  worth. 
When  they  had  ftaid  at  Paris  more  than  twenty 
days,  having  all  their  expenfes  defrayed  by  the 
king  of  France,  they  received  favourable  anfwers 
to  their  demands  from  the  king  and  council,  with 
great  hopes  that  the  objeft  of  their  miffion  would 
be  accompliihed,    but  not  immediately  j   for  the 

prin- 


175 

princefs  was  very  young,  and  had  llkewlfe  been 
betrothed  ro  the  Ton  of  the  duke  of  Brittany.  This 
obftacle  they  were  told  muft  be  firfl  got  over,  be- 
fore any  thing  further  could  be  done  in  the  matter : 
it  muft  therefore  remain  in  this  ftate  the  enfuing 
winter:  during  Lent  the  king  of  France  would 
fend  information  of  what  had  been  done  to  the 
king  of  England ;  and,  when  the  days  fl-iouid  be 
lengthened,  the  weather  fine,  and  the  fea  calm, 
they  might  return,  or  any  others  whom  the  king 
of  England  fhould  prefer  to  fend,  and  they  would 
be  well  received  by  the  king  and  council  of 
France. 

This  anfwer  was  fatisfaccory  to  the  Englifh  am- 
balTadors.     They   took  leave   of  the  queen,  her 
daughter  the  lady  Ifabella,  the   brother  and  uncles 
of  the  king,  and  of  all  of  v/hom  it  was   neceffary 
to  take  leave,  and  left  Paris,  following  the  fame 
road   they  had  come  from  Calais.     The  earl  of 
Rutland  and  carl  Marfhal,  who  were  the  princi- 
pals in  this  embafiy,  haftened,  before  any  of  their 
attendants,  to  carry  the    news    of  what  they  had 
done  to   the   king  of  England.     They  landed  at 
Sandwich,  and   in    lefs    than   a   day   and   a   half 
arrii^'ed  at  Windfor,  where  the  king  then  v/as.    He 
was  much  rejoiced  at  their  arrival,  and  with  the  an- 
fwers  they  had  brought  back.     He  did  not  negle6t 
this  bufmefs  j  for  his  mind  was  fo  much  occupied 
with  it,  tliat  his  whole  thoughts  were  employed 
'  on  the  means  of  obtaining  the  daughter  of  France 
for  his  queen.     If  the  king  of  England  was  thus 
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bufily  employed,  the  king  and  council  of  France 
were  not  lefs  fo,  in  turning  their  thoughts  how 
they  could  make  the  moft  of  this  marriage  to  the 
honour  and  advantage  of  their  country. 

Many  fpoke  of  it,  faying,—*  If  our  advice  were 
aflced  on  the  matter,  and  liflened  to,  we  would  fay, 
that  the  king  of  England  fhould  never  have  a 
princefs  of  France  until  a  firm  peace  were  made 
between  the  two  kingdoms  and  their  allies.  What 
good  can  be  looked  to  from  this  connexion 
to  either  country  ?  for  the  moment  the  truces 
expire,  and  they  have  but  three  years  to  run, 
the  war  will  recommence  with  as  much  inve- 
teracy as  before.  Thefe  things  ought  to  be 
well  confidered.'  The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Or- 
learrs,  with  many  of  the  great  barons  of  France, 
were  of  this  opinion,  which  was  well  known  to 
the  king,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  to  the 
chancellor,  who  were  eager  for  any  peace  that 
fhould  not  be  dilhonourable  to  the  crown  of 
France. 
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CHAP.  XXVL 

A  SQUIRE  OF  NORMANDY,  CALLED  ROBERT 
THE  HERMIT,  HAVING  DECLARED  HE  HAD 
SEEN  A  VISION,  WHILE  AT  SEA,  ORDERING 
HIM  TO  INTERFERE  IN  MAKING  A  PEACE 
BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND,  IS  SENT 
TO  KING  RICHARD  AND  HIS  UNCLES  TO 
THIS  EFFECT, 

A  T  this  period,  a  valiant  and  prudent  fquirc 
■^  ^  returned  home  to  France :  he  had  travelled 
much  beyond  Tea,  and  his  voyages  and  travels  had 
gained  him  great  renown,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  wherever  they  were  known.  This  fquirc 
was  from  the  country  of  Caux  in  Normandy,  and 
his  name  was  Robert  Menuot*,  but  he  was  called 
Robert  the  Hermit.  He  was  of  a  religious  and 
holy  life,  of  fair  fpeech,  and  might  be  about  fifty 
years  old.  He  had  attended  the  conferences  at 
Leulinghen  between  the  lords  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, where  his  difcourfes  had  been  well  liften- 
ed  to. 

When  Robert  left  Syria  to  return  home,  he  em- 
barked at  Baruth,  but  had  when  at  fea  a  furious 
tempell  fo  that,  for  two  days  and  a  night,  he  and 
his  companions  were  in  fuch  danger  they  thought 
they  muil  be  loft.    Perfons  in  fuch  peril  are  gene- 

*  Robert  Menuot.    MSS.  Mennot. 
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rally  very  repentant  and  contrite,  and  have  a 
greater  fear  of  God.  It  happened,  toward  the  end 
of  the  ftorm,  when  the  weather  and  fea  became 
fomewhat  calmer,  that  a  figure  as  bright  as  chryftal 
appeared  to  Robert,  and  faid  j  '  Robert,  thou  fhalt 
efcape  from  this  peril,  as  well  as  thy  companions 
for  thy  fake,  for  God  has  favourably  heard  thy 
praye"  He  orders  thee  by  me  to  return  to 
France  as  fpeedily  as  thou  canft,  and  inftantly  on 
thy  arrival  to  wait  on  the  king,  and  relate  what 
has  befallen  thee.  Thou  wilt  tell  him  to  liften  to 
peace  with  his  adverfary  the  king  of  England,  for 
their  wars  have  lafled  too  long.  Do  thou  inter- 
fere boldly  when  conferences  fhall  be  holden  to 
treat  of  peace  between  king  Charles  and  king 
Richard,  for  thou  fhalt  be  heard  -,  and  all  thofe 
who  fliall  any  way  oppofe  or  prevent  peace  from 
taking  effeft,  fhall  dearly  pay  for  their  wickednefs 
in  their  lifetime.* 

Upon  this,  ihe  voice  ceafed  and  the  figure  va- 
niflied,  leaving  Robert  very  penfive  on  what  he 
had  heard.  He,  however,  believed  that  what  he 
hacf  feen  came  from  Heaven  :  and  from  that  mo- 
ment they  had  wind  and  weather  to  their  wilhes, 
which  brought  them  to  Genoa. 

Robert,  on  landing,  took  leave  of  his  fellow- 
pafTengers,  and  made  the  befl  of  his  way  to  Avig- 
non, where  the  firfl  thing  he  did  was  to  pay  his 
devotions  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter.  Finding 
there  the  grand  penitentiary,  he  confefTed  himfelf 
duly  and  devoutly  to  him,  relating  the  vifion  you 
have  jufl  read,  and  allied  his  advice  how  he  Ihould 
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a£V  on  the  occafion.  The  penitentiary  flrldly  en- 
joined him  not  to  mention  the  vifion  to  any  one 
before  he  had  told  it  to  the  king  of  France,  accord- 
ing to  the  orders  given  him,  and  that  whatever  the 
king  fhould  command  he  muft  do. 

Robert  followed  this  advice,  and  drefTing  him- 
felf  in  plain  grey  cloth,  with  very  fimple  attend- 
ants, left  Avignon,  and  continued  his  journey  to 
Paris,  where  he  heard  that  the  king  was  at  Abbe- 
ville to  be  near  the  conference  at  Amiens  between 
the  French  and  Englifh.  He  immediately  went 
to  the  abbey  of  St.  Peter,  where  the  king  was 
lodged,  at  Abbeville,  and  was  introduced  to  the 
prefence  by  a  Norman  knight,  his  nearcil  relation, 
called  fir  William  Martel,  who  was  of  the  king's 
chamber.  Robert  minutely  related  every  thing 
that  had  happened  to  him,  which  the  kingliftened 
to  with  great  attention ;  but,  as  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  fir  Arnaud  de  Corbie,  chancellor  of 
France,  the  two  mod  a6live  commifiioners  for 
France,  were  abf^nt  at  the  conference,  .he  faid  to 
Robert, — *  Our  council  are  at  Leulinghen :  you 
will  remain  here  until  they  Ihall  return,  when  I 
will  talk  with  my  uncle  of  Burgundy  and  the  chan- 
cellor, and  a6t  according  as  they  Ihall  beft  advile 
me.*     '  God  affift  them  !'  anfwered  Robert. 

This  fame  week  the  commifTioners  returned  to 
Abbeville  from  the  conference,  bringing  with  them 
a  projedl  for  peace.  The  Engliih  had  inferted  ar- 
ticles of  fuch  importance  as  a  preliminary,  that 
they  had  refufed  to  admit  them  without  knov/ing 
firft  the  king's  will  on  the  fubjed,  and  on  their 
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arrival  they  laid  them  before  his  majefty.  The 
king  took  his  uncle  of  Burgundy  and  the  chan- 
cellor afide,  to  inform  them  of  what  Robert  the 
hermit  had  told  him,  and  to  knew  if  it  ou2;ht  to 
be  believed  and  aifled  upon.  They  having  looked 
at  each  other  fome  time  in  filence,  faid  they  would 
examine  this  Robert  themfelves,  and  then  would  give 
him  their  opinion.  Robert  was  fent  for,  and,  being 
not  far  from  where  thefe  fecret  councils  were  held, 
foon  arrived.  On  his  admifiion,  he  paid  the  king 
and  the  duke  of  Burgundy  much  refped  j  and  the 
king  faid,  *  Repeat  once  more,  very  minutely,  all 
that  you  told  me.*  *  Willingly,  fire,'  replied 
Robert.  He  then  detailed  all  you  have  before 
heard  of  his  adventures  and  vifion,  to  which  they 
attentively  liftened ;  and,  when  he  had  done,  they 
defired  him  to  leave  the  chamber,  thefe  three  only 
remaining  together.  The  king  afked  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  what  he  thought  ot  it:  'My  lord,' 
faid  he,  *  the  chancellor  and  myfelf  will  confider 
of  it,  and  give  you  our  anfwer  to-morrow.*  *  Very 
v/ell,'  anfwered  the  king. 

The  duke  and  the  chancellor  confulted  a  long 
time  by  themfelves  on  this  matter,  and  on  their 
mode  of  adingj  for  they  faw  the  king  beheved 
the  whole,  and  was  defirous  that  Robert  fliould  be 
added  to  them  as  a  commifTioner,  for  he  was  fo 
eloquent  he  converted  the  hearts  of  all  who  heard 
him.  They  at  laft  refolved,  that  if  Robert  Ihould 
publicly  declare  the  orders  he  had  received  in  his 
i^iJion,  it  would  be  advifable  for  him  to  come  to 
Lculinghen  and  explain  it  to  the  lords  of  England, 
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fetid  all  who  wiflied  to  hear  it  j  that  it  was  lawful 
fo  to  a6t ;  and  this  was  the  anfwer  they  made  to  the 
king  oh  the  enfiiing  day. 

When  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  chancellor 
returned  to  the  conference,  they  carried  Robert  the 
hermit  with  them,  who  was  ready  enough  to  fpeak 
what  you  have  heard.    On  the  lords  of  France  and 
England    being  afiembled,  Robert  came   in   the 
midfl  of  them,  and  eloquently  told  the  vifion  he 
had  at  fea,  and  maintained,  by  a  long  harangue, 
that  what  it  faid  was  by  divine  infpiration,  and  that 
God  had  fcnt  it  to  him,  becaufe  he  willed  itihould 
be  fo.     Some   of.  the  Englifh  lords,  fuch  as  the 
duke  of  Lancafter,  the  earl  of  Sahlbury,  fir  Tho- 
mas Percy,  lir  William  Clanvow,   the  bifhops  of 
Saint  David's  and  London,  were  inclined  to  credit 
what  Robert  related  j  but  the  duke  of  Giocefber 
and  the  earl  of  Arundel  paid  not  any  regard  to  it, 
and,  when  at  their  lodgings,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
French  lords,  faid  it  was  only  a  cheat,  and  a  ftory 
made  up  to  laugh  at  and  deceive  them.    They  una- 
nimoufly  refolved  to  write  to  king  Richard  every 
particular  of  what  Robert  the  hermit  had  faid  and 
feen.     This  was   done,  and  the  letters  given  to  a 
knight  of  the  king's  chamber,  called  fir  Richard 
Credon,  who  found  the  king  at  a  handfome  place  in 
Kent,  called  Leeds  caftle.     He  prefented  the  king 
letters  from  his  commiffioners  at  Leulinghen,  which 
gave  him  a  full  detail  of  every  thing  relative  to 
Robert  the  hermit. 

The  king  took  much  delight  in  perufing  thefe 
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p&Tt  that  related  to  Robert  the  hermit,  he  faid,  he 
iliould  be  glad  to  fee  and  hear  this  Robert;  for  he 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  what  he  faid  had  hap- 
pened to  him,  might  be  true.  He  wrote  back  to 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  and  the  earl  of  Salifbury, 
tx)  prefs  them  to  exert  themfelves,  that  a  firm  peace 
fhould  be  cftabliflied  between  him,  the  king  of 
France  and  his  allies  j  for,  as  Robert  the  hermit 
had  faidj,  the  wars  had  lafted  too  long,  and  it 
was  full  time  to  hit  upon  fome  means  to  procure 
peace. 

I  have  before  related  the  whole  of  this  matter ; 
and  that  as  nothing  was  concluded,  in  regard  to  a 
peace,  a  truce  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  com- 
miffioners  on  each  fide,  before  they  feparated, 
between  the  two  kingdoms  and  their  allies,  to  laft 
for  four  years,  while,  in  the  mean  time,  they  would 
ftudy  to  promote  a  lading  peace.  Such  were  the 
intentions  of  the  Englifh  commiflioners,  with  the 
exception  of  the  duke  of  Glocefler  j  for  he  was 
rcfoived,  on  his  return  to  England,  to  oppofe  any 
peace  with  France ;  but  he  difTembled  then  his  real 
icntiments,  to  pleafe  the  king  and  his  brother  of 
Lancafter.  Thus  did  I  become  acquainted  with 
what  paffed  relative  to  Robert  the  hermit. 

Shortly  after  the  return  of  the  earl  of  Rutland, 
she  earl  marlhal,  the  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  fir 
Hugh '  Defpencer,  fir  Lewis  Clifford,  and  thofe 
who  had  been  attached  to  the  embafTy  to  France, 
bringing  with  them  friendly  anfwers  relative  t« 
the  marriage,  the  parliament  alTembied  at  Weft- 
minHen    Thefe  parliaments  laft  ufually  four  days, 
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vrhen    all    bufinefs    relative    to   the    country    is 
fettled. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  parliament  the  duke  of 
Lancafter  returned  from  Bordeaux,  whither  he  had 
been  fent  as  duke  of  Aquitaine,  for  the  inhabi- 
tants had  refufed  to  receive  him  in  that  quality. 
But  I  have  mentioned  thefe  things  before,  and 
fhall  therefore  fay  no  more  on  the  fubjedl.  The 
duke  of  Lancafter,  on  his  return  to  England,  was 
well  received  by  the  king  and  lords,  as  was  right, 
and  they  difcourfed  on  various  bufinefs  together. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  France  that  the 
duke  of  Lancafter  was  in  England,  the  king  and 
his  council  refolved  to  fend  thither  Robert  the 
hermit,  with  credential  letters  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, who  was  defirous  of  feeing  him  5  and  that, 
when  he  ihould  come  back  to  France,  the  count 
de  Saint  Pol  would  go  thither. 

Robert  the  hermit  vv^ould  be  well  received  by 
the  king  and  lords  of  England,  who  would  cheer- 
fully attend  to  all  he  fhould  relate  of  the  affairs  of 
Syria,  Tartary,  of  Bajazet  and  Turkey,  where  he 
had  refided  a  long  time ,  for  of  fuch  matters  the 
Englifh  lords  are  very  curious,  Robert  was  or- 
dered to  make  his  preparations  for  going  to  Eng- 
land, which  m.uch  pleafed  him,,  faying  he  would 
willingly,  go  thither,  as  it  was  a  country  he  had 
never  feen,. 

Credential  letters  were  given  him  from  the  king 
of  France  to  king  Richard  and  to  his  uncles,.  Ro- 
bert lefc  Paris  with  his  array  of  only  feven  horfes, 
(but  all  his  expenfcs,  as  was  juftj  were  to  be  paid 
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by  the  king  of  France,)  and  travelled  to  Bou^ 
jogne,  where  he  embarked  and  crofTed  to  Dover» 
He  went  thence  to  Ekham,  a  palace  of  the  king 
of  England,  fcvcn  miles  from  London,  and  met 
there  the  king,  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  the  earls, 
of  Salilbury  and  Huntingdon,  and  fir  Thomas 
Percy,  who  fhewed  him  much  attendon,  in  honour 
to  the  king  of  Frauce,  as  did  their  fovereign, 
from  his  dcfire  to  fee  him.  He  gave  his  letters  to 
the  king  and  the  other  lords,  who  perufed  them 
"with  pleafure  ;  but  the  duke  of  Glocefter  was,  I 
believe,  at  this  time  at  a  caftle  of  his  called  Plefhy, 
in  Eflex,  When  Robert  had  remained  at  Ekham 
with  the  king  and  his  court  five  days,  he  took  his 
leave,  and  departed  to  vifit  the  duke  of  Glocefter. 
With  this  intent  he  rode  to  London,  and,  on  the 
next  day,  continued  his  journey,  and  lay  at  a  town, 
fifteen  miles  from  London,  called  Brehonde  *,  and 
on  the  morrow  arrived  at  Pielhy,  where  he  was 
handfomely  received  by  the  duke  and  duchefs  and 
their  children. 

Robert  delivered  his  letters  from  the  king  of 
France  to  the  duke,  who,  on  finding  they  were 
credential  letters,  took  R.)bert  afide,  and  demanded 
the  caufc  of  his  coming.  Robert  replied,  that  he 
would  tell  him  at  his  leifure,  for  that  he  was  not 
come  to  make  a  fliort  vifit.  *  Well,'  faid  the 
duke,  '  you  are  very  welcome.'  Robert  the  hermit 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  double  character  or 
the  duke,  and  that  he  was  violent  againfl  a  peace 

*  Brehonde.     (^Brentwood.  Burntwood. 
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with  France,  and  in  ftrong  oppofitlon  to  the  King 
and  his  brother  of  Lancafler,  who  were  well  in- 
clined to  put  an  end  to   the  war.     He  knew  not 
well  how  to  begin  on  this  bufinefs,  nor  what  means 
to  urge  to  make  him  change  his  opinion ;  for  he 
had  witnefTed  his  violence    at    Leulinghen,    and 
knew  that  a  war  with  France  was  uppermoft  in  his 
thoughts.     This,  however,  did  not  prevent  Ro- 
bert from  talking  to  the  duke  of  Glocefter  refpe(5l- 
ing  a  peace ;  but  he  found  the  duke  cold  and  re- 
ferved  in  his  anfwers.     He  faid,  '  that  he  had  two 
elder  brothers,  of  Lancafler  and  York,  and  that 
it  was  to  them  fuch  affairs  ought  to  be  addrefled, 
in  preference  to  him ;  befides,  fuppofing  he   was 
willing  to  agree  to  a  peace,  perhaps  the  reft  of 
the  nation  would  not  confent.' 

'  My  very  dear  lord,'  replied  Robert,  '  for  the 
love  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  do  not  oppofe  a 
peace :  you  can  do  a  great  deal  towards  forming 
one ;  and  you  know  how  much  your  king  and 
nephew  is  inclined  to  it,  who,,  befides,  is  anxious 
to  ftrengthen  the  love  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
by  a  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  king  of 
France.* 

To  this  the  duke  anfweredjr-**  Robert,  although 
you  are  at  this  moment  in  high  favour,  and  well 
iiftened  to  by  the  kings  and  lords  of  both  countries, 
the  matter  of  peace  is  of  fo  ijwich  confideration, 
that  perfons  of  greater  weigkt  than  you  muft  in- 
terfere in  it.  I  repeat  to  you,  what  I  have  fre- 
quently faid  at  different  places  and  times,  that  I 
Chall  never  be  againft  a  peace  that  is  honourable  to 
N.  4  my 
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my  country.  All  that  in  a  former  peace  was  agreed 
upon  with  the  king  my  father,  and  my  brother  the 
the  prince  of  Y/ales,  and  confirmed  by  the  oath  of 
king  John,  for  himfelf  and  fucceflbrs,  under  pe- 
nalty of  excommunication  by  the  pope,  has  not 
htcn  kept,  and  their  oaths  are  of  no  value.  The 
Prench  have  fraudiilently  broken  the  articles  of 
this  peace,  and  have  even  taken  poflefTion,  by 
treachery  and  force,  of  thofc  lands,  caftles  and 
towns,  that  were  given  up  at  the  peace  to  our  late 
king  and  father,  and  to  his  fuccelTors.  Befides, 
of  the  three  millions  of  francs  which  were  to  be 
paid  as  the  ranfom  of  king  John,  fix  hundred 
thoufand  are  yet  unpaid. 

'  Thefe  matters,  Robert,  being  fo  frefli  in  our 
memory,  trouble  us  greatly,  and  make  us  cau- 
tious i  and  we  wonder  (I  fpeak  not  only  of  myfelf 
but  of  others  who  have  a  right  to  interfere  in  the 
government)  how  our  king  fliould  be  fo  thought- 
lefs  that  he  does  not  compare  paffed  times  with 
the  prefent;  and  how  he  can  think  of  uniting 
Jiimfelf  with  his  enemies,  and  thereby  difin- 
heriting  the  crown  of  England  of  all  future  advan- 
tage.' 

*  Dear  lord,'  replied  Robert,  ^  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  fuffered  on  the  crofs  for  us  finners ; 
but  he  forgave,  at  his  death,  thofe  who  had  cru- 
cified him.  It  is  neceffary,  therefore,  that  wc  in 
like  manner  forgive  our  enemies,  if  wc  expe6l  to 
be  admitted  to  the  glories  of  paradife.  All  hatred, 
malice  and  ill  will  were  put  an  end  to^  and  mutu- 
ally 
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ally  pardoned,  the  day  the  peace  was  figned  by 
your  anceftor  at  Cakis. 

^  War  was  afterwards  renewed  with  bitternefs 
between  the  two  countries,  through  faults  and  de- 
ceptions on  each  fide ;  for,  when  the  prince  of 
Wales  returned  from  Caftille  to  Aquitaine,  a  fet  of 
people,  called  Companions,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  were  Englifh,  or  Gafcons  dependant  on  the 
king  of  England  or  the  prince,  colle6led  together 
and  entered  France,  without  the  fmalleft  title  of 
reafon,  and  carried  thither  a  more  difallrous  war 
than  the  preceding  one.  They  called  the  king- 
dom of  France  their  manor,  and  were  fo  deter- 
mined on  mifchief  there  was  no  refifting  rhem : 
for  this  reafon^  when  the  realm  was  fo  opprefTed, 
and  the  evils  daily  multiplying,  king  Charles,  fon 
to  king  John,  was  advifed  by  his  vafTals  to  provide 
a  remedy,  and  oppofe  fuch  condud  by  open  war 
or  otherwife. 

*  Many  great  barons  of  Gafcony  at  this  time 
allied  themfelves  with  the  king  of  France,  whom 
the  prince  of  Wales,  who  ought  to  have  been  their 
iordj  wanted  to  opprefs  and  bring  more  under  his 
power,  as  they  faid  and  wanted  to  prove  by 
various  fa£ls,  but  which  they  wou'd  not  longer 
fuffer.  They  made  war  on  the  prince,  in  confor- 
mity to  their  appeal  to  the  king  of  France,  who, 
by  the  advice  of  his  council,  joined  thcin  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  thefe  free  companies  that  ravaged 
France.  Many  lords,  towns  and  caftles  turned  to 
the  king  of  France  from  the  opprelfions  they  la- 
boured 
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boured  under  from  the  prince^  or  thofe  employed 
by  him. 

'  Thus  was  the  war  renewed  with  more  invete^ 
racy  than  before,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  people 
and  country,  as  well  as  the  weakening  the  faith  of 
God.  This  laft  is  fo  fenfibly  felt  in  Chriftendom 
that  the  enemies  of  our  faith,  much  emboldened^ 
have  already  conquered  great  part  of  Greece,  and 
the  empire  of  Conftantinople,  through  fault  of  not 
refifting  a  Turk  called  Bafant,  furnamed  Amora- 
baquin*.  He  has  conquered  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Arm.enia,  with  the  exception  of  thefmgle  town 
of  Courch,  fituated  on  the  fea-fhore,.  like  South- 
ampton or  Briftol  in  this  country. 

'  The  Genoefe  and  Venetians  hold  this  againft 
the  Turks ;  but  they  cannot  long  withftand  the 
power  of  Bajazet,  emperor  of  Conftantinople, 
who  is  of  your  blood,  for  he  is  the  fon  of  Hugh 
de  Lufignan,  by  the  lady  Mary  de  Bourbon,  cou- 
fm-german  to  the  queen  your  mother.  Butfhould 
there  be  peace  (as  there  will,  if  it  plcafe  Gqo). 
between  France  and  England,  all  knights  and 
fquires  defirous  of  glory,  and  of  exalting  their 
names,  will  haften  thither,  and  afTift  the  king  of 
Armenia  to  drive  out  the  Turks  from  his  king- 
dom. The  war  has  continued  too  lonf'  between 
France  and  England,  and  all  thofe  who  may  any 


*  This  Amorabaquin,  fo  much  disfigured,  was  the  fultan 
Bajazet,  who  afcended  the  throne  i^gi.  He  was  furnamed, 
like  his  father,  I'Amurath  Baccjuin,  according  to  the  MSS.  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

way^ 
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way  oppofe  or  delay  the  bleflings  of  peace  will 
feverely  be  punifned  in  this  life  for  fo  doing.* 

*  Hjw  do  you  know  that?'  faid  the  duke  of 
Giocefter. 

*  Dear  lord,'  anfwered  Robert,  '  all  I  fay  comes 
from  divide  inlpiration,  and  v/as  given  me  in  a 
vifion  as  I  was  returning  by  fea  from  Baruth  in 
Syria  towards  the  ifland  of  Rhodes.'  He  then  re- 
lated fully  all  he  had  feen  and  heard  in  this  vifion, 
the  more  effedtually  to  move  the  heart  of  the  duke 
of  Giocefter  to  liften  to  terrrs  of  peace.  But  the 
heart  of  che  duke  was  harcieiied  againft  peace^  and 
he  always  returned  to  his  former  opmionsj  holding 
in  contempt,  by  his  words,  the  French  in  all 
things,  notwithftanding  what  Robert  had  faid  to 
him  :  however,  as  he  was  a  foreigner,  and  feemed 
eager  to  do  good,  and  knowing  befide  that  the 
king  of  England  wanted  to  conclude  a  peace,  he 
diffembled  his  real  fentiments  as  much  as  he 
could,  and  turned  the  converfation  to  other  fub- 
jecfls. 

Robert  the  hermit  flaid  two  days  and  as  miany 
nights  at  Plefhy  with  the  duke  and  duchcfs  of 
Giocefter  and  their  children,  who,  in  outward  ap- 
pearance, made  him  very  welcome.  On  the  third 
day,  he  took  leave  of  them,  and  departed  for 
London;  and  went  thence  to  Windfor,  where  the 
king  then  refided.  He  was  handfomely  enter- 
tained at  Windfor,  as  well  in  honour  to  the  king 
of  France,  who  had  fent  him,  as  on  account  of 
his  eloquence  and  good  manners.  It  may  be 
fuppofed  that  the  king   of  England  inquired  of 

him 
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him  fecretly  how  he  had  fucceeded  with  his  uncle 
of  Gloceflei-j  and  Robert  told  him  truly  all  that  had 
palTed. 

The  king  knew  v/ell  that  the  duke  of  Glocefler 
would  never  willingly  agree  to  a  peace  with 
France,  from  his  preference  to  war :  he  therefore 
paid  much  greater  coi^rt,  and  ihewed  more  affec- 
tion to  his  other  uncles  of  Lancafter  and  York, 
and  to  other  prelates  and  barons  of  England^  who 
he  thought  would  ferve  him. 

Robert  the  hermit,  having  been  a  month  or 
more  in  England,  began  to  make  preparations  tor 
his  departure.  When  he  took  leave  of  the  king 
and  lords,  the  king  made  him  very  rich  prefents, 
out  of  love  to  the  king  of  France,  as  did  the 
dukes  of  Lancafter  and  York,  the  earls  of  Hunt- 
ingdon and  Salilbury,  and  fir  Thomas  Percy. 
The  king  had  him  efcorted  as  far  as  Dover,  where 
he  embarked,  and  landed  at  Calais:  he  then  jour- 
neyed on  to  Paris,  v/here  he  found  the  king  and 
qiieen  of  France,  and  his  uncles,  to  whom  he 
faithfully  related  the  detail  of  his  journey,  and  the 
good  cheer  the  king  of  England  had  made  him. 

Meflengers  were  almoll  daily  pafTmg  from  one 
king  to  the  other,  with  the  moft  friendly  letters 
from  each.  The  king  of  England  was  very  im- 
patient to  fucceed  in  his  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  the  king  of  France,  who,  on  his  fide,  had  an 
afffdlion  for  it,  as  he  did  not  fee  how  he  could 
more  nobly  marry  her. 
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CHAP.   XXVII. 

THE     LORD    DE    LA    RIVIERE    AND    SIR    JOHN    LE 
MERCIER  ARE   DELIVERED    OUT  OF  PRISON. 

'TpHE  lord  de  la  Riviere  and  fir  John  le  Mer- 
cier,  after  having  been  carried  from  prifoa 
to  prifon,  and  to  different  caftles,  were  at  laft 
given  up  to  the  provoft  of  the  Chatelet,  and  in 
daily  expectation  of  being  put  to  death,  through 
the  hatred  of  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy, 
and  their  advifers.  They  had  been  in  this  melan- 
choly ftate  for  more  than  two  years,  without  the 
king  being  able  to  affiil  them;  He,  however, 
would  not  confent  to  their  execution  j  and  the 
dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  perceived  that  the 
duke  of  Orleans  ftrongly  befriended  them. 

The  duchefs  of  Berry  was  inceffant  in  her  en- 
treaties with  her  lord  in  their  favour,  m.ore  parti- 
cularly for  the  lord  de  la  Riviere ;  but  they  could 
not  condemn  one  without  the  other,  for  they  were 
both  implicated  in  the  fame  accufation.  The  foli- 
citations  of  many  worthy  perfons,  added  to  the 
juftice  of  their  caufe,  were  of  much  weight :  and 
feveral  of  the  great  barons  of  France  thought  they 
had  now  fufficiently  fuffered,  and  fhould  be  fet  at 
liberty  j  for  that  fir  John  le  Mercier  had  wept  fo 
continually,  when  in  prifon,  his  fight  wa^  weak- 
ened fo  that  he  could  fcarcely  fee,  and  it  was  cur- 
rently reported  he  was  quite  blind. 

At 
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At  lengtli,  there  was  an  end  put  to  their  fuffer* 
mgs  i  for  the  king,  although  he  had  confented  to 
their  imprifonment:,  for  rcafons  wnich  had  been 
given  him,  granted  them  his  pardon,  deferring 
further  inquiry  into  what  had  been  laid  to  their 
charge  until  a  future  opportunity,  snd  when  he 
fhould  be  more  fully  informed.  All  his  lands  and 
caftles  were  reflored  to  the  lord  de  Li  Riviere,  and, 
in  the  Hril  inftance,  the  beautiful  cafii;  of  Auneauj 
near  Chartres>  en  the  borders  of  Bec:iice ;  but  he 
was  ordered  thither,  and  never  to  recrofs  the  rivef 
Seine,  unlefs  recalVd  by  the  king*s  own  mouth. 

Sir  John  le  Meicier  returned  to  his  fine  houfe 
of  Noviant,  of  which  he  bore  the  title  as  lord,  in 
the  Laonnois ;  and  he  had  fmiilar  orders  not  to 
repafs  the  rivers  Seine,  Marne  and  Oife,  unlefs 
fpecially  comma-  kd  by  the  king.  They  alfo 
bound  themfelves  to  go  to  whatever  prifon  they 
might  hereafter  be  ordered  by  the  king  or  by  his 
commifiioners.  The  two  lords  thankfully  accept- 
ed this  grace,  and  were  rejoiced  to  be  delivered 
from  the  Chatelet.  On  gaining  their  liberty,  the}^ 
thouglit  they  fhould  be  allowed  to  fee  the  king,  and 
thank  him  for  his  rnercy,  but  it  was  not  fo  :  they 
were  forced  to  quit  Paris  inflantly,  a.id  fet  out  for 
their  different  eftites.  They,  however,  obtained 
their  liberty,  to  ihe  great  joy  of  all  who  were  at- 
tached to  them. 


CHAPa 


I9i 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 

THE    DUKE   OF    BRITTANY    AND    SIR    OLIVER     DE 

CLISSON     ARE     RECONCILED. THE    DOWAGER 

QUEEN  OF  SICILY  INSTITUTES  A  LAW-SUIT  IN 
THE  COURTS  OF  PARIS  AGAINST  SIR  PETER  DE 
CRAON. 

"VrOU  have  often  heard  of  the  feuds  between  the 
"*■  duke  of  Brittany  and  fir  Oliver  de  CiifTon  ; 
and  that,  whenever  the  two  parties  met,  a  deadly 
engagement  enfued,  without  either  fide  Ihewing 
mercy.  In  this  warfare,  however,  fir  Oliver  had 
the  advantage,  for  two-thirds  of  the  country  were 
in  his  favour.  The  barons  of  Brittany  difTembled 
between  both  ;  and  the  citizens  of  the  chief  towns 
told  the  duke,  that  this  war  no  v/ay  concerned 
them,  and  that  they,  would  not  interfere  in  it,  for 
that  commerce  v/as  more  efTential  to  them  than  a 
war  with  the  lord  de  Cliflbn. 

Sir  Oliver  held  them  excufed  in  regard  to  him, 
as  they  would  be  mediators  in  a  peace,  which  the 
vifcount  de  Rohan,  the  lord  de  Leon  and  the 
lord  de  Dignan,  were  prefTing  on  the  duke  of 
Brittany,  who  had  declared  to  rhefe  three  lords, 
that  if  he  could  obtain  a  meeting  with  the  lord 
de  ClilTon,  he  would  comply  with  fuch  terms 
as  they  Ihould  think  honourable  to  propofe. 

Thefe  three  barons  went  to  the  caftle  whei*e  fir 
Oliver  refided*,  and  told   him  hov/  far  they  had 

fucceeded 


fuccccded  with  the  duke,  who  would  at  any  time 
grant  him  and  his  company  palTports  for  coming 
and  going  i  and  that  they  imagiried,  if  once  they 
could  meet,  all  their  quarrels  would  be  put  an  end 
to. 

The  lord  de  Cliflbn  replied, — '  You  are  all  my 
friends  and  relations,  and  I  put  my  whole  confi* 
dence  in  you :  I  verily  believe  what  you  fay  from 
the  duke  that  he  would  willingly  have  me  in  his 
prefence ;  but,  as  God  and  my  lord  St.  Yves  may 
help  me,  I  will  never  on  fiich  words  or  promife 
quit  my  caftie.  Tell  him,  fmce  he  has  deputed 
you  here,  to  fend  me  his  eldeft  fon,  who  fhall 
remain  as  my  pledge  i  and,  when  he  Ihall  be  ar- 
rived, I  will  wait  on  him  when  and  where  he 
pleafes.  As  my  end  fhall  be,  fo  will  be  that  of 
his  fon ;  if  I  return,  he  fhall  return  j  but,  if  I 
be  detained,  fo  fhall  he.  Such  are  my  condi- 
tions.' 

The  three  barons,  feeing  they  could  gain  nO' 
other  anfwer,  v/ere  fatisfied  with  it,  and,  taking  * 
their  leave  in  a  friendly  manner,  departed  for 
Vannes,  where  the  duke  was  waidng  for  them, 
and  related  to  him  the  propofal  from  fir  Oliver 
de  ClilTon.  The  duke  could  not  obtain  other 
terms  j  and  the  loi^jd  de  Cliffon  had  greatly  the 
advantage  in  this  v/ar :  the  duke  conquered 
nothing  from  him,  while  fir  Oliver  won  feveral 
places  from  the  duke,  befides  having  twice  cap- 
tured all  his  gold  and  filver  plate,  with  many  pre- 
cious jewels,  all  of  which  he  turned  to  his  own 
profit. 

The 
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The  end,  however,  of  this  quarrel  was  as  fol- 
lows :  The  duke  of  Brittany,  as  great  a  prince  as 
he  was,  faw  plainly  he  could  no  way  bend  the  lord 
de  Cliflbn  to  his  will,  for  he  had  too  many  friends 
in  Brittany.  With  the  exception  of  the  great 
barons  in  the  duchy,  all  the  knights,  fquires  and 
inhabitants  of  the  principal  towns,  inclined  to  the 
lord  de  CiilTon.  The  barons  diflembled  their  fen- 
timents,  and  told  the  duke,  they  would  not  inter- 
fere in  the  matter  unlefs  it  fhould  be  to  mediate  a 
peace,  if  any  means  could  be  found  out  for  fo 
doing.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  in  particular,  fup-> 
ported  fir  Oliver  underhand  in  various  ways,  and 
he  was  well  pleafed  whenever  he  received  news  of 
the  good  fuccefs  of  his  enterprifes. 

The  duke  of  Brittany,  who  was  of  a  fubde  ima- 
gination, and  had  laboured  hard  with  many  diffi- 
culties in  his  time,  weighed  all  thefe  circum- 
fbances  3  and  alfo  that  he  was  not  beloved  by  his 
fubje<5ls,  who  would  fhew  it,  if  they  dared,  without 
infringing  their  homage,  as  well  as  the  children 
of  fir  Charles  de  Blois  (lain  at  the  battle  of  Auray  j 
namely  John  of  Brittany,  count  de  Penthievre  and 
Limoges,  married  to  the  daughter  of  the  lord  de 
ClifTon  i  fir  Henry  of  Brittany  *  his  brother,  and 

*  Denys  Sauvage  fays  in  a  marginal  note,  that  he  never  heard 
of  this  perfonage  before,  and  fuppofes  that  at  that  period  the 
count  de  Penthievre  had  not  any  brother. 

In  Anderfon's  Royal  Genealogies,  the  lord  Charles  de  Blois 
had  iiTue  Guide  count  de  Penthievre,  died  S.  P.,-^Johnj  married 
to  Margaret  de  Cliflbn,— N.  N.  married  to  Charles  of  Spain, 
conftable  of  France,  murdered  by  the  king  of  Navarre, — Mary, 
wife  of  Lewis  duke  of  Anjoa,  fon  of  John  king  of  France. 

VQi.  XI.  O  their 
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their  fifter  the  queen  of  Naples  and  Jerufalem- 
He  felt  likewife  that  he  was  growing  old,  that  his 
children  were  young,  and,  except  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Burgundy,  he  had  not  a  fiiend  in 
France  who  would  take  care  of  them,  in  cafe  of' 
his  deceafe  ;  for,  by  the  mother's  fide,  they  came 
from  the  branch  of  Navarre,  which  was  not  a  fa- 
mily well  beloved  in  France  from  the  remembrance 
of  the  many  wicked  acls,  in  former  times,  of  king 
Charles  of  Navarre,  the  duchefs  of  Brittany's  fa- 
ther. He  was  therefore  afraid,  fhould  he  die 
during  the  fubfifling  hatred  of  fir  Oliver  de  ClifTon 
and  the  count  de  Penthievre,  his  children  would 
have  too  many  enemies.  He  perceived  alfo  that 
the  Englilh,  who  had  certainly  raifed  him  to  the 
honours  he  now  pofTefled,  were  becoming  indif- 
ferent to  his  welfare,  and  would  probably  increafe 
in  coolnefs,  if  the  information  he  had  received  of 
the  approaching  connexion  between  the  kings  of 
France  and  England  were  tnie.  He  had  learnt 
that  the  treaty  of  marriage  was  far  advanced  be- 
tween the  king  of  England  and  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  France,  who  had  been  promifed  to  his 
eldeft  fon. 

All  thefe  things  alarmed  the  duke,  but  efpeci- 
ally  what  has  been  lad  mentioned  troubled  him 
more  than  all  the  reft.  Having  fully  confidered 
them,  he  refolved  to  throw  afide  all  difTembling, 
and  openly  and  honeftly  make  peace  with  fir  Oliver 
de  Cliflbn  and  John  of  Brittany;  leaving  them  to 
fay  what  amends,  if  any,  he  fhould  make  for  the 
damages  done  them  during  the  war,  and  for  what 

had 
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hid  happened  in  former  times,  referving  to  him- 
Tdf  the  duchy  of  Brittany,  which  was  to  defcend 
after  him  to  his  children,  according  to  the  treaty 
that  had  been  figned,  with  the  approbation  of  all 
pardes,  by  the  children  of  fir  Charles  de  Blois. 

This  treaty  he  was  not  defirous  to  have  broken  : 
on  the  contrary,  he  would  that  every  article  Ihould 
be  obferved,  and  that  it  fhould  again  be  fworn  to 
and  loyally  maintained  in  its  whole  extent.  Should 
John  of  Blois3  count  de  Penthievre,  not  be  fatis- 
iied  with  his  inheritance  in  Brittany,  he  would  fairly 
leave  it  to  the  vifcount  de  Rohan,  the  lords  de 
Dignan,  de  Laval,  de  Leon,  de  Beaumont,  and 
fir  John  de  Harpedane,  to  fettle  the  matter  be- 
tween them. 

The  duke  of  Brittany,  having  maturely  ar- 
i-anged  this  in  his  own  mind,  without  alking  ad- 
vice from  any  one  of  his  council,  called  a  fecre- 
tary,  to  whom,  on  entering  his  chamber,  he  gave 
a  large  fheet  of  paper,  and  faid,  '  Write  down  as 
I  fhall  didate.'  The  fecretary  being  ready,  the 
duke  repeated  to  him  every  word  he  was  to  write. 
The  letter  was  indited  in  the  moft  friendly  terms 
to  fir  Oliver  de  CiifTon,  defiring  him  to  devife 
fome  means  for  them  to  have  an  interview,  when 
every  thing  fhould  be  fetded  in  the  moft  agreeable 
manner. 

When  the  letter  was  folded  up,  in  the  prefence 

only  of  the  duke  and  his  fecretary,  he  fealed  it 

with  his  fignet,  and,  calling  his  moft  trufty  varlet 

into  the  chamber,  faid,—'  Haften  to  caftle  Joffelin, 

O  2  and 
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and  fay  boldly  that  I  have  fent  thee  to  fpeak  with 
itiy  coufin  fir  Oliver  de  Cliflbn.  Thou  wilt  be  in- 
troduced to  him :  falute  him  from  me  :  if  he  re- 
turn the  falute,  give  him  this  letter,  and  bring  me 
back  his  anfwer ;  but  on  thy  life  tell  no  man,  wo- 
maii  or  child  whither  thou  art  going,  nor  who  has 
fent  thee.* 

The  varlet,  having  promifed  obedience,  fet 
out,  and  on  his  arrival  at  chateau-JolTelin,  the 
guard  was  greatly  furprifed  when  they  heard  that 
the  duke  of  Brittany  had  fent  him  to  fpeak  with 
their  lord.  Neverthelefs,  they  informed  fir  Oliver 
of  his  coming,  who  ordered  him  into  his  prefence: 
on  his  entrance,  he  delivered  his  meflage  and  the 
letter.  The  lord  de  Cliflbn  examined  the  private 
Hgnet  of  the  dukej  which  he  knew  well,  opened 
the  ktter,  and  read  it  two  or  three  times  over,  and 
was  much  aftoniihed,  during  the  perufai,  at  the  af- 
fetftionate  and  friendly  terms  it  was  written  in. 
After  mufing  fome  timCj  he  told  the  varlet  he 
would  confider  his  anfwer,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
£ondti(2:ed  to  an  apartment  by  himfelf. 

The  attendants  of  the  lord  de  Clilfon  were  con- 
founded at  what  they  faw  and  heard ;  for  never  be- 
jfore  had  any  one  come  from  the  duke  of  Brittany 
-wlio  had  not  be-en  inllaatly  put  to  death,  or  con- 
^ned  in  the  decpeft  dungeon.  When  fir  Oliver 
kad  retired  to  his  ckair^berj  his  thoughts  were  oc- 
c-sjpied  with  die  contents  of  the  letter,  and  his 
hatred  £0  che  duk<i  was  extinguiihed,  from  the  fub- 
myfTiYC  md  aS^cdbziate  manner  in  which  he  had 
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Wiiften  to  him  :  he  faid  to  himfelf  that  he  would 
prove  him,  and  fee  if  he  were  really  in  earneft ; 
for  he  could  not  venture  to  go  to  him  merely  on 
the  faith  of  this  letter,  and,  if  any  accident  hap- 
pened to  him,   he  would  be  pitied  by  none. 

He   determined,    therefore,    that  if   the  duke 
would  fend  his  fon  as  an  hofrage,   he  would  come 
to  him  when  and  where  he  pleafed,   but  not  other- 
wife.     He  wrote  a  very  friendly  anfwer,  and  the 
conclufioi)  was,  that  if  he  wifhed  to  fee  him,  he 
tnuft  fend  his  fon  as  his  pledge,  who  would  be  taken 
the  greateft  care  of  until  his  return.     This  letter 
was  fealed  and  given  to  the  varlet,  who  hailened 
back  to  the  duke  at  Vannes,  where  he  was  impa- 
tiently expecting   him.     On   receiving  the  letter 
from  fir  Oliver,  he  inftantly  read  it ;  having  paufed 
a  moment,  he  faid,    *  I  will  do  it  j  for,  fince  I 
mean  to  treat  amicably  with  him,  every  caufe  of 
diftri  ft  muft  be  removed.'  He  wrote  to  the  viscount 
de  Rohan,  who  refidcd  at  his  caftle  of  Caire,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  V^nnes,  to  come  to  him,  Thevif- 
count,  ori  the  receipt  of  the  duke's  letter,  waited 
on  him^   and  he  then  explained  his  intentions,  by 
faying,    ^  Vifcount,  you  and   the   lord   de  Mon- 
boucher  fliall  carry  my   fon   to  chateau  JofTelin, 
and    bring  back  with  you  the  lord  de    Cliftbnj 
for  I  am  determined  to  make  up  our  quarreL' 
The  vifcount   repliedj    that   with  joy  he   v/ould 
obey  him. 

It  was    not    many    days   after^    that  the  vif- 
count de  Rohan,  the   lord  de   Mfiriboucher  and 
O  3  fvr 
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ilr  Yves  de  Tegre,  carried  the  boy,  who  might 
be  about  feven  years  old,  to  chateau  Joflehna 
where  they  were  liandfomely  and  honourably 
received  by  fir  OHver  de  ClifTon.  When  he 
faw  the  boy,  and  this  proof  of  confidence  from 
the  duke,  he  was  much  affecled.  The  three 
knights  alfo  faid,  *  You  fee,  fir,  how  well  in- 
clined the  duke  is  to  you :  he  now  bears  you  no- 
thing but  the  fincereft  affcdlion.'  ^  I  am  at  pre- 
fent  convinced  of  it,'  replied  fir  Oliver;  'and, 
fince  he  makes  fuch  advances,  I  will  not  be  be- 
hind hi^nd,  but  put  myfelf  under  his  obedience.  I 
know  not  if  to  you,  wlio  are  fo  nearly  related  to 
him,  and  in  \yhom  he  has  fuch  truft  as  to  con- 
fide his  fon  and  heir,  to  bring  and  leave  here  as 
an  hcflage  until  my  return,  he  has  told  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter  he  fent  me  under  his  private 
fignet.' 

'  Sir,'  anfwered  the  knights,  *  he  has  affured 
vs  of  the  earnefl:  and  fincere  defire  he  has  to  make 
peace  with  you  j  and  you  may  believe  us,  for 
we  are  your  relations.'  *  I  firmly  do  believe  you,' 
faid  fir  Oliver,  as  he  went  out  to  fetch  the  duke's 
letter.  Having  read  it  to  them,  they  replied, 
'  He  certainly  has  fpoken  to  us  in  the  very  fame 
terms  in  which  he  has  written  to  you,  and  in  con- 
fequence  has  fent  us  hither.* 

*  So  much  the  better,'  anfwered  fir  Oliver. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  three 
knights,  with  the  heir  of  Brittany,  before  the 
lord  de  Cliflbn  had  made  his  preparations.  They 
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all  Cct  out  together  from  chateau  Joffelin,  carry* 
ing  the  boy  with  them ;  for  fir  Oliver  faid  he 
would  give  him  back  to  his  father,  as  hence- 
forward  he  fhould  never  diftruft  the  duke,  after 
the  trial  he  had  made  of  him.  Such  generofity 
was  fhewn  on  both  fides,  that  it  was  no  wonder  a 
firm  peace  was  the  confequence. 

They  continued  their  journey  to  Vannes,  where, 
according  to  the  duke's   orders,   fir  Oliver   dif- 
,   mounted  at  a  convent  of  the  Dominicans,  which 
is  ficuated  without  the  town,  where  the  duke  had 
fixed  the  meeting  to  take  place.     When  he  heard 
that  the  lord  de  Clififon  had  brought  back  his  fon, 
he  was  highly  delighted  with  his  generofity  and 
courtefy.     The  duke  fet  out  from  his  caftle  of  la 
Motte,  for  the  convent,  where  he  and  fir  Oliver 
fiiut  themfelves  up  in  a  chamber:  having   con- 
verfed  fome  time,  they  went  privately  into  the 
garden,  and  thence  to  the  banks  of  a  river,  and 
entered  a  fm.all  boat  that  conveyed  them  to  a  large 
veiTel  that  lay  at  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
which  they  boarded,  and,  when  at  a  difl:ance  from 
their  people,  continued  for  a  long  time  in,  con- 
ference. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  what  paflied  between 
them,  but  I  will  relate  the  confequences.  Their 
friends  thought  they  were  ail  the  time  in  the  con- 
vent, when  they  were  on  fiiip- board,  arranging 
all  things  on  the  footing  they  wiflied  them  to 
remain.  They  were  upwards  of  two  hours  to= 
gcther^  if  not  longer,  according  to  what  I  heard, 
O  4.  and 
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and  made  a  firm  peace,  which  they  mutually  {wore 
to  obferve  mod  religiouHy. 

When  they  were  about  to  return,  they  called 
their  boatman,  who  rowed  them  back  to  the  place 
he  had  brought  them  from,  and  they  entered  the 
church  by  a  private  door,  through  the  garden  and 
cloiflers  of  the  convent,  v/hence  they  foon  de- 
parted for  the  caftle  of  la  Mottc,  the  duke  hold- 
ing fir  Oliver  by  the  hand.  AU  who  thus  fawthern 
were  pleafed  :  indeed,  the  whole  of  Brittany  was 
very  happy  when  the  news  of  this  reconciliation 
was  made  public ;  but  greatly  were  they  fur- 
prifed  on  hearing  how  it  had  been  brought  about. 

John  of  Blois,  count  de  Penthievre,  was  no  lofer 
oy  this  peace :  on  the  contrary,  his  revenue  was 
augmented  twenty  thoufand  golden  crowns  of 
France,  well  and  legally  alTigned  to  him  and  his 
heirs.  To  confirm  and  flrengthen  this  peace,  a 
marriage  was  concluded  between  the  fon  of  John 
of  Blois  and  a  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Brittany  j 
fo  that  thofe  wlio  looked  for  a  continuance  of  war 
were  difappointed.  When  intelligence  of  thefe 
tranfa6lions  reached  France  and  England,  it  caufed 
very  great  furprife*. 

You 


*  When  the  duke  of  Brittany  and  the  lord  de  ClifTon  were 
Reconciled,  they  named  commiffioners  lo  put  their  agreement 
into  a  legal  farm ;  and,  according  to  the  hiftorian  of  Brictany 
often  quoted,  thefe  lawyers  met  at  Aucfcr,  near  Redon,  the  19th 
Oftober  1395.  The  principal  articles  of  the  treaty  were,  that 
the  duke  fhould  allign  over  to  the  count  de  Penthievre  the  lord- 
ships of  Chateauneuf  du  Fxjfe,  Vhel^ouet,   Gourien^  Duault, 
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You  have  before  had  it  related  how  fir  Pefer 
de  Craon  incurred  the  indignation  of  the  king  of 
France  and  the  duke  of  Touraine,  for  his  attempt 
to  murder  the  conftable  of  France,  fir  Oliver  dc 
CHlTon,  as  he  was  returning  to  his  hotel  in  the 
night-time  from  the  king's  palace ;  and  that,  from 
the  duke  of  Brittany  having  fupported  aad  given 
him  an  afylum,  the  king  of  France  had  declared 
war  againft  him,  which  he  would  have  carried  into 
effe6l  had  he  not  been  fuddenly  taken  ill  betv/een 
Mans  and  Angers,  when  on  his  march  to  Brittany : 
but  this  melancholy  event  caufed  the  expedition  to 
be  put  an  end  to,  the  army  to  be  difbanded,  and 
every  man  to  return  to  his  own  home. 

You  have  alfo  heard  how  the  dukes  of  Berry 
and  Burgundy  took  up  this  bufmefs,  and  fliewed 
great  hatred  to  thofe  who  had  advifed  the  king  to 
this  expedition  againft  Brittany,  fuch  as  the  lord  de 


Chateaulin  ia  Cornuaille,  Lannion  and  Chateaulin  fur  Trieuc, 
for  the  yearly  payment  of  eight  thoufand  livres;  that  the  duke 
might  take  back  thefe  lands  when  he  pleafed,  on  giving  others 
of  like  value  in  Brittany  or  France ;  that  the  count  fhould  pay 
obedienee  to  the  duke,  notwithftanding  the  demolition  of  the 
caftle  of  Tonguedoc,  the  reftoration  of  which  he  could  never 
infift  on;  that  the  lord  de  Cliflbn  would  acknowledge  the  duke 
for  his  lard,  but  to  have  liberty,  during  four  years,  to  appear 
perfonally  or  by  proxy  ;  that  all  lands  that  had  been  feized  by 
each  fide  during  the  war  fliould  be  reftored  to  their  refpeflive 
owners. 

This  treaty  was  fealed  and  fworn  to  by  the  lord  de  CliiTon, 
at  Rieux,  the  20th  October .  The  count  de  Penthlevre  fwore  to 
^t  five  days  after  at  Guingamp,  in  the  prefence  of  the  vifcount 
,de  Fpa  and  Henri  de  jutk,  chaniberlains  to  the  duke. 

■      Cliflbn, 
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CUffoni  the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  fir  John  Ic  Mcrcier, 
Montagu,  and  others,  whom  they  made  fufFer  fe- 
verely  for  it  j  for  thefe  two  dukes  had  the  fove- 
reign  government  of  the  kingdom  during  the 
illnefs  of  the  king.  You  have  likewife  heard  of 
the  inveterate  war  that  was  carried  on  between  the 
duke  of  Brittany  and  fir  Oliver  de  ChfTon,  and  of 
their  reconciliation  j  as  well  as  of  the  deliverance 
of  the  lord  de  la  Riviere,  fir  John  le  Mercier, 
and  Montagu,  from  their  confinements.  Mon- 
tagu had  not  fo  many  difficulties  to  encounter  as 
the  other  two  ;  for,  the  inflant  the  king  recovered 
his  health,  he  v/ould  have  Montagu  near  his  per^ 
fon,  and  affifted  to  make  his  excufes  for  fevered 
charges  that  had  been  laid  againfl  him.  You  mufl 
know,  however,  that  this  diforder  of  the  king,  and 
many  of  the  like  kind  that  followed,  (for  he  had 
feveral  relapfes,  to  the  great  forrow  and  alarm  of 
France,)  greatly  weakened  his  power;  and  his  will 
was  fo  little  attended  to  that  the  three  above- 
named  perfons,  or  two  of  them  at  lealt,  very  nar-. 
rowly  efcaped  death. 

Sir  Peter  de  Craon  hearing  of  the  mifcrable 
Hate  of  the  king  and  kingdom  of  France,  far  from 
being  forry,  was  much  rejoiced,  and  made  the 
ftrongeft  entreaties  that  he  might  be  reflored  to 
the  king's  favour,  and  allov/ed  to  return  to  the 
court  of  France.  His  negotiators  were  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  and  fir  Guy  de  la  Trimouille,  who 
would  too  eafily  have  fucceeded  had  not  the  duke 
of  Orleans  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  it.'  He  prevented 
any  treaty  being  made  in  favour  of  fir  Peter  de 
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Craon  as  long  as  the  war  continued  between  ths 
duke  of  Brittany  and  the  lord  de  Cliflbn  -,  but, 
when  they  were  reconciled,  his  hatred  againll  fir 
Peter  was  much  foftened. 

At  this  period,  the  queen  of  Naples  and  Jeru- 
falem,  widow  of  the  late  duke  of  Anjou,  was  pro- 
fecuting  fir  Peter  de  Craon  in  the  courts  of  jullice 
at  Paris,  for  the  reftitution  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  francs,  a  fum  fhe  claimed  as  due  to  her  late 
lord  ;  and  for  that  reafon,  and  to  attend  the  more 
to  her  affairs,  fhe  refided  privately  in  Paris.  Sir 
Peter  found  himfelf  very  difagreeably  fituated ; 
he  was  fearful  of  the  decifion  of  the  parliament, 
for  the  lady  was  of  great  perfonal  weight,  and  had 
proved  from  whom,  during  the  life  of  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  he  had  received  this  fum,  and  for  which, 
as  fhe  maintained,  he  had  never  accounted.  He 
was  ill  at  eafe  on  this  account,  and  befides  knew 
he  had  incurred  the  difgrace  of  the  king  and  the 
duke  of  Orleans.  The  duke  and  duchefs  of  Bur- 
gundy comforted  him  as  well  as  they  could ;  and 
he  was  allowed  to  come  to  Paris,  privately,  where 
Jie  remained,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  re- 
fidence,  at  the  hotel  d'Artois,  under  the  protedion 
of  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy, 
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CHAP.   XXIX. 

THE    KING    OF    HUNGARY  WRITES   TO   THE  KINO 
OF    FRANCE    HIS     SITUATION     IN     RESPECT    TO 

THE  SULTAN  BAJAZET. JOHN  OF  BURGUNDY, 

ELDEST  SON  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY, 
MARCHES,  AS  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF,  AN  ARMY 
TO  THE  SUCCOUR  OF  THE   HUNGARIANS. 

A  BOUT  this  time,  Sigifmond  king  of  Hun- 
g^^y  wrote  very  afFeftionate  letters  to  the 
king  of  France,  which  he  fent  by  a  bifhop  and 
two  of  his  knights.  The  contents  of  thefe  letters 
related  to  the  threats  of  Bajazet,  and  his  boaflings 
to  the  king  of  Hungary,  of  carrying  the  war  into 
the  midft  of  his  realm,  and  thence  to  Rome,  where 
his  horfe  fhould  eat  his  oats  on  the  altar  of  Saint 
Peter.  He  faid  he  would  eflablilh  that  place  for 
the  feat  of  his  imperial  government,  and  be  at- 
tended by  the  emperor  of  Conftantinople  a/id  all 
the  principal  barons  of  Greece  :  each  of  whom 
fhould  follow  their  own  laws,  for  that  he  would 
only  referve  to  liimfelf  his  authority  as  their  lord 
paramount.  The  king  of  Hungary  entreated  the 
kino-  of  France  to  liften  to  his  diftrefs  ;  and  make 
it  public  throughout  France  and  other  countries, 
that  all  knights  and  fquires  might  be  moved  to 
provide  themfelves  with  every  neceflary  for  a 
journey  to  Hung..ry,  to  oppofc  the  fultan  Bajazet, 
and  prevent  holy  Chriftcndom   from   being  op- 
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prefTed  or  violated  by  him,  and  that  his  vain  boaft- 
ings  might  be  annihilated. 

Many  affectionate  expreffions  were  contained  in 
thefe  letters,  fuch  as  kings  and  coufms  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  write  to  each  other  in  cafes  of  neceffity. 
Thofe  who  brought  them  were  men  of  rank  and 
underflanding,  and  acquitted  themfelves  fo  well, 
that  king  Charles  was  much  inclined  to  their 
requeft  j  and  the  propofitions  from  king  Richard 
for  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  profpered  the 
more,  and  were  fooner  agreed  to,  than  if  this  in- 
telligence from  Hungary  had  not  arrived  in  France; 
for,  as  king  of  France  and  eldefb  fon  of  the  church, 
he  was  very  defirous  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the 
evils  that  threatened  it. 

The  fubje<5t  of  thefe  letters  v/as  foon  made  pub- 
lic, both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  move  the  hearts 
of  gentlemen,  knights  and  fquires,  who  were  de- 
firous to  travel  in  fearch  of  glory. 

At  the  time  this  news  came  to  Paris,  there  were 
with  the  king  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy, 
their  eldeil  fon,  John  of  Burgundy  count  de  Ne- 
vers,  who  was  not  then  a  knight,  fir  Guy  and  fir 
William  de  la  Trimouille,  fir  John  de  Vienne,  ad- 
miral of  France,  with  other  great  barons.  It  was 
propofed,  therefore,  at  the  hotel  of  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  who  was  eager  to  fend  affifLance  to 
Hungary,  that  his  fon,  the  count  de  Nevers, 
fhould  undertake  an  expedition  thither,  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  French  and  other  chi- 
7/alry. 

John  of  Burgundy  was  a  cpurteous  and  amiable 
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yoiitH  of  twenty-two  years  old,  greatly  beloved 
by  the  knights  and  fquires  of  Burgundy,  and  in- 
deed by  all  who  were  acquainted  widi  him.  He 
had  mairied  a  prudent  and  devout  lady,  the  daugh- 
ter of  duke  Albert  cf  Bavaria,  count  of  Hainault, 
Holland  and  Zealand,  v^^ho  had  brought  him  two 
children,  whom,  in  due  feafon,  he  looked  to  ally 
nobly.  It  was  hinted  to  him,  to  know  what  he 
would  fay,  that  perhaps  the  king  of  France  might 
feled  him,  to  lead  a  body  of  men  at  arms  to  the 
affiilance  of  the  king  of  Hungary.  He  replied, 
'  that  if  it  were  agreeable  to  his  lord  the  king,  and 
his  lord  and  father,  he  would  cheerfully  accept  of 
tills  command,  which  cam.e  very  opportunely,  as 
he  had  a  great  defire  to  gain  renown.'  *  Sir,'  an- 
fwered  thofe  to  whom  he  had  addreffed  himfelf, 
^  fpeak  iirft  to  your  father,  and  learn  whether  he 
be  willing  that  you  go,  and  if  he  will  talk  to  the 
king  on  the  fubje6l ;  for  without  their  confent  no- 
thing could  be  done.' 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  John  of  Bur- 
crundy  fpokc  to  the  c;:ive  his  father,  requefting 
humbly  his  confent  to  go  on  the  expedition  to 
Hungary,  as  he  had  a  ft^ong  v/ifli  for  it.  When 
he  made  this  real^:^f^,  there  were  with  the  duke  fir 
Guy  and  fir  Will'am  de  h  Trimouille,  fir  James 
de  Vergy,  and  other  knight:,  who,  taking  part  in 
the  converfation,  faid,— '  My  lord,  what  John  of 
Bur"-undy  aCcs  is  very  reafonable,  for  it  is  time  he 
fiiould  receive  the  order  of  knighthood ;  and  he 
cannot  more  honouraL-Iy  receive  it,  than  when 
marching   againft  the    enemies  of   God    and  of 
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otir  faith.  In  cafe  the  king  intend  to  fend  aHlil- 
ance  to  Hungary,  whom  can  he  fo  properly  ap- 
point as  leader  than  his  coufin-german,  your  fon  ? 
and  you  will  fee  that  many  knights  will  join  his 
company  to  advance  their  name.' 

The  duke  replied, — *  You  fpeak  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  we  have  no  inclination  to  check  the 
ardour  of  our  fon ;  but  we  muft  firft  talk  to  the 
king,  and  hear  what  he  Ihall  fay.'  The  fubjeft 
then  dropped  j  but  it  v/as  not  long  before  the 
duke  mentioned  it  to  the  king,  who  inflantly  com- 
plied, faying,  he  would  do  well  to  go  thither ;  and, 
if  he  was  in  earneft,  he  not  only  gave  his  confent, 
but  would  appoint  him  commander  in  chief  of  the 
expedition. 

It  was  publifhed  in  Paris  and  elfewhere,  that 
John  of  Burgundy  was  to  lead  a  large  body  of 
men  at  arms  into  Hungary,  to  oppofe  the  force  of 
Bajazet ;  that,  when  this  was  done,  he  was  to  ad- 
vance to  Conftantinople,  crofs  the  Hellefpont, 
enter  Syria,  gain  the  Holy  Land,  and  deliver  Je- 
rufalem  and  the  holy  fepulchre  from  the  hands 
of  the  infidels,  and  the  bondage  of  the  fultan. 
Knights  and  fquires  began  now  to  colled:  together, 
with  other  gentlemen  who  were  defirous  of  re- 
nown. The  duke  of  Burgundy,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  fon  to  the  chief  command,  paid  greater 
attention  than  before  to  the  Hungarian  Ambaffa- 
dors,  who,  perceiving  the  good  will  of  the  king 
of  France  and  the  nation,  were  well  pleafed,  and 
took  leave  of  the  king,  t\\t  dukes  of  Orleans, 
Berry,  Burgundy,  the  lord  Philip  d'Artois,  count 
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d'Eu  ?.nd  conftable  of  France,  the  count  de  la 
Marche  and  the  other  barons,  on  their  departure 
for  their  own  country,  where  the  king  of  Hungary 
was  greatly  delighted  with  the  news  they  brought. 
In  confequence  of  this,  he  gave  orders  for  large 
ftores  of  provifion  to  be  provided  againft  the  ar- 
rival of  the  French ;  and  fent  meffengers  to  his 
brother,  the  king  of  Germany,  and  his  coufin,  the 
duke  of  Auflria,  for  all  the  pafles  in  their  terri- 
tories to  be  thrown  open,  as  it  would  be  neceffary 
for  them  to  march  that  way  :  he  likewife  ordered 
plenty  of  provifion  to  be  ready  prepared,  on  the 
road  they  were  to  come.  He  fent  alfo  informa- 
tion of  the  expecfted  affiftance  from  France  to  the 
great  mailer  of  the  Teutonic  order,  and  to  the 
knights  of  Rhodes,  that  they  might  be  ready  to 
meet  John  of  Burgundy,  v/ho,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  fummer,  would  lead  a  thoufand  knights  and 
fquires,  all  men  of  valour,  into  Hungary,  on  their 
way  to  Turkey,  to  oppofe  the  menaces  of  the 
fultan  Bajazet. 

While  the  news  of  this  expedition  was  the  mat- 
ter of  converfatioa  every  where,  the  lord  de  Coucy 
returned  from  the  frontiers  of  Genoa,  where  he  had 
been  upwards  of  a  year  negotiating  with  the  Ge- 
nocfc.  Some  of  the  leading  men  in  that  city  had 
inform.ed  the  duke  of  Orleans  that  perfons  com- 
pofmg  the  government  of  Genoa  were  defirous  of 
having  for  their  duke  one  of  the  blood-royal  of 
France,  and,  as  he  had  married  the  daughter  of 
the  duke  0/  Milan,  it  would  be  very  fuitable  for 
him. 
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In  confequence  of  this,  the  lord  de  Coucy  had 
pafled  through  Savoy  and  Piednront,  with  the  con- 
fcnt  of  the  count  de  Savoye  and  the  Savoyards, 
accompanied  by  three  hundred  lances  and  five 
hundred  crofs-bovvs.  Having  obtained  leave  from 
the  duke  of  Milan,  he  continued  his  journey  from 
Afti  in  Piedmont  to  a  town  called  Alexandria,  and 
thence  to  the  frontiers  of  Genoa,  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations with  the  Genoefe,  and  learn  more  plainly 
their  intentions.  By  force  he  could  do  nothing 
unlefs  he  were  very  fuperior  to  the  Genoefe,  which 
was  not  the  cafe. 

When  the  lord  de  Coucy  had  entered  the  terri- 
tories of  Genoa,  which  are  not  eafy  to  conquer,  if 
the  inhabitants  have  any  difpofition  to  defend  them, 
fome  of  thofe  lords  who  had  fent  the  information 
to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  had  been  the  caufe  of 
his  coming,  waited  on  him,  and  with  many  friendly 
cxprefTions  welcomed  him  to  their  country  and  of- 
fered him  their  caftles.     But  the  lord  de  Coucy 
was  as  prudent  as  valiant,  and  being  v/ell  acquaint- 
ed with  the  character  of  the   Lombards  and  Ge- 
noefe,  was   unwilling   to  trufb  too  much  to  their 
offers  and  prom.ifes.     However,  he  received  them 
kindly,  and  treated  them  fairly  by  words ;   for  al- 
though there  were  many  conferences  between  them, 
they  were  held  in  the  open  fields,   and  not  in  any 
houfe  or  caftle ;  but  the  more  he  negotiated  the 
lefs  he  gained. 

The  Genoefe  fhewed  him  every  token  of  affec- 
tion,   and   invited    him   repeatedly    to    come   to 
Genoa,  or  to  Porto  Venere,  but  the  lord  de  Coucy 
Vol.  XI.  P  would 


210 

would  never  put  himfelf  in  their  power.  The 
ifllie  of  his  negotiation  was  unfuccefsful  j  and 
when  it  was  found  he  could  not  do  any  thing, 
having  regularly  written  to  the  duke  of  Orleans 
refpedbing  the  ftate  of  affairs,  he  was  remanded 
to  Paris,  at  the  time  when  tl:e  expedition  to  Hun- 
gary was  in  agitation. 

The  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  were  happy 
at  his  return,  and,  fending  for  him  to  the  hotel 
d'Artois,  addrefied  him  in  the  moft  amicable 
manner  as  follows : 

'  Lord  de  Coucy,  we  have  the  highefl  opinion 
of  your  underftanding,  valour  and  prudence  j  and 
as  we  have  made  John  our  fon  and  heir  undertake 
the  command  of  an  expedition,  which  we  hope 
will  turn  out  to  the  honour  of  God  and  Chriften- 
dom,  knowing  that  you  of  all  the  knights  of  France 
are  the  belt  informed  of  warlike  affairs,  we  beg  and 
entreat  mod  earneflly  that  you  would  be  the  coun- 
felior  and  companion  of  our  fon  in  this  expedition  ; 
for  which  we  fhall  be  fo  greatly  obliged,  that  we 
will  return  it  by  ferving  you  or  yours  to  the  utmoft 
of  our  power,'  - 

The  lord  de  Coucy  replied, — '  My  lord,  and 
you  Madam,  what  you  requeft  is  to  me  an  or- 
der. I  will  furely  be  of  this  expedition,  if  it 
pleafe  God,  for  two  reafons :  firft,  from  devo- 
tion, and  to  defend  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ; 
fecondiy,  from  the  honour  you  do  me,  by  giving 
me  the  charge  of  advifmg  my  lord  John  your 
fon.  I  fhall  therefore  obey,  and  acquit  myfclf 
in  all  refpeds  to  the  bcft  of  my  abilities.     But, 
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my  dear  lord,  and  you  my  very  dear  lady,  you 
may  readily  excufe  me  from  this  weight,  and  lay 
it  on  the  lord  Philip  d'Artois,  cortftable  of  France, 
and  on  the  count  de  la  Marche  ;  for  they  are  nearly 
related  to  him,  and  intend  to  form  a  part  of  the 
expedition.' 

The  duke  anfwered, — '  Lord  de  Coucy,  you 
have  feen  much  more  than  either  of  them,  and 
know  more  of  war  than  our  coufms  of  Eu  and 
de  la  Marche  ;  and  we  entreat  you  to  comply  with 
our  requeft.' 

'  My  lord,'  faid  the  lord  de  Coucy,  '  your  words 
are  commands ;  and  I  will  do  as  you  require,  fince 
it  is  your  pleafure,  with  the  aid  of  fir  Guy  de  la 
Trimouille,  his  brother  fir  William,  and  fir  John 
de  Vienne  admiral  of  France.' 

The  duke  and  duchefs  were  well  pleafed  with 
this  anfwer. 

The  lords  of  France  made  vaft  preparations 
for  their  expedidon  to  Hungary,  and  folicited  the 
company  and  fervice  of  different  barons,  knights 
and  fquires.  Such  as  were  not  afl^ed,  and  had  a 
wifh  to  go  thither,  made  application  to  the  count 
d'Eu,  conftable  of  France,  the  count  de  la  Marche 
or  the  lord  de  Coucy,  that  they  would  take  them  in 
their  company.  Some  were  accepted  :  but  thofe 
who  were  not,  confidering  the  great  diftance  Hun- 
gary and  Turkey  were  from  France,  greatly  cooled 
in  their  ardour;  for,  as  they  were  not  retained, 
they  were  not  fufficiently  wealthy  to  perform  the 
journey  with  credit  to  themfelves, 
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Nothing  was  fpared  in  the  preparations  for  ths 
young  John  of  Burgundy  with  regard  to  horfes, 
armour,  emblazonments,  drefies,  filver  and  gold 
plate,  and  the  duke's  officers  were  fully  employed 
in  the  bufmefs.  Large  fums  of  florins  were  given 
to  the  fervants  of  John  of  Burgundy,  who  paid 
them  to  the  different  workmen  as  they  finilhed 
and  brought  home  their  works.  The  barons, 
knights  and  fquires,  to  do  him  honour,  exerted 
themfelves  to  make  their  equipments  as  handfome 
as  poffible. 

The  lord  Philip  d'Artois,  count  d'Eu,  made 
magnificent  preparadons ;  for  he  was  determined 
to  march  thither  as  conftable  of  France ;  and  the 
king,  who  much  loved  him,  affifled  him  with 
money,  and  he  a6led  in  the  fame  manner  with 
refpe<5l  to  the  lord  Boucicaut  marfhal  of  France. 
The  duke  of  Burgundy,  confidering  that  this  ex- 
pedition would  coft  him  very  large  fums,  and  that 
the  flate  of  his  wife,  himfeif  and  his  fon  Anthony, 
ought  not  to  be  any  way  diminifhed,  bethought 
himfeif  of  a  tax  he  had  in  referve,  in  order  to  find, 
a  fupply  of  money  for  thefe  expenfes.  He  had 
received  from  cities  and  towns  in  Burgundy,  as 
the  ufual  tax  on  his  eldeft  fon  receiving  the  order 
of  knighthood,  fix  fcore  thoufand  golden  crowns: 
but  his  additional  tax  was  laid  on  all  knights  who 
held  fiefs  from  him,  to  attend  his  fon  into  Hun- 
gary, or  compound  in  money.  Some  were  taxed 
at  one  thoufand  livres,  others  at  two  thoufand ; 
fome   at  five   hundred  i    each   according    to  his 
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wealth,  or  the  value  of  the  lands.  Ladles  and 
ancient  knights,  who  were  unfit  or  difabled  to  un- 
dertake fuch  an  expedition,  paid  compofitions  at 
the  duke's  pleafure.  The  young  knights  and 
fquires  were  exempted  paying,  for  they  were 
told, — *  My  lord  does  not  want  your  money  :  you 
mull  accompany  the  lord  John  at  your  own  cofts 
and  charges.'  Of  this  lafl  tax,  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy received  from  the  gentlemen  of  his  duchy 
fixty  thoufand  crowns^  for  none  were  exempted. 


CHAP.   XXX. 


THE  COUNT  D'OSTREVANT,  BROTHER-IN-L  AW 
TO  JOHN  OF  BURGUNDY,  BEING  DESIROUS  TO 
MARCH  TO  HUNGARY,  IS  ADVISED  BY  HIS 
FATHER  TO  ATTEMPT,  IN  PREFERENCE,  THE 
RE-CONQUEST  OF  FRIESLAND,  WHICH  BELONG- 
ED TO  THEM. 

I^TEWS  of  this  expedition  to  Hungary  was. 
"*•  fpread  far  and  near.  On  its  being  announc- 
ed in  Hainault,  knights  and  fquires,  eager  for  re- 
nown, afTembled  together,  and  faid, — *  It  would 
not  be  amifs  if  our  lord  of  Hainault,  who  is  young 
and  promifmg,  were  to  accompany  his  brother- 
in-law,  the  count  de  Nevers,  in  this  expedition ; 
and,  fhould  it  take  place,  we  mull  not  fail  to 
attend  him.' 
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The  count  d'Oflrevant  refided  in  Ouefnoy  at  the 
time  fuch  converfations  were  held,  and  was  in- 
formed what  his  knights  and  fquires  faid.  This 
made  him  the  more  willing  to  accompany  his 
brother-in-law,  having  before  had  fuch  intentions. 
Whenever  the  fubjecl  was  mentioned  in  his  pre- 
fence,  he  difiembled  his  real  thoughts,  by  faying 
little  about  it,  meaning  to  confult  his  lord  and 
father,  duke  Albert  of  Bavaria,  count  of  Hainault, 
how  he  would  advife  him  to  a6l. 

It  was  not  many  days  before  he  fet  out  to  vlfit 
the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Bavaria  at  the  Hague, 
where  they  lived.  He  addrelTed  his  father, — '  My 
lord,  it  is  currently  reported  that  my  brother-in- 
law  of  Nevers  has  undertaken  an  expedition  to 
Hungary,  and  thence  to  Turkey,  againft  the  fultan 
Bajazet.  There  muft  be  grand  deeds  of  arms 
performed  ;  and  at  this  moment  I  am  perfe<ftly 
idle,  knowing  not  whither  to  bear  arms  :  I  wifh  to 
learn  your  intentions,  if  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
you  that  I  (hould  accompany  my  brother-in-law  on 
this  honourable  expedition,  with  one  hundred  of 
our  chivalry.  My  lord  and  lady  of  Burgundy  will 
thank  me  for  fo  doing  j  and  there  are  many 
linights  and  fquires  in  Hainault  who  will  eagerly 
go  with  me.* 

Duke  Albert  replied,  like  one  who  had  well 
weighed  the  fubjed, — *  William,  fmce  thou  haft 
fo  great  a  defire  to  travel,  and  to  feek  for  deeds  of 
arms  in  Hungary  and  Turkey,  againft  a  people 
and  country  who  have  never  done  us  any  wrong, 
ft  muft  be  caufed  by  vainglory  alone,  for  thou  haft 
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not  a  fhadow  of  reafon  to  induce  thee  to  go  thither. 
Let  John  of  Burgundy  and  our  coufins  of  France 
perform  their  enterprife,  and  do  thou  undertake 
one  that  more  nearly  touches  us.  March  to 
Friefland,  and  conquer  back  that  country,  which 
was  our  inheritance ;  for  the  Frieflanders  have,  by 
rebelHon,  withdrawn  themfelves  from  our  obedi- 
ence J  and,  if  thou  undertake  this,  I  will  aflift 
thee.'  This  fpeech  from  his  father  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  count  d'Ollrevant,  and  raifed  his 
fpirit :  he  anfwered,  ^  My  lord,  you  fay  well, 
and,  if  it  be  your  opinion  I  fliould  undertake  fuch 
an  expedition,  I  will  do  fo  heartily.'  By  little  and 
little,  the  matter  was  fo  long  talked  over  between 
the  father  and  fon,  that  the  invafion  of  Friefland 
was  agreed  upon  ;  and  a  circumftance  I  fhall  relate 
greatly  helped  him  in  this  matter. 

The  count  d'Oftrevant  had  at  that  time,  for  his 
principal  advifer,  a  fquire  of  Hainault,  called 
Fierabras,  or  the  baftard  of  Vertain.  He  was 
equal  in  prudence  as  in  arms,  fo  that  when  the 
count  told  him  what  his  father  had  faid,  he  re- 
plied,— '  Sir,  my  lord  your  father  gives  you  ex- 
cellent advice.  It  will  be  more  for  your  honour  to 
undertake  this  expedition  than  to  join  that  to 
Hungary  ;  and,  when  you  begin  your  prepara- 
tions for  it,  you  will  find  plenty  of  knights  and 
fquires  in  Hainault  and  elfewhere,  ready  to  accom- 
pany and  afTift  you.  But  if  you  really  are  in  earneft 
to  undertake  it,  I  would  recommend  that  you  firft 
go  to  England,  to  make  known  your  intentions  to 
the  knights  and  fquires  of  that  country ;  and  to 
P  4  entreat 
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entreat  the  king  of  England,  your  coiifin,  that  he 
would  permit  you  to  retain  knights,  fqulres  and 
archerSj  and  allow  them  to  accept  of  your  pay, 
and  to  accompany  you  from  England.  The  En- 
glifh  are  men  of  valour :  if  you  fucceed  in  ob- 
taining their  afllftance,  you  will  go  hr  to  be  luc- 
cefsful  J  and  if  you  can  prevail  on  your  coufin,  the 
earl  of  Derby,  to  take  part  and  come  wi^h  you, 
there  will  be  fbill  greater  chances  of  fuccefs,  and 
your  enterprife  will  gain  more  renown.' 

The  count  d'Oftrevant  inclined  to  the  council  of 
Fierabras  de  Vertain,  for  he  thought  it  good  -,  and, 
when  he  fpoke  of  it  to  the  lord  de  G  megines, 
he  likewife  agreed  to  it,  as  did  all  who  were 
friends  to  the  count.  News  of  this  was  whifpered 
throughout  Hainault,  and  a  proclamation  foon 
after  iflued,  to  prohibit  all  knights  and  fquires 
from  quitting  the  country,  to  form  part  of  any 
expedition  to  Hungary  or  elfewhere,  for  that 
the  count  d'Oftrevant  needed  their  fervices,  and 
would,  this  fummer,  lead  them  againft  Frief- 
land. 

We  will,  for  a  while,  leave  this  matter,  and 
fpeak  of  others  diat  were  in  greater  forwardnefs. 
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CHAP.   XXXI, 

JOHN  OF  BURGUNDY,  COUNT  OF  NEVERS,  LEADS 
AN  ARMY  INTO  HUNGARY  AGAINST  THE 
TURKS. THE  NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  THE  MAR- 
RIAGE OF  KING  RICHARD  OF  ENGLANGWITH 
THE  ELDEST  PRINCESS  OF  FRANCE  ARE  CON- 
TINUED. 

'T^^HE  knights  and  fquires  in  different  countries 
"^  were  all  alive  at  the  wars  that  feemed  likely 
to  take  place  in  oppoiite  quarters :  fome  made 
themfeives  ready  for  the  expedition  to  Hu 
others  for  that  to  Friefland :  and  whenever  they 
met  they  converfed  on  thefe  fubjecfbs. 

The  count  de  Nevers  was  prepared ;  and  all 
thofe  knights  had  been  enrolled  who  were  to  be 
under  his  charges,  and  to  accompany  him.  The 
purveyances  were  very  confiderable  and  well  ar- 
ranged ;  and,  as  the  honour  of  the  expedition  was 
given  to  him,  he  made  handfomc  prefents  to  his 
knights  and  fquires,  and  gave  them  many  ftores ; 
for,  as  the  journey  was  long  and  expenflve,  it  was 
but  proper  the.  men  at  arms  fhould  be  aided  to 
fupport  them.  In  like  manner  did  other  lords 
a6ti  fuch  as  the  conflable  of  France,  the  count 
de  la  Marche,  the  lords  Philip  and  Henry  de  Bar, 
the  lord  de  Coucy,  fir  Guy  de  la  Trimouille,  j(ir 
John  de  Vienne  admiral  of  France,  Boucicaut 
marlhal  of  France,    fir  Reginald  de   Roye,    the 
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Jords  de  Saint  Pol,  de  Montorel,  de  Saint  Py, 
the  haze  de  Flandres,  fir  Louis  de  Breze,  his 
brother,  and  the  borgne  de  Monquel,  with  many 
more  ;  for  they  amounted  to  one  thoufand  knights 
and  as  many  fquires,  all  men  of  tried  courage  and 
enterprize. 

They  left  their  homes  about  the  middle  of 
March,  and  advanced  in  good  array  by  compa- 
nies. They  found  all  the  roads  open  to  them,  for 
the  king  of  Germany  had  commanded  that  his 
country  and  Bohemia  ihould  afford  them  every 
friendly  afllftance  to  fupply  their  wants,  and  that 
the  prices  of  provifion  Ihould  on  no  account  be 
rai  fed. 

Thus  did  thefe  lords  of  France  march  to  the 
aiTiftance  of  the  king  of  Hungary,  whofe  army  was 
to  have  a  pitched  battle  againft  that  of  Bajazet,  on 
the  20th  day  of  the  enfuing  month  of  May.  They 
paffed  Lorraine,  the  counties  of  Bar  and  Mont- 
belliard,  the  duchy  of  Burgundy,  and,  entering 
Auffais,  traverfed  that  whole  country,  and,  having 
crofTed  the  Rhine  in  many  places,  marched  through 
the  county  of  Ferrette,  and  entered  Auftria. — 
This  is  an  extenfive  and  wild  country,  with  diffi- 
cult pafies  i  but  they  advanced  with  fo  good  an 
inclination,  that  they  did  not  fuffer  from  the  la- 
bour and  fatigue.  The  chief  converfai^on  of  the 
French  lords  was  concerning  the  power  of  the 
Turks,  which  they  feemed  to  make  very  light 
of. 

The  duke  of  Auftria  gave  the  French  lords  a 
handfome  reception  5  but  he  was  particularly   at- 
tentive 
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tentive  to  John  of  Burgundy,  for  the  lord  Otho, 
eldell  fon  to  the  duke,  had  efpoufed  Mary  of 
Burgundy,  his  fifler.  All  thefe  French  lords 
were  to  affemble  at  a  city  called  Buda,  in  Hun- 
gary.    Let  us  return  to  the  affairs  of  France. 

You  have  before  heard  that  the  king  of  Eng- 
land had  fent  as  ambaiTadors  to  the  king  of  France, 
to  conclude  a  marriage  between  him  and  his  eldefl 
daughter  Ifabella,  the  archbilhop  of  Dublin,  the 
bifliop  of  St.  David's,  the  earl  marfhal,  the  earl 
of  Rutland,  (on.  to  the  duke  of  York,  fir  Henry 
Clifford,  the  lord  Beaumont,  the  lord  Defpencer, 
fir  John  de  Roberfat,  and  feveral  more.  They 
had  fucceeded  well  in  the  bufinefs,  and  the  French 
king  made  them  welcome,  as  did  his  uncles  and 
council.  The  ambaffadors  returned  to  England  in 
high  fpirits,  and  gave  the  king  great  hopes  that 
his  willies  would  be  gratified. 

King  Richard  was  not  idle  in  die  bufinefs,  but, 
during  the  following  winter,  frequently  reminded 
the  king  and  council  of  France  of  it,  who  were  far 
from  being  adverfe,  for  they  confidered  it  as  one 
of  the  fureit  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  wars 
which  had  laded  fo  long  between  France  and 
England.  The  treaty  was  carried  on  with  eager- 
nefs  and  frienddiip  on  both  fides  j  and  the  king  of 
England  promifcrd,  from  the  power  he  had  over 
his  fubje£ls,  that  there  fhould  be  peace  between 
the  two  countries.  To  conclude  the  bufinefs,  the 
earl  of  Rudand  and  the  earl  marfhal,  wirh  the 
other  ambaffadors,  were  again  fent  to  Paris.  They 
were  lodged   at  the  Croix  du  Tiroir,  and,  with 

their 
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y  their  attendants,  occupied  the  whole  of  that  flreer, 
and  part  of  another :  they  were  full  fix  hundred, 
and  remained  in  Paris  upwards  of  three  weeks, 
fupplied  with  every  thing  from  the  king  of 
France. 


CHAP.  XXXII. 


THE  QUEEN  OF  NAPLES,  WIDOW  TO  THE  LATE 
DUKE  OF  ANJOU,  OBTAINS  JUDGMENT  IN 
PARLIAMENT  AGAINST  SIR  PETER  DE  CRAON. 

iURING  the  time  thefe  ambafTadors  were  at 
Paris  negotiating  the  marriage  of  the  king  of 
England,  the  dowager  queen  of  Naples  was  alfo 
there,  bufily  employed  in  her  own  concerns,  for 
fhe  was  a  lady  of  great  adivity.  Her  bufmefs  at 
that  time  was  before  the  parliament,  where  fhe  was 
pleading  two  caufes  :  one  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  county  of  RoulTy  againfl  the  count  de  Brianne  ; 
for  the  late  duke  of  Anjou,  her  lord,  had  bought 
and  paid  for  it  to  a  lady  who  was  countefs  de 
Roufly,  fome  time  wife  to  fir  Louis  de  Namur, 
from  whom  fhe  was  divorced. 

The  other  was  againfl  fir  Peter  de  Craon,  from 
whom  fhe  claimed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  francs,  and  which  fhe  proved  he  had  received 
for  and  in  the  name  of  her  late  lord  the  king  of 
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Naples,  Sicily  and  Jerufalem,  on  condition  to  pay 
the  lame  to  him  in  la  Puglia ;  but,  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  king  of  Naples'  death,  he  no  longer  con- 
tinued his  journey  but  returned  to  France,  making 
ufe  of  the  above-mentioned  fum  to  his  own  profit, 
without  rendering  any  account  of  it  to  the  queen  of 
Naples,  nor  to  her  two  children  Lewis  and 
Charles,  but  difTipating  it  in  folly  and  extr^a- 
gance.  This  was  the  caufe,  as  the  queen  of 
Naples  faid,  of  the  lofs  of  that  kingdom,  which 
was  regained  by  Margaret  Durazzo  and  the  heirs 
of  fir  Charles  Durazzo  ;  for  the  foldiers  of  her  late 
lord,  w^ho  v/ere  aiding  her  to  continue  the  war  in 
Calabria  and  la  Puglia,  delerted  her  for  want  of 
pay  :  many  had  turned  to  the  count  de  St.  Seve- 
rino  and  to  Margaret  Durazzo,  and  others  had  re- 
tired from  the  war. 

All  thefe  matters  were  pleaded  in  the  courts  of 
the  parliament  at  Paris  for  upwards  of  three  years : 
although,  fir  Peter  de  Craon  was  abfent,  his  advo- 
cates defended  him  v/ell.  They  faid,  that  in  re- 
gard to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  francs 
which  he  was  charged  v/ith  having  received  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  Naples,  that  king  was  in- 
debted to  him  as  much,  if  not  more,  for  the  great 
and  noble  fervices  he  had  rendered  hi^Ti. 

Notwithftanding  the  length  of  time  this  caufe 
iafted,  it  was  impolTible  to  put  off  for  ever  its 
conclufion ,  and  the  lady  was  very  urgent  that 
judgment  fhould  be  given  by  the  parliament. 

The  judges,  having  confidered  the  matter  well, 
declared  they  would  give  no  judgment  until  both 
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parties  were   perfonally  before   them.     This  was 
then  difficult  to  accomplifh,  from  the  difgrace  fir 
Peter  de  Craon  was  in  with  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  for  his  attempt  to  afiaffinate  the   con- 
liable.     The  lady,  finding  nothing  would  be  done 
until  fir  Peter  was  before  the  court,  perfectly   free 
from  every  other  charge  except  what  fhe  accufed 
him  of,  and  with  full  liberty  to  go  any  where  in 
France,  exerted  hcrfelf  greatly  to  obtain  this   for 
him,  that  an  end  might  be  put  to  her  fuit.     Her 
folicitations  with  the  king,  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
the  count  de  Penthievre,  fir  John  Harpedane  and 
others,  who  had  any  complaints  againft  him,  were 
fuccefsful,  and  he  was  acquitted  of  all  other  charges. 
I  know  not  whether  it  happened  through  diffimu- 
lation  or  otherwife,  but  he  was  fliewn  great  atten- 
tion and  kindnefs   by  the    nobles   and   ladies   of 
France  until  the  time   when  judgment  was   to  be 
given.     He  kept  up  as  great  ftate  at  Paris  as  ever 
he  had  done,  and  was    appointed  to    receive   the 
Englilh   ambafiadors,  and  to    introduce    them    to 
the    king,  his   brother   and  uncles,  for  he  was  a 
knight  perfeflly  well   verfed   in    all    fuch    cere- 
monies. 

The  day  was  fixed  for  the  parliament  to  decide 
on  the  queen  of  Naples'  complaints :  the  fentence 
had  before  been  determined  upon,  and  waited 
folely  fur  the  appearance  of  all  parties  concerned. 
A  great  number  of  the  nobility  attended,  that  it 
might  have  more  authenticity  s  among  whom  were 
the  queen  of  Sicily  and  Jerufalem,  duchefs  of 
Anjou  and  countefs  of  Provence,  her  fan  Charles, 

prince 
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prince  of  Tarentum,  and  John  of  Blo'is,  more 
commonly  called  John  of  Brittany,  count  de  Pen- 
thievre  and  Limoges,  the  dukes  of  Orleans,  Berry, 
Burgundy  and  Bourbon,  the  count  de  Brianne  and 
the  bifhop  of  Laon,  whom  the  queen  had  brought 
before  the  court  on  the  fubje<5t  of  her  claim  on 
the  county  of  Roufly.  Sir  Peter  de  Craon  was 
iikewife  there,  attended  by  many  of  his  relations 
and  friends. 

The  matter  of  the  county  of  RoufTy  was  firft 
dlfpofed  of;  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  was 
folemnly  pronounced,  that  the  county  Ihould 
belong  to  the  count  de  Brianne  and  to  his  heirs, 
who  was  to  have  immediate  pofTefllon  given  him  ; 
but  the  queen  of  Naples  was  to  be  repaid  in 
money  the  full  amount  of  what  her  late  lord,  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  had  given  to  the  countefs  of 
Roufly,  lately  deceafed.  The  heirs  of  the  coun- 
tefs of  Roufly,  to  whom  the  lands  belonged, 
thanked  the  court  for  the  judgment  they  had 
given. 

The  prefident,  who  was  to  declare  the  fentence 
in  the  fecond  caufe,  now  rofe,  and  faid,  'thepai- 
liament  had  determined  that  fir  Peter  de  Craon 
was  indebted  to  the  queen  of  Naples  in  the  fum  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  francs,  which  he  mufl:  pay 
to  her,  or  be  committed  to  prifon  until  it  was  done 
completely  to  her  fatisfadion.'  The  queen  thanked 
the  court  for  their  judgment,  and,  inftantly,  on 
her  requefl:,  fir  Peter  de  Craon  was  arreflied,  in 
the  king's  name,  and  carried  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Lcuvre,  where  he  was  confined  and  well  guarded. 

Upon 


Upon  this,  the  parliament  broke  up,  and  every- 
one returned  to  his  home.  Thus  were  thefe  two 
fentences  given,  through  the  adlivity  of  theduchefs 
of  Anjou. 


CHAP.  XXXIIL 

THE  MARRIAGE  IS  CONCLUDED  BETWEEN  KING 
RICHARD  OF  ENGLAND  AND  THE  LADY  ISA- 
BELLA,    ELDEST     DAUGHTER     TO    CHARLES   VI. 

KING    OF  FRANCE. THE   DUKE  OF  LANCASTER 

MARRIES    AGAIN. SIR    PETER    DE    CRAON    IS, 

AFTER  SOME  TIME,  DELIVERED  FROM  PRISON, 
AT  THE  ENTREATY  OF  THE  YOUNG  QUEEN  OF 
ENGLAND. 

'T^HE  earl  marll^al,  the  earl  of  Rutland,  and  the 
"^  Englifh  ambafiadors  remained  for  twenty- 
two  days  in  Paris,  where  they  were  excellently 
well  entertained  by  the  king  and  his  court :  their 
negotiations  were  fuccefsful,  and  the  marriage  be- 
tween the  king  of  England  and  the  princefs  Ifa- 
belia  was  agreed  on.  She  was  betrothed  and 
efpoufed  by  the  earl  marfhal,  as  proxy  for  the  king 
of  England,  and  the  lady,  ever  after,  was  fliled 
queen  cf  England.  I  was  at  the  time  told  it  was 
pleafant  to  fee  that,  young  as  flie  v/as,  Ihe  knew 
well  how  to  act  the  queen. 

"When  this  bufinefs  was  completed,  and  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  treaties  figned  and  fealed,  the  ambafladors 
took  their  leave  of  the  king  and  his  court,  and  de- 
parted from  Paris  to  Calais,  on  their  return  to 
England,  where  they  were  joyfully  received  by  the 
king,  the  duke  of  Lancafler,  and  the  lords  at=- 
tached  to  the  king's  perfon  and  pleafures. 

However  much  others  might  be  pleafed,  it  was 
not  fo  with  the  duke  of  Glocefterj  for  he  faw 
plainly  that  by  this  marriage  peace  would  be  eila- 
blifhed  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  forely 
difpjeafed  him,  unlefs  it  fhould  be  fuch  a  peace  as 
would  redound  to  the  honour  of  England,  and 
every  thing  were  placed  on  the  fame  footing  as 
when  the  war  broke  out  in  Gafcony.  He  fre- 
quently converfed  on  this  fubjedl  with  his  brother 
the  duke  of  York,  and,  whenever  the  occafion 
was  favourable,  endeavoured  to  draw  him  over  to 
his  way  of  thinking,  for  he  was  but  of  weak  un- 
derftanding.  He  dared  not  fpeak  fo  freely  to  his 
elder  brother  of  Lancafler,  who  was  of  the  king's 
party,  and  well  fatisfied  with  this  marriage,  on  ac- 
count of  his  two  daughters  the  queens  of  Cailille 
and  Portugal. 

At  this  period,  the  duke  of  Lancafler  married 
his  third  wife,  the  daughter  of  a  Hainauk  knight, 
called  fir  Paon  de  Ruet :  he  had  formerly  been  one 
of  the  knights  to  the  good  and  noble  queen  Phi- 
lippa  of  England,  who  much  loved  the  Hainaulters, 
as  Ihe  was  herfelf  of  that  country. 

This  lady  whom  the  duke  of  Lancafler  married 
was  called  Catherine,  and  in  her  youth  had  been  of 
the  houfehold  of  the  duchefs  Blanche  of  Lancafler, 
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After  the  lady  Blaiiche's  death,  aiid  the  duke  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  don  Pedro,  he  ftill  cohabited 
with  the  lady  Catherine  de  Ruet,  who  was  then 
married  to  an  Englifh  knight  now  dead*. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter  liad  three  children  f  by 
her,  previous  to  h  s  marriage,  two  fons  and  a 
daughter :  the  eldeft  fon  was  named  John  lord 
Beaufort  of  Lancafter;  the  other  Thomas,  whom 
the  duke  kept  at  the  fchools  in  Oxford,  and  made 
a  great  churchman  and  civilian.  He  was  afterward 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  which  is  the  richeft  bifhoprick 
in  the  kingdom  :  from  affedtion  to  thefe  children, 
the  duke  married  their  mother,  to  the  great  afto- 
nifhment  of  France  and  England,  for  Catherine 
Swineford  was  of  bafc  extraction  in  comparifon  to 
his  two  former  duchefles  Blanche  and  Conftance. 

When  this  marriage  was  announced  to  the  ladies 
of  high  rank  in  England,  fuch  as  the  duchefs  of 
Gloceller,  the  countefs  of  Derby,  the  countefs  of 
Arundel,  and  others  connc'fled  with  the  royal  fa- 
mily, they  were  greatly  fhocked,  and  thought  the 
duke  much  to  blame.  They  faid,  *  he  had  fadly 
difgraced  himfeif  by  thus  marrying  his  concubine,' 
and  added,  that  *  fmce  it  was  fo,  £he  would  be  the 

•  Sir  Hugh  Swineford. 

f  Froiffart  miilakes  in  the  number,  and  Thomas  for  Henry. 
According  to  Sandford,  he  had  four  children  by  Catherine 
Swineford  : — John  Beaufort,  earl  of  Somerfec,— Henry  Beaufort, 
billiop  of  Winchefter  and  cardinal  of  Beaufort,-— Thomas  Beau- 
fort, duke  of  Exeter  and  earl  of  Dorfet,— Joan  Beaufort, 
C'lantefs  of  Weftmoreland. 

For  further  particulars,  fee  Sandford  and  Dugdale. 
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fccond  lady  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  queen  would 
be  dilhohourably  accompanied  by  her ;  but  that, 
for  their  parts,  they  would  leave  her  to  do  the  ho-* 
nOurs  alone,  for  they  Would  never  enter  any  place 
where  Ihe  was.  They  themfelves  would  be  dif* 
graced  if  they  fuffered  fuch  a  bafe-born  duchefs, 
who  had  been  the  duke's  concubine  a  long  time 
before  and  during  his  marriages,  to  take  prece-*' 
dence,  and  their  hearts  would  burfl  with  grief 
were  it  to  happen.' 

Thofe  v/ho  were  the  mofl  outrageous  on  the 
iiibjed:  were  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Glocefter« 
They  confidcred  the  duke  of  Lancafter  as  a  doat* 
ing  fool  for  thus  marrying  his  concubine,  and  de^ 
clared  they  would  never  honour  his  lady  by  calling 
her  filler.  The  duke  of  York  made  light  of  the 
matter,  for  he  lived  chiefly  with  the  king  and  hii 
brother  of  Lancafter.  The  duke  of  Glocefter  wai 
of  a  different  way  of  thiaking :  although  the 
youngeft  of  the  three  brothers,  he  yielded  to  no 
man's  opinion,  was  naturally  very  proud  and  over^ 
bearing,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  kmg's  minifters^ 
unlefs  he  could  turn  them  as  he  willed. 

Catherine  Ruet,  however,  remained  duchefs  of 
Lancafter,  and  the  fccond  lady  in  England,  as  long  as 
Ihe  lived.  She  was  a  lady  accuftomed  to  honours, 
for  fhe  had  been  brought  up  at  court  during  her 
youth,  and  the  duke  fondly  loved  the  children  he 
had  by  her,  as  he  fliewed  during  his  life  and  at  hiS 
death. 

I  mull  mention,  that  when  the  fentence  of  the 

court  of  parliament  at  Paris  had  been  pronounced 
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agamft  fir  Peter  dc  Craon  in  favour  of  the  queen 
of  Naples,  he  was  confounded.  Finding  that  he 
muft  refund  the  one  hundred  thoufand  francs  or 
remain  his  whole  life  in  prifon,  he  liftened  to  the 
counfel  that  was  given  him  from  the  duke  and  du- 
chefs  of  Burgundy.  They  advifed  him  to  foUcit 
the  young  queen  of  England  to  intercede  with  the 
queen  of  Naples  to  obtain  his  liberty  for  fifteen 
days  only,  that  he  might  feek  out  his  friends  in 
Paris  to  pay  this  money,  or  to  become  his  fureties 
until  he  had  procured  it  in  Brittany  or  elfewhere, 
engaging  to  return  with  the  fum  he  was  condemned 
to  pay. 

The  queen  of  Naples  complied  with  the  requeft 
of  the  queen  of  England,  but  on  condition  that 
fir  Peter  de  Craon  fhould  every  night  fleep  in  his 
prifon  at  the  Louvre.  Sir  Peter  fought  for  aid 
among  his  relatives  in  vain  j  for  the  fum  was  too 
great  for  them  to  advance,  and  they  refufed  being 
his  fureties.  At  the  end  of  the  fifteen  days,  he 
was  forced  to  return  to  his  prifon,  where  he  was 
ftriftly  guarded  day  and  night,  and  at  his  own 
proper  colls. 

We  will  now  fpeak  of  what  actions  and  enter- 
prifes  the  count  de  Nevers  and  the  lords  of  France 
performed  this  fummer  in  Hungary ;  and  then  fay 
fomerhing  of  the  expedition  the  earl  of  Hainault 
and  earl  of  Oftrevant  made  into  Friefland. 
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CHAP.   XXXIV. 

JOHN  OF  BURGUNDY,    COUNT  OF   NEVERS,  PASSES 

THE     DANUBE    WITH    HIS    ARMY. AFTER   THE 

CAPTURE  OF  SEVERAL     PLACES,    THE    TOWN  OF 
NICOPOLI  IS  BESIEGED*. 

/^N  the  arrival  of  the  count  de  Nevers  with  his 
^^^  army,  which  was  compofed  of  numbers  of 
valiant  men  from  France  and  other  countries,  at 
Buda  in  Hungary,  the  king  gave  them  a  moft 
hearty  reception,  as  indeed  he  ought,  for  to  ferve 
him  were  they  come.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
king  of  Hungary,  before  he  took  the  field,  to  ob- 
tain fome  certain  intelligence  of  the  movements  of 
Bajazet  j  for  he  had  given  him  notice  fince  laft  Fe- 
bruary to  increafe  his  forces,  as  he  would  in  the 
courfe  of  the  month  of  May  lead  an  immenfe 
army  to  crofs  the  Dvinube  and  offer  combat  to  the 
Hungarians. 

Many  wondered  how  this  could  be  done ;  but 
others  replied, — *  nothing  was  impolTible  to  man ; 
that  as  Bajazet  was  of  great  valour  and  enterprife, 
and  had  faid  he  would  do  lo,  he  would  furely  ac- 
complifh  it  j  but,  if  he  failed  in  his  threat,  and  did 

*  Nicopoli, — on  the  Danube,  in  Bulgaria,  fixty  leagues 
N.  W,  from  Adrianople.  It  is  famous  for  the  battle,  in  I393> 
between  Sigifmond  king  of  Hungary  and  Bajazet.  Sigifmond 
loft  the  battle  and  twenty  thoufand  men;  but  it  cpf^  Bajazet  fixty 
thovjfand,  who  were  left  dead  on  the  field. 
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riot  crofs  the  Danube,  we  ought  to  crofs  ir,  ^nc( 
enter  his  kingdom  of  Turkey.  The  king  of  Hun- 
gary could  lead  thither  one  hundred  thoufand  men, 
Including  foreigners,  which  was  fufFicient  to  con- 
quer all  Turkey,  and  even  to  advance  to  the  king- 
dom of  Perfia.  If  we  gain  a  viftory  over  Ba- 
jazet,  we  fhall  fo  far  fucceed,  that  we  may  con- 
quer Syria  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  deliver  Jeru- 
falem  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Sultan  and  the  ene- 
mies-of  our  God.  In  the  enfuing  fummer,  the 
Icings  of  France  and  England  will  jointly  raife  a 
large  force  of  men  at  arms  and  archers  ;  and,  when 
they  Ihall  be  united  to  us,  nothing  will  be  able  to 
withftand  fo  powerful  an  army.* 

Such  were  the  converfations  of  the  French  \n 
JHlungary.  When  the  month  of  May  arrived,  be- 
ing difappointed  in  their  expectations  of  hearing 
of  the  march  of  Bajazet,  the  king  of  Hungary 
fent  fcouts  acrofs  the  Danube  to  fcek  intelligence, 
Snd,  at  the  fame  time,  iffued  his  fummons  for  his 
power  to  alTcmble,  The  knights  of  Rhodes  came 
thither  in  numbers  during  the  month  of  May, 
looking  for  the  arrival  of  the  Saracens,  but  no  news 
wa^  heard  of  them.  The  king  of  Hungary,  on 
this,  fcnt  feme  Hungarians,  who  were  ufed  to 
arms,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  be- 
yond the  Danube,  but  they  were  as  unfuccefsful  as 
his  former  fcouts,  in  not  meeting  Bajazet :'  they 
heard  that  he  was  ftill  in  Afia,  at  Damafcus,  An- 
tioch  or  Alexandria. 

The  king,  on  receiving  this  information,  called 
a  council  of  his  lords,  and  thofe  who  were  come 
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from  France,  who  were  eager  to  fignalize  them- 
felves,  to  confider  how  they  Ihould  ad  in  this 
emergency.  The  king  told  them  that  he  had  fcnt 
fome  expert  men  at  arms  to  feek  Bajazet,  who  had 
advanced  far  into  Turkey;  and  that  there  was  no 
appearance  Bajazet  would  this  fummer  put  the 
menace  into  execution,  of  crofling  the  Danube  to 
oifer  him  battle.  The  king  wifhed  to  have  ad- 
vice on  this  matter,  more  efpecially  from  the 
French  lords. 

The  lord  de  Coucy  having  confulted  with  the 
other  barons,  anfwered  for  them,  that  if  Bajazet 
Ihould  have  told  lies,  and  deceived  them  by  not 
keeping  his  word,  they  ought  riot  for  that  to  re» 
main  idle,  but  attempt  fome  deeds  of  arms,  fince 
they  were  come  thither  to  that  effeclj  that  all 
the  French,  Germans  and  other  foreigners,  were 
willing  to  meet  the  Turks ;  and  if  under  the  com- 
mand of  Bajazet  fo  much  the  better,  as  it  would 
redound  more  to  their  honour.  What  the  lord  de 
Coucy  faid  was  approved  of  by  the  French,  Ger- 
mans, Bohemians  and  others,  as  the  moil  advan- 
tageous manner  of  employing  the  feafon. 

Orders  were,  in  confcquence,  ifTued  by  the  king 
and  marflials,  that  every  on;"  be  prepared  by  a  cer- 
tain day,  which  was  appomted  on  the  octave  of 
Saint  John  the  Baptiil,  to  march  for  Turkey. 
Thefe  orders  were  pundually  obeyed;  and  you 
would  have  feen  fervants  bufily  employed  iri  pre- 
paring all  things  for  their  mafters'  wants. 

The  lords  of  France  were  defirous  of  making  a 

handfome  figure,  and  examined  well  their  armour 
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and  equipages,  fparing  no  money  to  have  them  as 
complete  as  pofTible.  Their  appearance  was  grandly 
magnificent,  when  they  took  the  field  from  Buda, 
the  principal  city  of  Hungary.  .  The  conftabie  of 
Hungary  had  the  command  of  the  van  divifion> 
becaufe  he  knew  the  country  well,  and  led  with 
him  a  large  body  of  Hungarians  and  Germans. 
Next  to  him  marched  the  French  lords,  the  con- 
itable  of  France,  the  count  de  la  Marche,  the  lord 
de  Coucy,  the  lords  Henry  and  Philip  de  Bar,  an4 
many  more. 

Witii  the  king  ofHungary  rode  the  greateft  barons 
of  his  realm,  as  was  proper,  and  by  his  fide  John  of 
Burgundy,  who  often  converfed  with  him.  They 
were  full  fixty  thoufand  horfe :  the  infantry  were  few 
in  number,  indeed  none  but  the  followers  of  the  army. 
The  array  of  the  Chriftians  was  noble  3.nd  handfome; 
and  among  the  Hungarians  were  many  crofs-bow 
men  on  horfeback.  This  army  advanced  until  it 
came  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  which  it  croffed 
in  barges,  boats  and  pontoons,  prepared  fome  time 
fmce  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  more  than  eight 
days  before  all  had  pafled  over ;  and  as  they  landed 
on  the  oppofite  fhore,  they  lodged  themfelves  to 
wait  for  tiieir  companions. 

The  Danube  divides  the  kingdoms  of  Hungary 
and  Turkey.  When  the  whole  army  had  croffed, 
they  werp  delighted  to  find  themfelves  on  Turkifh 
groujid,  for  they  were  impatient  to  try  the  courage 
of  the  Turks.  After  a  council,  they  refolved  to 
befiege  a  town  in  Turkey  called  Comedle  *,   and 

♦  Comefte.      Q^NiiTa. 
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made  preparations  to  inveft  It  on  all  fides.  This 
could  ealily  be  done  -,  for  it  is  fituated  in  an  open 
plain,  with  a  river  deep  enough  to  bear  veflels, 
called  the  Me(5te  *,  which  rifes  in  Turkey,  and 
falls  into  the  Danube  near  the  fea.  This  river  Da- 
nube is  very  wide,  and  has  more  than  four  hun- 
dred leagues  of  courfe  from  its  fpring  to  the  fea : 
it  would  be  the  moll  profitable  of  rivers  to  Hungary 
and  the  adjoining  countries,  if  the  veflels  it  carries 
could  have  a  free  paflage  to  the  fea,  but  that  is  im- 
poiTible ;  for,  right  at  its  mouth,  there  is  a  moun- 
tain which  divides  it  into  two  parts,  and  chokes 
the  paflage ;  the  noife  of  the  water  is  fo  tremen- 
dous, no  vefl^el  dares  approach  it,  and  it  may  be 
heard  feven  leagues  off. 

On  both  fides  of  the  river  Me(5te  are  fertile 
meads,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  vineyards,  which  in  favourable  feafons 
produce  good  wines.  The  Turks  vintage  them, 
and,  when  made,  they  are  put  into  goat  Ikins,  and 
fold  to  the  Chriflians,  for,  according  to  their  re- 
ligion, they  are  forbidden  to  tafte  wine  under  pain 
of  death  -,  at  leaft  when  difcovered  fo  doing,  they 
are  punilhed:  they  make  plcafant  beverages  of 
many  other  excellent  fruits  and  fpices,  and  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  drink  much  of  goat's  milk,  during 
the  hot  weather,  to  refrefh  and  cool  them. 

The  king  of  Hungary  encamped  his  array  be- 
fore this  town  without  oppofition,  for  no  one  made 
any  attempt  to  prevent  the  fiege  j  nor  was  there 
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any  perfon  or  army  In  the  place,  from  Bajazet,  to 
guard  or  defend  it.  On  their  arrival,  they  found 
the  fruits  ripe,  which  was  a  great  comfort  to  them. 
Many  attacks  were  made  on  the  town,  but  they 
were  valiantly  oppofcd  by  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  expedation  of  daily  receiving  reinforcements 
from  Bajazet,  their  lord,  to  raife  the  fiege.  None 
however  came,  and  the  city  was  taken  by  ftorm, 
with  great  flaughter  of  men,  women  and  children, 
for  the  Chriltians  on  entering  it  fpared  none. 

When  Come6te  had  thus  been  deftroyed,  the 
king  of  Hungary  decamped  with  his  army,  and 
advanced  farther  into  Turkey  towards  the  large 
city  of  Nicopoli  -,  but,  before  he  arrived  there, 
he  came  to  a  town  called  Laquaire,  where  he  en- 
camped fifteen  days,  for  it  was  lb  long  before  he 
could  conquer  it.  This  v/as  alfo  taken  by  ftorm, 
and  deftroyed.  They  then  marched  to  another 
town  and  caftle  called  Brehappe,  governed  by  a 
Turkifli  knight,  the  lord  of  the  place,  who  had 
with  him  a  ftrong  garrifon. 

The  king  of  Hungary  encamped  his  Hun- 
garians about  a  league  diftant  from  it  on  account 
of  water,  for  there  was  none  nearer  Brehappe  ; 
but  the  counts  de  Nevers,  d'Eu,  de  la  Marche, 
and  the  lords  de  Coucy,  Boucicaut,  de  Saimpi,  de 
Roye,  Henry  and  Philip  de  Bar,  with  more  than  a 
thoufand  French  knights  and  fquires,  made  their 
approaches  clofe  to  the  town.  The  count  de  Ne- 
vers had  been  created  a  knight  by  the  king  of 
Hungary,  on  his  entering  Turkey ;  and,  the  day 
he  difpiayed  his  banner,  upwards  of  three  hundred 
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were  knighted.  Thofe  who  had  advanced  to  the 
town  won  it,  within  four  days,  by  alTiult ;  but 
the  caille  was  too  flrong,  and  refilled  all  their  at- 
tacks. The  lord  of  Brehappe,  whofe  name  was, 
I  believe,  Corbadas,  a  very  valiant  man,  faved 
many  of  his  people  within  the  caftle.  He  had 
three  brothers,  called  Maladius,  Balachius  and 
Ruffin. 

After  the  capture  of  the  town,  the  Chriftians 
were  {even  days  before  the  caftle,  and  attacked 
k  many  times,  but  they  loft  more  than  they 
gained. 

Thefe  four  brothers  fhewed  they  v/ere  men  of 
valour  by  the  defence  they  made.  The  French 
lords  having  well  confidered  the  ftrength  of  the 
caftle,  and  that  they  loft  more  than  they  won, 
faw  plainly  their  attempts  would  be  vain,  and  de- 
camped, for  they  had  heard  the  king  of  Hungary 
was  defirous  to  lay  fiege  to  Nicopoli.  Thus  was 
the  fiege  of  Brehappe-caftle  broken  up,  and  the 
garrifon  left  in  peace,  but  the  town  was  burnt. 
The  count  de  Nevers  and  the  lords  of  France 
joined  the  king  of  Hungary,  who  inftantly  pre- 
pared to  march  to  Nicopoli. 

Corbadas  de  Brehappe  was  well  pleafed  to  ob- 
fcrvc  the  Chriftians  marching  away,  and  laid,— • 
*  We  fhall  now  be  undifturbed  for  fome  time  :  if 
my  town  be  burnt,  it  will  be  rebuilt  and  recover 
itfclf :  but  I  am  furprifed  that  Vv^e  have  no  news 
from  our  fultan  Bajazet;  for  he  told  me,  the  laft 
time  I  fpoke  with  him  in  the  city  of  Nicopoli,  that 
he  would  return  to  this  country  the  beginning  of 
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May.  His  intentions  were  to  crofs  the  Hellef- 
pont,  and  march  to  Hungary  to  offer  battle  to 
the  Chriftians,  as  he  had  fent  to  inform  the  king 
of  Hungary.  But  this  he  has  not  done  ;  and  the 
Hungarians,  greatly  ftrengthened  and  emboldened 
by  fuccours  from  France,  have  croffed  the  Danube 
and  entered  Turkey,  where  they  will  deflroy  all 
the  pofieff  ons  of  Bajazet,  for  we  have  no  force 
to  oppoPr  tiiem.  They  will  now  for  certain  be^ 
fiege  Nic.'^poli,  which,  although  fufficiendy  ftrong 
to  hold  cue  for  fome  time,  mufl  be  well  de- 
fended. We  are  four  brothers,  knights,  and  re- 
lations to  Bajazet:  we  ought,  therefore,  to  attend 
to  his  concerns  j  and,  in  confequence,  I  propofe 
the  following  plan :  I  and  my  brother  Maladius 
will  go  to  Nicopoli  to  affift  in  its  defence ;  Ba- 
lachius  fhall  remain  here  to  guard  Brehappe,  and 
Ruffin  fhall  crofs  the  fea  and  haften  to  find  Bajazet, 
and  inform  him  of  every  thing  that  has  happened, 
and  the  great  army  that  has  invaded  Turkey,  that 
he  may  take  inftant  meafures  to  prevent  the  dif- 
honourable  lofs  of  his  poffeffions,  and  march  fuch 
a  force  againft  the  Chriftians  as  may  conquer  them  ; 
otherwife  he  will  not  only  lofe  Armenia  that  he  has 
won,  but  his  own  territories  alfo ;  for,  according 
to  appearances,  the  king  of  Hungary  and  the 
Chriftians  are  determined  to  attempt  his  com^. 
plete  deftrudion.' 

The  three  Turks  approved  of  what  their  bro- 
ther had  faid,  and  promifed  obedience.  They 
made  preparations  accordingly  j  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  liege  wa$  laid  before  Nicopoli  by  the 
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Chriftian  army,  amounting  to  nearly  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.  Corbadas  de  Brehappe  and  his 
brother  Meladius  gained  admittance  into  the  town, 
to  the  joy  of  the  inhabitants. 

Baiachius  remained  in  the  caftle  of  Brehappe, 
and  Ruffin  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  fettirg 
out,  paffing  the  Chriftian  army  in  the  night,  for 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  and 
crofTed  the  Hellefpont  to  learn  intelligence  where 
Bajazet  was. 

In  truth,  Bajazet  was  at  Cairo  with  the  fultan  of 
Babylon,  to  folicit  his  aid,  and  there  the  Turk 
found  him.  When  Bajazet  faw  him,  he  was  much 
furprifed,  and  imagined  fomething  extraordinary 
had  happened.  He  called  to  him,  and  afked  how 
things  were  going  on  in  Turkey. 

*  My  lord,'  replied  he,  '  they  are  very  anxious 
to  fee  you  there,  for  the  king  of  Hungary,  witbi 
an  immenfe  force,  has  croffed  the  Danube,  and 
invaded  the  country.  They  have  committed  great 
deftruftion,  and  burnt  five  or  fix  of  your  inclofed 
towns  :  when  I  left  Brehappe,  they  were  marching 
to  Nicopoli.  My  brothers  Corbadas  and  Mala- 
dius  have  thrown  themfelves,  with  fome  men  at 
arms,  into  the  town  to  afTift  in  the  defence.  You 
muft  know,  that  in  this  army  of  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary, there  is  a  body  of  Frenchmen  the  moft 
gallant  and  beft  appointed  that  can  be  feen.  It 
behoves  you,  therefore  to  fummon  your  friends 
and'  vaflals,  and  haften  to  Turkey  with  an  army 
powerful  enough  to  drive   thefe  Chriftians  acrofs 

the 


238 

the  Danube;  but,  if  your  force  is  not  very  con- 
fiderable,  you  will  not  be  able  to  accomplilh  it.* 

^  How  many  are  they?'  afked  Bajazet.  *  Up- 
wards of  one  hundred  thoufand,'  faid  the  Turk, 
'•'  and  all  on  horfeback,  armed  in  the  beft  pofiible 
mannef.'  Bajazet  made  no  reply  to  this,  but  en- 
tered the  chamber  of  the  fukan  of  Babylon,  leav- 
ing the  Turk,  who  had  brought  this  intelligence^ 
among  his  people.  He  related  what  you  have 
juft  heard  to  the  fukan  of  Babylon,  who  an- 
fv/ered, — -^  You  muft  provide  yourfeif  accord- 
ingly, and  fhall  have  men  enough  to  oppofe  them, 
for  v/e  muft,  by  all  means,  defend  our  religion 
and  poflenions.'  *  That  is  true,'  replied  Bajazet; 
*  and  my  wifhes  are  now  accompliflied ;  for  I 
was  defirous  that  the  king  of  Hungary  would 
crofs  the  Danube  with  his  army  and  enter  Turkey. 
At  prefent,  I  fliall  let  him  have  full  fcope,  but  in 
the  end  he  fhall  repay  me  fully  for  what  he  has 
done.  It  is  four  mondis  fince  I  heard  of  this  ex- 
pedition, from  my  good  friend  the  duke  of  Milan, 
who  at  the  fame  time  fent  me  twelve  hawks  and 
gerfalcons,  the  tineft  I  ever  faw.  With  thefe  pre- 
fents,  he  wrote  me  the  names  and  firnames  of  the 
barons  of  France  who  were  coming  to  carry  the 
war  into  Turkey,  adding,  that  if  I  could  capture 
thofe  named  in  his  letter,  their  ranfoms  would  be 
worth  to  me  more  than  a  million  of  florins.  Be- 
fides  the  barons  he  mentioned,  there  ought  to  be 
with  them  from.  France,  or  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries, five  hundred  gallant  fquires.  The  duke  of 
Milan  advifed  me,  if  we   had  a  battle,    (which 

will 


239 

will  infallibly  be  the  cafe,  for  I  fhall  march  to  meet 
them)  to  draw  up  my  men  with  prudence,  and  to 
take  every  advantage  in  the  combat ;  for  they  were 
all  men  of  fuch  ability  and  refolution,  that  the 
meaneft  would  not  fly,  to  avoid  death.  They 
have  undertaken  this  expedition,  as  the  duke 
writes  me,  folely  through  valour,  to  do  fome 
deeds  of  arms  that  may  gain  them  renown.  For 
this  I  feel  myfelf  thankful  to  them  -,  and  their  de- 
fire  for  arms  fhall  be  gratified  within  three  months 
from  this  time,  when,  perhaps,  they  may  have  more 
than  fufficient.' 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

A  DIGRESSION  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  HISTORY 
TO  EXPLAIN  WHY  JOHN  GALEAS  OF  MILAN 
WAS  MOVED  TO  GIVE  THE  TURK  INFORMA- 
TION OF  THE  EXPEDITION  INTENDED  AGAINST 
HIM. 

VI/HAT  Bajazet  had  told  the  fultan  of  Babylon 
^  ^  refpeding  the  information  he  had  received 
from  the  lord  of  Milan  muft  furprife  every  one. 
It  was  fuppofed  he  had  been  baptifed  and  was  re- 
generated in  our  faith,  and  yet  he  had  fought  the 
friendfhip  and  alliance  of  an  infidel  king,  an  enemy 
to  our  religion,  and  had  every  year  fent  him  pre- 
fents  of  hounds  and  hawks,  or  the  fineft  linen  cloth 
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that  could  be  procured  at  Rhelms,  Cambray,  or 
in  Holland,  which  is  very  agreeable  to  the  Sara- 
cens, who  have  none  but  what  comes  from  our 
country.  Bajazet,  in  return,  made  him  rich  gifts 
of  cloth  of  gold  and  precious  ftones,  of  which 
they  have  abundance  ;  and  we  cannot  obtain  them 
without  great  rifle,  unlefs  by  means  of  the  Ve- 
netians or  Genoefe,  who  traffic  with  thofe  parts. 

With  regard  to  the  count  de  Vertus,  duke  of 
Milan,  and  the  lord  Galeas,  his  father,  who  reign- 
ed over  the  Milanefe  as  tyrants,  it  is  marvellous  to 
think  of  their  fortunes,  and  how  they  firll  gained 
poflefTion  of  that  country. 

There  were  three  brothers  of  the  houfe  of  Vif- 
conti,  fir  Matthew,  fir  Galeas  and  fir  Bernabo. 
Thefe  three  brothers  had  an  uncle  who  was  arch- 
bifhop  of  Milan  during  the  time  the  lord  Charles 
de  Luxembourg,  king  of  Bohemia  and  Germany, 
was  eleded  emperor  in  the  room  of  Lewis  of  Ba- 
varia, who  had  obtained  that  dignity  by  force. 
He  was  never  acknowledged  emperor  by  the 
church,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  excommuni- 
cated by  pope  Innocent  VI.  who  then  reigned. 
The  caufe  of  his  excommunication  was,  that  after 
being  crowned  at  Rome,  by  a  pope  and  twelve 
cardinals  of  his  creation,  he  gave  liberty  to  his 
German  foldiers  to  plunder  Rome,  to  make  them  ' 
amends  for  the  pay  that  was  due.  This  was  the 
recompenfe  the  Romans  received  for  the  reception 
they  gave  him ;  and  for  this  caufe  he  died  under 
fcntence  of  excommunication.  The  pope  and  car- 
dinals whom  he  had  made  came  of  their  free  will 
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to  Avignon,  and   fubmitted  themfelves  to  pope 
Innocent,  who  abfolved  them  of  their  error. 

To   return  to  the   lords  of  Milan  :  I  will  fay 
how  they  firft   obtained  pofTcfiion  of  the  Mila- 
nefe.     This  archbilhop,  their  uncle,   receiv^^d  in 
Milan  the  new  emperor,  on  his  return  from  Aix 
la  Chapelle  (where  he  had  performed  the  ufual  ce- 
remonies for  forty  days)  with  fo   much   magni-^ 
ficence  and  fplendour  that,  in  return  for  this  good 
cheer  and  for  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thoufand  du- 
cats,  the  emperor  created  him  vifcount  of  Milan, 
and  gave  to  him  the  territory  of  the  Milanefe,  and 
to  his  nephews  after  him,  to  hold  during  pleafure, 
and  until  the  hundred  thoufand  ducats  were  repaid 
in  one  fum.     When  the  archbifliop  died,  his  ne- 
phew, fir  Matthew,  was  acknowledged  by  the  em- 
peror as  vifcount  of  Milan.     His  two   brothers, 
fir  Galeas  and  fir  Bernabo,  wlio  then  were  far  from 
rich,  took   counfel  together,  and  determined   to 
feize  the  government  and  rule  over  Lombardy : 
to  accomplifii  this,  they  refolved  on  their  brother's 
death,  by  poifon  or  otherwife,  and  then  to  unite 
themfelves  fo  ftrongly  by  marriage  that  no  one 
would  dare  to  anger  them. 

After  the  death  of  fir  Matthew,  they  reigned 
with  great  power,  and  were  on  the  beft  terms  du- 
ring their  lives.  They  divided  the  country  of 
Lombardy  between  them :  fir  Galeas  had  ten 
towns,  being  the  eldeft  brother,  and  fir  Ber- 
nabo nine;  and  Milan  was  governed  alternately 
by  them  for  one  year.  To  maintain  their  govern- 
ment, and  fupply  their  expenfes,  they  laid  heavy 

Vol.  XI.  Jl  taxes 


242 

taxes  and  gabelles  on  the  people,  and,  by  various 
means,  extorted  great  wealth  from  their  fubjedls. 
They  had  their  towns  garrifoned  wi:h  foreign  mer- 
cenaries, Germans,  French,  Bretons,  EngHfh,  and 
from  every  nation  except  Lombardy,  for  in  the 
Lombards  they  had  no  confidence.  Thefe  fol- 
diers  were  regularly  paid  every  month,  and  were 
much  dreaded  by  the  people,  for  none  dared  to 
oppofe  them.  When  any  of  the  neighbouring 
lords  ventured  to  refifl  their  encroachments,  they 
took  a  fevere  revenge,  and  deftroyed  feveral,  that 
others  might  take  warning. 

The  inhabitants  of  their  towns  were  under  fuch 
awe,  that  they  poflelTed  nothing  but  through  the 
good  pleafure  of  fir  Galeas  and  fir  Bcrnabo,  and 
thofe  who  were  rich  they  taxed  three  or  four  times 
a  year.  They  faid  the  Lombards  were  too  proud 
of  their  riches,  and  good  for  nothing  unlefs  kept 
under  fubjed;ion.  They  were  indeed  fo  by  them, 
for  none  dared  murmur  or  fay  a  word  againft  any 
of  their  commands.  The  two  brothers  married 
nobly,  but  they  bought  their  v/ives  from  the  wealth 
of  their  people.  Sir  Galeas  efpoufed  Blanche, 
fifler  to  the  good  count  of  Savoy :  before  he  had 
his  confent,  he  gave  him  one  hundred  thoufand 
ducats.  Sir  Bernabo  married  in  Germany  a  filter 
to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  did  not  pay  a  lefs 
fum  than  his  brother  liad  done*.    They  had  many 

*  Gaieas  Vifconfi  married  Blanche  of  Savoy  i  oth  September 
1350. 

Bernabo  Vifconti  married  Beatrix  Scaligera,  through  pride 
ealled  Ilegina,  27th  September  1350. 

AnderfoT^s  Royal  Genealogies. 
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children,  whom  they  married  to  powerful  fami- 
lies, to  add  to  their  ftrength.  Sir  Galeas  had  a 
fon  called  John  Galeas,  and  when  he  heard  that 
king  John  of  France  had  obtained  his  liberty  from 
England,  and  that  he  was  in  great  difficulty  to 
procure  the  firft  payment  of  his  ranfom,  of  three 
millions  of  francs,  he  negotiated  with  the  king 
and  his  council  to  have  one  of  the  daughters  ol 
France  for  wife  to  his  fon  John  Galeas.  His  pro- 
pofals  were  liftened  to,  becaufe  they  knew  he  was 
rich,  and  the  king  was  diftrefTcd  for  money.  He 
bought,  therefore,  the  daughter  of  king  John  for 
fix  hundred  thoufand  francs,  which  being  paid  to 
the  king  of  England,  his  fon  married  her.  She 
brought  him  as  her  dower  the  county  of  Vertus  in 
Champagne.  They  had  a  fon  and  daughter,  and 
the  lall  was  married,  by  dint  of  money,  to  the  . 
fecond  fon  of  the  late  kino;  Charles  V.  called 
Lewis,  who  is  at  this  moment  duke  of  Orleans, 
count  of  Blois  and  of  Valois.  This  marriage  colt 
the  count  de  Vertus,  father  of  the  lady,  one  mil- 
lion of  francs,  with  part  of  which  was  bought  the 
county  of  Blois,  as  you  have  heard  related  in  this 
hiftory. 

The  two  brothers  lived  in  great  friendfliip  with 
each  other,  which  increafed  their  power  j  and 
neither  pope  nor  cardinal,  who  made  war  againft 
them,  could  gain  any  advantage,  nor  any  prince, 
except  the  marquis  of  Montferrat,  who  lucceeded 
through  the  aid  of  fir  John  Hawkwood  and  the 
Englifh  companies,  whom  he  fought  in  ProvencCj 
and  led  into  Lombardy. 
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After  the  death  of  Galeas,  his  fon  John  Galeaj, 
count  dc  Vertus,  reigned  with  great  power,  and  at 
the  beginning  was  much  beloved  in  Lombardy  for 
his  prudent  and  wife  conduct.  He  abolifhed  the 
moft  opprefTive  taxes  his  father  had  impofed,  and 
was  fo  popular  that  all  fpoke  well  of  him  i  but 
when  he  had  fo  far  fucceeded,  he  fhewed  his  natu- 
ral difpofition,  which  he  had  long  reflrained.  He 
laid  an  ambufcade  for  his  uncle,  fir  Bernabo,  who 
thought  him.felf  on  the  beft  terms  with  himj  and, 
when  he  was  taken,  he  was  told  that  one  lord  was 
fuificient  for  Lombardy,  He  could  net  obtain 
any  favour,  for  the  power  was  againfl  him,  and, 
being  carried  to  a  caflle,  was  put  to  death,  but 
how  I  know  not. 

Sir  Bernabo  had  m?.ny  fine  children ;  and  the 
queen  of  France  is  the  daughter  of  one  that  was 
married  to  the  duke  of  Auftria  and  Bavaria.  Sir 
Galeas  feized  ail  the  children  of  his  uncle  he 
could  lay  hands  on,  as  well  as  his  poffeffions, 
which  he  annexed  to  his  own,  and  reigned  in  great 
fplendour  and  wealth.  He  Ihortly  after  renewed 
the  taxes  he  had  taken  off,  and  extorted  money 
from  his  fubjeds,  by  every  means  of  impofition, 
which  made  him  more  feared  than  loved.  He 
followed  the  errors  of  his  father,  declaring  and 
maintaining,  that  he  would  never  believe  in,  nor 
adore  God  :  ia  confequence,  he  deprived  the  mo- 
nafteries  of  great  part  of  their  revenues,  which  he 
appropriated  to  himfclf,  faying,  the  monks  lived 
too  delicately  on  rich  food  and  choice  wines  i  that 
fuch  fuperfluities  prevented  them  rifing  at  mid- 
nigh: 


night  to  perform  their  church  duties,  and  that  Saint 
Benedid  had  not  thus  framed  his  laws  for  their 
condud,  but  he  would  bring  them  back  to  eggs 
and  thin  wine,  that  their  voices  may  be  louder 
and  clearer  to  chaunt  in  the  church. 

Thus  did  fir  Galeas,  father  and  fon,  and  fir 
Bernabo,  a<5l  like  popes  in  their  dominions  as  long 
as  they  lived:  they  did  much  injuflice  to  church- 
men, without  fearing  any  thing  the  popes  might 
fay  or  do  againft  them  j  and  when  the  fchifm 
happened,  and  the  two  popes  of  Rome  and 
Avignon  were  excommunicating  each  other,  thefe 
lords  of  Milan  laughed  at  both,  as  indeed  did  many 
other  great  lords. 

The  daughter  of  this  fir  John  Galeas,  duchefs 
of  Orleans,  inherited  more  of  the  difpofitions  of 
her  father  than  of  her  mother,  who  was  a  princels 
of  France  s  for  fhe  was  envious,  and  covetous  of 
the  pomp  of  this   world,  and  would  gladly  have 
feen  her  lord  king  of  France,  no  matter  how.     A 
fcandalous  report  was  very  current,  that  the  dif- 
order  of  the  king,  which  had  fo  much  diflrefTed 
;he  kingdom,  and  baffled  all  the  fkill  of  the  phy- 
ficians,  was  owing  to  her.     I  will  fay  what  gave 
rife  to  thefe  fufpicions,  and  made  them  the  more 
readily  believed. 

Valentina,  duchefs  of  Orleans,  had  a  handfome 
fon  of  the  age  of  the  dauphin  of  Frar.ce,  and  wh  le 
thefe  tv/o  children  were  playing  together  in  the 
chamber  of  the  duchefs,  a  poifoned  apple  was 
thrown  on  the  floor,  near  the  dauphin,  in  hopes 
he  would  take  it,  but,  through  God's  providence, 
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he  did  not.  The  fon  of  the  duchefs,  thinking  no 
harm,  ran  and  eat  it,  but  he  had  no  focner  put 
it  into  his  mouth  than  death  followed,  in  fpite  of 
every  care  to  prevent  it.  Thofe  who  had  the  go- 
vernment of  the  dauphin  carried  him  away,  and 
never  allowed  him  afterward  to  enter  the  apart- 
ments of  the  duchefs.  This  ftory  caufed  great 
murmurings  in  Paris  and  elfewhere,  and  the  people 
were  fo  enraged  againfc  her,  as  to  occafion  the  duke 
to  hear  of  it :  they  publicly  faid  in  Paris,  that  if 
file  was  not  prevented  from  being  near  the  king, 
they  would  come  and  take  her  away  by  force  and 
put  her  to  death,  for  that  fhe  intended  to  poifon 
the  king  qnd  all  his  family,  having  already  made 
him  fufFer  by  her  enchantments.  What  gave  ad- 
ditional weight  to  this,  was  the  king*s  refufal, 
during  his  illnefs,  to  fee  the  queen,  whom  he 
v/ould  not  recoiledl,  nor  any  other  perfon  than  the 
duchefs  of  Orleans, 

The  duke  of  Orleans,  to  put  an  end  to  thefe 
fcandalous  reports,  took  her  away  from  the  hotel 
de  Saint  Pol  himfelf,  and  fent  her  to  one  of  his 
caflles  called  Afnieres,  on  the  road  to  Beauvais, 
where  Hie  remained  fome  time  without  eYerpaffing 
the  gates  of  the  caftle.  She  was  removed  thence 
to  Neufchatel  on  the  Loire,  and  the  duke  hated 
her  much  for  the  accident  which  had  happened  to 
his  fon  :  his  other  fine  children,  however,  foftened 
his  refentment  to  her. 

Intelligence  of  this  was  carried  to  Milan,  and  fir 
Galeas  heard  with  fear  the  great  danger  his  daugh- 
ter was  in.     He  was  very  wroth  with  the    king  of 
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France  and  his  minifters,  and  fcnt  fir  James  de  k 
Bernie,  with  other  noble  perfons,  ambafladors  to 
France,  to  exciife  his  daughter,  and  to  fay,  that  if 
any  knight  Ihould  accufe  her  of  treafon,  he  would 
provide  a  perfon  to  challenge  him  to  mortal  com- 
bat. At  the  time  thefe  ambafladors  came  to 
Paris,  the  king  was  in  tolerable  health  ;  but  very 
little  attention  was  paid  them,  or  to  the  excufes 
they  made  for  the  duchefs  of  Orleans,  and  they  ' 
received  a  fhort  anfwer. 

When  they  faw  this,  they  returned  to  Milan  to 
relate  to  the  duke  what  they  had  feen  and  heard. 
The  duke  was  more  angered  than  before,  and  fcnt 
his  defiance  to  the  king  and  kingdom  of  France ; 
but,  when  it  was  brought,  the  mofl  gallant  part  of 
the  French  chivalry  had  already  fet  our  for  Hun- 
gary, and  were  now  entered  into  Turkey.  From 
fpite  to  the  king  of  France,  the  duke  of  Milan  had 
formed  an  alliance  with  Bajazet;  and  by  his  means 
was  the  fultan  regularly  informed  of  all  that  v/as 
paffing  in  Chriflendom,  and  the  fecret  hiflory  of 
France. 

We  will  now  leave  this  matter,  and  fay  how  the 
fultan  Bajazet  and  the  Chriflian  barons  aad  knights 
in  Turkey  profpered. 
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CHAP.   XXXVI; 

WHILE  BAJAZET  IS  RAISING  A  GREAT  ARMY  TO 
OPPOSE  THE  HUNGARIANS  AND  FRENCH,  THE 
LORD  DE  COUCY,  DURING  THE  SIEGE  OF  NI- 
COPOLI,  DEFEATS  A  LARGE  BODY  OF  TURKS 
WITH  AN  INFERIOR   FORCE. 

T>  AJAZET  made  no  long  flay  at  Cairo  with  the 
fultan  of  Babylon,  who  promifed  to  fend  a 
great  army  to  his  aid  under  the  command  of  his 
befl  men  at  arms,  that  he  might  fuccefsfully  op- 
pofe  the  barons  and  knights  of  France.  They 
difpatched  mefTengers  on  all  fides  to  all  who  they 
imagined  could  affift,  begging  they  would  exert 
themfelves  in  this  affair,  ^which  was  become  of 
the  greatefl  confequence ;  for,  fliould  the  French 
conquer  Turkey,  all  the  furrounding  kingdoms 
would  tremble,  their  religion  be-  deftroyed,  and 
themfelves  reduced  to  flavery  under  the  Chrif- 
tians,  and  it  were  far  better  to  die  before  fuch  events 
Ihould  happen. 

Many  Saracen  kings  obeyed  the  fummcns 
which  Bajazet  and  the  fultan  of  Babylon  had  fent 
as  far  as  Perfia,  Media  and  Tartary,  and  to  the 
north  to  the  kingdom  of  Le6lo*,  beyond  the  fron- 
tiers of  PruITia.  The  Saracen  monarchs,  having 
heard  the  army  of  die  Chriilians  was  compofed  of 


«  Lcfto.    MS.  Locco. 

the 


249 

the  flower  of  their  chivalry,  felefled  from  their 
own  fed  thofe  of  the  greatell  ability,  and  who 
had  been  longell  trained  to  arms  ;  i'o  thac  their  ar- 
mament was  not  foon  ready  to  march,  nor  their 
purveyances  prepared. 

It  was  the  intention  of  Bajazet  to  raife  a  force 
fufficient  to  withftand  the  Chriftians:  he  there- 
fore began  his  march  towards  Turkey,  foilov/ed 
by  large  companies  from  various  parts.  Tartary, 
Perfia  and  Media,  fent  him  many  valiant  Sara- 
cens, who  were  impatient  for  the  combat,  and 
to  try  their  force  againft  the  Chriftians. 

We  will  now  leave  Bajazet,  and  return  to  the 
Chriftians  who  were  befieging  the  fcrong  city  of 
Nicopoli. 

The  garrifon  was  very  numerous,  and  defended 
the  place  valiantly  againft  the  attacks  of  their 
enemies,  but  exprefled  themfelves  much  furprifed 
that  they  heard  nothing  of  Bajazet.  The  em- 
peror of  Conftantinople  had  indeed  written  to 
fay,  that  he  was  ftill  in  the  country  about  Alex- 
andria. 

The  befieging  army  lay  before  Nicopoli,  hav- 
ing provifion  in  abundance  which  came  to  them 
from  Hungary  and  the  furrounding  countries. 
During  the  fiege,  the  lord  de  Coucy  and  fome 
other  French  knights  took  a  fancy  to  make  an  ex- 
pedition farther  into  Turkey,  for  they  were  tired 
of  remaining  fo  long  ina6live,  while  the  king  of 
Hungary  fhould  continue  his  approaches  to  the 
town.  The  lord  de  Coucy,  as  commander  in 
chief,    left   the  camp    with  about    five  hundred 
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and  as  many  crofs-bows,  on  horfeback,  accom- 
panied by  the  lords  de  Roye,  de  Saint  Py,  the 
governor  of  Beau  voir,  the  lord  de  Montcaurel, 
the  borgne  de  Montquel,  and  fcveral  more.  They 
feledled  as  guides  fome  of  the  bed  mounted  Hun- 
garian fcouts,  well  acquainted  with  the  country, "to 
lead  them  where  they  thought  was  probable  to 
meet  the  enemy. 

This  fame  week,  the  Turks  likewife  took  the 
field  to  the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  men  j  for, 
having  heard  the  Chriftians  were  deflroying  and 
burning  their  country,  they  determined  to  put  an 
end  to  it.  They  colledied  in  the  force  I  have  faid, 
and  advanced  to  a  pafs  through  which  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  the  Chriflians  fhould  march  to  enter  the 
open  country,  for  there  was  no  other  entrance. 
Having  remained  there  for  two  days  without 
hearing  any  thing  of  the  enemy,  they  were  on  the 
point  of  returning  the  third  day,  when  the  Hun- 
garian fcouts  came  galloping  *  to  the  place  where 
the  Turks  lay  in  ambulh.  When  they  thus 
faw  tliem,  they  kept  quiet  to  obferve  the  Chrif- 
tians without  making  any  fally  or  throwing  a, 
lance. 

The  Chriftians  advanced  near  to  the  Turks, 
and,  although  they  could  not  fee  the  whole,  found 
they  were  very  numerous.  After  a  fhort  ftay, 
they  returned  to  inform   the  lord  de  Coucy  and 


*  It  is  in  D.  Sauvage  '  cametoBrechaut ;'  but  the  MS.  in  the 
Mufeum  has  it  as  in  the  text,  and  my  MS.  *  brochant'  ((purring) 
inflcad  of  '  courant.' 
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the  other  lords  what  they  had  feen;  The  Chril- 
tians  were  rejoiced  on  hearing  it,  and  the  lord  de 
Coucy  fiiid, — '  We  mufb  advance,  and  fee  what 
kind  of  people  they  are ;  for,  fince  we  are  come 
thus  far,  we  mufl  not  return  without  offering 
them  combat,  otherwife  we  may  be  blamed.* 

'  You  are  in  the  right,'  anfwered  fuch  lords  as 
heard  him. 

They  then  tightened  their  armour,  regirthed 
their  horfes,  and  advanced  at  a  gentle  pace  to 
where  the  Turks  lay.  There  was  a  fmali  wood 
between  the  two  parties  :  when  the  French  knights 
came  to  it,  they  halted,  and  the  lord  de  Coucy 
faid  to  fir  Reginald  de  Roye  and  the  lord  de  Saint 
Py, — ^  I  would  advife,  in  order  to  draw  the 
Turks  out  of  their  ambufh,  that  you  two  advance 
with  one  hundred  of  our  men,  while  we  poft  the 
remainder  in  this  wood.  The  Turks,  feeing  fo 
fmall  a  party,  will  quit  their  ambufli  :  do  you 
fuffer  yourfelvcs  to  be  purfued,  and,  when  pad 
this  wood,  wheel  round  on  them  :  we  will  inflantly 
fally  forth,  and  thus  inclofe  and  conquer  them  at 
our  pieafure.' 

This  plan  was  adopted,  and  the  two  knights  {ct 
off  with  about  one  hundred  of  the  beil  mounted  : 
the  m.ain  body,  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred 
men  of  tried  courage,  entered  the  wood,  where 
they  hid  themfclves.  The  others  galloped  towards 
the  "Turks,  who  were  much  pleafed,  thinkins: 
what  they  faw  was  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  : 
they  quitted  their  ambufcade  and  advanced  on  the 
plain.       The     Chriftian    lords,    obferving    this, 
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turned  about,  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  pur- 
fued,  but,  as  they  were  fo  well  mounced,  the 
Turks  could  not  come  up  with  them.  Both  par- 
ties paffed  the  wood  without  the  ambufh  being 
noticed,  when  the  lord  de  Coucy  faliied  forth 
with  his  men,  Ihouting,  '  Our  Lady  for  the  lord 
de  Coucy  ! '  and,  falling  on  the  rear  of  the  Turks, 
ftruck  down  many.i 

The  Turks  halted,  on  finding  themfelves  thus 
furrounded,  and  made  the  befl  defence  they  could ; 
but  it  litde  availed,  for,  not  fufpeding  any  forces 
behind,  they  were  thunderftruck  when  they  were 
attacked  on  all  fides.  The  French  difplayed  great 
valour,  and  overthrew  all  that  oppofed  them : 
they  flew  heaps  on  the  field,  and  killed  all  they 
overtook  in  their  flight  like  wild  bealls.  They 
Ihewed  mercy  to  none,  and  happy  were  they  who 
could  fave  themfelves.  After  this  defeat,  the 
French  returned  in  the  evening  to  the  camp  before 
Niccpoli. 

News  v;as  fpread  throughout  the  army  that  die 
lord  de  Coucy  had,  by  his  valour,  overthrown 
more  than  fifteen  thoufand  Turks.  Very  many 
were  loud  in  his  praife  for  this  aftion,  but  not  fo 
the  count  d'Eui  for  he  faid,  *  the  expedition  had 
been  undertaken  through  vanity,  and  that  he  faw 
nothing  praife-worchy  in  it,  as  it  had  put  the  de- 
tachment under  his  command  in  great  rifli,  by 
attacking  fo  very  fuperior  a  force.  It  was,  befide, 
his  duty  (fmce  he  was  fo  eager  to  perform  fome 
deeds  of  arms,  and  had  met  the  Turks  in  the  field) 
to  have  ftnt  information  of  his  intention  to  the 
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commander  in  chief,  the  count  de  Nevers,  who 
was  anxious  to  gain  renown.'  Thus,  through 
envy  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  did  the  count  d'Eu 
Ipeak  of  the  icrd  de  Coucy.  During  the  whole 
cxpedidon,  he  never  had  any  friendfliip  for  him, 
notwithfbanding  he  faw  that  he  was  beloved  and 
refpefted  by  ail  the  French  and  foreign  knights, 
which,  he  imagined,  fhould  have  been  his  due ; 
for  he  was  very  nearly  connedled  by  blood  v/ith 
the  king  of  France,  and  bore  f  jr  arms  the  flower 
de  luces  with  a  bar,  and  was  befides  conflable  of 
France. 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  the  hatred  of  the 
count  d'Eu  to  the  gallant  lord  de  Coucy,  which  at 
lafi:  broke  out,  and  caufed  the  deflrudtion  of  the 
Chriftian  army,  as  you  will  foon  have  related. 

We  will  now  leave  this  fubjeft,  and  return  to 
what  was  paflTing  between  the  kings  of  France  and 
England. 
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CHAP.    XXXVII. 

THE  DUKE  OF  GUELDRES  PREVENTS  TH  EARt, 
OF  DERBY  JOINING  THE  COUNTS  OF  HAIN- 
AULT  AND  OF  OSTREVANT  IN  THEIR  EXPE- 
DITION  AGAINST  FRIESLAND NEGOTIATIONS 

FOR  PEACE  BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND 
ARE  CONTINUED  UNTIL  KING  RICHARD 
CROSSES  OVER  TO  CALAIS,  TO  CONCLUDE 
THEM  WITH   THE   DUKE  OF   BURGUNDY. 

'\7'OXJ  have  before  heard  in  this  hiflory  that 
the  marriage  of  the  king  of  England  with  a 
princefs  of  France  was  nearly  approaching ;  that 
the  two  kings  fhewed  great  atfeftion  to  each  other, 
as  did  the  relatives  on  either  fide^  excepting  the 
duke  of  Glocefler.  But  he  had  no  joy  in  iti  for 
he  knev/  that,  by  this  connexion,  peace  would  be 
eftabliflied  between  the  tv/o  kingdoms,  which  he 
would  unwillingly  fee,  for  he  only  wifhed  for 
war,  and  excited  all  whom  he  thought  fo  inclined, 
to  throv/  every  obdacie  in  the  way.  At  that 
time,  there  v/as  a  kniffht  in  his  fervice  called 
fir  John  Baquigay  *,  a  referved  man,  who  knev/ 
ail"  the  fecrets  of  the  duke,  and  who,  by  encou- 
raging his  warlike  difpofitions,  followed  the  na- 
tural bent  of  his  own  inclinations. 

*    Baquigay. — Mufcum  MS.    Hacquingay.  —  Hafod    MS, 
Laquingay. 
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At  this  period,  the  duke  of  Gueldres  came  to  Engf- 
land  to  vifit  the  king  and  his  uncles,  and  to  offer  his 
legal  fervices,  for  he  was  fo  bounden  by  faith  and  ho- 
mage. The  duke  would  gladly  have  feen  the  king 
making  preparations  for  war,  for  he  difliked  peace. 
The  duke  of  Gueldres  had  many  converfations 
with  the- duke  of  Lancafter  refpefting  the  intended 
expedition  of  the  counts  of  Hainault  and  of  Oflrevant 
againft  Friefland  -,  for  at  this  moment  Fierabras  de 
Vertain  was  in  England,  having  been  fcnt  thither 
by  the  count  d'Oftrevant  to  feek  men  at  arms  and 
archers. 

The  earl  of  Derby  had  been  rcquefted  to  ac- 
company his  coufms  of  Hainault  and  Oflrevant,  to 
which  he  was  well  inclined,  and  had  told  Fierabras 
that  he  fhould  be  well  pleafed  to  go  to  Friefland, 
if  it  met  the  approbation  of  the  king  and  his  fa- 
ther. When,  therefore,  the  duke  of  Gueldres 
came  to  England,  the  duke  of  Lancafler  fpoke 
to  him  on  this  fubjeft,  and  defired  him  to  fay 
what  he  thought  of  it.  He  replied,  '  that  the  ex- 
pedition would  be  attended  with  much  danger; 
that  Friefland  was  not  a  country  eafily  conquered, 
and  that  many  counts  of  Holland  and  Hainault, 
who  in  former  times  claim'cd  it  as  their  inheritance, 
had  marched  thither  with  great  force,  to  bring  it 
under  their  fubje6lion,  but  had  never  returned. 
The  Frieflanders  are  a  people  void  of  honour  and 
underflandlng,  and  fliew  mercy  to  none  v/ho  fall 
in  their  way.  They  pay  no  refpeft  to  any  lord, 
however  great  his  rank  -,  and  their  country  is  very 
ftrong,  furroundcd  by  the  lea,  and  full  of  bogs. 
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iHands  and  marfiies,  fo  that  no  perfons  can  find 
their  way  through  it  but  the  natives.  I  have  been 
much  prefiTcd  to  join  this  expedition,  but  I  will 
never  enter  fuch  a  country  j  and  I  would  not  advife 
that  my  coufin  of  Derby  go  thither,  for  it  is 
not  fuitable  to  him. 

'  I  am  fatisfied  my  brother-in-law  d'Oflrevant 
will  undertake  the  expedition,  for  he  is  very  eager 
to  do  (Oi  and  will  lead  many  Hainaulters  v/ith 
him,  but  there  is  a  chance  if  any  of  them  ever 
come  home  again.' 

This  fpeech  of  the  duke  of  Gueldres  had  fuch 
an  eiTc6t  on  the  duke  of  Lancafler,  that  he  re- 
folved  in  his  own  mind  the  earl  of  Derby  fliould 
not  go  to  Friefland.  He  fignified  to  him  fe- 
cretly  his  intentions,  for  his  fon  did  not  live  with 
him,  and  that,  notwithllanding  the  engagements 
he  had  entered  into,  he  muft  break  them  off,  for 
neither  the  king  nor  himfelf  would  confent  that  he 
Jhould  go  on  this  expedition. 

Thus  did  the  duke  of  Gueldres  prevent  the 
count  of  Hainault  and  his  fon  from  having  the 
company  of  the  earl  of  Derby,  in  which  refpedt 
he  was  not  well  advifed,  nor  was  he  thanked  by 
cither  J  but  he  was  by  nature  all  his  life  proud  and 
envious. 

Fierabras  de  Vertain,  notwithftanding  this  dif- 
appointment,  v/as  not  the  lefs  diligent  in  colled- 
ing  forces,  and  had  engaged  many  knights  and 
fquires  with  more  than  two  hundred  archers.  But 
the  earl  of  Derby  excufed  himfelf  for  the  reafons 
above  mcnuoned.     His  excufes  were  accepted,  for 
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they  plainly  faw,  that  had  not  the  king  forbidden 
his  going,  at  the  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Laneafccr, 
he  would  have  been  of  the  party.  The  king  of 
England,  to  do  honour  to  his  coufin  of  Hainaulr, 
ordered  vcffels  to  be  prepared  in  the  Thames  to 
carry,  at  his  coll,  fuch  knights  as  went  on  this 
expedition  to  Encufe  *,  a  fea-port  belonging  to  the 
earl  of  Hainault,  at  the  extremity  of  Holland,  and 
twelve  leagues  by  water  from  Friefland. 

About  this  time,  the  king  of  France  fent  Waleran 
count  de  Saint  Pol  to  England  to  prefs  forward  the 
treaties  for  peace,  and  to  urge  fecretly  the  king  of 
England  to  its  conclufion.  Robert  tlie  hermit,  who 
had  been  before  in  England  on  this  fubjedl,  and 
willingly  lillened  to  by  the  king,  accompanied  the 
count  de  Saint  Pol. 

On  the  count's  arrival  in  England,  he  found  the 
king  at  his  palace  of  Eltham,  with  his  brothers 
the  earls  of  Kent  and  Huntingdon,  and  his  uncle 
the  duke  of  Lancafter.  The  king  received  him 
with  pleafure  and  kindnefs,  and,  having  patiently 
heard  all  he  had  to  fay,  took  him  afide,  and  re- 
plied,— ^  Fair  brother  of  Saint  Pol,  with  regard 
to  this  treaty  of  peace  with  my  father-in-law  the 
king  of  France,  I  am  heartily  inclined  to  it  -,  buc 
I  cannot  accomplifh  it  alone,  nor  do  every  thing 
myfelf  True  it  is,  that  my  tw^o  brothers,  and 
two  uncles  of  Lancafter  and  York,  are  equally  de- 
firous  for  it  as  myfelf  3  but  my  other  uncle  of  Glo- 

*  Encufe.     Q^  Enchuyfen.     D.  Sauvage,  in  a  marginal  note, 
calls  it  Neufs.     My  MS.  has  Emaife,— «  la  ville  d'Emaife.* 
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cefler  is  violently  againft  it,  and  he  leads  the  Lon- 
copers  as  he  wills,  and  may  attempt  to  flir  up  a 
rebellion  in  the  country,  and  raife  the  people 
againft  me.  Now,  confider  the  danger  I  fhould 
run  if  there  were  a  fecond  rebellion,  headed  by  the 
duke  of  Giocefter  and  other  great  barons  and 
knights  who  are,  as  I  know,  of  his  way  of  think- 
ing. I  ara  puzzled  how  to  a(5l,  for  my  uncle  of 
Giocefter  is  of  fo  referved  a  nature,  no  one  knows 
his  real  thoughts/ 

*  My  lord,*  anfwered  the  count  de  St.  Pol,  '  you 
muft  gain  him  over  by  fair  and  kind  fpeeches. 
Make  him  handfome  prefents,  and,  Ihould  he 
demand  any  thing,  however  unreafonable,  grant 
it  him.  inftantly.  This  is  the  only  means  to  gain 
him  ;  and,  if  you  continue  fuch  conduft  until  your 
marriage  be  completed,  your  queen  brought  hi- 
gher, and  all  affairs  concluded,  you  may  then  fol- 
low a  different  m.ethod  ;  for  you  will  be  powerful 
enough  to  crulh.  ail  your  enemies  or  rebellious  fub- 
jeSs,  as  the  king  of  France  will  at  all  times 
be  ready  to  aflift  you,  and  this  you  may  fecurely 
depend  upon." 

^  In  God's  name,  brother-in-law,'  faid  the  king, 
^  you  fpeak  to  the  purpofe,  and  it  fliall  be  as  yx)u 
advife/ 

The  count  de  Saint  Poi  was  lodged  in  London 
during  his  ftay  in  England ;  but  he  had  frequent 
conferences  with  the  king  at  Eitham,  and  with  the 
duke  d£  Lancafter  on  the  fubjed;  of  the  marriage. 
ii:  had  been  ordered  at  Paris,  as  the  count  told  the 
king,  diat  the  king  of  France  and  his  uncles  would 
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come  to  Saint  Omer,  and  bring  the  young  prin*- 
cefs  v/ith  them  who  was  to  be  queen  of  Eng- 
land. It  was  therefore  their  wifh  that  the  king 
of  England  fliould  come  to  Calais,  and  that,  be- 
tween the  towns  of  Saint  Omer,  and  Calais,  an  in- 
terview fliould  take  place  between  the  two  kings, 
who  from  perfonal  knowledge  would  have  their 
affeclions  much  ftrengthened ;  and  then  there  might 
be  feme  fecret  treaties  made  refpefting  a  peace 
between  them  and  their  uncles,  without  employ- 
ing too  many  perfons  in  the  bufmefs,  before  the 
king  carried  his  queen  to  England.  If  a  peace 
could  not  be  concluded,  the  truce  was  then  to  be 
prolonged  for  the  term  of  thirty  or  forty  years  be- 
tween France,  England,  and  their  allies. 

This  propofal  feemed  fo  fair  and  honourable  to 
the  king  of  England  and  his  council,  that  orders 
were  inilantly  iffued  for  purveyances  of  every 
kind  to  be  made  ready  for  the  king's  voyage 
and  refidence  at  Calais.  Many  lords  did  the 
fame.  The  duke  and  duchefs  of  Glocefter,  with 
their  children,  were  invited  by  the  king  to  be  of 
the  party,  as  were  the  dukes  and  ducheffes  of 
York  and  Lancafter:  this  laft  lady,  being  with 
her  lord  at  Eltham,  had  already  been  afked. 

The  king  and  the  count  de  .Saint  Pol  tra- 
velled together  through  Canterbury  to  Dover^ 
followed  by  all  the  lords  who  had  been  in- 
vited to  accompany  him.  In  truth,  the  count 
de  Saint  Pol,  from  his  impatience  to  carry  the 
news  to  the  king  of  France,  croITed  the  fea  on 
S  2  his 
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fiis  arrival  at  Dover  to  Boulougne,  and  haften- 
ed  tkence  to  Paris,  and  related  to  the  king 
and  his  uncles  every  thing  which  had  pafied 
with  the  king  of  England.  This  gave  general 
fatisfaftionj  and  the  king  and  court  fet  out  from 
Paris,  and  by  lliort  days  journies  came  to  Amiens. 
In  the  mean  dme,  the  king  of  England,  his  un- 
clesj  and  a  large  ti'ain  of  lords  and  ladies,  had 
crofied  the  fea  to  Calais,  v/here  they  were  lodged. 
The  diike  of  Burgundy  came  to  St  Omer  to  prefs 
fcrv/ar-d  the  treaties,  which  were  carried  on  through 
the  mediation  of  the  count  de  Pol  and  Robert  the 
hermit. 

The.  duke  of  Burgundy  was  condufled  by  the 
count  de  Saint  Pol  to  Calais  on  the  eve  of  our 
Lady  the  middle  of  Auguft^  to  wait  on  the  king 
of  England  and  his  uncks.  He  was  welcomed 
witti  joy  by  the  king  and  his  lords ;  and  they  con- 
ferred together  for  fome  time  on  the  articles  for  a 
peace,  to  which  the  king  inclined :  indeed,  to 
fay  the  truth,  he  was  indifferent  what  might  be 
agreed  on,  provided  he  had  his  wife\  When  the 
dijkc  of  Burgundy  had  ilaid  at  Calais  two  days  ne- 
gotiating a  peace^  the  king  told  him  that  he  would 
lay  all  the  articles  on  his  return  to  England  before 
che  parliaments  for  that  neither  himfelf  nor  his 
lords  could  agree  to  any  thing  conclufiive  without 
the  afient  of  the  people  of  England,  and  it  muil 
he  deferred  until  their  will  were  known.  He 
added,  thac  he  himfcif  would  go  over,  and  re- 
tuwg   and  (o  make   one  journey  for   the  con- 
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elufion  of  all  things,  *  That  will  be  well  dom/ 
iTplied  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  coimt 
de  Saint  Pol^  who  returned  to  St.  Omer;,  and 
thence  to  Amiens,  where  they  expected  to  meet 
the  king  and  queen  of  France  with  their  daugh- 
ter, the  future  queen  of  England.  The  dukes 
of  Berry  and  Brittany  were  alfo  there  j  for  the 
king  of  France  had  fent  for  the  laft  mentioned 
duke,  who  came  thither  in  grand  array. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  lords  returned 
to  London;  but  their  ladies  remained  until  they 
fhould  come  back,  which  was  fpeedily  done. 
During  this  period,  the  expedition  from  Hain- 
ault  againfl  the  Frieflanders  took  place,  com- 
manded by  the  earl  of  Hainault  and  his  fon 
the  count  d'Oilrevant.  We  will  relate  the  ar- 
rangement of  it,  for  it  is  now  time. 


S  3  CHAP. 


CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

THE  COUNTS  OF  HAINAULT  AND  OF  OSTRE- 
VANT  RAISE  A  LARGE  ARMY  OF  MEN  AT 
ARMS,  KNIGHTS  AND  SQUIRES,  TO  INVADE 
FRIESLAND.— THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  SENDS 
THEM  ASSISTANCE,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND 
OF  COUNT  WALERAN  DE  ST.  POL  AND  THE 
LORD   CHARLES  D'aLBRET. 

'^T'OU  have  before  heard  the  great  defire  duke 
Albert  of  Bavaria  and  his  fon  WiHiam  count 
d'Oflrevant  had  to  invade  Friefland,  and  to  em- 
ploy their  arms  in  the  conqueft  of  it.  The  knights 
and  fquires  of  Hainault,  Holland  and  Zealand, 
were  willing  to  fecond  them,  becaufe  they  thought 
it  was  their  lawful  inheritance.  To  gain  aflift- 
ance,  the  count  d'Oflrevant  had  fent  one  of  his 
fquires,  a  renowned  man  at  arms,  called  Fiera- 
bras  de  Vertain,  to  England,  where  he  had  been 
fuccefsful :  king  Richard,  out  of  affedion  to  his 
coufin,-  had  fent  him  fome  men  at  arms,  and  two 
hur.cred  archers,  under  the  command  of  three 
Englilh  lords;  one  v/as  named  Cornewall,  ano- 
ther Coileville,  but  the  name  of  the  third,  who, 
was  a  fquirc,  I  have  forgotten.  It  was  told  me, 
and  likewife  that  he  was  a  gallant  man  at  arms, 
and  had  been  long  iifed  to  war  :  a  Ihort  time 
before,   he  had   in  a  riot;  had  his  chin  cut  off, 
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vyhich  was  replaced  by  one  of  filver  that  irz^ 
faftened  by  a  filken  cord  tied  round  his  head. 
This  force  arrived  at  Enchuyfen  in  proper  time. 

To  be  more  particular  in  this  matter,  I  mufl 
fay  that  I  was  informed  duke  Albert  held  many 
confultations  with  his  fon,  the  count  d^Oftrevanr^ 
and  they  called  into  their  councils  a  noble  and 
valiant  fquire,  named  William  de  Croembourg*, 
who  earneftly  exhorted  them  to  the  war,  for  he 
mortally  hated  the  Frieflanders.  He  had  done 
them  fome  mifchief,  and  did  them  much  morc^ 
as  you  fhall  hear. 

Duke  Albert  of  Bavaria  iet  out  from  the  Hague 
in  company  with  his  fon,  the  count  d'Oftrevantj  for 
Hainaultj  and  convened  the  flates  of  that  country 
at  Mons,  who  readily  obeyed  the  fummons  of 
their  lord.  He  laid  before  them  his  wiili  to  in- 
vade Fricfland,  and  remonllrated  on  his  right  to 
do  fo,  and  the  lawful  claim  he  had  on  it.  In 
proof  of  thisj  he  had  read  to  them  certain  let- 
ters patent,  apoftolical  and  imperial,  authentically 
fealed  with  lead  and  gold,  which  evidentiy  fhewed 
his  right  over  that  country.  The  duke  addrefled 
the  meeting, — '  My  lords,  and  valiant  men  our 
fubjedls,  you  know  that  every  one  ought  to 
guard  and  defend  his  inheritance,  and  that  man, 
in  the  defence  of  himfelf  or  country,  has  a  riglit 
to  make  war.  You  know  alfo,  that  the  Frieflanders. 
ought  to  acknowledge  themfelves  our  fubjefts,  but 

'    *  Croembourg. — In  my  MS.  Croemebourc.     Mufeum  MS. 
Curembourch. 
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they   are    rebellious   againfl  us,   and   againft  our 
righcs,  like  men  without  law  or  religion. 

*  Notwithltanding  the  juftice  of  our  claim,  we 
cannot,  my  very  dear  lords,  without  your  per- 
fonal  and  pecuniary  aid,  attempt  to  make  thefe 
people  lillen  to  reafon.  We  therefore  entreat  your 
affiHance  in  this  neceffity,  both  perfonal  and  pecu- 
niary, that  we  may  fubjugate  thefe  difobedient 
Frieflanders  to  our  will.' 

To  this  remonftrance  the  three  eftates  unani- 
moufly  aflented ;  and,  as  they  were  always  in- 
clined to  comply  with  the  defires  of  their  lord, 
they  prefented  duke  Albert,  from  the  country  of 
Hainaulr,  the  fum  of  tiiirty  thoufand  francs  in 
ready  money,  without  including  the  town  of  Va- 
lenciennes. This  tov/n  performed  equally  well 
its  'j.uiy,  for  duke  Albert,  attended  by  his  fon, 
went  thidicr,  and  made  a  fimilar  requefi:  to  what 
he  had  done  fo  fuccefsfully  at  Mons. 

Thefe  two  valiant  princes  w^ere  very  joyful  to 
fee  their  fubjecls  fo  forward  to  affift  their  war, 
as  it  affured  them  they  were  well  beloved  by 
them.  Since  they  had  now  a  fufficiency  of  mo- 
ney, they  refolved  to  inform  the  king  of  France 
of  their  intended  expedition,  and  to  requefl  aid 
from  him.  Two  prudent  and  valiant  knights,  the 
lord  de  Ligne  and  the  lord  de  Jumont,  were  fent 
thither,  and  acquitted  themfclves  well,  for  they 
were  much  in  favour  with  the  French,  efpecially 
the  lord  de  Ligne,  whom  the  king,  from  his  par- 
tiality to  him,  had  made  one  of  his  cham.ber- 
lains.     lie  propofed  to  the  king  of  France  the 
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>equeft  of  his  lord,  dulce  Albert  of  Bavaria,  ib 
eloquently,  that  he  and  iiis  council  promifed  th-? 
affiftance  he  required.  The  duke  of  B-Mgundf 
v/as  urgent  for  ics  being  granted,  becaufe  his  daugh- 
ter having  married  the  duke's  fon,  he  thought, 
if  the  expedition  were  fuccefsful,  it  would  be  for 
the  advantage  of  the  count  d'Ollrevsnt. 

Many  of  the  great  barons  difapproved  of  it, 
and  fpoke  againft  it,  faying, — ^  How  can  thefe 
Hainaulters  come  hither  to  foiicit  aid  from  our 
king,  when  they  have  already  been  to  alk  the 
fame  from  the  Englifh  ?  Have  we  not  lately  feen 
that  the  count  d'Oflrevant  has  accepted  of  the 
order  of  the  Garter,  which  is  the  Englifh  device  ? 
Has  he  fhewn,  by  fo  doing,  any  very  great  af- 
fection for  France  ?'  But  others,  who  were  better 
informed,  replied, — '  My  fair  firs,  you  are  wrong 
to  talk  thus  :  if  the  count  d'Oftrevant  has  accepted 
the  Garter,  it  was  not  to  ally  himfelf  with  Eng- 
land ;  for  he  is  too  flrongly  connected  with  the 
French.  Is  it  not  true  that  he  has  married  the 
lady  Catherine,  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ? 
and  is  not  this  a  better  and  more  valuable  alliance 
than  the  blue  Garter  ?  Never,  therefore,  fay  that 
he  will  not  prefer  doing  fervices  to  the  French  ra- 
ther than  to  the  EnglifhV  *''^he  king  will  honour 
himfelf  and  exalt  the  French  name,  if  he  give 
him  the  aid  he  has  been  wifely  advifed  to  afford.' 

Thus  did  the  French  converfe  on  thefe  mat- 
ters, Vv'hich  made  a  great  noife  in  France,  for 
nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  deeds  of  arms  that 
were   to  be  performed   in  Elungary   or  Turkey 
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againfc  Bajazet,  and  in  Friefland  againft  the 
Frleflanders.  The  king  of  France  did  not  delay 
raifmg  an  army  of  five  hundred  lances,  compofed 
of  Picards  and  French,  and  gave  the  command  of 
them  to  the  count  Waleran  de  St.  Pol  and  the  lord 
Charles  d'Albret,  two  knights  that  were  well  qua- 
liiied  for  the  bufmefs.  They  were  to  lead  this 
body  of  men  to  the  town  of  Enchuyfen  in  lower 
Friefland,  as  that  was  the  place  of  afTembly  for 
the  whole  army,  and  they  were  to  embark  there 
for  upper  Friefland,  which  they  did. 

When  the  two  valiant  knights,  the  lord  de  Ligne 
and  the  lord  de  Jumont,  faw  the  good  inclination 
of  the  king,  aiTd  were  afilired  that  every  order  had 
been  given,  and  the  pay  ilTued  for  the  men  at  arms 
who  were  to  be  fcnt  to  aflifl  the  count  of  Hainault, 
they  took  leave  of  the  king  of  France,  and,  thank- 
ing him  for  his  friendfhip  to  their  lords,  returned  to 
Hainault,  to  relate  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria  and  the 
count  d'Oftrevant  how  fuccefsful  they  had  been. 
They  were  received  with  the  honours  they  had 
deferved,  and  detailed  the  courteous  anfwers  they 
received  from  the  king  of  France  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  who  had  feafted  them  grandly,  and  the 
rich  prefents  that  were  given  them,  for  which  they 
thanked  the  duke  anitrhis  fon,  as  it  was  from  af- 
fecftion  to  them  they  had  been  fliewn  fuch  courtefy. 
The  whole  would  be  too  long  to  relate  :  w^e  v/ill 
therefore  pafs  it  over,  and  come  to  the  principal 
matter. 

Duke  Albert,  on  hearing  that  the  king  of  France 
was  to  fend  to  his  afliftance  five  hundred  lances, 
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afTembled  all  his  barons  and  vafTals  of  Hainauli:, 
The  aflembly  confided  of  the  lord  de  Vertain,  fe- 
nefchal  of  Hainault,  a  very  valiant  man  and  re- 
nowned in  arms;  the  lords  de  Ligne  and  de  Go- 
megines,  whom  he  appointed  marfhals  of  his  army; 
the  lords  de  Havreth,  Michelet  de  Ligne,  de  La- 
lain,  de  Hordaing,  de  Chin,  de  Caiicain,  du  Quef- 
noy,  de  Fleron,  his  brother  John,  the  lords  de 
BoufTet,  de  Jumont,  (who  were  knights  always 
eager  to  meet  their  enemies,  but  at  this  time  they 
had  bleared  eyes,  red  as  crimfon)  Robert  le  Roux; 
the  lords  de  Monthiaux,  de  Fontaines,  de  Seulles_, 
the  lords  James  de  Sars,  WiUiam  de  Hermes,  and 
Pinchart  his  brother;  the  lords  de  Lens,  de 
Verlammonr,  Anfeaux  de  TrafTeigines,  Odes  de 
Seauffines  and  his  brother  Gerard  j  the  lord  de 
I(5tre,  his  brother  John :  fir  Anfeaux  de  Sars, 
Bridaux  de  Montlgny,  Daniaux  de  la  PouUe,  Guy 
de  la  Poulle ;  the  lord  de  Mailing ;  fir  Floridas 
de  Villiers,  who  was  a  moil  valiant  knight,  and 
had  gained  great  renown  for  his  gallant  deeds  of 
arms  againft  the  Turks  and  Saracens  in  the  Holy 
Land;  fir  Euflace  de  Vertain,  fir  Fierabras  de 
Vertain,  who  was  but  jufl  returned  from  England, 
and  rejoiced  his  lord  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  miffion 
there  ;  the  lord  de  Ofteven,  fir  RalTe  de  Montigny, 
Thuq  de  Merfe  ;  the  lord  de  Rorfin,  fir  John 
d'Andregines,  Perfant  his  brother,  and  great 
numbers  of  other  gentlemen  and  fquires,  whom, 
having  affembled  in  his  hall  at  Mons,  he  addreffed, 
faying,  '  that  he  hoped  they  would  ail  arm,  and 
provide  themfelves  v/ith  followers  and  every  ne- 
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tefTary,  each  according  to  his  power^  to  afilft 
hitn  in  his  intended  expedition  againft  Friefland  j 
and  that,  out  of  affedlion  to  him,  and  regard  to 
their  own  honour  and  renown,  they  would  ac- 
company him  to  his  town  of  Enchuyfen,  in 
lower  Friefland,  and  to  Meemelie  *,  and  thence 
embark  with  him  for  upper  Friefland,  where  he 
propofed  being,  if  it  pleafed  God,  by  the  middle 
of  Auguit  enfuing,  and  that  he  would  wait  for 
them  in  one  or  other  of  the  two  before-mentioned 
towns ;  that  it  was  his  intention  to  go  thither  be- 
forehand to  make  the  neceflary  preparations,  and 
to  receive  his  men  at  arms,  and  fuch  Hollanders 
and  Zealanders  as  would  be  induced  to  enter  his 
fervice,  and  aid  him  to  the  accomplilhment  of  his 
purpofcs.' 

All  the  knights,  fquires  and  lords  in  Hainault  in- 
flantly  complied  with  his  requeft,  and  promifed 
him  their  fervices  like  loyal  valTals.  Duke  Al- 
bert and  the  count  d'Oflrevant  found  them  punc- 
tual in  the  performance  of  their  promifes,  and 
they  made  themfelves  fpeedily  ready,  fo  that  about 
the  beginning  of  Augufl  of  the  year  1396,  they 
aifembled,  and  marched  off  in  companies,  hand- 
fomely  arrayed,  towards  Antwerp,  where  they 
were  to  embark  for  Enchuyfen,  the  general  ren- 
dezvous. 

You  may  fuppofe,  that  when  all  thefe  prepa- 
rations were  making  for  the  departure  of  fo  many 

*  Meemelie. — Britilh  Mufeum  MS.  Mctenelich.  Hafod  MS. 
Metmelic.  Q;_  if  not  Medendric,  which  is  not  far  from  En- 
chuyfen. 
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knights  and  fquires,  the  ladies  and  damfels  were 
not  in  high  fpirits.  We  mufl  allow  they  were  very 
much  caft  down,  for  they  faw  their  fathers,  bro- 
thers, uncles,  hulbands  and  lovers,  going  on  a  dan- 
gerous expedition,  not  having  forgotten  how,  in 
former  times,  the  Hainaulters  with  count  William 
had  remained  on  the  field  of  battle  in  Friefland. 
They  were  therefore  fearful  that  what  had  happen- 
ed to  their  predeceffors  might  befal  them,  and 
loudly  praifed  the  duchefs  of  Brabant  for  having 
forbidden  any  gentleman  or  others  of  her  country 
to  take  part  in  this  expedition. 

The  ladies  frequently  prefled  their  lovers  and 
friends  to  decline  going,  and  many  meetings  were 
liolden,  but  to  little  purpofe.  They  were  particu- 
larly angry  with  Fierabras  baftard  de  Vertain,  for 
they  faid  he  was  the  principal  promoter  of  this  ex- 
pedition. 

Duke  Albert  and  his  fon,  on  leaving  Mons  after 
the  promife  of  the  Hainaulters  to  affill  them,  re- 
turned to  Zealand,  and  made  fimilar  requefts  to  the 
Zealanders,  who  in  like  manner  complied;  and  the 
lord  de  la  Vere,  fir  Fioris  de  Boeflel,  Floris  d' Abel, 
the  lord  de  Zenemberge,  fir  Clais  de  Boyfel  and 
Philip  de  Cortien,  were  very  inftrumental  in  for- 
warding the  bufmefs.  They  as  well  as  many  other 
gentlemen  inilantly  armed,  and  put  themfelves  in 
iiandfome  array,  plainly  fhewing  they  were  defirous 
CO  gain  renowno 
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CHAP.   XXXIX. 

THE     EARL      OF      HAINAULT      LANDS     WITH     HIS 

ARMY    IN    FRIESLAND. HE      DEFEATS     THE 

FRIESLANDERS  IN  BATTLE,  BUT  IS  NEVER- 
THELES  FORCED  TO  RETIRE  TO  HOLLAND, 
TO  PASS  THE  WINTER,  WITHOUT  HAVING 
GAINED   ANY   THING    IN   FRIESLAND. 

*HE  duke  of  Bavaria  and  his  fon,  having 
been  fo  fuccefsfui  in  Hainauk  and  Zealand, 
made  the  fame  rcquefts  to  the  Hollanders,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  barons  and  chief  towns.  To  fay 
the  truth,  the  Hollanders  v/ere  much  pleafed  to 
hear  war  was  about  to  be  made  on  the  Frieflanders  t 
they  hated  them,  particularly  the  knights  and 
fquires,  for  there  was  a  continual  warfare  carried, 
on,  and  they  mutually  plundered  each  other  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  two  countries.  When  the 
great  lords  in  Holland,  fuch  as  the  lord  d'Atrel 
and  other  gallant  knights  and  fquires,  heard  the 
fupplications  of  their  princes,  duke  ^A^lbert  and 
his  fon  count  William,  they  immediately  offered 
their  fcrvices,  and  promifed  them  every  afliflance. 
They  were  fpeedily  armed,  and  the  principal  towns 
fupplied  them  with  a  large  body  of  crofs-bows, 
pikemen  and  men  at  arms.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fjre  they  wj?re  all  affembled  at  Enchuyfen,  where 
veflels  had  been  provided  to  carry  them  to  Frief- 
land.     They  v/ere  fo  numerous,  they  were  faid  to 
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be  thirty  thoufand  failors,  and  that  the  town  of 
Harlem  alone  had  fupplied  twelve  hundred.  Thefe 
vefTels  were  amply  freighted  with  warlike  llores  and 
other  necelTaries.  You  may  imagine  the  grief  of 
the  ladies  and  damfels  in  Holland  and  Zealand  was 
not  lefs  than  thofe  of  Hainault,  when  they  found 
their  lovers  and  relations  were  engaged  in  this 
war.  Their  anger  fell  chiefly  on  the  lord  de 
Cruembourg,  becaufe  they  thought  he  had  been 
the  great  advifer  of  duke  Albert  in  the  matt&r, 
and  on  the  lord  de  Merebbede.  This  lafl  was 
eager  for  revenge  on  the  Frieflanders  for  the  in- 
juries they  had  done  him :  in  the  before  men- 
tioned battle,  when  count  William  was  unfor- 
tunately fiain,  he  had  loft  three  and  thirty  of  his 
relations,  bearing  his  arms  on  their  coats,  with  fir 
Daniel  de  Merebbede  their  leader  j  none  of  whom 
would  the  Frieflanders  ranfom.  Thefe  two  lords, 
therefore,  were  afraid  to  appear  before  the  prin- 
cefles  and  ladies  of  duke  Albert's  court. 

In  a  fliort  time,  the  whole  army  was  aflembled : 
the  Englifli  came  firfl:,  next  the  Hainaulters  in  very 
handfome  array,  under  the  command  of  the  lord 
fenefchal  de  Jumont,  and  the  lord  de  Gomegines, 
who  was  marflial ;  then  the  Hollanders  and  Zea- 
landers :  but  the  French  did  not  come  fo  foon 
as  expefted,  which  delayed  the  embarkation  eleven 
days.  During  this  interval,  there  arofe  a  quarrel 
between  the  Englifli  and  Hollanders;  and,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  count  d'Ofl:revant,  the  Eng- 
lifli would  have  been  flain.  The  quarrel  was  made 
op  I  and   the  French  arrived,  to  the  joy  of  all, 
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for  they  confided  of  a  well-appointed  body  of  men 
St  arms. 

Every  one  was  now  ordered  inftantly  to  em- 
barlv,  which  being  clone,  they  hoified  fail,  recom- 
mended  thenifelves  to  God,  and  put  to  fea.  The 
water  was  fmooch,  and  feemed  co  take  pleafure  in 
bearing  them.  There  were  fuch  numbers  of  vef- 
fels  that,  had  they  been  arranged  in  a  line  from 
Enchuyfen  to  Kiiynder  (which  is  in  upper  Frief- 
land,  and  where  tiiey  intended  to  land),  though 
twelve  leagues  diftant,  the  whole  fea  would  have 
been  covered  j  but  they  failed  in  one  body. 

We  will  for  a  while  leave  them,  and  fpeak 
of  the  Frieflanders,  who,  as  I  was  informed,  had 
been  long  acquainted  with  duke  Albert's  intention 
of  marching  againft  them  with  a  powerful  army. 
They  held  many  councils  on  the  fubjeft,  and  de- 
termined to  combat  their  enemies  at  the  very  mo- 
ment of  their  landing  -,  for  they  faid  they  fhould 
prefer  death  Vvith  liberty,  to  being  flavesj  and 
would  never  quit  the  battle  while  alive.  They 
alfo  refolved  not  to  accept  of  ranfoms  for  any  per- 
fcn,  however  high  his  rank,  but  to  put  their  pri- 
foners  to  death,  or  keep  them  in  banifliment  from 
their  own  countries. 

Among  thefe  was  a  Frieflander  of  high  birth 
and  renov/n  :  he  was  of  great  ftrength  and  ftature, 
for  he  was  taller  by  a  head  than  all  his  country- 
men. His  name  was  Yves  Joverej  but  the  Hol- 
landers, Zeaianders  and  Hainaulters  called  him 
*  The  great  Frieflander.'  This  valiant  man  had 
gained  much  reputation  in  Pruitia,  Hungary,  Tur- 
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key,  Rhodes  and  Cyprus,  where  he  had  performed 
fiich  deeds  of  valour  that  he  was  much  fpoken  of. 
When  he  heard  his  countrymen  thus  readily  refolve 
on  batiie,  he  addrelTed  them, — *  O  ye  noble  men, 
and  free  Frieflanders,  know  that  there  is  no  fortune 
liable.     If  in  former  times   you   have,   by  your 
prowefs,   conquered  the  Hainaulteis,  Hollanders 
and  Zealanders,  thofe  who  are  now  about  to  invade 
us  are  men  expert  in  war,  and  be  afiured  tliey  will 
aft  otherwife  than  their  predeceflbrs  :  you  will  fee 
they  will  not  fly,  but  fight  with  the  utmoft  pru- 
dence.    I   would  therefore  advife   that  v/e  fufFer 
them  to  land  and  make  what  progrefs  they  can 
into  the  country :  let  us  guard  our  towns  and  fort- 
refles,    and  give  up    to  them  the   plains,   where 
they  will  wafte  themfelves.     Our  country  will  not 
long   fupport    them.     It   is  befide  cut   up   with 
ditches  and  dykes,  fo  that  they  cannot  advance  far 
into  the  interior,  and  they  will  be  forced  to  return 
after  having  burnt  ten  or  twelve  villages.     This 
they  will  the  more  fpeedily  do,  for  they  cannot 
ride,  nor  indeed  without  difficulty  march  on  foot, 
through  the    country,  v/hich  will  wear  them  out. 
The  damage  they   can  do  will    be  trifling,  and 
we  can  foon  repair  it;  but,  if  v/e  ofler  them  bat- 
tle, I  very  much  fear  we  ihall    be  overpowered, 
for  I  have  been  credibly  informed  they   are  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  under  arms.* 

He  faid  truly,   for  they  were  at  leafl:  as  many, 
if  not  more. 

Three  valiant    Fricfland  knights,    fir  Feu  de 
Vol.  XL  T  Dorc- 


Dorckerqiie,  fir  Gerard  Cavin  and  fir  Tiny  de 
Wakurg,  feconded  this  propofalj  but  the  peo- 
ple wuiiid  iiot  liften  to  it,  and  they  were  fup- 
por<.£d  by  i^veral  of  thofe  noble  men  called 
E.ms,  who  are  gentlemen  and  judges  of  caufes. 
Th»y  cppofed  what  the  grekt  Frieflander  had 
offered  with  fuch  fucccfs,  as  to  occafion  it  to  be 
determined,  that  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  hear  of 
the  enemy  landing,  they  were  to  march  and  offer 
them  combat.  This  being  refolved  on,  the  af- 
fembly  broke  up,  that  every  one  might  make 
■Ms  preparations.  To  fay  the  truth,  they  were 
in  general  very  poorly  armed :  many  had  no 
other  defcnfive  covering  than  their  waiflcoats 
made  of  coarfe  thick  cloth,  Icarcely  better  than 
hjorfe  cloths.  Some  were  armed  in  leather,  others 
with  fully  jackets  of  mail,  which  feemed  unfit 
for  fcrvice  j  but  there  were  fome  perfectly  well 
arm,ed. 

When  the  Frieflanders  were  ready  to  march, 
they  took  fiOm  their  churches  the  croiTes  and 
banners,  and  divided  themfelves  into  three  bat- 
salionSj  £ach  confining  of  about  ten  thoufand 
men:  they  halted,  on  arriving  at  a  pafs  de- 
fended by  a  ditch,  very  near  to  where  the  Hain- 
sxilt  2xmy  was  to  land,  and  faw  plainly  the 
HainaukerSj  Hollanders  and  Zealanders,  for  they 
were  clcfe  to  the  fhorej  and  preparing  to  difem- 
tek.  It  was  on  Saint  Bartholomew's  day,  which 
rhis  year  fell  on  a  Sunday,  that  duke  Albert  and 
hh  Mmy  hndtd  m  Frieiland. 
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The  Frl^flandcrs,  noticing  the  mcvements  of 
their  enemies,  fallied  forth,  to  the  amount  of  about 
fix  thoufand,  and  mounted  the  dykes  to  fee  if 
they  could  any  way  prevent  their  landing.  Among 
the  Frieflanders,  there  was  a  fort  of  mad  woman 
dreffed  in  blue  cloth,  who,  quitting  her  country- 
men, rulhed  forward  towards  the  Hainaulters  and 
Hollanders,  making  ready  for  battle.  When  fhe 
had  approached  the  army  within  bow-fhot,  Ihe 
turned  her  back,  and,  railing  up  her  petticoats  and 
(hift,  fhewed  her  bare  rump  to  all  who  wiflied  to 
fee  it,  bawling  out  fome  words  in  her  own  lan- 
guage, which  meant,  *  Take  this  for  your  wel- 
come.' Thofe  on  fhip-board,  feeing  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  this  woman,  let  fly  fuch  afhower  of  arrows 
and  bolts  that  her  legs  and  thighs  were  larded  with 
themj  for  it  feemed  a  fhower  of  fnow,  lo  m_any 
were  the  arrows  fnot  at  her.  Several  leaped  irito 
the  water,  and,  purfuing  this  wretched  woman 
with  drawn  fwords,  foon  overtook  her.,  and  cut 
her  into  a  thoufand  pieces.  In  the  mear,  ame, 
the  debarkation  was  taking  effeft  i  and  the  Hain- 
aultero  marched  to  the  enemy,  who  received  them 
courageoufly,  with  long  pikes,  and  (laves  fliod 
with  iron,  and  repulfed  them  vigorouHy.  Tne 
landing  was  ftrongly  contefled,  and  numbers  were 
killed  and  wounded  -,  but  from  the  advantages  of 
their  bows  and  crofs-bows,  and  by  their  fuperior 
mode  of  fighting,  the  Hainaulters  gained  the 
dyke,  and  remained  vidors  on  the  field  at  this  firft 
attack. 
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When  they  were  all  difembarked,  they  ranged 
themfelves  along  the  dyke,  each  under  his  banner, 
and,  when  thus  drawn  up,  their  line  extended 
more  than  half  a  league.  The  Frieflanders,  on 
their  lofs  of  the  dyke,'  retreated  to  another  pafs. 
where  they  had  call  up  the  earth  in  their  front,  and 
the  ditch  was  very  deep  :  they  amounted  to  about 
thirty  thouiand,  and,  as  they  were  at  no  great 
diftance,  were  plainly  feen  by  the  Hainaulters  and 
their  allies,  from  their  pofition  on  the  dyke. 
Each' party  remained  on  the  ground  :  in  the  mean 
time,  the  whole  army  was  landed,  with  their  bag- 
gage, and  fome  tents  were  pitched,  under  which 
they  repofed  themfelves  during  the  Sunday  and 
Monday,  obferving  the  Friefianders,  with  whom 
on  thefe  two  days  there  were  many  fkirmiifhes  and 
deeds  of  arms. 

Both  armies  were  ready  prepared  for  battle  ort 
the  Tuefday  m.orning :  and  many  new  knights 
were  rhade  of  the  Hainaulters,  Hollanders  and 
Zealanders,  when  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the 
enemy.  They  drew  up  in  handfome  array, 
placing  their  archers  in  front,  intermixed  with  the 
ranks,  and,  with  trumpets  founding,  marched  to 
pafs  the  ditch.  The  Friefianders  guarded  them- 
felves from  the  arrows  by  means  of  the  mound  of 
earth  thrown  from  the  dirch,  which  was  as  high  as 
their  lieads  j  but  the  Hollanders  leaped  into  the 
ditch,  and  made  bridges  of  their  pikes  and  lances. 
The  enemy  defended  themfelves  valiantly,  and 
gave  fuch  rude  blows  on  rhofe  who  attempted  to 
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mount  the  bank,  that  they  drove  them  on  their 
backs  into  the  dicch.  In  ihon,  fo  many  valorous 
deeds  were  done,  it  is  impofTible  to  recount  them 
all  i  but  the  Hainaulters  and  their  allies  were  too 
ilrongiy  armed,  and  the  Frienanders  could  not 
otherwife  hurt  them  than  by  knocking  them 
down. 

The  new  knights  acquitted  themfelves  honour- 
ably, but  the  enemy  difplayed  great  courage  : 
they  are  a  lufty  race,  though  very  badly  armed, 
and  fome  of  them  without  fhoes  or  ftockings ; 
i>btwithftanding  which,  they  made  an  obflinate 
defence.  During  this  Ikirmiih,  the  lord  de  Ligne, 
the  fenefchal  of  Hainault  and  the  lord  de  Jumont, 
with  other  Hainault  knights,  following  the  courfe 
of  the  ditch,  found  a  paffage  for  their  horfes,  and 
fell  on  the  rear  of  the  Frieflanders,  to  their  utter 
difmay.  They  quitted  the  defence  of  the  ditch  to 
repel  this  laft  attack  -,  but  the  Hainaulters  charged 
them  fo  vigoroufly,  that  the  enemy  were  broken 
and  difperfed,  and  the  Hollanders  and  Zealanders 
crofTed  the  ditch  and  joined  in  the  fray.  The  bat- 
tle was  now  very  murderous  ;  and  the  Frieflanders 
gave  deftrucflive  blows  with  the  axes  they  had 
armed  themfelves  with,  which  ferved  them  to  fell 
timber  i  but  the  great  Frieflander,  Yves  Jouvere, 
loft  his  life.  Not  long  after  this,  the  Frieflanders 
yielded  the  field,  and  took  to  flight  as  fafl:  as  they 
could.  The  carnage  in  the  purfuit  was  horrible, 
for  none  w^re  fpared  :  the  Hollanders,  in  particu- 
lar, killed  all  they  could  overtake  :  even  fuch  as 
had  been  made  prifoners  by  thp  EnoUlbj  French 
T  3  and 
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and  Halnaultcrs,  they  killed  while  in  their 
hands. 

The  lord  William  dc  Cruembourg,  and  his  two 
fons,  John  and  Henry,  who  had  that  morning- 
been  knigQted,  acquitted  ihemfelves  gallantly,  and 
were  the  moft  aftive  in  (laying  tht  Frieflanders, 
fliewing  cle^irly  they  loved  them  not.  To  con- 
clude, the  Frieflanders  were  completely  defeated, 
and  the  greater  part  killed :  fome  few  were  made 
prifoners,  and  about  fifty  carried  to  the  HaguC;, 
where  they  rem  lined  a  long  time. 

The  lord  of  Kuynder,  who  was  the  lord  of  the 
town  where  duke  Albert  had  landed,  had  furren- 
dered  himfclf  to  the  duke  on  the  Monday,  and 
hinifclf  and  two  fons  were  in  the  baicle  asramft  the 
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Frieflanders.  They  lived  afterwards  under  the 
protedion  of  duke  Albert  and  his  fon  count  Wil- 
liam. 

After  this  defeat,  the  Hainaulters,  Hollanders, 
Zealanders,  French  and  Englifh  quartered  them- 
felves  about  Kuynder,  and  took  feveral  towns  and 
cafcles  j  but  their  captures  were  inconfiderable, 
for  the  Frieflanders  did  them  much  harm  by  am- 
bufcades  and  fkirmifhes.  If  they  made  any  pri- 
lc>ficrs,  they  had  no  ranfom  to  offer  ^  and  it  was 
feidom  they  would  furrender,  but  fought  until 
they  were  fiaiu,  faying  they  preferred  death  and 
liberty  to  being  under  the  fubje6lion  of  any.  lord 
whatever.  Their  friends  or  relations  never  brought 
any  ranfom s  for  thofe  who  were  taken,  but  left 
them  to  die  in  prifon.  The  Frieflanders  offered 
their  prifoners  in  exchange,  man  for  manj  bur^ 
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when  their  enemies  had  none  to  give  in  retonjj 
ihey  put  them  to  death. 

When  the  Hainaulc  army  had  been  in  the  coun- 
try about  five  weeks,  and  had  deftroyed  and  burnt: 
many  towns  and  villages,  of  little  value  indeedj, 
the  v/eather  began  to  be  very  cold  and  to  rain  al- 
moft  daily :  there  were  alfo  great  tempefts  at  Tea, 
Duke  Albert  and  his  fon,  in  confequence^  pro- 
pofed  the  return  of  the  army  to  lower  Frleflandj 
whence  they  had  come,  and  to  march  into  Hol- 
land, the  more  comfortably  to  pafs  the  winter, 
which  had  let  in  very  hard.  This  was  done  ;  and, 
on  their  arrival  at  Enchuyfen,  the  lords  difmifled 
their  men,  particularly  the  flrangers,  with  whom 
they  were  well  contented,  and  paid  them  their  full 
pay,  thanking  them  at  the  fame  time  for  the  fer- 
vices  they  had  rendered. 

Thus  was  this  great  army  di{banded,  without 
having  made  any  conqueft  -,  but,  two  years  after,  - 
thefe  noble  princes,  duke  Albert  and  his  fon  count 
William,  returned  thither  a  fecond  time,  and 
made  great  conquefts  by  their  excellent  prowefs, 
which,  if  it  pleafe  God,  fhall  be  fully  recounted. 
But  for  the  moment  we  will  not  fay  more,  and 
relate  the  magnificent  marriage  of  the  king  of 
England  with  the  princefs  Ifabella  of  France. 


T  4  CHAP. 


28a 


CHAP.  XL. 

THE     CEREMONY     OF      THE      MARRIAGE     OF     TWR, 
KING     OF       ENGLAND      WITH     A     PRINCESS     OF 

FRANCE. THE     KING     OF      FRANCE    DELIVERS 

HER   TO  THE   KING  OF  ENGLANDj,    IN   HIS  TENT 
BETWEEN   ARDRES  AND   CALAIS. 

'%7'OU  have  before  heard  of  the  journey  of  the 
king  of  England  to  Calais,  v.'here  he  refided 
with  his  uncles,  prelates  and  barons  of  his  coun- 
cil, during  which  time  he  had  held  a  conference 
with  the  duke  of  Burgundy  refpefting  the  ardcles 
of  peace.  The  king  had  returned  to  London  to 
wait  the  meeting  of  his  parliament  at  Michaelmas ; 
but  in  the  >jnean  time  great  purveyances  were 
made,  for  him  and  for. his  barons,  and  fent  to 
Calais  and  Guines.  The  larger  part  were  for- 
warded down  the  river  Thames,  but  a  good  deal 
was  colleded  in  Flanders,  at  Damme,  Bruges  an4 
Sluys,  which  were  fent  by  fea  to  Calais. 

In  like  manner,  great  preparations  were  made 
for  the  king  of  France,  the  duke  of  Orleans,  their 
uncles,  and  the  barons  and  prelates  of  France,  at 
Saint  Omer,  Aire,  Therouenne,  Ardres,  a  la 
Montoire,  Leulinghen,  and  in  all  the  monafteries 
and  houfes  round  about.  No  expence  was  fpared 
on  either  fide  i  and  the  lords  of  each  country  were 
emulous  to  outihine  one  another.     In  the  jibbey 
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of  Saint  Bertin*,  great  were   the  preparations  to 
receive  the  royal  vifitors. 

The  lefllon  of  parliament,  which  ufually  laus 
forty  days,  and  is  held  in  the  king's  palace  at 
Weftminfter,  was  now  abridQ;ed,  for  the  kino:  at- 
tended  it  only  five  days:  when  the  bufinefs  of  the 
nation,  and  v/hat  particularly  intereiled  the  king, 
and  had  caufed  his  return  from  Calais,  was  fettled, 
he  and  his  two  uncles  of  Lancafter  and  Glocefter, 
and  the  members  of  his  council,  fct  out  from 
London,  and  crolTed  the  fea  to  Calais.  The  duke 
of  York  and  the  earl  of  Derby  did  not  attend  the 
king,  but  remained  behind  to  guard  England  in 
his  abfence. 

Information  was  inflantly  fent  to  the  French  lords 
in  Picardy  of  the  king  of  England's  return  to  Ca- 
lais ;  and  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  came 
to  Saint  Omer,  and  fixed  their  refidence  in  the 
abbey  of  Saint  Bertin.  The  king  of  France  {^^rvt 
the  count  de  Saint  Pol  to  king  Richard,  as  foon  as 
h^  heard  of  his  arrival  at  Calais,  to  compliment 
him  in  his  name,  and  to  lay  before  him  the  orders 
which  had  been  given  for  the  ceremony  of  his 
marriage.  The  king  of  England  eagerly  liftened 
to  this,  for  he  took  much  pleafurc  in  the  bufinefs. 
The  count  de  Saint  Pol,  on  his  return  to  Saint 
Omer,  was  accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Lancafter, 
his  fon  Beaufort  of  Lancafter,  the  duke  of  Glo- 
cefter,  with  his  fon  Humphrey,  the  earl  of  Rut- 
land, the  earl  marfhal,  the  earl  of  Huntingdon;^ 

*  Saint  Bertinj — an  -abbey  in  the  city  of  Saint  Omer. 
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chamberlain  of  England,  and  many  other  barons 
and  knights,  who  were  handfomely  received  by  the 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy.  The  duke  of 
Brittany  came  thither  alfo,  having  left  the  king 
of  France  and  the  young  queen  of  England  at 
Aire. 

You  mufl:  know  that  every  honour  and  refped: 
that  could  be  imagined  were  paid  to  the  Englilh 
lords.  The  duchefs  of  Burgundy  entertained  them 
fplendidly  at  dinner-;  at  which  was  prefent  the 
,  duchefs  of  Lancafler,  with  her  fon  and  two . 
daughters.  There  was  an  immenfe  variety  of 
different  diflies  and  decorations  on  the  tables,  and 
very  rich  prefents  made  of  gold  and  filver  plate: 
nothing,  in  fhort,  was  fpared,  fo  that  the  Englilli 
were  aftonifhed  where  fuch  riches  could  come 
from,  and  efpecially  the  duke  of  Glocefler,  who 
told  his  friends  that  the  kingdom  of  France 
abounded  in  wealth  and  power.  To  foften  the 
temper  of  the  duke  of  Glocefler,  whom  the  French 
lords  knew  to  be  proud,  and  their  bitter  enemy, 
they  paid  him  the  moft  flattering  attentions.  Not- 
withltanding  this,  and  the  handfome  prefents  they 
offered,  which  he  accepted,  the  fame  rancour  re- 
mained in  his  breaft,  and,  in  fpite  of  every  thing 
the  French  could  fay  or  do,  whenever  the  fubjedt 
of  peace  was  mentioned,  !iis  anfwers  were  as  harlli 
and  fevere  as  ever.  The  French  are  very  fubtle  i 
but,  with  regard  to  him,  they  could  never  gain 
his  affeftions  ;  and  his  converfation  was  fo  refcrved, 
it  was  not  poITible  to  difcover  his  real  fentiments. 
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When  the  duke  of  Burgundy  faw  this,  he  faid 
to  his  council, — ^  We  fhall  never  fucceed  undl  wc 
gain  over  this  duke  of  Glocclltr  :  as  long  as  he 
lives,  there  will  not  be  any  folid  peace  with 
England,  for  he  will  ev^r  find  fome  ca-J^e  of  quar- 
rel, and  renew  the  hatred  of  the  people  of  both 
countries  :  his  whole  thoughts  are  on  this  fubjecl: ; 
and  were  it  not  for  the  amiable  qualities  of  the 
king  of  England,  which  we  hope  may  produce 
in  time  more  -avourable  effedls,  in  good  truth 
he  fhould  never  have  our  coufin  as  his  wife.' 

After  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  the  coimtefs  of 
Nevers,  the  countefs  of  Saint  Pol,  and  the  lords 
and  ladies  of  France,  had,  as  you  have  hearJ^ 
magnificendy  entertained  the  Englifh  lords  and 
ladies,  (at  which  dme  it  v/as  deieniiined  when  and 
■where  the  two  kings  Ihould  meet>  and  the  kinp-  of 
England  receive  his  wife)  rhe  company  tookleaYC 
of  each  other,  and  the  two  dukes,  with  their 
duchelTes  and  children,  returned  with  the  other 
barons  and  knights  to  Calais,  and  related  to 
king  Richard  how  grandly  they  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  rich  prefents  that  iiad  been  made 
them. 

Their  praifes  pleafed  the  king^  for  he  was  de- 
lighted whenever  he  heard  the  king  of  France  or 
the  French  well  fpoken  of,  fo  much  was  he  already^ 
enamoured  with  them,  on  account  of  the  king's 
daughter  whom  he  was  to  marry. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  king  of  France,  accom- 
panied by  the  duke  of  Briti.:ny,  came  to  Saint 
Omer,  and   was   lodged  in  the    abbey   of   Saint 
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Bcrtin  :  all  who  had  before  occupied  it  were  forced 
to  diflodge»  The  dukes  of  Berry,  Burgundy  and 
Bourbon,  having  been  ordered  to  confer  with  the 
king  of  England  at  Calais,  fet  out  from  Saint 
Omer,  and,  on  their  arrival  at  Calais,  were  re- 
ceived with  every  honour  and  kindnefs  by  the 
king  and  his  lords.  They  were  entertained  with 
Iplendour:  and  the  three  dukes  concluded  certaia 
treaties  with  the  king  of  England  and  his  uncles- 
Many  in  France  and  England  thought  a  peace  had 
been  concluded,  for  at  that  time  the  duke  of  Glo- 
cefter  W2,s  well  inclined  to  it,  in  confidcration  of 
the  kind  promifes  of  the  king,  who  had  engaged, 
if  a  peace  were  made,  to  create  his  fon  Humphrey 
pari  of  Rochefter,  and  make  the  annual  revenue 
of  it  equal  to  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  to 
prefent  the  duke  of  Glocefter  with  fifty  thoufand 
nobles  on  his  return  to  England. 

Thus,  through  his  avaricious  difpofition,  was 
the  duke  of  Gioceiler  foftened  in  his  opinions  re- 
Ipefling  a  peace  with  France.  It  was  fo  vifible,  that 
the  French  dukes  obfcrved  it,  for  they  had  never 
before  found  him  fo  tradable  or  moderate  in  his 
converfation.  When  the  French  lords  had  con- 
cluded the  bufmefs  they  had  come  upon,  they 
took  leave  of  the  king,  and  returned  to  the  king 
of  France  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  at  Saint  Omer, 
who  v/ere  impatient  to  hear  the  fuccefs  of  their 
journey. 

The  king  of  France  departed  from  Saint  Omer, 
and  refided  in  the  fort  of  Ardres :  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy went  to  la  Montoire,  the  duke  of  Brittany  to 
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ilie  lown  of  Eiqiic,  the  duke  of  Berry  to  Tournc- 
hem.  The  plain  was  covered  with  tents  and  pavi- 
lions full  of  f^rench  and  Englifli.  The  king  of 
England  and  the  duke  of  Lancafteh  were  lodged 
in  Guines,  and  the  duke  of  Glocefter  at  Hamme: 

On  the  vigil  of  the  feaft  df  Saint  Simon  and 
Saint  Jude  *,  which  fell  on  a  Friday,  in  the  year 
of  grace  1396,  the  two  kings  left  their  lodgings 
on  the  point  of  ten  o'clock,  and,  accompanied  by 
their  attendants,  went  to  the  tents  that  had  relpec- 
lively  been  prepared  for  them.  Thence  they  ad- 
vanced on  foot  to  a  certain  fpot  which  had  been, 
iixed  on  for  their  meeting,  and  v/hich  was  fur- 
rounded  by  four  hundred  French  and  as  many 
Englifh  knights  brilliantly  arm.ed,  with  fwords  in 
hand.  Thefe  eight  hundred  knights  were  fo  drawn 
up,  that  the  two  kings  paiTed  between  their  ranks, 
conduced  in  the  following  order  :  the  dukes  of 
Lancafter  and  Glocefter  fupported  the  king  of 
France,  as  did  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy 
the  king  of  England,  and  thus  they  advanced 
flowly  through  the  ranks  of  the  knights :  when  the 
two  kings  were  on  the  point  of  meeting,  the  eight 
hundred  knights  fell  on  their  knees  and  wept  for  joy. 
The  two  kings  met  bare  headed,  and,  having  fa- 
luted,  took  each  other  by  the  hand,  when  the  king 
of  France  led  the  king  of  England  to  his  tent, 
which  was  handfome  and  richly  adorned:  the 
four  dukes  took  each  other  by  the  hand  and  fol- 

*  The  feaft  of  Sain:  Simon  aad  Saint  Judc  is  on  the  28th 
Oaober- 

lowed 


'2%6 

lowed  them.  The  Englifh  and  French  knights 
remaii.td  at  their  poll,  looking  at  their  oppo- 
nents with  good  humour,  and  never  ftirrcd  until 
the  v/hoie  c  "reraony  was  over. 

The  fp.->t  where  the  two  kings  had  met  was 
marked,  and  a  chapel  in  honour  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  was  propolcd  to  be  eredled  on  it,  but  I 
know  not  if  it  were  ever  put  into  execution.  On 
the  entrance  of  the  two  kings  hoiding  each  other 
by  the  hand  into  the  tent,  the  dukes  of  Orleans 
and  of  Bourbon  came  forward  and  caft  themfeives 
on  their  knees  :  the  kings  flopped  and  made  them 
rife.  The  fix  dukes  then  alTcmbled  in  front  and 
converfed  together :  the  kings  pafTcd  on,  and  had 
fome  converfation,  while  the  wine  and  fpices  were 
preparing.  The  duke  of  Berry  ferved  the  king  of 
France  with  the  comfit  box,  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy with  the  cup  of  wine.  In  like  manner  was 
the  king  of  England  ferved  by  the  dukes  of  Lan- 
cafler  and  Glocefler.  After  the  kings  had  been 
ferved,  the  knights  of  France  and  England  took  the 
wine  and  fpices,  and  ferved  the  prelates,  dukes, 
princes  and  counts;  and,  after  them,  fquires  and 
other  officers  of  the  houfehold  did  the  fame  to 
all  within  the  tent,  until  every  one  had  partaken  of 
the  fpices  and  wine  ;  during  which  time,  the  two 
kings  freely  converfed. 

After  a  fliort  fpacc,  the  two  monarchs  toolv 
kave  of  ^^ch  other,  as  did  the  different  lords. 
The  king  of  England  and  his  uncles  retired  to 
their  tents,  while  the  horfes  were  made  ready : 
they  then  mounted,  and  took  the  road  towards 
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Calais^  the  king  to  Gulnes,  the  dukes  of  Lan« 
cafter  and  Gloceiler  to  Hamme,  and  the  others  to 
their  lodgings  at  Calais. 

In  like  manner  did  the  king  of  France  return  to 
Ardres,  accompanied  by  the  duke  of  Orleans  i  the 
duke  of  Berry  to  Tournehem,  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  to  la  Montoire  j  for  nothing  more  was 
done  that  day,  al. hough  the  tents  and  pavilions 
of  the  king  of  France  and  other  lords  were  lefc 
Handing. 

At  II  o'clock  of  the  Saturday-morning,  the 
feaft  of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude,  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, attended  by  his  uncles  and  all  the  noblemen 
who  had  accompanied  him  from  England,  waited 
on  the  king  of  France  in  his  tent.  They  were 
received  by  the  king,  his  brother  and  uncles,  with 
great  pomp  and  the  mofi:  affedlionate  words.  The 
dinner-tables  were  there  laid  out:  that  for  the 
kings  was  long  and  handfome,  and  the  fide-board 
covered  with  the  moft  magnificent  plate. 

The  two  kings  were  feated  by  themfelves ;  the 
the  king  of  France  at  the  top  of  the  table,  and  the 
king  of  England  below  him,  but  at  a  good  diflance 
from  each  other.  They  were  ferved  by  the  dukes 
of  Berry,  Burgundy  and  Bourbon  :  the  lafl  enter- 
tained the  two  monarchs  with  many  gay  remarks, 
to  make  them  laugh,  and  thofe  about  the  table, 
for  he  had  much  drollery,  and,  addrefiing  the  king 
of  England,  faid,— '  My  lord  king  of  England, 
you  ought  to  make  good  cheer,  for  you  have  had- 
all  your  wifhes  gratified.  You  have  a  wife,  or 
ihall  have  one,  for  (he  will  be  fpeedily  delivered 
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to  you.'  ^  Bourbonnols,'  replied  the  king  of  Frarice., 
^  we  wifh  our  daughter  were  as  old  as  our  coufin  6f 
Saint  Pol,  though  we  v/ere  to  double  her  dOwer, 
for  then  flie  would  love  our  fon  of  England  much 
more.' 

The  king  of  England  heard  well  thefe  words,  and 
replied,  bowing  to  the  king  of  France  (for  he  did 
not  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  fmce 
the  king  had  compared  his  daughter  with  the 
counteis  of  Saint  Pol's),  'Good  father-in-law,  the 
age  of  our  wife  pleafes  us  right  well :  we  pay  not 
io  much  attention  concerning  her  age,  as  we  value 
your  love,  and  that  of  our  fubjecls,  for  we  fhall 
now  be  fo  flrongly  united  that  no  king  in  Chriftcn- 
dom  can  any  way  hurt  us.' 

When  dinner  was  over,  which  laftcd  not  long, 
the  cloth  was  removed,  the  tables  carried  away, 
and  wine  and  fpices  brought.  After  this,  the 
young  queen  of  England  entered  the  tent,  attend- 
ed by  a  great  number  of  ladies  and  damfels.  The 
king  led  her  by  the  hand,  and  gave  her  to  the  king 
of  England,  who  inftantly  after  took  his  leave. 
The  queen  was  placed  in  a  very  rich  litter  which 
had  been  prepared  for.  her ;  but,  of  all  the  French 
ladies  who  were  there,  only  the  lady  of  Coucy 
v/ent  with  her,  for  there  were  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal ladies  of  England,  fuch  as  the  duchelTes  of 
of  Laqcafter,  York,  Glocefter,  Ireland,  the  lady 
of  Namur,  the  lady  Poinings,  and  others  of  the 
nobility,  who  received  queen  Ifabella  v/ith  greiTC 
joy.  VvHien  the  ladies  were  ready,  the  king  af 
England  and  his  lords  departed,  and,  riding  at  a 
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good  pace,  arrived  at  Calais.  The  king  of  France 
and  his  court  returned  to  Saint  Omer,  where  he 
had  left  the  queen  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  and 
llaid  there  the  Sunday  and  Monday  following.  On 
the  Tuefday,  which  was  All-faints-day,  the  king  of 
England  was  married  by  the  archbifliop  of  Can- 
terbury, in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  at  Calais,  to 
the  lady  Ifabella  of  France.  Great  were  the  feaft- 
ings  on  the  occafion,  and  the  heralds  and  minftrels 
were  fo  liberally  paid  they  were  fatisfied. 

On  the  enfuing  Thurfday,  the  dukes  of  Orleans 
and  Bourbon  came  to  Calais,  to  vifit  the  king  and 
queen  of  England :  they  ftaid  that  day,  and  on  the 
following  went  back  to  dinner  at  St.  Omer,  where 
the  king  and  queen  of  France  waited  for  them. 
This  fame  morning,  the  king  and  queen  of  Eng- 
land, having  heard  an  early  mafs  and  drank  fome 
wine,  embarked  on  board  the  veflels  which  had 
been  prepared  for  them,  with  a  favourable  wind. 

They  weighed  a^nchor,  fet  their  fails,  and.  In 
lefs  than  three  hours,  landed  at  Dover.  The  king 
dined  at  the  caftle,  and  lay  the  next  night  at  Ro- 
chefter :  paffing  through  Dartford,  he  arrived  at 
his  palace  of  Eltham,  where  the  lords  and  ladies 
took  leave  of  the  king  ^nd  queen,  and  went  to  their 
homes. 

Fifteen  days  after,  the  queen  made  her  entry 
into  London  grandly  attended  by  lords,  ladies  and 
damfels.  She  lay  one  night  in  the  Tower,  feated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  the  next  day  was 
conduced  in  great  pomp,  through  the  ftreets,  to 
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Weftminfter,  where  the  king  was  waiting  in  Ek 
palace  to  receive  her.  This  day,  the  Londonera 
made  very  rich  prefents  to  the  queen,  which  were 
gracioufly  accepted.  During  the  time  the  court 
was  at  Weftminfter,  a  tournament  was  ordered  to 
be  held  at  Candlemas  in  Smithfield,  between  forty 
knights  and  as  many  fquires ;  and  notices  of  it 
were  given  to  the  heralds,  that  they  might  publifh 
it  beyond  fea,  and  as  far  as  Scotland. 

When  the  king  of  France  was  returned  to  Paris 
after  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  and  his  lords 
were  gone  to  their  refidcnces,  there  were  great  ru- 
mours of  war.  It  was  faid  to  have  been  fettled, 
that  at  the  beginning  of  March,  the  king  was  to 
lead  a  large  army  into  Lombardy  to  deftroy  the  duke 
of  Milan ;  and  that  the  king  was  fo  bent  on  this  expe- 
dition, he  would  not  liften  to  any  thing  that  was 
faid  againft  it.  The  king  of  England  was  to  fend 
his  father-in-law  fix  thoufand  archers;  and  the 
duke  of  Brittany,  who  had  been  conftantly  with 
the  king,  offered  his  fervices  on  the  expedition, 
with  two  thoufand  Breton  fpears.  Purveyances 
were  already  making  for  the  king  and  lords  in 
Dauphiny  and  in  Savoy. 

When  the  duke  of  Brittany  took  leave  of  the 
king  of  France  and  his  lords,  to  return  to  his 
duchy,  I  believe  the  duke  of  Burgundy  made  fuch 
earned  intercefiion  with  the  king,  and  thofe  imme- 
diately concerned,  that  the  duke  of  Brittany  car- 
ried with  him  his  coufm  fir  Peter  de  Craon,  who 
was  confined  a  prifoner  at  his  own  charges,  in  the 

tower 


291 

tower  of  the  Louvre,  for  the  debt  he  had  been 
fentenced  to  pay  of  one  hundred  thoufand  francs  to 
the  queen  of  Jerufalem.  I  imagine  he  engaged 
to  pay  the  queen  the  above  fum  by  inftalments  j 
but  I  will,  for  the  prefent,  leave  fpeaking  of  thefe 
matters,  and  return  to  what  was  pafling  in 
Turkey. 


CHAP.   XLI. 

THE     CHRISTIANS    ARE     FORCED    TO    RAISE    THE 
SIEGE  OF   NICOPOLI,    BY    THE  ARRIVAL  OF  BA- 

JAZET     IN     TURKEY. THEY     ARE     DEFEATED^ 

AND     THE      HUNGARIANS      PUT     TO      FLIGHT, 
THROUGH   THE  PRESUMPTUOUS   FOLLY  OF  THE 
-       FRENCH. 

XT'OU  have  before  read  in  our  hiflory  how  the 
king  of  Hungary,  and  the  lords  from  France 
who  had  gone  to  Hungary  in  fearch  of  deeds  o£ 
arms,  had  vahandy  crofled  the  Danube,  and  en- 
tered Turkey  j  where  during  the  fummer,  from 
the  month  of  July,  they  had  conquered  a  large 
trafl  of  country,  having  mercifully  fpared  the 
inhabitants  and  many  towns  and  caftles,  for  none 
could  withftand  their  power.  They  had  befieged 
the  city  of  Nicopoli,  and  fo  hardly  prefled  it  by 
their  attacks,  that  it  was  on  the  point  of  fur- 
U  2  render- 
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rendering,    without  hearing  any   intelligence    of 
Bajazet. 

The  king  of  Hungary  had  even  addrefled  the 
French  lords,  fuch  as  the  count  de  Nevers,  the 
count  d'Eu,  the   count  de  la  Marche,  the  count 
de  SoifTons,  the  lord  de  Coucy,  and  the   barons 
and  knights   of   Burgundy,     faying,- — *  My   fair 
firs,  thanks  to  God,  we  have  made  a  fuccefsful 
campaign  ;   for  we  have  performed  many  brilliant 
deeds  of  arms,  and  have  conquered  Turkey.     I 
look  on  the  town  of  Nicopoli  as  our  own,  for  it  is 
fo  undermined  it  can  hold  out  no  longer  than  we 
pleafe.     I  therefore  would  propofe,  that  after  wc 
ihall  have  gained  and  fhewn  mercy  to  this  town, 
we  attempt  nothing  more  this  feafon^  but  recrofs 
the   Banube,    and  return  to   Hungary,    where   I 
have  many  handfome  towns  and  caflles  prepared 
to  receive  you,  fince  you  have  fo  gallantly  afllfted 
mc  againft  the  Turks,  my  bitter  enemies.    During 
the  winter,  we  will  provide  ftores  for  the  enfuing 
fummer,  each  according  to  his  pleafure,   and  fend 
information  of  our  fituation,   and  what  we  have 
done,  to  the  king   of  France,  who,   before  that 
time,  will  fend  us  large  reinforcements  j   and  I 
hope,  when  he  fhall  know  the  fuccefs  we  have  had» 
he  may  be  inclined  to  come  hither  in  perfon,  foir 
he  is  young  and  fond  of  arms.     But  whedier  he 
come  or  not,  if  it  pleafe  God,  v/e  will  next  fum- 
mer  crofs  the  Hellefpont,    regain  Armenia,  and 
thence  march  to  Syria,  with  the  towns  of  Jaffa  and 
Baruthj  and  cor^quer  Jerufalem  and  the  Holy  Land. 

Should 
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Should  the  fultan  oppofe  us,  we  will  offer  him 
battle,  and  never  return  without  having  combated 
him.* 

Such  was  the  fpeeck  of  the  Icing  of  Hungary  to 
the  French  lords :  they  confidered  Nicopoli  as 
won,  but  it  fell  out  otherwife. 

During  the  whole  fummer,  Bajazet  had  been 
bufily  employed  in  railing  an  army  of  faracens  and 
infidels :  he  had  even  fent  to  Perfia  for  Xuccour, 
and  the  great  lords  of  his  religion  had  joined  him 
againfl:  Chriftendom.  They  had  crofled  the  Hel- 
lefpont  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand ; 
"but  the  Chriftians  were  not  only  ignorant  of  their 
numbers,  but  of  their  approach ;  and,  they  ad- 
vanced fo  fecretly,  they  were  dole  to  Nicopoli  be- 
fore the  befiegcrs  knew  of  their  having  begun 
their  march.  Bajazet  v/as  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  ftratagems  of  war  as  moll,  and  of  great  valour 
and  enterprife.  He  confidered  maturely  the 
power  of  the  Chriftians^  and  faid  they  were  a 
valiant  race. 

Bajazet  marched  to  raife  the  fiege  of  NicopoH 
in  the  following  order.  His  army  was  drawn  up 
in  the  form  of  a  harrow,  and  occupied  about  a 
league  of  ground  :  in  front  of  this  main  body,  and 
a  league  in  advance,  were  eight  thoufand  Turks, 
to  malk  the  body  of  the  army,  which  was  divided 
into  two  wings.  Bajazet  was  in  the  midft  of  his 
main  body,  who  thus  quietly  advanced,  with  their 
van-guard  of  eight  thoufand  in  front:  they  were 
thus  ordered,  to  make  aa  appearance  as  if  they 
were  the  whole  armyj  but  whenever  they  met 
XJ  3  the 
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tht  ChrlftianSj  they  were  to  fall  back  gently  to- 
wards the  main  body,  which  was  then  to  extend 
itfeJf  as  much  as  pofliblej  and  endeavour  to  en- 
clofe  the  Chriftians,  whom  they  fhould  then  con- 
quer at  pleafure.  Such  was  the  order  of  battle  of 
Bajazet. 

It  happened,  that  on  the  Monday  preceding  Mi- 
chaelmas-day, in  the  year  1396,  about  ten  o'clock, 
as  the  king  of  Hungary  and  the  lords,  who  were 
lying  before  Nicopoli,  were  feated  at  dinner,  news 
was  brought  them  that  their  enemies,  the  Turks, 
were  near  at  hand  3  but,  as  I  heard,  the  fcouts 
did  not  inform  them  of  the  whole  truth  :  they  had 
not  noticed  the  main  body  of  the  Turks,  for  the 
moment  they  faw  the  van-guard,  they  dared  not 
advance  farther,  as  they  were  not  men  at  arms  fear- 
lefs  of  fuch  an  enterprife.  The  Hungarians  and 
French  had  each  fcouts  of  their  own,  and  both 
parties  arrived  nearly  at  the  fame  time  with  this  in- 
telligence. 

The  greater  part  of  the  army  were  at  dinner 
when  the  news  was  carried  to  the  count  de  Nevers 
and  the  other  French  lords,  the  melfenger  bawling 
out,  *  Come  !  quickly  arm  yourfelves,  that  you 
be  not  furprifed,  for  the  Turks  are  on  full  march 
ro  meet  you.'  This  information  was  agreeable  to 
many  who  were  defirous  of  arms:  they  inftantly 
arofe,  pufhed  the  tables  afide,  and  demanded  their 
horfes  and  armour.  They  were  fomewhat  heated 
with  wine,  and  haftened  to  the  field  as  well  as  they 
could.  Banners  and  pennons  were  difplayed,  under 
which  every  one  ranged  himfelf  in  his  proper  poft. 

The 


The  banner  of  the  Virgin  Mary  was  unfurled,  and 
the  guard  of  it  given  to  that  valiant  knight  fir 
John  de  Vienne,  admiral  of  France.  The  French 
were  fo  eager  to  arm  themfelves  that  they  were 
the  firfl:  in  the  field,  drawn  up  in  handfome  array, 
and  feemingly  fearlefs  of  the  Turks  i  for  they  were 
ignorant  of  their  imrp.enfe  numbers,  and  that  Ba- 
jazet  commanded  in  perfon. 

As  the  French  lords  were  haftenin^  from  their 
tents  to  the  field,  the  marlhal  of  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary, named  fir  Henry  d'Oftenlemhalle  *,  mounted 
on  a  handfome  courfer,  came  to  them  with  few  at- 
tendants. Pie  was  a  valiant  and  experienced  knight, 
and  had  borne  before  him  a  pennon  of  his  arms, 
which  were  a  crofs  anchored  fable  on  a  field  ar- 
gent, which  in  heraldry  is  called  crofs  moline.  He 
flopped,  when  oppofite  the  banner  of  our  Lady, 
where  the  principal  lords  were  aflembled,  and  faid 
aloud, — *  I  am  fent  hither  by  my  lord,  the  king  of 
Hungary,  who  entreats  you  by  me,  that  you  will 
not  begin  the  battle  before  you  lliall  again  hear 
from  him  i  for  he  much  fufpedts  and  fears  that  the 
fcouts  have  not  brought  exact  intelligence  of  the 
numbers  of  the  Turks.  Within  two  hours  you 
fliall  have  more  cermin  intelligence,  for  we  have 
fent  other  fcouts,  who  will  advance  farther  than  the 
former  ones,  and  bring  us  better  information.  Be 
alTured  the  Turks  will  never  attack  you,  unlcfs  you 
force  them  to  it,  or  until  they  have  collefted  all 
their  forces  together.  You  will  aft  as  you  fiiall  think 
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bpft,  but  fuch  are  my  lord  the  king's  orders.     I 
niuft  now  return,  for  I  cannot  longer  ftay.' 

On  faying  this,  the  Hungarian  marfhal  left  them, 
and  the  lords  aflembled  together  to  confider  what 
was  to  be  done.  The  lord  de  Coucy  was  afked  his 
opinion,  and  replied,  that  the  king  of  Hungary 
had  a  right  to  order  them,  and  that  what  he  had 
requefted  was  perfe6lly  juft.  It  was  mentioned  to 
me  that  the  count  d'Eu,  conftable  of  France,  was 
vexed  that  his  opinion  had  not  been  firfl  afked  be- 
fore the  lord  de  Coney's,  and,  through  fpite  and 
malice,  inftantly  oppofed  what  he  had  faid,  add- 
ing; *  Yes,  yes,  the  king  of  Hungary  wiihes  to 
gain  all  the  honour  of  the  day :  he  has  given  us 
the  van  guard,  and  now  wants  to  take  it  away,  that 
he  may  have  the  firfl  blow:  let  thofe  who  will  be- 
lieve what  he  fends  to  us,  for  my  part  I  never  will  :* 
then  addrefTing  the  knight  who  bore  his  banner,  he 
faid,  '  In  the  name  of  God  and  Saint  George,  you 
fhall  fee  me  this  day  prove  myfelf  a  good  knight.* 
The  lord  de  Coucy  thought  this  a  very  vain  fpeech 
of  the  conflable,  and,  turning  to  fir  John  de  Vienne, 
who  had  the  banner  of  our  Lady  under  his  guard, 
and  by  whom  all  the  others  were  to  rally,  afked 
what  ought  to  be  done.  '  Lord  de  Coucy,'  he 
replied,  '  when  truth  and  reafon  are  not  heard, 
folly  and  prefumption  mufl  reign ;  and,  fmce  the 
count  d'Eu  is  determined  to  fight  the  enemy,  we 
mufl  follow  him  ;  but  we  fhould  have  greater 
advantage,  if  we  waited  the  king  of  Hungary's 
orders,  and  were  all  united.* 

While  they  thus  converfed,  the  infidels  were 
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faft  approaching :  the  two  wings  of  their  army, 
which  confifted  of  fixty  thoufand  men  each,  were 
already  clofmg  round  them.  The  Chriltians,  ob- 
ferving  this,  would  have  retreated,  but  that  was  im- 
pofTible,  as  they  were  completely  furrounded. 
Many  knights  and  fquires,  who  had  been  ufed 
to  arms,  now  knew  the  day  mud  be  loll :  not- 
"withftanding  which,  they  advanced,  following  the 
banner  of  our  Lady,  that  was  borne  by  that  gal-; 
lant  knight  fir  John  de  Vienne. 

The  lords  of  France  were  fo  richly  drelTed  out, 
in  their  emblazoned  furcoacs,  as  to  look  like  little 
kings  i  but,  as  I  was  told,  when  they  met  the 
Turks,  they  were  not  more  than  feven  hundred, 
which  fufficiently  (hewed  the  folly  of  the  meafure  ; 
for,  had  they  waited  for  the  Hungarian  army,  con- 
lifting  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  they  might,  per- 
haps, have  gained  a  vi6lory,  but,  to  their  pride 
and  prefumptlon,  was  the  whole  lofs  owing;  and 
it  was  fo  great,  that  never  fince  the  defeat  at  Ron- 
cefvalles,  where  the  twelve  peers  of  France  were 
flain,  did  the  French  fuffer  fo  confide rably.  How- 
ever, before  they  were  overcome,  they  made  great 
(laughter  of  the  Turks;  though  fe^-eral  knights 
and  fquires  faw  they  were  marching  to  deftrudion, 
through  their  own  folly. 

The  French  defeated  the  van  battalion,  and  put 
it  to  flight,  purfuing  it  into  a  valley  where  Ba- 
jazet  was  pofted  with  the  main  army.  The  French 
would  have  returned,  as  they  were  mounted  on 
barded  horfes,  but  could  not,  for  they  were  now 
inclofed  on  all  (ides.     The  batde,  thereforcj  raged 
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with  fury,  and  lafted  a  confiderable  time.  News 
was  carried  to  the  king  of  Hungary,  that  the 
French,  Englifli  and  Germans  were  engaged  with 
the  Turks,  not  having  obeyed  his  orders  fent 
them  by  the  marfhal.  He  was  very  wroth  on 
hearing  it,  as  indeed  he  had  reafon  to  be,  and 
forefaw  they  would  all  be  cut  off.  He  faid  to 
the  grand  mafter  of  Rhodes,  who  was  befide  him, 
*  We  fhall  lofe  the  day,  from  the  vanity  of  the 
French :  if  they  had  believed  me,  and  waited  for 
our  joining,  we  ihould  have  had  fufEcient  flrength 
to  cope  with  the  enemy.* 

As  he  thus  fpoke,  looking  behind  him,  he  per- 
ceived that  his  men  were  flying-panic-ftruck,  and 
the  Turks  purfuing  them.  He  then  faw  the  day 
was  irrecoverably  loft,  and  thofe  near  his  perfon 
cried  out, — *  Sire,  fave  yourfelf!  for,  Ihould  you 
be  killed  or  taken,  Hungary  will  be  completely 
ruined.  We  muft  be  defeated  through  French 
pride  5  and  their  valour  will  prove  in  vain,  for 
every  one  of  them  will  be  taken  or  flain  :  not  one 
can  pofiibly  efcapc.  Fly,  therefore,  from  the  dan- 
ger, before  it  be  too  late.* 

The  king  of  Hungary  was  in  the  utmoft  rage 
to  be  thus  defeated  through  the  arrogance  of  the 
French,  and  obliged  to  fly,  if  he  would  avoid 
captivity  or  death.  It  was  a  moft  unfortunate  day 
for  the  Hungarians  and  French  j  whoever  runs  away 
from  batde  is  purfued,  and,  as  the  Hungarians 
fled  in  the  greateft  confufion,  the  Turks  followed, 
killing  them  or  making  prifoners  atpleafure.  God, 
however,   affifted  the  king  of  Hungary  and  the 
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grand  mafter  of  Rhodes ;  for,  on  their  arrival  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube,  they  found  a  fmall  vefTel 
belonging  to  the  grand  mafter,  into  which  they 
entered,  with  only  five  more,  and  crofTed  to  the 
oppofite  (hore.  Had  they  delayed,  they  muft  have 
been  killed  or  taken ;  for  the  Turks  came  to  the 
river  as  they  were  paffing  it,  and  made  a  great 
flaughter  of  thofe  who  had  followed  the  king 
thinking  to  efcape. 

We  will  return  to  the  French  and  Germans, 
who  were  fighdng  moft  valiantly.  The  lord  de 
Montcaurel,  a  gallant  knight  from  Artois,  feeing 
the  defeat  inevitable,  and  wifhing  to  fave  his  fon, 
who  was  very  young,  faid  to  his  fquire, — *  Carry  off 
my  fon  :  thou  mayeft  efcape  by  that  wing  which  is 
open :  fave  my  fon,  and  I  will  abide  the  event  with 
my  companions.'  The  youth,  on  hearing  his  fa- 
ther thus  fpeak,  declared  he  would  not  go  nor 
leave  him  in  fuch  danger ;  but  the  father  forced 
him  away,  and  the  fquire  brought  him  fafely  to 
the  Danube  :  the  youth,  who  was  very  melan- 
choly at  the  fituation  of  his  father,  was  unfortu- 
nately drowned  by  falling  between  two  barges, 
without  a  poffibility  of  being  faved.  Sir  William 
de  la  Trimouille  and  his  fon  difplayed  great  feats 
of  valour  before  they  were  flain.  Sir  John  de 
Vicnne,  who  bore  the  banner  of  our  Lady,  in 
fpite  of  his  deeds  of  arms,  was  killed  grafping  the 
banner  in  his  hands,  and  thus  was  he  found  after 
the  batde.  The  whole  of  the  French  force  that 
had  been  engaged  at  this  battle  of  Nicopoli  were 
defeated  and  flain,  by  the  means  I  have  related. 

The 


The  lord  John  of  Burgundy,  count  of  Nevers, 
was  wondrous  richly  arrayed,  as  were  the  lord  Guy 
de  la  Riviere,  and  many  barons  and  knights  from 
Burgundy  in  compliment  to  him.  Two  fquires 
from  Picardy,  William  d'Eu  and  the  borgne  de 
Montquel,  who  had  difplayed  their  courage  in 
many  former  battles,  did  the  fame  at  Nicopoli. 
Thefe  two  fquires,  by  their  vigorous  courage, 
twice  forced  through  the  Turklih  army,  and  re- 
turned to  the  fight,  but  were  at  length  flain.  To 
fay  the  truth,  the  whole  of  the  French  chivalry 
antl  thofe  from  other  countries  acquitted  them- 
felves  moll  gallantly ;  and,  had  they  been  aflifted 
by  the  Hungarians  with  equal  'courage,  the  day 
would  have  turned  out  differendy.  But  the  whole 
of  the  mifchief  was  caufed  by  the  French,  and 
their  prefumption  was  their  ruin.  There  was  a 
knight  from  Picardy,  cajled  fir  James  de  Helly, 
who  had  refided  fome  time  in  Turkey,  and  had 
ferved  in  arms  under  Amurat,  father  of  the  fultan 
Bajazet,  of  whom  we  are  now  Ipeaking,  and  who 
knew  a  little  of  the  Turkijfh  language.  When  he 
faw  the  day  was  loft,  he  thought  of  faving  his 
life  J  and,  as  he  knew  the  Saracens  to  be  a  covet- 
ous race,  he  furrendered  himfelf  to  them,  on  their 
granting  him  his  life.  Thus  did  he  efcape,  and 
alfo  another  fquire  from  the  Tournaifis,  called 
James  du  Fay,  who  had  formerly  ferved  Tamer- 
lane king  of  Tartary  ;  but  when  he  learnt  that  the 
Trench  were  marching  to  Turkey,  he  quitted  Ta- 
merlane, and  joined  his  countrymen.  He  was  at 
this  battle,  and  faved  by  Tamerlane's  men,  who 
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had  been  ordered  thither  In  compliance  with  the 
requeft  made  to  him  for  afliftance  by  Bajazet* 
Tamerlane  had  fent  him  a  confiderable  body  of 
men,  as  Saracen  and  Pagan  lungs  always  do  to  the 
aid  of  each  other. 


CHAP.  XLII. 

^HE  TURKS,  AFTER  THE  BATTLE  OF  NICOPOLI 
PUT  TO  DEATH  ALL  THEIR  PRISONERS,  EXCEPT 
THE  COUNT  DE  NEVERS  AND  SOME  OTHER 
GREAT  LORDS. 

A  T  this  batde  of  NicopoH,  which  was  fo  fatal 
*  ^  to  the  French,  very  many  were  faved,  from 
the  extreme  richnefs  of  their  armour :  they  were 
drefled  like  kings ;  and  the  Saracens  and  Turks^ 
who  are  avaricious,  thought,  by  faving  their 
lives,  they  Ihould  gain  large  ranfoms  -,  for  they 
believed  them  much  greater  lords,  from  their  ap- 
pearance, than  they  really  were. 

The  count  de  Nevers  was  made  prifoner,  as 
were  the  counts  d'Eu  and  de  la  Marche,  the  lord 
de  Coucy,  the  lord  Henry  de  Bar,  fir  Guy  de  la 
Trimouille,  Boucicaut  and  others.  The  lord 
Philip  de  Bar,  fir  John  de  Vienne,  fir  William  de 
la  Trimouille  and  his  fon  were  killed.  This 
battle  lafled  for  three  hours  j  and  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary 
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gary  loft  his  whole  baggage,  his  gold  and  filver 
plate,  jewels,  and  every  thing  elfe.  He  had 
cfcaped  by  fortunately  finding  aveflel  from  Rhodes 
on  the  Danube,  that  had  brought  provifions,  in 
which  he  had  crolTed  the  river  with  fix  others : 
had  he  not  done  fo,  he  muft  have  been  flain  or 
taken.  There  were  more  killed  in  the  purfuit 
than  in  the  batde,  and  numbers  were  drowned. 
Happy  was  he  who  could  efcape  from  fuch  danger 
by  any  means. 

When  the  bufinefs  was  over,  and  the  Turks, 
Perlians  and  others  fent  thither  by  different  infidel 
kings,  had  retired  to  their  lodgings,  (that  is  to 
fay,  to  the  tents  and  pavilions  they  had  conquered 
from  the  Chriftians,  in  which  they  found  wines, 
meats  and  every  other  neceffary)  they  enjoyed 
themfelves,  and  made  merry,  like  men  who  have 
gained  a  vidory  over  their  enemies. 

Bajazet  difmounted,  at  the  found  of  many 
minftrels,  according  to  their  cuftom,  at  the  prin- 
cipal tent  that  had  belonged  to  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary, which  was  very  large,  and  richly  adorned. 
Bajazet  took  pleafure  in  viewing  it,  and  glorified 
himfelf  internally  for  the  victory  he  had  obtained 
over  the  Chriftians,  and  thanked  his  God  for  ir, 
according  to  the  manner  of  their  religion.  When 
he  was  difarmed,  to  cool  and  refrefti  himfelf,  he 
fat  on  a  filken  carpet  in  the  middle  of  the  tent,  and 
fent  for  his  principal  friends,  to  chat  and  joke  with 
them.  He  began  the  convcrfation,  by  faying  he 
would  now  march  a  great  force  into  Hungary,  to 
conquer  that  country  ajid  the  r^ft  of  Chriftendom, 
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which  he  would  put  under  his  obedience,  but  thae 
each  kingdom  might  follow  its  own  religion  and 
laws,  owning  him  for  their  lord :  that  he  would 
reign  like  Alexander  of  Macedon,  who  for  twelve 
years  governed  the  whole  world,  as  he  was  de- 
fcended  from  his  blood. 

All  affented  to  what  Bajazet  faid,  and  agreed  to 
his  propofal.  He  gave  out  three  orders:  the 
firft,  that  every  one  who  had  made  prifoners  Ihould 
produce  them  before  him  the  next  day ;  the  fe- 
cond,  that  the  dead  fhould  be  carefully  examined, 
and  the  nobles  and  great  lords  be  fet  apart,  and 
left  untouched  until  he  had  feen  them  j  the  third, 
that  exadl  inquiries  fhould  be  made  among  the  flain 
and  prifoners  after  the  king  of  Hungary,  that  he 
might  know  whether  he  was  dead  or  alive.  Thefe 
orders  were  fulfilled,  for  none  dared  difobey 
them. 

When  Bajazet  had  refrefhed  himfelf,  and  chang- 
ed his  drefs,  he  refolved  to  vifit  the  dead  on  the 
field  of  battle ;  for  he  had  been  told  the  vidory 
had  coft  him  dear,  and  that  he  had  loft  great  num- 
bers of  men.  He  was  much  furprifed  to  hear 
this,  and  would  not  believe  it.  He  mounted  his 
horfe,  attended  by  his  vizier,  nobles  and  bafhaws : 
fome  faid  his  principal  officers  were  his  brothers, 
whom  he  would  not  acknowledge  as  fuch,  de- 
claring he  had  no  brothers.  On  his  coming  to 
the  field  of  battle,  he  found  what  had  been  told 
him  was  true  j  for  where,  one  Chriflian  lay  dead 
there  were  thirty  of  their  enemies.  The  fight 
vexed  him  much,  and  he  faid  aloud, — ^  This  has 
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been  a  cruel  battle  for  our  people  :  the  Chriftians 
have  defended  themfelves  defperately ;  but  I  will 
have  this  flaughter  well  revenged  on  thofe  who  are 
prifoners.* 

He  now  left  the  field  and  returned  to  his  tent, 
comforting  himfelf  for  the  lofs  he  had  fufFered  by 
the  viftory  and  defeat  of  the  Chriftians  j  but,  not- 
withftanding  thisj  he  pafled  the  night  in  great  fury. 
On  the  morrow,  before  he  was  rifen  or  had  Ihewn 
himfelf,  great  numbers  came  before  his  tent,  to 
learn  his  will  refpedting  the  prifoners ;  for  it  had 
been  rumoured  that  he  intended  having  them  all 
put  to  death  without  mercy.  Bajazet,  however, 
in  fpite  of  his  rage  againft  the  Chriftians,  had  given 
orders  that  all  the  principal  lords  who  had  been 
made  prifoners  Ihould  be  fcparaced  from  the  oihers, 
for  he  had  been  told  they  would  pay  him  large 
ranfoms,  and  on  that  account  he  was  inclined  to 
fpare  them.  He  had  alfo  learnt  that  many  of  the 
Tartars,  Arabs,  Bedouins  and  Syrians,  had  made 
prifoners,  from  whom  they  expefted  to  gain  large 
fortunes,  as  indeed  they  did,  by  concealing  their 
prifoners  from  Bajazet.  Sir  James  de  Helly, 
whom  I  mentioned  before,  was,  luckily  for  him, 
brought  this  Tuefday  morning  before  the  tent  o£ 
the  fultan,  with  many  other  prifoners,  for  he  who 
had  taken  him  was  afraid  of  keeping  him  hid.  As 
they  were  waiting  the  coming  of  Bajazet,  fome  of 
the  knights  of  his  houfehold,  ftanding  round  the 
tent,  recoUefted  fir  James,  and  delivered  him  from 
the  hands  of  thofe  who  had  taken  him.  He  re- 
mained with  the  attendants  of  the  fultan,  who  had 
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been  formerly  acquainted  with  him  ;  and  fortunate 
it  was  for  him,  as  you  will  hear  related,  for  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  Chriftians  it  was  a  difaflrous 
day. 

Before  Bajazet  appeared,  inquiries  had  been 
made  who  were  the  greateft  lords  among  the  pri- 
foners,  and  his  interpreters  had  been  very  ftrift  in 
their  examinations,  putting  fuch  afide  not  to  be 
killed.  The  firfl  was  John  of  Burgundy  com^ 
mander  in  chief,  then  the  count  d'Eu,  the  count 
de  la  Marche,  the  lord  de  Coucy,  lord  Henry  de 
Bar,  fir  Guy  de  la  Trimouilie,  and  two  more, 
amoundng  in  all  to  eight.  Bajazet  would  fee  and 
talk  with  them.  He  eyed  them  long  in  filence, 
and  thefe  lords  were  conjured  on  their  faith  to 
avow  if  they  were  the  perfons  who  had  been  fo 
named.  He  alfo  refolved  to  fend  for  fir  James 
de  Helly,  that  he  might  affure  him  of  the  truth. 
On  his  coming,  he  was  remembered  by  the  fultan, 
whom  he  had  ferved,  and  was  now  perfedly  fe- 
cure  from  danger.  He  was  afked  if  he  knew  thofe 
French  lords  who  were  prifoners  at  the  bottom  of 
the  tent.  *  I  cannot  fay,'  he  replied ;  ^  but,  if 
I  faw  their  faces,  I  fhould  know  them  all.'  He 
was  then  ordered  to  go  near  and  examine  them,  ■ 
and  report  truly  their  names  to  the  fultan,  for 
that  his  determination  would  be  according  to  what 
he  Ihould  fay.  He  went  near  the  prifoners,  and, 
bowing  to  them,  knew  them  all.  He  told  them 
his  fortunate  efcape,  and  that  he  had  been  fent  by 
the  fultan  to  fee  if  they  were  the  perfons  anfwer- 
ing  to  the  names  they  had  given  themfclves. 
Vol.  XI.  X  '  Ah, 
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*  Ah,  fir  James,*  faid  they,  *  you  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  us  all :  you  fee  how  fortune  has 
turned  againfl  us,  and  what  great  danger  we  are  in 
when  we  depend  on  the  mercy  of  this  fultan.  If 
it  may  any  how  fave  our  lives,  tell  him  we  are  of 
even  greater  rank  than  we  have  faid,  and  able  to 
pay  him  large  fums  for  our  ranfoms.'  '  My 
lords,'  replied  fir  James,  *  this  I  will  moll  cheer- 
fully do,  for  it  is  my  duty.' 

The  knight  then  returned  to  Bajazet,  and  faid, 

*  thofe  lords  who  are  •  prifoners,  and  with  whom 
he  had  been  talking,  are  of  the  nobleft  blood  in 
France,  nearly  related  to  the  king,  and  willing  to 
pay  for  their  liberty  a  great  fum  of  money.'  This 
anfwer  was  very  agreeable  to  the  fultan,  who 
would  not  liften  to  more,  but  faid,  *  Let  thofe 
alone  be  fpared,  and  all  the  other  prifoners  put  to 
death,  to  free  the  country  from  them,  and  that 
others  may  take  example  from  their  fate.' 

The  fultan  now  made  his  appearance  to  his 
people  before  the  tent,  who,  bowing  down,  made 
him  their  obeifance.  The  army  was  drawn  up  in 
two  wings  on  each  fide  j  the  fultan  with  his  no- 
bles, the  count  de  Nevers  and  thofe  who  were 
to  be  fpared,  were  in  the  center  j  for  he  would 
they  fhould  witnefs  the  execution  of  their  com- 
panions, which  the  Saracens  were  eager  to  per- 
form. Many  excellent  knights  and  fquires  of 
France  and  other  nations,  who  had  been  taken  in 
battle  or  in  the  purfuit,  were  now  brought  forth  in 
their  fhirts,  one  after  another,  before  Bajazet, 
who  eyeing  them  a  little,  they  were  led  on  j  and, 
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as  he  made  a  fignal,  were  inflantjy  cut  to  pieces 
by  thofe  waiting  for  them  with  drawn  fwords. 
Such  was  the  cruel  juftice  of  Bajazet  this  day, 
when  upwards  of  three  hundred  gentlemen  of 
different  nations  were  thus  pitilefsly  murdered. 
It  was  a  cruel  cafe  for  them  to  fuffer  for  the  love 
of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  may  he  receive 
their  fouls  ! 

Among  the  murdered  of  that  day  was  the  gal- 
lant knight  fir  Henry  d'Antoing  :  may  God  fhew 
gracious  mercy  to  his  foul  !  The  lord  Bouci- 
caut,  marihal  of  France,  was  led  naked,  like  the 
others,  before  Bajazet,  and  would  have  fuffered 
the  fame  cruel  death,  had  not  the  count  de  Nevcrs 
left  his  companions,  who  were  motionlefs  at  the 
fad  fight,  and  flung  himfelf  on  his  knees  to  the 
fultan,  entreating  him  to  fpare  the  lord  Bouci- 
caut,  who  was  much  beloved  by  the  king  of 
France,  and  well  able  to  pay  a  confiderable  ran- 
fom  ;  and  the  count  made  figns,  as  paying  from 
one  hand  to  the  other,  that  he  would  give  a  large 
fum  of  m.oney,  to  {often  the  anger  of  the  ful- 
tan. Bajazet  confented  to  the  requeft  of  the 
count  de  Nevers,  and  the  lord  Boucicaut  was 
put  afide  with  thofe  who  were  not  to  be  killed. 
Others  were  brought  forward,  until  the  number 
I  have  mentioned  was  completed ;  fuch  was  the 
cruel  revenge  the  infidels  had  on  the  Chrif- 
tians. 

It  feems,  according  to  what  I  heard,  that  Baja- 
zet took  delight  that  the  vidory  he  had  gained 
Qver  the  Chriftians,  and  the  capture  of  the  count 
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cic  Nevcrs,  fhould  be  known  in  France,  and  car- 
ried thither  by  a  French  knight.  Three  knights, 
of  whom  fir  James  de  Helly  was  one,  were 
brought  before  Bajazet  and  the  count  de  Nevers, 
who  was  afl\ed  which  of  the  three  he  wifhed  fhould 
go  to  the  king  of  France  and  to  his  father  the  duke 
of  Burgundy.  Sir  James  de  Helly  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  made  choice  of,  becaufe  the  count 
de  Nevers  was  before  acquainted  with  him  :  he 
therefore  faid  to  the  fultan, — *  Sir,  I  wijfh  that  this 
perfon  may  go  to  France  from  you  and  from  me.* 
This  was  accepted  by  Bajazet,  and  fir  James  de 
Helly  remained  with  him  and  the  other  French 
lords  i  but  the  two  unfuccefsful  knights  were  de- 
livered Over  to  the  foldicry,  who  maffacred  them 
without  pity. 

After  all  thefe  things  were  done,  every  thing 
was  quiet.  Bajazet,  having  learnt  that  the  king 
of  Hungary  was  efcaped,  refolved  to  march  more 
into  the  interior  of  Turkey  towards  the  city  of 
Burfa,  whither  he  would  carry  his  prifoners,  for 
he  had  done  enough  this  campaign.  He  therefore 
difoanded  his  army,  more  efpecially  that  part  of 
it  which  had  come  from  diflant  countries.  Thus 
was  it  done,  and  the  army  broke  up,  which  had 
been  compcfed  of  men  from  Tartary,  Perfia,  Me- 
dia, Syria,  Alexandria  and  Egypt,  and  from  other 
difcant  countries  of  infidels. 

Bajazet  gave  particular  orders  to  fir  James  de 
Helly,  that  when  he  went  to  France,  he  Hiould 
take  his  road  through  Lombardy,  and  falute  from 
him  the  duke  of  Milan  i    and  it  was  the  fultan's 
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intention  that  fir  James  fhould  piiblifli  wherever 
he  pafTed  the  great  vidlory  he  had  gained  over  the 
Chrillians.  The  count  de  Nevers  wrote  by  him, 
as  well  for  himfelf  as  for  his  fellow-prifoners,  to 
the  king  of  France,  and  to  the  duke  and  duchefs 
of  Burgundy.  On  receiving  thefe  letters  and  other 
verbal  meffages,  the  knight  departed  from  the, 
fultan  and  the  lords  of  France  -,  but,  before  he  fet 
out,  Bajazet  made  him  promife,  on  oath,  that  as 
foon  as  he  fhould  have  performed  the  journey^ 
and  delivered  all  he  had  been  charged  with  to  the 
king  of  France  and  the  other  lords,  he  would  re- 
turn, which  the  knight  fwore  he  would  do,  and 
kept  his  oath. 

We  will  now  leave  Bajazet,  and  the  French 
lords  who  remained  prifoners  during  his  pleafure, 
and  fpeak  of  other  things. 
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CHAP.    XLIII. 

THE  FRENCH  AND  OTHERS  WHO  HAD  BEEN  IJf 
TURKEY  SUFFER  GREAT  HARDSHIPS  ON  THEIR 
RETURN   HOME,  AFTER  HAVING  ESCAPED  FROM 

THE     BATTLE     OF     NICOPOLI. SIR     JAMES     DE 

HELLY     BRINGS     CERTAIN    INTELLIGENCE     OF 
THIS  DEFEAT  TO  THE   KING  OF   FRANCE. 

A  FTER  this  memorable  vidory  which  the 
Turks  and  their  allies  gained  over  the  Chrif- 
tians,  as  has  been  related  in  this  hiftory,  fuch 
knights  as  could 'efcape  faved  themlelves.  On  the 
Monday  morning,  the  day  of  the  batde,  more 
than  three  hundred  knights  and  fquires,  being  out 
foraging,  were  not  prefent  at  it.  When  they  heard 
from  the  runaways  that  a  defeat  was  inevitable, 
they  gave  over  all  thoughts  of  returning  to  their 
camp,  but  took  different  roads  to  make  their  ef- 
cape  from  Turkey  as  fpecdily  as  they  could. 
French,  Germans,  and  others,  made  for  a  coun- 
try adjoining  to  HurTgary,  called  Waliachia,  which 
is  well  inhabited,  and  had  been  conquered*  from  the 
Turks,  and  turned  by  force  to  the  Chriitian  faith. 

The  guards  of  the  paffes  and  caftles  in  Wal- 
iachia, allowed  the  Chriftians  who  came  from 
Turkey  free  entrance,  and  gave  them  lodging ; 
but,  on  the  morrow,  when  they  were  about  to 
depart,  they  took  from  the  knights  their  armour 
and  all  they  had,  and  gave  them  in  return  a  mi- 
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ferable  jacket,  and  Tome  little  money,  juft  enough 
to  bear  the  day's  expenfes.  This  favour  was  only 
Ihewn  to  gentlemen ;  for  thofe  who  were  not  of 
that  rank  were  ftripped  naked,  and  fcourged  vil- 
lanoudy  with  rods.  The  French  and  their  com- 
panions fuffered  molt  exceedingly  in  poverty  anci 
diftrefs,  during  their  pafiage  through  Wallachia 
and  Hungary  j  and  with  difficulty  could  they  meet 
with  any,  who,  for  the  love  of  God,  would  give  d, 
niorfel  of  bread,  or  lodge  them  for  the  night. 

They  endured  this  mifery  until  they  came  to 
Vienna  in  Auflria,  where  they  were  kindly  re- 
ceived by  the  good  people,  -  v/ho  clothed  fuch  as 
were  naked,  and  fhared  with  them  their  food. 
They  were  treated  with  the  fame  kindnefs  in  Bo- 
hemia :  had  they  found  the  Germans  as  hard- 
hearted as  the  Hungarians,  they  would  never 
have  been  able  to  have  returned  home,  but  mull: 
have  perilhed  with  cold  and  hunger  on  the  road. 

Thus,  wherever  they  came,  whether  alone  or  in 
companies,  they  brought  mod  melancholy  nev/s, 
which  excited  pity  for  them  in  every  breaft  that 
heard  their  fad  tale. 

Thofe  of  the  French  nation,  wlio  had  fled  from 
Turkey,  arrived  at  lalt  at  Paris,  and  told  the  me- 
lancholy event  of  the  battle  at  Nicopoli  j  but  they 
were  not  believed  nor  liftened  to  :  the  Parifians 
faid  it  was  a  pity  that  fuch  rafcally  liars  were  not 
hanged  or  drowned,  for  daily  fpreading  abroad  fo 
many  falfehoods.  This  news  was,  however,  con- 
£rmed  by  others  Vv^ho  arrived  after  them,  and  told 
the  fame  tale,  fome  one  way^  and  others  diffc- 
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rently,   but  all  agreeing  as  to  the  complete  over- 
throw of  the  Hungarians  and  their  allies. 

The  king  of  France  was  very  much  vexed  on 
hearing  fuch  melancholy  news  talked  of,  for  there 
were  too  many  of  his  relations  implicated  in  the 
lofs,  befides  other  excellent  knights  and  fquires  of 
France.  He  therefore  forbade  any  thing  to  be  faid 
on  the  fubjefl,  until  he  fhould  receive  more  po- 
fitive  information,  to  confirm  the  truth  or  falfehood 
of  thefe  reports ;  and  thofe  who  had  divulged  fuch 
news,  faying  they  v^^ere  come  from  Turkey  and 
Hungary,  were  arrefted,  and  confined  in  tlie  Cha- 
telet  of  Paris.  They  confifted  of  great  numbers, 
and  were  told,  that  if  v/hat  they  had  faid  fliould  be 
found  falfe,  order:,  had  been  given  for  all  of  them 
to  be  drov/ned ;  for  the  king  was  very  wroth  they 
fhould  have  publifhed  fuch  difallrous  news. 

It  happened  that,  on  Chriftmas-day  about  noon, 
fir  James  de  Heily  arrived  in  Paris,  and  the  mo- 
ment he  had  difmounted  at  his  inn,  he  inquired 
where  the  king  was.  I'hey  told  him  at  the  hotel 
de  Saint  Pol,  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  whither 
he  went.  There  was  with  the  king  this  day,  as  is 
ufuai  on  fuch  folemn  feflivals,  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, the  dukes  of  Berry,  Burgundy,  and  Bour- 
bon, the  count  de  Saint  Pol,  and  many  of  the  no- 
bihty.  Sir  James  de  Helly  entered  the  hotel  in 
the  fame  drefs  he  had  rode  in,  booted  and  fpurred^ 
{o  that  he  was  not  known ;  for  he  had,  for  a  long 
time,  been  feeking  adventures  in  foreign  parts,  in 
preference  to  living  with  his  relations  and  friendsl 
By  fair  fpeeches  he  got  at  lalt  to  the  king's  apart- 
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ment,  and  made  himklf  known,  faying  he  was 
come  immediately  from  Bajazet  and  Turkey, 
and  that  he  had  been  prefent  at  the  battle  of 
Nicopoli  where  the  Chriftians  had  loft  the  day  j 
and  that  he  had  brought  certain  intelligence  from 
the  count  de  Nevers,  and  from  the  other  French 
lords  with  whom  he  had  marched  through  Hun- 
gary. The  knights  of  the  king's  chamber  were 
pleafed  to  hear  this ;  for  tliey  knew  the  king,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  and  many  lords,  were  very 
anxious  to  learn  true  intelligence  from  thofe  coun- 
tries. They  therefore  made  way  for  him  to  ap- 
proach the  king  :  when  near,  he  fell  on  his  knees, 
as  was  right,  and  told  all  he  had  been  charged  with, 
as  well  by  Bajazet,  as  by  the  count  de  Nevers  and 
the  French  lords  his  fellow-prifoners.  The  king 
and  lords  liftened  attentively  to  all  he  faid,  for 
they  believed  he  v/as  fpeaking  the  truth.  Many 
queftions  v/ere  afked,  in  order  to  hear  a  more  de- 
tailed account,  to  all  of  which  he  anfwered  very 
pertinently,  and  to  die  facisfaclion  of  the  king, 
v/ho  was  greatly  affeded  at  the  lofs  the  king  of 
Hungary  and  his  chivalry  had  fuffered.  He  was 
fomewhat  comforted  that  the  king  of  Hungary  had 
efcaped  death  and  prifon  ;  for  hf  fuppofed  that  he 
would  renew  the  v^ar  againib  Turkey  with  vigour, 
and  have  ample  revenge  on  Bajazet. 

The  king  of  France  and  his  lords  were  rejoiced 
that  the  count  de  Nevers  and  his  few  companions 
were  free  from  danger  of  being  murdered ;  and, 
as' they  were  now  priibners,  the  lords  debated  on 
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the  means  of  paying  their  ranfom.  Sir  James  de 
Helly  faid  that  he  hoped  Bajazet  would,  within 
a  year  or  two,  fell  them  their  liberty,  for  he  was 
very  avaricious.  This  he  perfonally  knew,  hav- 
ing refided  a  long  time  in  Turkey,  and  for 
three  years  ferved  Amurat,  father  to.  the  prefent 
fultan. 

The  king  made  the  knight  rife,  and  treated 
him  kindly,  as  did  the  lords  prefent.  They  faid, 
he  had  been  very  fortunate  to  have  had  a  friend 
in  fo  great  a  monarch  as  this  infidel  Bajazet,  after 
fuch  a  fevere  batde,  and  to  be  fent  by  him  with 
with  his  meffage  to  the  king  of  France.  He  and 
his  family  ought  to  pride  themfelves  on  fuch  good 
fortune.  The  king  ordered  all  who  had  been  con- 
fined in  the  Chatelet,  for  having  firft  fpread  abroad 
this  intelligence,  to  be  fet  at  liberty.  They  were 
happy  to  hear  this,  for  many  of  them  had  repented 
they  had  talked  fo  much. 
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CHAP.   XLIV. 

SIR  JAMES  DE  HELLY,  HAVING  RECEIVED  KiS 
DISPATCHES  FROM  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE, 
ARRIVES      IN      HUNGARY,       IN      HIS      WAY      TO 

TURKEY. THE     KING     SENDS      SIR     JOHN      DE 

CHASTELMORANT,  WITH  PRESENTS  TO  BA- 
JAZET,  AND  HIS  RECOMMENDATIONS  IN  FA- 
VOUR    OF       THE      FRENCH      PRISONERS. THE 

MANNER   IN   WHICH   THEY    ARE  TREATED. 

\X7HEN  the  intelligence  fir  James  de  Helly 
had  brought  was  made  public,  all  v/ho  had 
loft  hufband,  brother,  father  or  child,  were  in 
the  utmoft  confternation,  as  may  eafiiy  be  fup- 
pofed.  The  high  nobility  of  France,  fuch  as  the 
duchefs  of  Burgundy  and  the  lady  Margaret  of 
Hainault,  were  great  afliided  on  account  of  their 
fon  and  hufband  the  count  de  Nevcrs,  for  he 
was  much  beloved  by  them.  The  countefs  of 
Eu  lamented  her  lord  the  conflable,  as  did  tiic 
countefs  de  la  Marchc  :  the  ladies  of  Coucy,  of 
Bar,  and  Sully,  in  like  manner  bewailed  the  me- 
lancholy fituation  of  their  lords.  They  were  for- 
tunate in  having  only  their  lords'  captivity  to  la- 
ment, and  were  fome>vhat  comforted  thereat;  but 
the  relations  and  friends  of  thole  who  had  been 
maflacred  were  inconfolable,  and  the  grief  of  France 
lafted  a  long  time. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  treated  mofl:  kindly  fir 
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James  de  Heliy  for  having  brought  him  inteiri- 
gence  of  his  Ion  :  he  made  him  many  rich  gifts, 
and  retained  him  for  one  of  his  knights,  with  a 
penfion  of  two  hundred  hvres  a-year  during  his 
life.  The  king  of  France  alfo,  and  the  lords  of 
the  court,  gave  him  handfome  prefents.  He  in^ 
formed  them  he  was  bound  to  return  to  Bajazet, 
after  he  fho'uld  have  deUvered  his  letters,  as  the 
fultan's  prilbner ;  for  he  was  fent  fole]y  with  a  view 
to  publilh  Bajazet's  viclory,  and  to  fay  what  lords 
had  perifhed  or  been  made  prifoners  at  the  battle 
of  Nicopoh.  This  feemed  reafonable,  and  the 
king,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  fuch  lords  as 
were  at  Paris,  prepared  to  write  to  their  friends 
and  relations  who  were  prifoners. 

It  was  determined  in  council,  that  the  king 
fhould  fend  fome  knight  of  renown,  prudence 
and  valour  to  Bajazet,  who,  having  delivered  his 
mefTage,  was  to  return  with  more  detailed  ac- 
counts of  the  Hate  of  tlie  prifoners,  in  cafe  fir 
James  de  Helly  v/cre  not  permitted  fo  to  do  by 
tlie  fultan,  v/hofe  prifoner  he  was.  Sir  John  de 
Chateaumorant  was  felefted  for  this  embafly,  as 
being  every  way  qualified  for  it. 

Sir  James  de  Helly  was  alked  what  jewels  or 
prefents  would  be  moH:  acceptable  to  the  fultan, 
that  the  count  de  Nevers  and  the  other  prifoners 
might  fare  the  better.  The  knight  faid,  that  Ba- 
jazet took  great  pleafure  in  viewing  fine  tapeflry, 
from  Arras  or  Picardy,  which  reprefented  ancient 
hiflories :  he  was  alfo  fond  of  gerfalcons :  but  he 
thought  that  fine  linen  from  Rheims,    J\nd  fcarlet 
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cloths,  would  be  moft  acceptable  to  the  fultan 
and  his  lords.  There  was  plenty  of  cloths  of  gold 
and  filks  in  Turkey,  with  which  they  were  amply 
provided,  and  confequently  would  like  things  they 
could  not  get  at  home.  The  king  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  therefore,  refolved  what  to  fend,  for 
they  were  anxious  to  pleafe  Bajazet  on  account  of 
the  count  of  Nevers. 

Sir  James  de  Helly  remained  at  Paris,  with  the 
king  and  lords,  about  twelve  days,  and  was  well 
liftened  to  by  all ;  for  he  entertained  them  with  his 
adventures  in  Hungary  and  Turkey,  and  with  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  manners  of  Bajazet.  On  his  de- 
parture, he  was  told, — ^  Sir  James,  you  may  now 
fet  out  on  your  return  to  the  fultan,  at  your  lei- 
fure.  We  fuppofe  you  will  go  through  Lom- 
bardy,  to  the  duke  of  Milan ;  for  he  and  Bajazet 
are  great  friends,  although  they  have  never  feen 
each  other:  but,  whatever  road  you  take,  we  en- 
treat and  order  you  to  wait  in  Hungary  for  fir  John 
dc  Chateaumorant,  v/ho  will  be  fent  by  the  king 
with  prefents  to  the  fultan,  as  it  is  our  intent  that 
he  purfue  his  journey  from  Hungary  in  your  com- 
pany to  Turkey,  or  until  you  fhall  meet  the  fultan, 
that  he  may  behave  the  more  kindly  to  the  count 
de  Nevers  and  his  fellow-prifoners,  who  are  now  in 
his  power.' 

Sir  James  promifcd  obedience,  and,  having  re- 
ceived his  difpatchcs,  took  leave  of  the  king,  the 
cluke  of  Burgundy,  and  the  other  lords,  and  Ich 
Paris,  following  the  flime  road  by  which  he  had 
c-ome.     He  continued  his  journey,  firmly  refolved 
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never  to  return  to  France  until  he  had  obtained 
his  liberty.  After  his  departure,  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy was  conftantly  employed  in  preparing  the 
prefents  for  the  fultan  j  and,  by  the  time  they 
were  provided,  fir  John  de  Chateaumorant  was 
ready  to  fet  out,  for  he  had  begun  his  preparations 
for  the  journey  on  his  being  firft  nominated  to  go 
thither.  They  made  great  hafte  to  have  the  pre- 
fents from  the  king  to  Bajazet  in  time  for  fir  John 
de  Chateaumorant  to  overtake  fir  James  de  Helly. 
Thefe  prefents  confifled  of  pieces  of  the  befl- 
worked  tapeftry  from  Arras,  reprefenting  the  hif- 
tory  of  Alexander  the  Great  and  his  conquefts, 
which  was  a  delightful  fight  for  all  men  of  ho- 
nour, -the  finefl  linens  from  Rheims,  and  fcarlet 
and  crimfon  cloths,  which  were  packed  on  fix 
fumpter-horfes. 

All  thefe  things  were  eafily  to  be  had  for  mo- 
ney ;  but  there  was  great  difficulty  in  procuring 
white  gerfalcons.  At  laft,  however,  they  were 
got,  either  in  Paris  or  from  Germany ;  and  fir 
John  de  Chaleaumorant,  having  received  his  final 
in(lru6tions,  left  Paris,  and  began  his  journey  fif- 
teen days  after  fir  James  de  Helly. 

In  the  interval  during  which  thefe  knights  were 
on  their  journey,  the  king  of  Hungary  returned 
to  his  kingdom.  On  his  arrival  being  known,  his 
fubjeds  were  gready  rejoiced,  and  flocked  to  him, 
for  he  was  much  beloved.  They  comforted  him 
by  faying,  that  if  in  this  campaign  he  had  been 
unfortunate^    in  another  ^  he   v/ould  be  more  fuc- 
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celsful.     The  king  bore  his  misfortunes  as  well  as 
he  could. 

Immediately"  after  the  battle,  Bajazet  difbanded 
his  army  and  marched  to  the  city  of  Burfa,  carry- 
ing with  him  his  prifoners.  They  were  put  under 
llri6t  confinement,  and  very  little  comfort  allowed 
them.  They  fuffered  much  from  the  change  of 
diet,  as  they  had  always  been  accuftomed  to  have 
their  own  cooks,  and  their  tables  ferved  with  every 
delicacy  j  but  of  all  this  they  were  deprived,  and 
forced  to  live  on  coarfe.meat,  and  that  badly,  or 
not  thoroughly  dreiTed.  They  had  plenty  of 
fpices,  and  millet  bread,  which  is.difagreeable  to 
a  French  palate.  They  had  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing wine :  although  they  were  great  princes, 
there  was  not  any  attention  paid  them,  for  the 
Turks  were  indifferent  whether  they  were  fick  or 
in  health :  and,  if  the  advice  of  feveral  had  been 
adopted,  they  would  all  have  been  put  to  death. 

Thefe  lords  of  France  comforted  each  other, 
and  thankfully  received  whatever  was  given  them, 
for  they  could  no  way  better  "themfelves.  At  the 
beginning  of  their  captivity,  feveral  of  them  were 
very  unwell:  the  count  de  Nevers  bore  his  mis- 
fortune the  beft,  and  kept  up  his  fpirits  to  comfort 
the  others.  He  was  aflifted  in  this  by  the  lord 
Boucicaut,  the  count  de  la  Marche  and  lord  Henry 
de  Bar,  who  faid,  that  tlie  honours  and  glories  of 
arms  could  not  be  gained  without  meeting  with  un- 
fortunate reverfesj  and  that  no  man,  hov/ever  va- 
liant or  lucky,  or  accuftomed  to  war,  had  every 
thing  according  to  his  wilh  i  and  that  they  ought 
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to  thank  God  for  having  had  their  lives  laved  frofil 
the  furious  rage  of  Bajazet  and  his  followers,  for  it 
had  been  determined  by  the  army  to  put  every  one 
to  death.  Boucicaut  faid, — ^  I  ought  to  be  more 
thankful  than  any  one  to  God  for  my  life  being 
fparedjfor  I  was  brought  out  to  be  maflacred  as  my 
companions  had  been,  and  fliould  have  loft  my  head, 
had  not  my  lord  of  Nevers  caft  himfelf  on  his 
knees  to  Bajazet^  who,  at  his  requeft,  granted 
me  his  pardon.  I  hold  this  a  moft  fortunate  ef- 
cape  j  and  fmce  it  was  the  good  pleafure  of  our 
lord  that  I  fhould  live,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
God,  who  has  delivered  us  from  this  peril,  will 
continue  his  mercy  to  us,  for  we  are  his  foldiers ; 
and  that  we  fhall  foon  obtain  our  liberty,  for  we 
are  nov/  fufPering  in  his  caufe.  Befide,  fir  James 
de  Helly  is  on  his  road  to  France,  who  will  relate 
to  the  king  and  barons  our  diftrefs ;  and  I  expedt, 
within  the  year,  we  Hiall  receive  com.fort  and  our 
liberty.  Things  will  not  remain  long  as  they  are. 
There  is  much  good  fenfc  in  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  who  will  never  forget  usj  and,  by 
fome  means  or  other,  we  fliail  receive  fufficient 
fums  for  our  ranfonis.' 

Thus  the  gallant  knight,  the  lord  Boucicaut, 
comforted  himfelf,  and  bore  his  captivity  with  pati- 
ence, as  did  likewife  the  young  count  de  Nevers  j  but 
the  lord  de  Coucy  was  forely  afBi<9:ed,  which  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at.  Before  this  event,  he  had  been 
a  lord  of  fuch  high  fpirit  as  nothing  could  caft 
down  :  this  captivity  in  Turkey,  however,  preyed 
on  his  mind  more  than  it  did  on   the  fpirits   of 
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the  others,  and  he  became  quite  melancholy.     He 
complained  of  great  opprefTion  at  his  heart,  and 
faid  he  ihoiild  never  return  to  France  ;  that  he  had 
efcaped  many  perils  and  dangerous  adventures,  but 
this  would   be  his  laft.     The  lord  Henry  de  Bar 
confoied  him,  and  blamed  him  for  being  fo  difcon- 
folate  without  caufe ;  and  told  him  it  was  folly  to 
be  thus  call  down,  when  he  ought  to  find  more  fa- 
tisfacflion  in  his  own  mind  than  any  other.     Not- 
withftanding  the  advice  he  was  giving,  he  himfelf 
fcverely  felt  his  own  fituation,  and  bitterly  regretted 
his  wife.     The   count  d'Eu,  conftabie  of  France, 
fuffercd  from  fimilar  regrets.     Sir  Guy  de  la  Tri- 
mouille  and  the  count  de  la  Marche  kept  up  their 
fpirits  very  tolerably.     Bajazet  was  defirous  they 
fhould  have   fome  amufements   in  their  captivity, 
and  at  times  viiited  and  converfed  with  them  moil 
gracioufly :  he  was   likewife  anxious  they  fhould 
witnefs  his  ftate  and  power. 

We  will  now  leave  them,  and  return  to  fir  James 
de  Helly  and  fir  John  de  Chatcaumorant,  who  were 
both  journeying  towards  Hungary, 
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CHAP.   XLV. 

SrR  JAMES  DE  HELLY,  ON  HIS  RETURN  TO  TUR- 
KEY, OBTAINS  HIS  LIBERTY,  AND  CARRIES  A 
•PASSPORT  FROM   THE  SULTAN  TO  SIR  JOHN    DE 

CHASTELMORANT     IN     HUNGARY. SIR    JOHN 

DE  CHASTELMORANT  IS  FORCED  TO  SEND  A 
MESSENGER  TO  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE,  TO  IN- 
FORM HIM  THAT  THE  KING  OF  HUNGARY  WILL 
NOT  ALLOW  THE  PRESENTS  TO  BE  CARRIED  TO 
THE  SULTAN. 

QIR  James  de  Hell/  waited  about  ten  or  twelve 
^  days  at  Buda,  in  Hungary,  for  fir  John  de  Cha- 
teaumorant,  who  was  continuing  his  road  as  expe- 
dic  oufly  as  he  could.  Sir  James  was  rejoiced  on 
his  arrival;  for  he  was  impatient  to  return  to  Tur- 
key to  acquit  himfelf  of  his  promife,  and  to  fee 
and  bring  comfort  to  the  count  de  Nevers  and  the 
other  French  lords  who  were  prifoners. 

The  king  of  Hungary  made  fir  John  de  Cha- 
teaumorant  a  kind  welcome,  in  compliment  to  the 
king  of  France  and  his  royal  coufins.  He  learnt 
from  his  people  that  the  knight  was  carrying  mag- 
nificent prefents,  and  rich  jewels,  to  the  fultan  : 
this  vexed  him  greatly,  but  he  prudently  diffem- 
bled  any  knowledge  of  it  until  fir  James  de  Helly 
iliould  have  fet  out  for  Tuikey.  He  declared, 
however,  to  his  confidential  friends,  that  that  re- 
creant dog,  Bajazetj  iliould  never  receive  any  pre- 
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fents  from  France  or  elfewhere,  if  he  had  the 
power  to  prevent  it.  When  fir  James  had  re- 
frefhed  himfelf  fome  time  at  Buda,  he  took  leave 
of  the  king  and  of  Chateaumorant,  to  continue 
his  journey  to  Turkey,  that  he  might  obtain  from 
the  fultan  a  paflport  for  fir  John  to  purfue  his  road 
to  him.  When  fir  James  mentioned  it,  the  king 
of  Hungary  replied  he  would  do  well.  On  this 
the  knight,  having  procured  guides,  was  conduced 
by  them  through  Hungary  and  Wallachia  to  Burfa, 
but  did  not  find  there  Bajazet,  who  was  gone  to 
another  town  in  Turkey  called  Poly  *.  Wherever 
he  went  he  carried  the  prifoners  with  him,  except- 
ing the  lord  de  Coucy,  who  was  left  at  Burfa,  un- 
able to  ride  from  ficknefs.  There  tarried  with  him 
his  coufin,  a  valiant  baron  from  Greece,  and  a  de- 
fcendant  of  the  dukes  of  Aufl:ria,  called  the  lord 
de  Mathelin. 

Sir  James  de  Helly  continued  his  journey  to 
Poly,  where  he  met  Bajazet,  who  was  glad  to 
fee  him  return  from  France,  and  keep  his  word. 
Sir  James  humbled  himfelf  much  before  him,  and 
faid,  '  Mofi:  dear  and  redoubted  lord,  here  is  your 
prifoner,  who  has  delivered,  to  the  beft  of  his 
abihties,  the  meffage  you  have  charged  him  with.* 
Bajazet  replied,  *  Thou  art  welcome,  for  thou  haft 
loyally  acquitted  thyfelf ;  and,  in  confideration  of 
it,  I  now  give  thee  thy  liberty.' 

Sir  James  thanked  him  refpedfully  for  this  fa- 
vour, and  told  him  that  the  king  of  France,  and 
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the  duke  of  Burgundy,  fadier  to  the  count  de  Ne- 
vers  his  prifoner,  had  fent  him  an  honourable 
knight,  with  credential  letters  as  ambaflador,  and 
likewife  with  fuch  grand  prefents  as  he  was  fure 
would  give  him  delight.  The  fultan  afked  if  he 
had  feen  them.  He  replied,  *  I  have  not;  but 
the  knight  charged  with  the  commiiTion  has  brought 
them  as  far  as  Hungary,  and  is  now  at  Buda  wait- 
ing my  return,  with  paflports  for  him  to  continue 
his  journey :  I  came  to  announce  this  news  to  you, 
and  to  folicit  palTports,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
receive  him.'  *  We  are  very  willing  he  fhould 
have  paiTports,  and  you  may  have  them  made  out 
in  any  form  you  choofe.' 

The  knight  thanked  him  for  his  gracious  an- 
fwer,  when  the  fultan  left  him  to  attend  to  other 
affairs.  About  an  hour  afterward,  fir  James  re- 
quefted  the  fliltan's  permiffion  to  vifit  and  converfe 
with  the  French  prifcners,  as  he  had  much  to  fay 
to  them  from  their  friends  and  relations.  Bajazet 
was  fome  time  filent  before  he  gave  him  an  an- 
fwer,  when  he  faid,  '  Thou  fhalt  fee  one  of  them, 
but  not  more.'  He  then  made  a  fign  to  his  at- 
tendants for  the  count  de  Nevers  to  be  brought  to 
converfe  with  fir  James  for  a  Iliort  fpace,  and  then 
to  be  carried  back  to  his  prifon. 

The  order  was  inftantly  obeyed  ;  and  the  count 
de  Nevers  faw  fir  James  de  Helly  with  great  joy. 
He  made  many  inquiries  after  the  king  of  France, 
the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  and  what  was 
pafiing  in  that  country.  The  knight  related  to 
him  every  thing  he  had  ken  or  heard,  and  deli- 
vered 
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vered  him  all  the  mefTages  he  had  been  charged 
with;  but  they  were  greatly  interrupted  by  the 
officers  of  the  fultan^  who  prelTed  them  to  finifh 
their  converfation,  as  they  had  other  bufmefs  to 
attend  to. 

Sir  James  afl<:ed  the  count  if  all  the  other  French 
lords  were  in  good  health.  He^  replied, — *  All 
except  the  lord  de  Coucy,  who  has  remained  fick 
at  Burfa  -,  and  this  favour,  I  underftand,  has  been 
granted  through  the  credit  of  the  lord  de  Mathe- 
lin,  who  has  pledged  himfelf  for  him,  and  is 
much  efleemed  by  the  fultan.'  Sir  James  then 
told  him  that  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
had  fent  fir  John  Chateaumorant  as  ambaflador  to 
Bajazet,  with  moll  magnificent  prefents  to  foften 
the  fultan's  anger  j  but  that  fir  John  had  flopped 
at  Buda  in  Hungary  until  he  fhould  return  with  a 
paflport  for  him  and  his  attendants ;  that  the 
fultan  had  promifed  the  pafTport,  with  which  he 
intended  returning  to  Buda  in  a  very  few  days.- 

The  count  de  Nevers  was  exceedingly  rejoiced 
on  hearing  this ;  but  he  dared  not  give  way  to  his 
feelings,  for  the  Turks  were  obferving  them.  The 
laft  words  the  count  faid  to  him  were, — *  Sir 
James,  I  underfland  that  Bajazet  has  given  you 
your  liberty,  and  that  you  may  return  to  France 
when  you  pleafe.  On  your  arrival  there,  tell  my 
lord  and  father  from  me,  that  if  he  have  any  in- 
tention to  ranfom  me  and  my  companions  he  mult 
not  delay  to  negotiate  through  the  means  of  Ve- 
netian or  Genoefe  merchants,  and  clofe  with  the 
firft  offer  the  fultan,  or  his  miniflers  for  him,  may 
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make ;  for  we  are  loft  for  ever,  if  it  be  longer 
negletfled.  But  I  iinderftand  that  the  fultan  is 
very  loyal  and  courteous  in  his  charader,  when 
applied  to  properly.' 

Thus  ended  their  interview,  and  the  count  de 
Kevers  was  conduced  back  to  prifon.  Sir  James 
de  Helly  haftened  the  paflport  which  had  been 
promifcd  him.  When  it  had  been  drawn  out  in 
the  ufual  form,  and  fealed  by  Bajazet,  it  was  de^ 
livered  to  the  knight,  who  took  leave  of  the  fultan 
and  his  court,  and  fet  off  on  his  return  to  Buda. 
He  inftandy  waited  on  fir  Johnde  Chateaumorant, 
who  was  impatiently  expefling  him,  and  faid,-— 
'  1  bring  you  a  paflport  for  yourfelf  and  your 
attendants,  to  go  and  return  in  fafety  from 
Turkey,  which  the  fultan  readily  granted  me.' 

*  That  is  well  done,'  replied  fir  John  :  *  let  us 
go  to  the  king  of  Hungary,  and  tell  him  the  news. 
To-morrow  morning,  I  will  begin  my  journey, 
for  I  have  (laid  here  long  enough.' 

They  went  to  the  king's  chamber,  and  related 
to  him  all  ycu  have  juft  heard.  The  king  replied, 
— '  Chateaumorant  and  Helly,  I  am  glad  to  fee 
you  both,  as  well  on  your  own  account  as  for  the 
afftdiion  I  bear  to  the  king  and  my  coufins  of 
France,  and  I  fl:iall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  ferve 
you.  You  may  travel  through  any  part  of  my 
kingdom,  unmolefted,  or  even  into  Turkey,  if  it 
be  your  pleafure ;  but  with  regard  to  your  carry- 
ing any  rich  prefents  or  jewels  to  the  fultan,  which 
you,  Chateaumorant,  are  charged  with  from 
France,  I  will  never  confent  that  they  pafs  through 
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tny  kingdom,  to  be  offered  to  the  infidel  Bajazet, 
Cor  he  fhall  never  be  enriched  by  them.     I  fliould 
be  extremely  blamed  and  laughed  at,  if  in  future 
times  he  be  enabled  to  boafl.  that  to  gain  his  love, 
and  from  fear,  becaufe  he  has  gained  a  vidory  over 
me,  and  detains  fome  great  barons  of  France  pri- 
foners,  the  king   of  France   and  his  princes  have 
fent  him  rich  prefents.     In  refpecl  to  the  gerfal- 
cons, I  am  indifferent  whether  he  have  them  or 
not  J  for  birds  fly  any  where,  and  are  as  foon  lofl 
as  given;  but  with  refpect  to  fine  tapeftry,  which 
would   remain  as  a  proof  of  his    boaftings   being 
true,  I  will  not  confent  that  he  enjoy  the  pleafure 
of   poffeffing    it.       Therefore,     Chateaumorant,' 
continued  the  king  of  Hungary,  *  if  you  wifh  to 
make  a  journey   into   Turkey,    to    fee    Bajazet, 
and   prefent  him  with  the  falcons,  you  may  do 
fo,  but  you  fhall  not  carry  him  any  thing  elfe.' 

'  Sir  John  de  Chateaumorant  replied, — *  Cer- 
tainly, fire,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  king  of 
France,  nor  to  his  honour  tnore  than  to  that  of  the 
other  lords  who  have  fent  me,  that  I  fail  in  any 
particular  in  the  accomplifhment  of  the  objeds  they 
have  charged  me  with.' 

'  Very  well,'  faid  the  king:  *  you  will  not  at 
prefent  have  any  other  anfwer  from  me  than  what 
you  have  heard.' 

The  two  knights  left  the  apartment,  and  con- 
fulted  together  how  to  a6l,  for  this  refufal  of  the 
king  of  Hungary  had  difconcerted  them.  They 
thought  their  only  expedient  was    to  fend  off  a 
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mefTengcr  exprefs  with  the  account  of  the  king  of 
Hungary's  conducft  to  the  king  of  France  and  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  for  them  to  provide  a  remedy, 
and  to  explain  the  caufes  of  their  delay.  They 
wrote,  in  confequence,  letters  to  the  king  and  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  and  engaged  a  trufty  mcffenger 
to  carry  them,  whom  they  fuppHed  wlih  a  fuffi- 
ciency  of  money  for  him  frequently  to  change  his 
horfes  on  the  road,  that  he  might  haften  his  jour- 
ney, while  they  waited  his  return  at  Buda. 

The  melTenger  journeyed  with  great  diligence 
to  Paris,  and  delivered  his  letters  to  the  king  of 
France  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy.  Having  read 
them,  they  were  much  furprifed  and  vexed  that 
the  king  of  Hungary  fnould  prevent  their  ambaf- 
fador  from  continuing  his  journey  with  the  prefents 
to  the  fultan  of  Turkey,  as  they  had  ordered  him 
to  do.  The  duke  of  Berry,  however,  excufed 
the  king  of  Hungary,  faying  he  was  no  way  to 
blame,  for  it  v/as  too  debafing  to  a  king  of  France 
to  fend  prefents  and  jewels  to  fuch  a  recreant 
pagan  king.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  was  more 
nearly  affeded  in  the  matter,  and  defended  the 
meafure  as  reafonable,  fmce  fortune  had  been  fo 
favourable,  to  give  the  fultan  a  vidlory,  in  which 
the  whole  force  of  the  king  of  Flungary  was  flain 
or  put  to  flight,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  nobles 
made  prifoners  that  had  been  in  the  battle.  It 
therefore  behoved  their  relations  and  friends  to 
adopt  every  mode  for  their  deliverance,  if  they 
were  defirous  of  feeing  them  again. 
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This  fpeech  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  king  and  council.  The  king  afked 
the  duke  of  Berry, — *  Good  uncle,  if  this  fultan 
Bajazet,  or  any  other  pagan  king,  were  to  fend 
you  a  rich  and  fparkling  ruby,  would  you  accept 
of  it  ?'  '  My  lord,'  replied  the  duke,  '  I  ihouid 
confider  of  it.'  The  king  reminded  him  that  it 
was  not  ten  years  fince  the  fukan  had  fent  him  a 
ruby  that  had  cofl  twenty  thoufand  francs. 

The  king  of  Hungary  was  condemned  by  all  for 
having  prevented  the  prefents  from  being  carried 
to  the  fultan,  which  might  have  the  tffcO:  of  adding 
to  the  diftrefsful  ftate  of  the  French  lords  that  were 
prifoners.  The  king  was  therefore  advifed  to 
write  courteous  letters  to  the  king  of  Hungary,  to 
requeft  that  he  would  no  longer  prevent  his  am- 
bafiador  from  proceeding  on  his  journey  with  the 
prefents  to  the  court  of  Turkey.  When  they  had 
been  fairly  written  out  and  fealed,  they  were  given 
to  the  meflenger  from  Hungary,  who,  leaving 
Paris,  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Buda. 
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CHAP.  XLVL 

THE    DUCHESS     OF     ORLEANS     IS      SUSPECTED     OF 
CAUSING   THE    KINC's    ILLNESS. 

T7  VERY  year  the  king  of  France  had  relapfes 
•^  of  his  frenzy,  without  any  phyfician  or  fur- 
geon  being  able  to  prevent  it.  Some  indeed  had 
boafled  that  they  would  reftore  him  to  found 
heakhj  but  it  was  foon  found  they  laboured  in  vain. 
The  king's  diforder  never  ceafed  until  it  had  run 
its  courfe,  in  fpite  of  prayers  and  medicines. 
Some  of  the  phyficians  and  forcerers  who  attended 
the  king,  on  finding  their  labour  loft,  declared  the 
king  muft  have  been  poifoned  or  enchanted  by 
fome  pernicious  herbs.  This  agitated  greatly  the 
minds  of  the  nobility  and  people,  for  thefe  force- 
rers  affirmed,  the  better  to  gain  belief,  that  the 
king  was  under  the  pov/er  of  forcery,  and  that 
they  knew  it  from  the  devil  who  had  revealed  it 
to  them.  Several  of  thefe  conjurors  had  been 
burnt  at  Paris  and  Avignon,  for  having  gone  lb 
far  to  fay  that  the  duchefs  of  Orleans,  daughter  to 
the  duke  of  Milan,  was  the  caufe  of  this  mifchief, 
that  fhe  might  fucceed  to  the  crown  of  France. 
This  was  fo  much  believed  that  common  report 
faid  fiie  had  frequently  praftifed  fuch  arts,  and 
that,  fo  long  as  fhe  was  near  the  perfon  of  the 
king,    he    neither   would   nor   could  regain    his 
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It  was  therefore  necefTary,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
flander,  that  the  duchefs  of  Orleans  lliould  quit 
Paris.  She  went  firft  to  refide  at  Afnieres,  a  very 
handfome  caftle  near  Pontoife,  that  belonged  to 
the  duke  her  lord,  and  then  to  Neufchateau,  on 
the  Loire,  which  alfo  belonged  to  him.  Tne  duke 
of  Orleans  was  very  melancholy  on  hearing  fuch 
injurious  reports  againfl:  his  duchefs,  which  he 
diflembied  as  well  as  he  could,  and  never  on  this 
account  quitted  the  king  or  court,  for  he  took 
pleafure  in  attending  public  bufmefs  and  the  dif- 
ferent councils  on  the  affairs  of  the  realm. 

Galeas  duke  of  Milan  was  duly  informed  of  the 
infamous  crimes  his  daughter,  the  duchefs  ofOrleans, 
was  accufedof   He  deeply  felt  the  injury,  and  had 
twice  or  thrice  fent  ambafladors  to  France,  to  excul- 
pate his  daughter  to  the  king  of  France  and  his  coun- 
cil, offering,  at  the  fame  time,  a  knight  or  knights 
that  fhould  engage  in  mortal  combat  any  perfon 
who  fhould  dare   to  accufe  his  daughter  of  fuch 
iniquitous  and  treafonable  praftices.     The  duke  of 
Milan  threatened  to  make  war  on  France  ;  for  he 
had  learnt  that  the  king,  when  he  gave  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage  to   the  king  of  England,  between 
Ardres  and  Calais,  had  declared,  that  on  his  return 
to  Paris,  he  would  not  attend  to  any  thing  until  he 
Ihould  march  a  large  army  into  the  Milanefe  j  and 
that  his  fon-in-law,    king  Richard,    had,     to  his 
great  fatisfadion,  offered  him  one  thoufand   En- 
glifh  fpears  and  fix  thoufand  archers.     Galeas  had 
likewife   heard    that   purveyances    were    making 
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throughout  Dauphiny  and  Savoy  for  the  king  of 
France,  for  it  was  by  Piedmont  he  intended  enter- 
ing Lombardy. 

This  expedition,  however,  was  laid  afide,  and 
no  more  thought  of,  when  the  news  arrived  of 
the  unfortunate  ifTue  of  the  battle  of  Nicopoli,  and 
the  death  and  captivity  of  the  French  nobles.  The 
king  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy  were  fo  afflifted  at 
this  event,  that  they  could  not  attend  to  any  thing 
clfe  :  they  befides  knew  that  the  duke  of  Milan 
was  on  the  moll  friendly  terms  with  Bajazet, 
which  was  an  additional  reafon  at  this  moment  not 
to  pufli  any  hoftile  attempts  againft  him,  and  he 
'Aas  lefcunmolefted. 
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CHAP.  XLVII. 

THE  DUKE  AND  DUCHESS  OF  BURGUNDY  DILI- 
GENTLY EXERT  THEMSELVES  TO  FIND  MEANS 
TO  RANSOM  THE  COUNT  DE  NEVERS,  THEIR 
SON,  AND  HIS  FELLOW-PRISONERS  IN  TUR- 
KEY.  THE     KING    OF     HUNGARY,      THROUGH 

THE  PERSUASION  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTER  OF 
RHODES,  PERMITS  THE  AMBASSADOR  FROM 
THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  PASS  THROUGH  HIS 
KINGDOM  WITH  THE  PRESENTS  FOR  THE  SUL- 
TAN  BAJAZET. 

'T^HE  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  confidered 
■*'  every  pofiible  means  of  recovering  their  fon. 
As  they  knew  they  muft  pay  a  very  large  fum  for 
his  ranfom,  they  reduced  their  expenfes  as  much 
as  pofTible,  to  gather  all  the  money  they  could ; 
without  this,  they  knew  they  could  not  fucceed  ; 
and  made  many  friends  among  the  Venetian  and 
Genoefe  merchants,  for  through  their  means  the 
ranfoms  were  to  be  negotiated. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  refided  with  the  king, 
who  converfed  with  him  frequently  on  affairs  of 
Hate,  and  paid  attention  to  what  he  faid  j  for  the 
duke  had  the  principal  fhare  in  the  government, 
which  made  his  own  affairs  profper  the  more. 

At  this  time  there  lived  in  Paris  a  Lombard, 
who  was  a  great  and  rich  merchant,  and  tranfafted 
bufinefs  for  the  other  Lombards :  he  was  known 
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and  fpoken  of  all  over  the  world,  wherever  com- 
merce was  carried  on :  his  name  was  Dinde  Def- 
ponde,  and  by  him  all  exchanges  were  made.  If 
before  the  event  of  the  battle  of  Nicopoli  he  was 
beloved  by  the  king  of  France  and  the  lords  of  his 
court,  he  was  now  much  more  fo,  and  had  fre- 
quent confultations  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy  on 
the  furcft  means  to  recover  his  fon  and  the  other 
lords  who  were  prifoners  in  Turkey. 

Dinde  Befponde  faid  to  the  duke, — '  My  lord, 
by  degrees  ail  things  are  brought  about.  The 
merchants  of  Genoa,  snd  of  the  iflands  under  their 
obedience,  are  well  known  every  where,  and  traffic 
with  Cairo,  Alexandria,  Damafcus,  Damietta  and 
Turkey,  and  in  different  countries  of  infidels ;  for 
trade,  my  lord,  as  you  know,  finds  its  way  every 
where,  and  rules  the  world.  Write,  therefore,  to 
the  Genoefe,  and  prevail  on  the  king  to  do  fo 
likewife,  in  a  friendly  manner,  promifing  them 
great  rewards  if  they  will  undertake  the  bufinefs ; 
for  there  is  nothing  but  may  be  accomplifhed  with 
money.  The  king  of  Cyprus,  who  is  near  to 
Turkey,  and  now  at  peace  with  the  fultan,  may 
alfo  affift  in  the  matter.  You  muft  fuppofe  that, 
as  for  myfelf,  I  will  exert  my  powers  to  the  utmoil, 
for  I  am  bound  to  obey  you  in  every  thing.' 

The  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  negledled 
no  means  to  free  their  fon  from  his  captivity,  for 
they  were  forely  afflidled  by  it.  He  was  the  heir 
to  their  vaft  poffeffions ;  and  this  misfortune  had 
happened  to  him  on  his  firft  onfet  in  arms.  The 
ladies  of  France  lamented  the  lofs  of  their  huf- 
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bands  and  friends,  efpecially  the  lady  of  Coucy j 
who  refufed  all  comfort,  and  bewailed  him  day 
and  night.  The  duke  of  Lorraine  and  fir  Ferri  dc 
Lorraine,  her  brothers,  vifited  her  at  Saint  Gobin*, 
where  llie  refided,  and  confoled  her  as  well  as  they 
could.  They  advifed  her  to  fend  into  Turkey  to 
gain  fome  intelligence  of  him,  for  they  had  heard 
he  had  greater  liberty  allowed  him  than  the  other 
prifoners. 

The  lady  thanked  her  brothers  for  this  advice, 
and  inflantly  fent  for  fir  Robert  Defnef ,  a  good  and 
valiant  knight  of  the  Cambrefis.  She  entreated 
him  fo  fweetly,  urging  him,  out  of  affedion  to 
her,  to  undertake  a  journey  into  Turkey,  that  the 
knight  confented,  and  engaged  to  go  thither  and 
bring  back  full  intelligence  of  the  lord  de 
Coucy. 

Sir  Robert  foon  made  his  preparations,  and, 
accompanied  by  four  others,  fet  out  for  Hungary. 
In  like  manner  did  other  ladies  in  France  fend  to 
inquire  after  their  hulbands. 

The  king  of  Hungary  was  very  obllinate  in  his 
refufal  to  allow  fir  John  de  Chateaumorant  to  con- 
tinue his  journey  to  Turkey  with  the  prefents  from 
the  king  of  France  to  the  fultan.  Though  this 
greatly  difpleafed  fir  John  and  fir  James  de  Helly, 
they  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  alter  his  refo- 
lution.      It   happened  that   the  grand  mafter  of 

*  Saint  Gobin, — near  la  Fere  in  Picardy,  now  famous  for  its 
fine  manufaiStory  of  looking  glaffes. 

t  Sir  Robert  Defne.  t>ir  Robert  de  Seu,  MSS.  B.  M.  and 
Hafod. 
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Rhodes  came  at  this  time  to  Buda.  He  was  moft 
kindly  received  by  the  king,  as  indeed  he  ought 
to  have  been,  for,  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  he 
had  faved  the  king  from  death  or  captivity.  He 
made  acquaintance  with  the  two  knights  from 
France,  who  related  to  him  the-'  condufl  of  the 
king  of  Hungary,  and  the  circumftance  of  his 
detaining  them  at  Buda.  He  was  much  furprifed, 
and  faid,  to  foften  their  anger,  he  would  fpjeak  to 
the  king  on  the  fubjeft,  and,  as  they  Ihould  foon 
experience,  with  good  effed.  He  managed  the 
matter' fo  prudently  with  the  king,  that  they  were 
permitted  to  continue  their  journey  to  Turkey, 
with  all  their  prefents,  which  were  reftored  to  them. 
The  ambalTadcr  arrived  in  fafety  at  the  place 
where  Bajazet  refided,  owing  to  the  paffports  fir 
James  de  Helly  had  brought  him.  The  fultan  re- 
ceived the  knights,  and  their  prefents  from  the 
king  of  France,  with  much  refpedt,  and  feemed 
very  proud  of  what  the  king  had  fent  him. 

The  knights  were  only  permitted  to  have  one 
interview  with  the  count  de  Nevers,  but  with 
none  of  the  others:  this,  however,  was  of  a  fuffi- 
ciently  long  continuance.  On  their  taking  leave, 
the  count  faid, — '  Recommend  me  to  my  lord  and 
father,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  to  my  lady-mother, 
to  my  lord  the  king,  and  to  my  lord  of  Berry, 
and  falute  in  my  name  all  my  friends.  Should 
there  be  any  negotiation  going  forward  with  Ba- 
jazet, urge  the  fpeedy  conclufion,  for  we  fuffer 
from  every  delay.  We  were  originally  eight  pri--, 
fonersj,  butare  now  increafed,  by  fixteen  more,  to 
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twenty-four  *  :  let  the  ranfom  include  all  of  us, 
for  it  will  be  as  readily  agreed  to  for  the  whole  as 
for  one.  Bajazet  has  fettled  this  in  his  own  mind, 
and  you  may  depend  on  his  (leadinefs  ;  and  thofe 
who  have  fent  you  hither  may  rely  on  his  word, 
for  it  is  inviolable.'  Sir  James  de  Helly  and  fir 
John  de  Chateaumorant  replied,  they  would  fay 
and  do  every  thing  he  had  diredled.  They  then 
took  leave  of  the  count  de  Nevers,  and  the  fultan, 
and  fet  out  for  Hungary  a;nd  France.  On  their 
return,  they  met  the  meflenger  whom  they  had 
fent  to  Paris,  as  has  been  mentioned,  bringing 
letters  to  the  king  of  Hungary.  They  made  him 
come  back  with  them,  as  he  had  now  no  occafion 
to  proceed  furt.her,  for  they  had  been  in  Turkey; 
and  they  all  returned  together,  to  the  king  of 
France  at  Paris. 

*  The  MSS.  fay  nine  original  prifoners. 


Vol.  XI.  Z  CHAR 


338 


CHAP.  XLVIIL 

THE  DUKE  OF  GLOCESTER  PLOTS  THE  DESTRUC- 
TION Of  HIS  NEPHEW,  THE  KING  OF  ENG- 
LAND.  THE     KING,      HAVING     INFORMATION 

OF     HIS    PRACTICES,    HAS  JIIM     ARRESTED     BY 
THE  EARL  MARSHAL. 

I  HAVE  been  fome  time  without  faying  any 
thing  of  the  duke  ot  Gloceiler,  the  youngeft 
fon  of  the  late  king  Edward  of  England,  for  I 
have  not  had  any  caufe  for  fo  doing.  But  I  will 
now  fpeak  of  him,  becaufe  his  heart  would  no 
way  incline  to  the  French,  and  he  was  more  pleafeci 
than  hurt  at  the  melancholy  lofs  they  had  fullained 
in  Turkey.  He  had  with  him  a  knight  called  fir 
John  Lackingay,  who  was  his  mod  confidential 
advifer,  and,  as  it  was  afterwards  difcovered,  held 
with  him  fuch  converfations  as  the  following: 
'  Thefe  vain-boafting  French  have  been  nearly  an- 
nihilated in  Turkey.  Such  knights  and  fquires  as 
join  company  with  them  know  not  what  they  are 
aboutj  and  are  ill  advifed  when  they  do  fo,  for 
they  are  fo  full  of  vanity  and  prelumption,  that 
they  never  can  bring  to  a  fuccefsful  ilTue  any  thing 
they  undertake.  This  has  often  been  apparent 
during  the  wars  of  my  lord  and  father,  and  our 
brother  the  prince  of  Wales,  for  they  never  could 
obtain  a  vidory  over  our  men.  I  know  not  why 
we  have  any  truces  with   them :   if  it  were   war 
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with  them,  as  wc  have  good  caufe  for  quarrely 
we  would  wage  it  now  more  fuccefsfully  than  ever, 
for  the  flower  of  the  French  chivalry  is  flain  or  in 
captivity.  Our  countrymen  wifh  for  war,  for 
without  it  they  cannot  exift,  and  idlenefs  to  men 
at  arms  is  death.  I  fwear,  therefore,  by  God, 
that  if  I  be  alive,  and  in  health,  two  years  hence, 
the  war  fhall  be  renewed,  for  I  will  not  keep  any 
truce  or  peace.  The  French  have  fhewn  how 
little  they  have  regarded  them  in  former  times, 
and  have,  by  whatever  treacherous  and  underhand 
means  they  could  devife,  deprived  us  of  the  duchy 
of  Aquitaine,  which  was  given  up  to  my  late  lord 
and  father,  in  conformity  to  a  found  treaty  of 
peace.  This  I  have  more  than  once  charged 
them  with,  in  the  conferences  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  fea ;  but  they  made  fuch  flourifliing  and  com- 
plimentary fpeeches,  they  always  lighted  on  their 
feet,  and  I  was  not  attended  to  either  by  the  king 
or  by  my  brothers. 

'  If  the  king  of  England  had  a  good  head,  and 
were  as  defirous  as  I  am  of  war,  and  would  take 
fome  pains  to  recover  the  inheritance  they  have 
lliamefully  ftolen  from  him,  he  w^ould  find  one 
hundred  thoufand  archers  and  fix  thoufand  men 
at  arms  willing  to  crofs  the  fea,  and  ready  tQ 
ferve  him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  But  things 
are  not  fo.  At  this  moment  we  have  an  unwarlike 
king,  who  is  indifferent  as  to  arms,  otherwife  he 
would  fhew  himfelf  in  France  ;  for  there  never 
was  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  to  carry  the  war 
thither  as  at  this  prefent  moment,  fince  they  would 
Z  2  be 
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be  aflured  of  a  battle,  and\^  the  people  of  this 
country,  who  are  always  eager  to  fight  with  thofc 
richer  than  themfelves,  for  the  fake  of  the  fpoil, 
would  venture  boldly,  in  the  hope  of  having  the 
like  fuccefs  with  their  anceftors  under  the  king  my 
father,  of  happy  memory,  and  my  brother  the 
prince  of  Wales. 

'  I  am  the  iaft  of  the  royal  family  of  England ; 
but,  were  I  believed,  I  would  be  the  firft  to  renew 
the  wars,  to  retaliate  for  the  wrongs  that  have 
been  done  us,  and  which  they  are  daily  doing  by 
the  connivance  and  weaknefs  of  our  rulers,  more 
particularly  of  our  head  the  king  of  England,  who 
has  allied  himfelf  by  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  his  enemy  the  king  of  France.  That  is  a  fure 
proof  he  will  have  no  war:  certainly  not:  he  is 
too  heavy  behind,  and  only  wifhes  for  the  plea- 
fures  of  the  table  and  the  amufements  of  ladies. 
That  is  not  the  life  for  men  at  arms,  who  are  de- 
firous  of  renown  and  profij.  I  have  not  forgotten 
my  lafl  expedition  through  France,  I  might  have 
had  with  me  about  two  thoufand  lances  and  eight 
thoufand  archers.  When  we  crofTed  the  fea,  we 
entered  France  by  way  of  Calais,  and  continued 
our  march  through  the  country,  without  meeting 
any  one  to  oppofe  us  or  offer  us  battle. 

*  Such  formerly  was  the  fuccefs  of  fir  Robert 
KnoUes,  fir  Hugh  Calve rley,  fir  Thomas  Grand- 
fon,  fir  Philip  Gifford,  but  they  had  not  as  many 
men  as  I  had  under  their  command,  and  yet  they 
marched  to  the  gates  of  Paris,  and  demanded  bat- 
tle from  the  king  of  Fiance.     No  one,  however, 
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ventured  out  to  anfwer  their  challenge,  and  the/ 
continued  their  route  without  interruption  into 
Brittany.  You  might  then  have  marched  from 
Calais  to  Bordeaux,  without  any  one  daring  to 
oppofe  you  -,  but  I  am  perfuaded  whoever  fhould 
now  attempt  it  would  be  combated ;  for  he  who 
at  prefent  figns  himfelf  king  of  France  is  young, 
aftive,  and  has  a  ftrong  defire  to  achieve  fomc 
gallant  enterprife.  He  would  therefore  fight  with 
us,  whatever  might  be  the  confequences,  and  that 
is  every  thing  we  could  defire ;  for  it  has  been  by 
battle  and  vifbories  o/er  the  French/ who  are  Co 
rich,  that  we  are  become  wealthy  :  if  peace  con- 
tinue, we  Ihall  languilh  and  become  more  ener- 
vated than  ever,  fince  my  nephew  came  to  the 
throne  of  England.  Things  cannot  long  remain 
in  this  (late,  before  the  people  will  perceive  and 
redrefs  them.  The  king  raifes  heavy  taxes  on 
the  merchants,  who  are  greatly  difcontented :  he 
fquanders  the  money  no  one  knows  how,  and  thus 
is  the  kingdom  of  England  impoverifhcd.  True 
it  is,  that  he  gives  largely  to  thofe  about  him,  and 
in  whom  he  confides,  but  the  people  pay  for  this, 
and  it  will  fhortly  caufe  a  rebellion ;  for  they  al- 
ready begin  to  murmur,  and  to  fay  publicly  that 
fuch  meafures  muft  not  longer  be  fufixsred. 

*  The  king  gives  out  that  as  foon  as  the  truces 
between  France  and  England  Ihali  be  figned,  he 
will  make  a  voyage  to  Ireland,  and  employ  there 
his  men  at  arms  and  archers.  He  has  already 
been  there,  and  gained  but  little,  for  Ireland  is 
not  worth  conquering :  the  Irifh  arc  a  poor  and 
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wicked  people,  with  an  impoverifhed  counfryj 
and  he  who  Ihould  conquer  it  one  year,  would  lofc 
it  the  next.  Lackingay,  Lackingay  !  all  you  have 
juft  heard  me  fay  confider  as  truth.' 

Such  .were  the  converfations,  as  it  was  afterwards 
known,  between   the  duke  of  Glocefter  and  his 
knight.     He  had  conceived  a  great  hatred  to  his 
nephev/,  the  king  of  England,  and  could  no  way 
fpeak  well  of  him  ;  and  although  he  was,  with  his 
brother   of  Lancailer,  the    greatefb   perfonage   in 
England,  and  one   by  whofe   advice  the  govern- 
ment  ought  to  have   been   carried  on,    he  paid 
not  any  attention   to  it.     When  the  king  fent  for 
him,  if  it  was  his  pleafure  he  would  come,  but  more 
frequently  he  ftaid  at  home ;  and,  when  he  obey- 
ed,  he  was   always   the  lail  to  come  and  the  firft 
to  depart.      On  giving  his   opinion,   it  muft  be 
implicitly  followed,   for  he  would  not  fuffer  it  to 
be  contradicted.     Ele  then   took  leave,    mounted 
his  horfe,  and  fet  off  for  a   handfome   caflle   he 
haii    in  Effex,  thirty  miles  from  London,  called 
Plefliy,  where  he    refided  more    conftantly  than 
any  where  elfe. 

This  lord  Thomas  was  a  great  lord,  and  could 
afford  to  expend  annually,  from  his  income,  fixty 
thoufand  crowns.  Ele  was  duke  of  Glocefter,  earl 
of  Effex  and  Buckingham,  and  conftable  of  Eng- 
land j  and,  from  his  rough  manner,  was  more 
dreaded  by  the  king  than  any  other  of  his  uncles, 
for,  in  his  fpeech,  he  never  fpared  him.  The 
king  was  always  fubmiffive  to  him,  and  whatever 
he  allied  was  inftantly  granted.  The  duke  of  Glo- 
cefter 
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ce.fter  had  ordered  many  fevere  and  hafly  execu- 
tions in  England,  and,  without  any  title  of  reafon 
or  juftice,  had  caufcd  that  prudent  and  gallant 
knight  fir  Simon  Burley  to  be  beheaded,  with  many 
others  of  the  king's  council. 

This  duke  likewife  caufed  the  banifhment  of  the 
archbifliop  of  York  and  the  duke  of  Ireland  from 
England,  notwithftanding  the  confidence  the  king 
repofed  in  them,  accufmg  them  of  giving  evil  coun- 
fel  to  the  king,  keeping  him  under  their  govern- 
ance, and  wafting  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  on 
themfelves.  The  duke  of  Glocefter's  two  bro- 
thers of  Lancafter  and  York  refided  generally  with 
the  king:  he  was  jealous  of  them,  and  faid  to  fc- 
veral  (fuch  as  Robert*  bifhop  of  London  and 
others)  who  went  to  vifit  him  at  his  caftle  of 
Plefliy,  that  his  brothers  v/ere  too  expenfive  to 
the  king,  and  that  it  would  be  more  decent  for 
them  to  live  at  their  own  houfes.  The  duke  gained, 
by  every  pofllble  means,  the  love  of  the  Lon- 
doners; for  he  thought,  if  he  acquired  popularity 
with  them,  the  reft  of  England  would  follow  their 
example.  The  duke  a  had  nephew,  fon  to  his  bro- 
ther Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  who  had  married  the 
daughter  of  Galeas,  lord  of  Milan,  and  died  at 
Afti  in  Piedmont.  The  duke  of  Gloccfter  would 
gladly  have  feen  this  nephew,  called  John  earl  of 

*  Robert  Braybrook,  who  fucceeded  Courtnay,  on  his  tranf- 
lation  to  Canterbury,  1381,  and  died  1404,  having  been  chan- 
cellor of  England  fcarcely  fix  months. 

Gough^s  Plefyi  note,  p.  59. 

Z  4  March^ 
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March  *,  on  the  throne  of  England,  and  king 
Richard  depofed  from  it,  faying  he  was  neither 
worthy  nor  capable  to  hold  the  government  of 
England ;  and  this  opinion  he  made  no  fecret  of 
to  thofe  who  were  in  his  confidence. 

He  invited  this  earl  of  March  to  come  and  fee 
him  i  and,  when  at  Plefhy,  he  unbofomed  himfelf 
to  him  of  all  the  fecrets  of  his  heart,  telling  him 
that  he  had  been  feleded  for  king  of  England ; 
that  king  Richard  and  his  queen  were  to  be  con- 
fined, but  with  ample  provifion  for  their  mainte- 
nance, as  long  as  they  livedo  and  he  earneflly 
belbught  his  nephew  to  believe  all  he  faid,  for  he 
fhould  make  it  a  point  to  put  his  plans  into 
execution,  and  that  he  was  already  joined  by  the 
carl  of  Arundel,  fir  John  Arundel,  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  and  many  prelates  and  barons  of  Eng- 
land. 

The  earl  of  March  was  thunderllruck  on  hear- 
ing this  propofal  from  his  uncle  j  but,  young  as 
he  was,  he  diffembled  his  real  fentiments,  and  pru- 
dently replied,  to  pleafe  his  uncle  and  to  get  away, 
that  he  never  thought  of  fuch  things,  and  they 

*  *  He  was  third  fon  of  Edmund  Mortimer  earl  of  March, 
by  Philippa,  daughter  of  Lionel  duke  of  Clarence,  and  was 
hanged  3d  Henry  VI.  Sandford,  p.  224.  Froiflart  means 
Roger,  his  elder  brother,  flain  in  Irelmd,  zzd  Rich.  11.,  whofe 
death  Richard  went  over  to  avenge,  when  Henry  IV.  plotted  to 
dethrone  him.  lb.  p.  226.  This  Roger  was  declared  heir  to 
the  crown  by  parliament,  9th  Rich.  II.  Leland's  Collcftanea, 
vol.  i.  p.  693.  FroifTart  took  the  opportunity  of  the  marriage 
of  Lionel  and  Violanta  to  vifit  Italy,  and  dwells  on  the  folemni- 
tits  acd  feftivals  of  the  -w adding, '—Go ugh' j  Ple/hj,  />.  60. 
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were  of  fuch  a  magnitude  as  to  require  his  deli- 
berate confideration.  The  duke  then,  obfcrving 
the  manner  of  his  nephew,  defired  he  would  keep 
what  he  had  faid  very  fecret.  This  he  promifed 
faithfully  to  do,  and,  taking  his  leave,  haftened 
from  him,  and  inftantly  went  to  his  eflates  in  Ire- 
land :  he  would  never  liften  nor  fend  any  an- 
fwer  to  all  the  propofals  his  uncle  made  to  him, 
excufing  himfelf  honourably  from  taking  part  in 
them,  ab  he  forefaw  they  mufl  end  badly. 

The  duke  of  Glocefter  employed  all  polTible 
means  to  flir  up  troubles  in  England,  and  excite 
the  Londoners  againfl:  the  king.  The  year  that  a 
truce  had  been  ligned  between  England  and  France, 
to  laft  for  thirty  years,  king  Richard  and  his  queen 
came  to  London,  on  their  return  from  France  : 
the  duke  of  Glocefter  whifpered  the  citizens  to 
petition  the  king  to  abolifli  all  taxes  and  fubfidies 
which  had  been  impofed  for  the  laft  twenty  years, 
as  it  was  reafonable  they  Ihould  now  ceafe,  fince 
a  truce  had  been  figned  for  fo  long  a  term,  and 
they  had  been  levied  folely  as  war-taxes,  to  pay 
the  men  at  arms  and  archers  in  fupport  of  the 
war.  He  told  the  merchants,  '  it  was  hard  to 
pay  thirteen  florins  out  of  every  hundred  as  a  tax 
on  merchandifc,  which  were  fpent  in  idle  dances 
and  feafts  :  you  pay  for  them,  and  are  forely  op- 
prefled.  Add  to  your  petition  a  remonftrance  for 
the  realm  to  be  governed  according  to  ancient  cuf- 
tom  and  ufages,  and  that  whenever  there  Ihall  be 
any  neceflity  to  raife  money  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  you  will  tax  yourfelves  with  fuch  fums 

as 
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as   iTiall    be    fatisfadory    to    the    king    and    his 
council.' 

This  advice  of  the  duke  of  Gloceiler  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Londoners,  and  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal tov/ns.  They  collefted  together,  and  went 
in  a  body  to  the  king  at  Eltham,  where  they  de- 
manded redrefs  of  what  they  complained  of,  and 
that  ail  taxes  which  had  been  raifed  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  war  iliould  be  infcantly  abolilbed. 
Only  two  of  the  king's  uncles  were  prefent  when 
the  citizens  prefented  their  petition  and  remon- 
ftrance,  namely,  the  dukes  of  Lancafler  and  York. 
The  king  defircd  they  would  anfwer  the  Londoners 
and  the  other  citizens  who  had  accompanied  them, 
but  particularly  the  duke  of  Lancafler,  who  faid 
to  them, — '  My  fair  firs,  you  will  now,  each  of 
you,  return  to  your  homes,  and,  within  a  month 
from  this  day,  come  to  the  palace  of  Weflmipfler, 
when  the  i^ing,  his  nobles  and  prelates  of  the  coun- 
cil lliali  be  affembled,  and  your  petition  and  re- 
monfcrance  be  taken  into  confideration.  What 
fhall  then  be  diought  right  to  maintain  or  abolilh 
will  be  determined  upon,  and  you  may  depend  on 
having  fuch  redrefs  as  ought  to  fatisfy  you.' 

This  anfwer  contented  fome,  but  not  allj  for 
there  were  among  them  rebels  attached  to  the  duke 
ctf  Glocefter,  who  wanted  a  more  fpeedy  decifion 
of  their  demands  -,  but  the  dukes  of  Lancafler  and 
York  appeafed  them  by  gentle  words,  and  they  all 
departed.  The  matter,  however, .  did  not  refl 
here;  but  at  the  month's  end  they  again  went  to 
the  king  at  Weflminfterj   who  was  furrounded  by 

his 
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his  nobles  and  prelates.  The  duke  of  G'iocefter 
was  now  prefent,  and  leant  much  to  the  petitioners; 
but,  in  the  anfwer  which  was  made  to  them,  he 
diflembled  his  real  thoughts,  in  order  that  the  king, 
his  brothers  and  the  members  of  the  council  might 
not  notice  them. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter  replied  for  the  king,  and, 
addrefling  himfelf  to  the  Londoners,  as  they  com- 
pofed  the  majority,  faid, — ^  Ye  citizens  of  London, 
it  pleafes  my  lord  the  king  that  I  give  an  anfwer 
to  your  petition  :  in  obedience  to  his  command, 
I  fhall  declare  to  you  what  the  king  and  his  coun- 
cil have  determined  upon.  Ye  know,  that  to  pro- 
vide againft  dangers  to  the  kingdom,  ye,  as  well 
as  the  other  cities  and  towns  within  the  realm, 
agreed,  about  fix  years  ago,  that  a  tax  of  thirteen 
per  cent,  {hould  be  laid  on  all  merchandife  that 
was  fold,  and  for  which  the  king  granted  to  you 
many  privileges  fuch  as  he  will  not  take  from  you, 
but  on  the  contrary  may  augment,  if  ye  prove 
not  undeferving  of  the  favour.  But  fmce  ye  feem 
now  to  turn  rebellious,  and  draw  back  from  what 
ye  had  willingly  before  agreed  to,  he  recals  his  for- 
mer favours  -,  and  here  are  his  nobles  and  prelates, 
who  have  fworn  to  fupport  him  in  all  his  lawful 
meafures  to  the  utmofb  of  their  power,  and  are  now 
willing  to  continue  their  aid  in  maintaining  all  legal 
grants.  Confider,  therefore,  calmly,  this  matter, 
and  that  the  ftate  of  the  king  demands  great  ex- 
penfe  i  if  his  revenue  is  augmented  one  way,  it  is 
diminilhed  another  j  befides,  his  receipts  are  not 
fo  confiderable  as  they  were    in    former  times. 

The 
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Tne  wnr  has  Involved  greater  cofts  than  were  pro- 
vided for.  The  expcnfes  of  the  ambalTadors  for 
the  peace,  on  this  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fea, 
have  called  for  large  fums  j  and  thofe  for  the  king's 
marriage  have  been  very  great.  Although  there 
is  now  a  truce  between  England  and  France,  the 
annual  charges  for  the  garrifons  of  the  different 
towns  and  caftles  under  the  obedience  of  the  king 
in  Gafcony,  the  Eordelois,  Bayonnois  and  Bigorre, 
are  very  heavy.  The  fleet  which  muft  be  main- 
tained to  guard  our  coafts  and  harbours  coils  a  great 
deal.  The  frontiers  of  Scotland,  and  of  our  pof- 
fefTions  In  Ireland,  muft  not  be  left  defencelefs,  and 
they  demand  large  fums.  All  thefe  articles,  and 
feveral  others  relating  to  the  ft  ate  of  the  king  and 
country  of  England,  annually  abforb  great  fums, 
■which  the  nobles  and  prelates  iinderftand  and  know 
much  better  than  you  can,  who  attend  only  to  your 
trades  and  the  difpofal  of  your  wares.  Give 
thanks  to  God  that  ye  have  peace,  and  confider 
that  no  one  pays  that  is  not  liable  fo  to  do,  and 
carries  on  a  trade,  and  that  foreigners  pay  this  tax 
as  well  as  yourfclves.  Ye  are  much  better  off  than 
thofc  of  France,  Lombardy  or  other  countries, 
where  it  is  to  be  hoped  your  merchandife  is  car- 
ried ;  for  they  are  taxed  and  taxed  over  again  three 
or  four  times  a-year,  while  ye  only  have  a  mo- 
derate duty  impofed  on  your  wares.' 

The  duke  of  Lancafter  addreffed  them  fo  mildly 
and  calmly,  that  although  they  came  thither  with 
the  worft  intentions  from  the  machinations  of  others, 
they  were  fatisfied,  and  the  affembly  broke   up 
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without  making  any  new  demand,  for  the  deputies 
from  the  majority  of  the  principal  towns  were  con- 
tented with  the  anfwer.  There  were  fome  who 
would  have  rejoiced  to  have  f<:Qn  the  meeting  end 
differently,  though  they  did  not  ihew  it  openly. 
The  duke  of  Gloceller  returned  to  his  caftle  of 
Plefhy,  perceiving  that  this  time  he  was  difap- 
pointed  in  his  expectations,  and  was  conftantly  de- 
vifing  means  of  exciting  difturbances  in  England 
and  caufing  a  rupture  with  France.  In  this  at- 
tempt, he  was  joined  by  the  uncle  of  his  duchefs, 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  who  was  defirous  of  war 
above  all  things ;  and  they  had  fuccefsfully  prac- 
tifed  with  the  earl  of  Warwick,  fo  that  he  obeyed 
their  wills. 

The  king  of  England  had  two  brothers  by  hie 
mother's  fide  ;  the  eldeft  Thomas  earl  of  Kent ; 
the  youngefi:,  a  valiant  knight,  jfir  John  Holland 
earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  chamberlain  of  England. 
The  lad  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Lancafler ;  and  it  was  he  who  had  killed  the  earl 
of  Stafford's  fon,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  this 
hiftory.  The  ilTue  of  the  earl  of  Stafford  was  a 
young  fquire,  who  was  under  the  protedion  and 
wardfhip  of  the  duke  of  Gloceflcr. 

The  earl  of  Huntingdon  refided  chiefly  at  the 
court  of  his  brother  the  king  of  England,  and 
was  better  acquainted  than  any  other  with  the  in- 
trigues of  the  duke  of  Gloceller,  from  the  private 
inquiries  he  made  into  his  conduct.  He  v/as  much 
afraid  of  the  duke,  for  he  knew  him  to  be  proud, 
cruel   and   pafTionate :    he   nourifhed   liis    enemy 
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under  his  eye,  for  the  crime  he  had  committed  on 
the  earl  of  Stafford's  fon  had  never  been  forgiven. 
King  Richard  was  naturally  fond  of  his  brother, 
and  fiipported  him  againfl  all :  he  faw  with  pain 
that  his  uncle  of  Glocefter  was  his  enemy,  and 
took  much  trouble  to  form  a  party  againfl:  him  to 
force  him  to  leave  the  kingdom.  He  and  the  earl 
of  Huntingdon  converfed  frequently  on  this  fub- 
je<5b ;  during  which  time,  the  count  de  Saint  Pol 
arrived  in  England,  whither  he  had  been  fent  by 
the  king  of  France  to  fee  his  daughter,  the  young 
queen  of  England,  how  they  were  going  on,  and 
to  cultivate  affedion  between  the  two  countries  j 
for,  fmce  the  truce  had  been  figned,  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  two  kings  and  their  councils,  that 
France  and  England  fhould  be  on  the  moft  friendly 
terms  with  each  other,  in  fpite  of  what  their  ill- 
wifhers  might  attempt  to  the  contrary. 

The  king  and  the  earl  of  Huntingdon  made  the 
count  de  Saint  Pol  a  hearty  welcome  on  his  ar- 
rival, as  well  from  love  to  the  king  of  France  as 
becaufe  he  had  married  their  fifler.  At  this  mo- 
ment, neither  the  dukes  of  Lancafter  nor  of  York 
were  with  the  king ;  for  they  began  to  dilTemble 
with  him,  and  to  fufpecfb,  from  the  great  mur- 
murings  in  many  parts  of  England  on  the  king's 
condud,  that  affairs  would  not  end  well :  they 
therefore  wifhed  not  to  be  called  upon  by  the  king 
or  people,  but  left  the  whole  to  the  duke  of  Glo- 
cefter and  his  accomplices.  The  king  of  England 
difcourfed  very  freely  with  the  count  de  Saint  Pol, 
as  well  on  the  ftate  of  the  country  as  concerning 
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his  uncle  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  whom  he  de- 
fcribed  as  very  rough  in  his  manners  and  rebel- 
lious in  his  condu6t,  and  he  related  to  him  various 
inftances  of  his  flights. 

The  count  dc  Saint  Pol,  on  hearing  them,  was 
much  fui-prifed,  and  replied,  '^  that  fuch  behaviour 
ought  not  longer  to  be  borne  j  for,  my  lord,' 
added  he,  '  if  you  fuffer  him  to  go  on,  he  will  be 
your  ruin.  It  is  currently  reported  in  France,  that 
his  only  obje6t  is  to  break  the  truce  and  renew  the 
war  between  France  and  England :  by  little  and 
little  he  will  win  the  hearts  of  the  more  indigent 
men  at  arms  of  the  country,  who  wifh  for  war 
rather  than  peace  ,  and  if  fuch  perfons  unite  toge- 
ther, and  hoflilities  commence,  the  more  prudent 
part  of  the  nation  will  not  be  liftened  to ;  for 
where  wickednefs  and  obftinacy  govern,  wifdom 
and  common  fenfe  are  not  heard.  Take  your  pre- 
cautions beforehand  j  for  it  is  better  you  make 
your  enemies  afraid  of  you,  than  that  you  fhould 
fear  them.' 

Thefe  words  of  the  count  made  a  deep  impref- 
fion  on  the  king's  mind  j  and,  as  he  was  continually 
thinking  on  them,  he  renewed  the  fubje6l  with  the 
earl  of  Hundngdon,  on  the  count  de  Saint  Pol's 
return  to  France.  The  earl  replied,  ^  My  lord, 
our  brother-in-law  Saint  Pol  has  told  you  the  real 
truth,  and  I  would  advife  you  to  take  meafures  ac- 
cojdinelv.' 

I  was  informed,  that  about  a  month  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  count  de  Saint  Pol  from  England, 
the  king  became  exceedingly  unpopular;  it  was 
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rumoured  that  the  count  had  come  to  treat  with 
the  king  for  the  reftoration  of  Calais  to  the  French. 
Nothing  could  have  agitated  the  Englifh  more  than 
fuch  reports  j  and  the  people  were  fo  uneafy,  that 
the  Londoners  went  even  to  Plefhyj  to  confult  the 
duke  of  Glocefter  on  the  occafion. 

The  duke,  inllead  of  calming,  excited  them 
more  by  faying,  *  he  could  do  nothing  in  the  bu- 
fmefs ;  for  he  was  fure  the  French  would  give  all 
the  daughters  of  their  king,  if  they  could  recover 
Calais.'  This  anfwer  made  the  Londoners  very 
meltincholy ;  and  they  faid  they  would  fee  the 
king,  and  remonftrate  with  him  on  the  agita- 
tion the  whole  country  was  in.  *  Do  fo,'  re- 
plied the  duke  of  Glocefter :  '  remonftrate  with 
him  firmly,  and  make  him  fear  you.  Mark  well 
the  anfwer  he  ftiall  give,  fo  that  you  may  repeat  ic 
to  me  the  next  time  I  fee  you  j  and,  when  I  know 
his  anfwer,  I  will  then  give  you  my  advice  how  to 
adt.  It  may  be  that  fome  iniquitous  treaties  are  on 
foot,  for  the  earl  marfhal,  who  is  governor  of  Ca- 
lais, has  been  twice  at  Paris,  where  he  remained 
fome  time,  and  he  was  the  moft  aflive  in  con- 
cluding the  marriage  of  the  king  with  the  lady 
Ifabella.  The  French  are  a  fubtle  race,  and  fee 
far  into  confequences  :  they  purfue  their  obje<5b 
by  degrees,  and  are  extravagant  in  their  promifes 
and  prefcnts  to  gain  their  ends.' 

The  Londoners  purfued  the  plan  they  had  fettled 
at  Plefhy,  and  went  to  Eltham  to  fpeak  with 
the  king.  At  that  time  were  with  him  his  two 
brothers,  the  earls  of  Kent  and  Huntingdon,  the 
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f^fl  6f  Salifbury,  the  afchbilhop  of  Canterbury, 
the  afchbifhop  of  Dublin  his  confeflbr,  fir  Tho- 
mas Percy,  fir  William  Lifle,  fir  Richard  Credon, 
fir  John  Golofre,  and  feveral  more,  all  knights  of 
the  king's  chamber-  The  citizens  remonftrated 
temperately  with  the  king  :  told  him  the  caufc  of 
their  coming,  not  in  a  haughty  or  harfli  manner> 
but  with  courteous  fpeech,  and  repeated  to  him 
the  reports  which  were  fo  current  throughout 
England. 

The  king  was  greatly  aftonifhed  at  hearing  them, 
and  was  much  afFe<fled,  though  he  diffembled  his 
feehngs.  He  appeafed  the  citizens,  by  declaring 
there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in  all  the  rumours 
that  were  fo  induftriouQy  circulated  :  that  the  count 
de  Saint  Pol  had  come  hither  to  amufe  himfelf^ 
and  that  the  king  of  France  had  alfo  fent  him,  out 
of  his  afFedion  to  the  king  and  queen  of  England, 
to  fee  them  j  but  he  fworc,  as  God  might  help 
feim,  and  on  the  faith  he  owed  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, that  no  treaty  of  any  fort  had  ever  been 
mentioned,  and  he  was  aftonifhed  whence  fuch 
fcandalous  reports  could  have  arifcn. 

When  the  king  had  done  fpeaking,  the  earl  of 
Salifbury  addreffed  the  citizens :  '  My  good  peo- 
ple of  London  v/ithdraw  to  your  hom.es,  and  be 
affured  that  the  king  and  his  council  wiih  for  no- 
thing more  than  the  honour  and  profit  of  England. 
Thofe  who  have  bufily  faid  the  contrary  have  been 
ill  advifed,  and  plainly  fhew  they  would  with  plea- 
fure  fee  the  country  in  trouble,  and  the  people 
in  rebellion  againft  their  king.     This  you  ought 
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particularly  to  dread,  for  you  have  before  wit- 
neifed  how  near  you  were  to  deftruction,  when  i 
few  wicked  perfons  rebelled,  but  were  feverely^ 
puftiihcd  for  it :  depend  upon  it,  that  when  the 
people  are  wicked,  neither  juftice  nor  truth  will 
be  attended  to.* 

Thefe  fpeeches  appealed  the  citizens,  who  were 
tolerably  contented  with  what  they  had  heard. 
Having  taken  leave  of  the  king,  they  departed, 
on  their  return  to  London. 

The  king  remained  at  Eltham,  very  melancholy 
at  the  words  he  had  heard.  He  retained  near  his 
perfon  his  two  brothers,  and  fuch  of  his  friends  as 
he  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  ;  for  he  began  to 
doubt  the  affedlion  of  his  uncles,  from  obferving 
they  now  chiefly  refided  at  their  country  feats. 
He  was,  in  confequence,  very  fufpicious  of  them, 
cfpecially  of  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  whom  he 
feared  more  than  the  dukes  of  Lancafter  and  York, 
and  kept  up  a  conftant  guard,  night  and  day,  of 
one  thoufand  archers. 

The  king  of  England  had  received  pofitive  in- 
formation that  the  duke  of  Glocefter  and  the  earl 
of  Arundel  had  plotted  to  feize  his  perfon,  and 
that  of  the  queen,  and  carry  them  to  a  ftrong 
callle,  where  they  fliould  be  confined  under  proper 
guards,  but  allowed  fufEciently  for  their  table  and 
ether  neceflary  expenfes.  That  four  regents 
fhouid  be  appointed  over  the  kingdom,  of  v/hom 
the  dukes  of  Lancafter  and  York  were  to  be  the 
chief,  and  have  under  them  the  government  of 
sJl  the  nort-hera  parts,  from  the  Thames  to  the 
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TynCj  and  as  far  as  the  Tweed,  that  runs  by  Berwick, 
comprehending  all  Northumberland,  and  the  bor- 
ders of  Scotland.     The  duke  of  Glocefter  was  to 
have  for  his  government  London,  Eflex,   and  that 
part  of  the  country  to  the  mouth  of  the  Humber, 
and  likewife  all  the  coaft  from  the  Thames  to  the 
water  of  Southampton,  and  weftward  comprehend- 
ing Cornwall.     The  earl  of  Arundel  was  to  have 
iSuflex,  Kent,  Surry,  Berkfhire,  and  all  the  coun- 
try from  die  Thames  to  Briftol,    and  the  river 
Severn,  that  divides  England  from  Wales,   where 
there  are  very  extenfive  lordfhips,  with  power  of 
punifhing  by  death  all  offenders.     But  their  chief 
defign  was  to  find  out  fome  means  of  re-kindling 
the  war  with  France  j  and,  if  the  king  of  France 
wifhed  to  have  his  daughter  again,    it  might  be 
done,  for  fhe  was  flill  very  young,  not  more  than 
eight  years  and  a  half  old,  and,  perchance,   when 
Ihe  was  marriageable,  fhe  might  repent   of  this 
conneflion,  for   flie  was   innocently,    and  withouC 
her  being  able  to  judge  for  herfelf,  married,   and, 
befide,  it  was  unjufl  to  break  off  her  match  with 
the  heir  of  Brittany  j  but  fhould  flie  wifh  to  abide 
by  her  marriage,  Ihe  would  in  juflice  remain  queen 
of  England,  and  enjoy  her  dower,  but  fhe  fhould 
never  be  the  companion  of  the  king  of  England, 
Should  the  king  die  before  fhe  was  of  a  proper 
age,  fhe  was  to  be  fent  back  to  France. 

Thefe  were  the  plans  that  had  been  concerted 
by   many  of  the  Englifh,  particularly  the  Lon- 
doners, for  they  hated  the  king,  and  feveral  now 
repented  they  had  checked  the  mobs  which  attacked 
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London  from  die  different  counties  of  England ; 
for  thty  had  determined,  according  to  their  con- 
ieffions  when  put  to  dcathj  to  murder  the  king, 
the  car]  of  Saiiiburyj  the  earl  of  Oxford,  and  the 
whole  of  the  king's  cooncil. 

Had  this  htcn  done,  the  kingdom  would  fooa 
fiave  found  another  head  i  and  the  citizens,  with 
the  conl'ent  of  the  country,  and  the  aid  of  the 
duke  of  Gloceller,  (who  took  great  pains  to  ex- 
cite trouble  and  confufion)  would  have  felefted  s 
lit  perfon  to  wear  the  crown,  and  placed  the  go- 
vernment and  kingdom  in  a  different  Hate  to  what 
it  then  was. 

Such  were  the  fecret  murraurings  of  the  citi- 
zenSj  and  others  of  their  party,  In  their  private 
iTifietingS;,  the  whole  of  which  was  told  to  the 
king  b}'-  his  fpy ;  and  greater  blame  was  laid  on 
the  dukfi  of  Gloceller  for  all  this  bufinels  than 
on  any  other  perfon. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  if  the  king  was  con- 
ftderably  alarmed  at  the  difcovery  of  fo  much 
hatred  and  malice  lurking  againft  him.  He  paid 
greater  court  than  ever  to  the  duke  of  Glocefter 
and  the  citizens  when  they  came  to  fee  him,  but 
all  in  vain.  At  times,  the  king  mentioned  the 
matter  privately  to  the  dukes  of  L^ncaffer  and 
York,  who  refided  more  with  him  than  his  uncle 
of  Gioce&r,  and  confult^d  with  them  how  he 
coyld  avoid  the  machinations  of  the  duke  and  his 
accps^pjices,  aU  of  which  he  was  thoroughly  ac- 
i^ualnced  with>  He  addrefled  his  uncles,  faying, — - 
^  My  good  wacies^  for  che  love  of  God,  advife 
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me  how  to  a<^,  I  am  daily  informed  that  jour 
brother,  the  duke  of  Gloceller,  aiid  the  esrl  of 
Arundel,  with  others,  are  deternnined  to  feize  and 
confine  me  in  one  of  their  caftles,  and  that  the 
Londoners  will  join  them.  Their  plan  is  to  allow 
me  a  fufficiency  for  my.  ftate,  but  to  feparate  my 
queen  from  me,  who  is.  but  a  child,  and  daughter 
to  the  king  of  Framce,  and  fend  her  to  ibme 
other  place  of  confinement.  Now,  my  d€2>T  \in- 
cles,  fuch  cruel  a6ls  as  thefe  muft  not  be  fuffered, 
if  they  can  be  prevented.  You  have  paid  me 
homage,  and  fworn  obedience  to  me  as  your  fo- 
vereign,  in  the  prefence  of  your  lord  and  father, 
king  Edward,  and  my  grandfather  of  happy  me- 
mory, at  the  fame  time  with  the  other  barons  and 
prelates  of  the  realm.  It  is  now  twenty  years  fmcc 
this  was  done;  and  I  entreat  you,  therefore,  from 
the  love  you  bear  me,  and  on  the  oaths  you  have 
taken,  that  you  alTifl:  me  on  this  occafion;  for 
every  thing  aflures  me  the  duke  of  Glocefter  only 
defires  that  war  be  renewed  with  France,  in  fpite 
of  the  truces  which  you,  with  us  and  all  England, 
have  fworn  to  obferve.  In  canfideration  of  this 
was  my  marriage  concluded  with  the  daughter  of 
the  king  of  France,  and  we  wifh  to  obferve  every 
article  of  the  treaty  moll  punftually.  You  know 
alfo,  that  whoever  attempts  to  infringe  this  truce 
will  commit  a  crime,  and  be  liable  to  corporal 
punilhment,  as  well  as  confifcation  of  goods :  you 
likewife  know,  that  I  have  borne  with  your  bro- 
ther, my  uncle  of  Glocefter,  as  much  as  I  h^ve 
been  able,  and  made  light  of  his  menaces,  but  in 
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the  end  they  may  coft  me  dear.  You  are  bound, 
therefore,  by  every  tie,  to  give  your  befl  advice, 
ilnce  I  require  it  from  you.' 

When  the  dukes  of  Lancafler  and  of  York  heard 
their  nephew  thus  addrefs  them,  and  faw  that  he 
was  in  great  anguifh  of  heart  -,  knowing,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  greater  part  of  what  he  had 
faid  was  ftridlly  true  i  they  replied, — ^  My  lord, 
have  a  little  patience,  and  wait  a  Ihort  time  before 
you  make  any  rafii  refolutions.  We  knov/  that 
our  brother  of  Glocefter  has  the  moll  pafTionate 
and  wrong-headed  temper  of  any  man  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  he  cannot  do  more  than  man,  and,  if 
he  work  one  way,  we  will  countera6l  him  another: 
you  need  not  fear  our  brother  fo  long  as  you  HiaU 
follow  our  advice.  He  talks  frequently  of  things 
he  cannot  execute ;  and  neither  he  nor  his  abettor^ 
can  break  the  truce  which  has  been  figned,  nor 
confine  you  in  any  caftle  :  we  will  never  fufFer  it, 
nor  that  you  be  feparated  from  the  queen ;  for,  if 
he  imagine  fuch  things,  he  deceives  himfelf.  We 
therefore  humbly  beg  you  will  be  appeafed,  for, 
pleafe  God,  every  thing  iliall  end  well.  Many 
things  may  be  faid  that  cannot  be  executed,  and  all 
which  a  man  thinketh  doth  not  come  to  pais.* 

By  fuch  means,  the  dukes  calmed  the  king's 
mind  i  but  as  they  forefaw  that  public  affairs 
would,  from  their  bad  man  igement,  caufe  trou- 
bles in  the  realm,  and  that  the  hatred  betweea 
their  nephew  and  brother  was  diiily  increafing,  to 
avoid  being  called  upon  by  either  party,  they  left 
the  king's  houfehold  with  their  families,  taking 
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leave  of  the  king  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  re=» 
tired  to  their  different  caflles.  The  duke  of  Lan- 
cafler  carried  with  him  his  duchefs,  who  had  been 
fome  time  the  companion  of  the  young  queen  of 
England.  They  took  this  opportunity  of  hunting 
flags  and  deer  as  is  the  cuftom  in  England,  and  the 
king  remained  with  his  attendants  in  and  about 
London.  They  afterwards,  however,  gready  re- 
pented having  left  the  kingi  for  fuch  things 
ihordy  happened  as  troubled  the  whole  king- 
dom, which  would  not  have  been  done  had  they 
remained  with  the  king,  for  they  would  have  more 
prudently  advifed  than  fuch  counfellors  as  he  lif- 
tened  to. 

There  was  not  one  of  the  king's  fervants  that 
did  not  fear  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  and  wifh  his 
death,  no  matter  by  what  means.  That  gallant 
and  loyal  knight  fir  Thomas  Percy  had  been  for  a 
long  time  fleward  of  the  houfehold,  and  ail  the 
accounts  pafled  officially  through  his  hands.  He 
noticed  with  grief  the  hatred  that  fubfifted  between 
the  king  and  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  and  other 
great  barons  of  England. 

Although  he  was  beloved  by  all,  he  fcrefaw, 
like  a  man  of  underftanding,  chat  public  affairs 
would  end  badly,  and  in  confequence  refvgned  his 
office  into  the  king's  hands  in  the  raoft  honour- 
able manner  he  could,  and  requefted  permifllon 
to  redre,  which  the  king  very  unwillingly  con- 
fented  to.  He  gave  fuch  plaufible  reafons  for  his 
requeft  that  another  was  ellabiifhed  in  his  place, 
and  fir  Thomas  Percy  went  to  his  own  eftatC;,  where 
A  a  4  he 


S60 

he  refided.     The  king  had  about  his  perron  many 
young  counfcUors,  who  too  much  dreaded  the  duke 
ofGbcefter  :  they  frequently  faid  to  him, — *  Very 
dear  fire,  it  is  a  dangerous  office  to  ferve  you,  for 
we  have  feen  our  predecelTors,  in  whom  you  had 
great  confidence,  meet  but  a  poor  reward.     That 
vaHant  knight  Sir  Simon  Burley,  fo  much  beloved 
by  your  lord  and  father,  whom  God  pardon  !  and 
who  took  fuch  pains  for  the  accomplifnment  of 
your  firft  marriage,   the  duke  of  Glocefler,  your 
uncle,   put  fhamefully  to  death,  by  having  hirr^ 
publicly  beheaded  like  a  traitor.     He  likewife,  as 
you  know,   had  many  others  arbitrarily  executed 
without  your  being  any  way  able  to  grant  thern 
your  pardon,    or  fave  them  from  their  ignomi- 
nious deaths.     Dear  fire,   we  expeft  nothing  bet* 
ter ;  for  whenever  your  uncle  cometh  hither  to  fee 
you,  which  is  not  often,   we  dare  not   raife  our 
eyes  from  the  ground  nor  look  at  any  body.     He 
eyes  us  from  head  to  foot,  and  feems  to  think  we 
take   too  much  upon  us  from  being  about  your 
perfon  j  and  be  allured,  dear  fire,  that  as  long  as 
he  livts,   there  will  never  be  quiet  in  England,   nor 
will  any  one  attempt  to  do  any  thing  good.  Befides, 
he  pjblicly  threatens  to  confine  you  and  the  queen, 
and  keep  you  under  fubjedlion  during  his  good 
pleafure.     You  will  be  an  undone  king,  and  de- 
ftr.  yed  as  well  as  us,  if  you  do  not  fpeedily  take 
fome  flrong  m.edfures.    As  for  the  queen,  fhe  need 
not  care  :  ilie  is  young,  and  daughter  to  the  king  of 
Ji^rance,  whom  they  dare  not  anger,  as  too  many 
evils  would  refult  from  it  to  England. 

5  you; 


361 

'  Your  uncle  of  Glocefter,  to  make  you  more 
unpopular  with  your  fubjedls,  fpreads  abroad  in 
London,  (we  have  heard  it)  that  you  arc  un- 
worthy to  bear  a  crown,  and  to  poflefs  fo  noble  an 
inheritance  as  England  and  its  dependancies  ;  that, 
when  you  married  again,  you  chofe  the  daughter 
of  your  adverfary  the  king  of  France,  for  which 
you  were  very  blame-worthy  j  and  that  you  have 
debafed  the  chivalry  of  England,  and  the  courage 
of  its  knights,  fquires  and  nobles,  who  had  lb  va- 
liantly carried  on  the  war  againft  France,  and 
would  have  continued  it,  enfeebled  as  they  are,  if 
you  had  not  prevented  them ;  that  you  have  placed 
the  kingdom  in  a  moft  perilous  fituation,  with 
great  rifk  of  its  deilrudion,  and  that  it  is  a  pity 
you  are  fuffered,  and  have  been  fuffered,  to  reign 
fo  long.  The  French  fay  (as  the  common  re- 
port runs),  that  you  intend  to  lay  afide  the  arms 
of  France  from  your  arms,  which  caufeth  great 
hatred  againfc  you  -,  and  it  is  the  more  readily  be- 
lieved from  ^he  great  pains  you  took  to  have  the 
^ruce  figned,  which  was  done  more  through  force 
than  love,  for  the  nobles  of  this  country  who  had 
ferved  in  thqfe  wars  would  not  afient  to  it :  that  you 
have  not  carefully  examined  the  treaties  figned  by 
king  John  of  France  and  his  children,  v/hich  thofe 
of  his  blood,  now  living,  have  treacheroufiy  in- 
fringed J  and  that  the  French,  by  underhand  means, 
caufed  a  renewal  of  war,  and  fcized  by  ufurpation 
the  rights  of  your  predeceflbrs,  and  poffeffed  them- 
felves  of  very  many  towns,  cities  and  cadies  in 
Aquit^tine^  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  crown  of  Eng-^ 
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landj  and  all  through  your  negligence  and  want  of 
courage  :  that  you  have  been  afraid  of  your  ene- 
mies, and  not  followed  up  the  advantages  you  had 
in  the  juftice  of  this  quarrel,  which  you  ftill  have 
as  well  as  your  anceftors,  who  immediately  have 
preceded  you^  fuch  as  your  lord  and  father  the 
prince  of  'Wales,  and  the  good  king  Edward,  who 
both  took  fuch  pains  to  augment  the  glory  of  the 
crown.  Dear  fire,  the  Londoners  fay,  as  indeed 
do  number^  of  others  (which  it  behoves  us  not  to 
conceal  longer  from  you)  that  a  day  Ihall  come 
when  you  vv'ill  be  reminded  of  thefe  things  to  your 
coft.' 

King  Richard  treafured  up  all  thefe  fpeeches  m 
his  mind,  and  pondered  over  them  continually^ 
Shortly  after  the  departure  of  his  two  uncles  of 
Lancafter  and  York,  he  fummoned  up  more  cou- 
rage than  ufual,  and  faid  to  himfelf,  that  it  would 
be  better  he  fhould  deilroy  than  be  deflroyed,  and, 
that,  within  a  fhort  time,  he  would  hold  his  uncle  of 
Gloceftcr  fo  fecurely,  he  fliould  be  incapable  of  in- 
juring him.  As  he  could  not  accomplifli  this 
alone,  he  opened  himfelf  to  thofe  moll  in  his  con- 
fidence. 

It  was  to  the  earl  marflial,  who  was  his  coufin, 
and  alfo  earl  of  Nottingham,  that  he  difcovered 
his  intention,  and  mofl  minutely  gave  him  his 
orders  how  he  was  to  a6t.  The  earl  marfhal,  from 
the  favours  he  had  received,  loved  the  king  in  pre- 
ference to  the  duke  of  Glocefter,  and  kept  the  fe- 
cret  he  had  been  entrufted  with  from  all  but  fuch  as. 
he  was  forced  to  employ,  as  he  could  not  do  the 

whole 


3^3 

the  whole  himfelf.  What  I  ;im  about  to  fay  will 
explain  the  matter. 

The  king,  under  pretence  of  deer-hunting,  went 
to  a  palace  he  had  at  Havering  at  the  bower,  in 
Eifex  :  it  is  about  twenty  miles  from  London,  and 
as  many  from  Pleihy,  where  the  duke  of  Glocefter 
generally  refided.  The  king  fet  out  one  afternoon 
from  Havering,  without  many  attendants,  for  he 
had  left  them  behind  with  the  queen  at  Eltham, 
and  arrived  at  Pielhy  about  five  o'clock  :  the  wea- 
ther was  very  hot 3  and  he  came  fo  fiiddenly  to  the 
caftie,  that  no  one  knew  of  it,  until  the  porter 
cried  out,  '  Here  is  the  king!'  The  duke  of  Glo- 
cefter had  already  fupped,  for  he  was  very  tempe-? 
rate  in  his  diet,  and  never  fat  long  at  dinner  or  fup- 
per.  He  immediately  went  out  to  meet  the  king 
in  the  court  of  the  caftie,  and  paid  him  all  the  re- 
fpecl  due  to  his  fovereign,  as  did  the  duchefs  and 
her  children. 

The  king  entered  the  hall  and  the  apartment, 
where  the  table  was  again  laid  out  for  the  king,  who 
ate  fome  little  -,  but  he  had  before  told  the  duke, 
^  Good  uncle,  have  your  horfes  faddled,  not  all, 
but  five  or  fix,  for  you  muft  accompany  me  to 
London,  as  I  am  to  have  a  meeting  to-morrow 
with  the  citizens  ;  and  we  ftiall  furely  meet  my  un- 
cles of  Lancafter  and  York,  but  I  ftiall  advife  v;ith 
you  what  anfwer  to  make  to  the  Londoners'  de- 
mands. Tell  your  houfe-fteward  to  follow  us  with 
your  fervants  to  London,  where  they  will  find  you.* 
The  duke,  fufpedling  nothing  evil  intended  againft 
him,  too  eafily  confented  5  and  the  king,  having 
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fbon  Tupped,  rofe  from  table.  Every  thing  being 
ready,  the  king  took  leave  of  the  duchefs  and  her 
children,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  the  duke  did  the 
fame,  attended  only  by  three  fquires  and  four  var- 
iets.  They  took  their  way  to  Bondelay,  to  avoid 
the  high  road  to  London,  and  Brentwood,  with  the 
other  towns  through  which  it  palTes.  They  rode 
hard,  for  the  king  pretended  impatience  to  get'  tQ 
London,  and  converfed  all  the  way  with  the  duke 
of  Glocefter.  On  their  arrival  at  Stratford,  nea? 
the  Thames,  where  an  ambufcade  had  been  laidj, 
the  king  galloped  forwards,  leaving  his  uncle  be- 
hind, on  which  the  earl  marfhal  advanced  to  the 
rear  of  the  duke,  with  a  large  body  of  men,  and, 
faid,  *  I  arreft  you  in  the  king's  name.*  The  duke 
was  panicftruck,  for  he  faw  he  had  been  betrayed, 
and  cried  aloud  after  the  king,  I  know  not  if  the 
king  heard  him,  but  he  did  not  turn  back,  gallop- 
ing on  fafter  than  before,  and  followed  by  his  at^ 
tendants. 

We  will  now  leave  this  matter  for  a  fhort  time. 
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CHAP.    XLIX. 

THE  LORD  DE  COUCY  AND  THE  COUNT  d'eU, 
CONSTABLE  OF  FRANCE,  DIE  IN  TURKEY, 
BEFORE  THE  TREATY  FOR  THEIR  DELIVE- 
RANCE IS  ARRANGED. A  RANSOM    IS  AGREED 

ON     FOR     THE    OTHER     PRISONERS    WHO   WERE 
TAKEN  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  NICOPOLI. 

'VT'OU  hare  before  heard  how  fir  John  de  Cha- 
■*■  teaumorant  and  fir  James  de  Helly  were  fent 
by  the  king  of  France  and  th«  duke  of  Burgundy 
as  ambaffadors  to  Bajazet,  in  Turkey,  and  of  the 
fuccefs  of  their  miflion.  On  their  return  to  France 
they  were  well  received  by  the  king,  the  duke  and 
•duchefs  of  Burgundy,  from  the  certain  intelligence 
they  had  brought  from  the  count  de  Nevers  and 
his  feJlow-prifoners.  Thefe  knights  told  the  king 
they  thought  the  fultan  would  readily  Hften  to 
terms  for  their  ranfom,  for  they  had  been  fo  given 
to  underftand  by  fome  of  his  principal  advifers, 
left  the  prifoners  might  die  while  in  captivity, 
which  was  likely  enough  to  happen,  from  the  dif- 
ference of  air  and  diet^  and  they  would  not  in  that 
cafe  gain  any  thing  by  them.  Thefe  words  en- 
couraged the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  to 
exert  themfelves  in  procuring  the  ranfom  of  their 
£on  and  heir,  and  they  were  occupied  day  and 
night  in  devifing  means  to  open  negotiations  with 
the  /ukan.     Tiie  duchefs  faid  this  battle  of  Nico- 
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poll  had  been  very  unfortunate  to  her,  for  fhe  had 
loft  b)'  it  three  of  her  brothers,  who  were  gallant 
knights  in  arms  :  the  firft,  the  haze  de  Flandres^ 
the  fecond,  fir  (  .;uis  de  Brcze,  and  the  third  fir 
John  d'Ypres :  there  was  another  brother,  the 
youngeft  of  them,  who  had  remained  at  home. 
To  fay  the  truth,  tht  duchcfs  had  grief  enough j 
an.d  it  was  not  furprifmg  if  fhe  was  melancholy, 
but  the  duke  and  his  advifers  calmed  her,  by  their 
earneftnefs  in  procuring  her  fon's  liberty  :  this  was 
not,  however,  foon  done,  for  the  diftance  and 
difficulty  of  treating  with  fuch  people  forced  them 
to  go  about  the  bufinefs  leifurely. 

About  the  time  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  that 
gallant  knight  and  excellent  man  the  lord  Enguer- 
rand  de  Coucy,  count  de  Soifibns,  and  a  potent 
lord  in  France,  died  at  Burfay  in  Turkey.  Sir 
Robert  d'Efne,  who  had  been  fent  to  him  by  th^ 
lady  de  Coucy,  had  not  advanced  further  than 
Vienna,  on  his  journey  thither,  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  his  death.  He  returned  with  this  news 
to  France,  and  told  it  to  the  family  of  the  lord  de 
Coucy,  though  not  to  the  widow,  before  whom 
he  did  not  appear  until  the  governor  of  the  caftle 
of  Saint  Gobin  was  fent  to  feek  the  body,  have  it 
embalmed,  and  brought  to  France.  It  was  con- 
veyed to  the  abbey  of  Nogent  near  to  Coucy, 
and  received  by  the  duchefs  of  Bar,  the  bifhop 
of  Laon  and  many  abbots  :  there  the  gentle  knight 
was  buried,   and  thus   ended  the  year  of  grace 
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The  king  of  France  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy- 
were  very  adtive  in  their  endeavours  to  ab  ge 
the  captivity  of  their  friends  in  Turkey,  and  there 
pafTed  not  a  day  without  their  having  fome  con- 
verfation  on  the  fubjeft.  Sir  Dinde  de  Defponde 
was  of  all  their  confultations,  and  faid  the  Vene- 
tian or  Genoefe  merchants  could  alone  affift  them  ; 
for  by  means  of  merchandife,  which  governs 
every  thing,  and  their  conneflions  with  other 
merchants,  they  could  pafs  every  where,  and 
learn  the  temper  of  the  infidel  fultans.  They  had 
great  weight,  particularly  in  Cairo,  Alexandria, 
Damafcus  and  Antioch,  where  they  had  fad:ories, 
and  the  Saracens  and  Chriftians  mutually  inter- 
changed their  merchandifes.  The  king  and  the 
duke,  therefore,  made  as  many  friends  among 
thefe  merchants  as  they  could,  and  gave  up  all  in- 
tentions of  making  war  on  the  duke  of  Milan  from 
the  friendfhip  they  learnt  Bajazet  bore  him.  On 
the  other  hand,  king  James  of  Cyprus  knew  well, 
that  if  he  could  any  how  foften  the  anger  of  the 
fultan,  and  prevail  on  him  to  accept  of  reafonable 
terms  for  the  ranfom  of  the  French  lords,  he 
fhould  gready  oblige  the  king  of  France,  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  and  the  whole  of  the  nation. 

To  accomplifh  this,  the  king  of  Cyprus  had  a 
fhip  made  of  gold,  curioufly  wrought,  that  might 
be  worth  ten  thoufand  ducats,  which  he  fent  by  his 
knights  as  a  prefent  to  the  fultan  Bajazet.  Ic'Vas 
beautifully  worked,  and  was  gracioufly  accepted  by 
the  fultan,  who  replied  he  would  return  him  double 
its  value  in  courtefy  and  afFeclion.     This  anfwer, 
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brought  back  by  the  Cypriote  knights,  was  inftanily 
made  known  to  the  king  of  France  and  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  by  fome  merchants,  who  wrote  to  fir 
Dinde  that  he  might  inform  them  of  it.  King 
James  was  wife  in  making  this  prefent :  he  dreaded 
the  king  of  France,  and  all  kings,  for  having 
murdered  in  the  night-time  his  valiant  brother 
king  Peter,  who  had  fought  fo  courageoufly  againft 
the  Saracens,  and  had  won  from  them  the  towns 
of  Satalia  and  Alexandria  j  and  they  were  more 
afraid  of  him  than  of  all  the  other  kings  or  empe- 
rors in  Chriftendom. 

King  James  had  forely  repented  having  com- 
mitted this  crime,  or  being  prefent  when  it  was 
done  ;  and,  not  daring  to  continue  in  Cyprus,  for 
the  Chriftians  would  have  put  him  to  a  difgraceful 
death,  could  they  have  caught  him,  he  embarked 
on  board  a  galley  belonging  to  fome  Genoefe 
merchants  which  was  in  the  port  of  Nicofia,  where 
the  murder  -had  been  done,  and  fled  to  Genoa. 
The  Genoefe  kindly  entertained  him,  and  fome 
fay  that  this  villainous  murder  had  been  inftigated 
by  them  ;  for,  fhordy  after,  they  entered  the  har- 
bour of  Famag(;ufta  with  a  large  fleet  of  galleys 
and  men  at  arms,  which  they  took  pofTefTion  t>f, 
and  have  held  by  force  ever  fmce. 

True  it  is,  that  the  late  king  of  Cyprus  had  a 
very  promifmg  youth  for  his  fon,  whom  he  brought 
with  him,  in  company  with  a  knight  who  had 
travelled  through  Lombardy  to  Rome,  the  laft 
time  he  had  croflTed  the  fea :  this  youth  the  Cypri- 
otes crowned  their  king  on  the  affafllnation  of  his 
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father,  but  lie  lived  not  long  to  enjoy  it.  On  his 
death,  the  Genoefe  brought  back  James,  v/hom 
they  had  crowned  king,  and  he  has  reigned  ever 
fince  in  Cyprus,  through  the  fupport  the  Genoefe 
give  him  againft  all  nations. 

They  would  never  give  up  polTefTion  of  the 
town  or  port  of  Famagoufta,  and  are  the  mailers 
of  it  at  this  prefent  moment  of  my  writing  thefe 
chronicles.  Indeed,  had  the  Genoefe  not  held  it, 
the  Turks  and  Infidels  would  have  conquered  the 
"whole  of  the  ifland,  as  well  as  Rhodes  and  the 
other  adjacent  iflands  j  but  the  Venetians  and  Ge- 
noefe are  their  great  opponents.  When  the  lafb 
faw  that  the  kingdom  of  Armenia  was  conquered 
by  the  Turks,  they  feized  the  town  of  Courch, 
that  is  fituated  on  the  fea-fhore,  which  they  have 
kept  under  their  governance.  The  Turks,  were 
they  not  fearful  of  Courch  and  Pera,  near  Con- 
ftantinople,  would  do  the  greateft  mifchief  to  all 
who  navigate  thofe  feas,  as  well  as  to  Rhodes  and 
the  neighbouring  iflands. 

It  is  by  thcfe  means  the  frontiers  of  Chriftcndom 
are  defended  ;  but  let  us  return  to  king  James  of 
Cyprus.  When  he  found,  from  the  bafe  crime  he 
had  been  guilty  of,  he  was  fallen  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  and  hatred  of  every  crowned  head,  he 
exerted  himfclf  to  the  utmoft  to  recover  their  fa- 
vour, and  thought  himfelf  highly  honoured  by  the 
letter  the  king  of  France  had  written  to  him.  He 
was  afraid  of  him,  and  not  without  reafon,  for  the 
duke  of  Bourbon,  uncle  to  the  king  of  France, 
was,  by  right  of  lucceiTion  through  the  Lufignans, 
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the  true  heir  to  the  throne  of  Cyprus.  This  king 
James,  although  brother  to  the  late  king,  was  not 
io  by  lawful  marriage,  but  a  baflard,"  as  was  well 
known  to  the  Genoefe.  When  they  gave  him  the 
crown  they  mutually  entered  into  fpccial  treaties 
with  earh  other ;  and  the  Genoefe  bound  them- 
felyes  to  defend  his  and  his  defcendants'  rights  to 
the  government  againft  all  claimants  :  in  confide- 
ration  of  which,  tJiey  Imd  many  lordfhips  and 
tracts  of  h.iid  yielded  up  to  them  in  the  iHand  of 
Cyprus.  Every  thing  they  did  in  the  defence  of 
king  James  was  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  againll 
the  Venetians,  and  to  open  greater  markets  for 
their  trade  v/ith  the  Saracens,  for,  as  factors,  they 
hzve  many  connediions  with  them  and  others  of 
their  faith.  King  James,  through  the  Genoefe, 
took  great  pains  to  pleafe  the  king  of  France  and 
bis  fubjefts,  and  it  was  in  confequence  of  this  he 
hzd  made  Bajazet  fo  very  rich  a  prefent,  which 
was  highly  pkafing  to  the  fultan  and  his  minifters, 
who  valued  it  much.  It  was  fuppofed  by  many, 
tliat  iir  Dinde  Dcfponde  liad  urged  on  the  Genoefe 
in  thi^  mattefj  as  they  were  very  warm  in  their 
endeavours  to  bring  about  a  treaty  for  the  delive- 
rance of  the  count  de  Ncvers  and  the  other  pri- 
foners. 

The  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  heard, 
with  infinite  pleafure,  that  the  fultan  began  to  tire 
of  his  prifoners,  and  v/ould  readily  enter  into  a 
treaty  for  their  liberty.  They  feleded  a  valiant 
kijight  from  tht  country  of  Flanders,  called  fir 
GuiiTebretl^  de  Linrenghen,    who  was  regent  of 
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Flanders  under  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy  y 
to  go  to  Turkey  and  treat  with  Bajazet  for  the 
ranfom  of  the  French  lords.  At  the  fame  time, 
they  fent  for  fir  James  de  Helly,  and  entreated 
that  he  would  accompany  their  ambaffador,  be- 
caufe  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  countries 
he  was  to  travel  through,  and  with  the  court  of 
the  fultan,  promifing  that  his  trouble  and  attention 
fhould  be  handfomely  remunerated. 

Sir  James,  having  promifed  to  fulfil  their  com- 
mands, fet  out  in  company  with  the  Flemifii 
knight :  on  their  arrival  in  Hungary,  they  waited 
on  the  king,  to  deliver  the  lettsrs  v/hich  were  in- 
trufted  to  them.  The  king  received  the  letters 
and  knights  with  joy,  in  compliment  to  the  king 
of  France  :  he  was  before  acquainted  vs,ith  fir 
James  de  Helly.  They  informed  the  king,  the 
obje<5t  of  their  miffion  to  Bajazet  was  to  treat  for 
the  releafe  of  his  prifoners,  if  he  were  inclined  to 
liften  to  them,.  The  king  of  Hungary  replied, 
that  it  Vv'ould  be  v/ell  done  if  they  could  obtain 
their  liberty  for  money :  and  the  attempt  was 
worth  trying,  for  nothing  could  be  loft  by  that. 
He  offered  them  every  affiftance  in  his  power,  of 
money  or  men,  for  v/hich  the  knights  thanked 
him. 

They  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter,  before 
they  could  enter  into  a  perfonal  treaty  with  Baja- 
zet ;  for  it  was  firfb  neceffary  that  fir  James  de 
Helly  Ihould  wait  on  the  faltan  to  obtain  a  palfport 
for  fir  GuilTebreth  de  Linrenghen  to  travel  through 
B  b  2  Turkey, 
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Turkey,  which  having  been  properly  made  out, 
he  returned  with  it  to  Hungary.     They  journeyed 
to  Turkey   together  j     and   Bajaztt    received   the 
regent  of  Flanders  with  kindnefs,  and  liftened  to 
his  propofals,  which  formed  the  bafis  for  a  treaty. 
At  this  time,  there  lived  a  Genoefe  merchant  called 
Bartolomeo  Pelegrini,  in  the  ifland  of  Scio,  who 
was  univerfally  efteemed  for  his  probity  and  know- 
ledge in  trade,  even  by  Bajazet  himfelf :  to  him  fir 
Dinde  de  Defponde  had  written  to  intereft  himfelf 
in  the  bufmefs,  that  it  might  have  a  more  fpeedy 
termination,    for  they  were  well   known  to  each 
other,  and  promifed  him  a  handfome  recompenfe, 
if  fuccefsful,  in   obtaining   the   French    lords'   li- 
berty, from  the  duke  and    duchefs    of  Burgundy, 
and  other  lords  and  ladies  who  had  friends  or  huf- 
bands  in    the    power  of  Bajazet.      He   entreated 
him  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  debt  for  their  ran- 
fom,  however  large  the  ilim,  and  to  condud:  the 
French  lords  to  Venice,  or  to  fome  part  under  the 
government  of  the  Venetians  -,  and  that,  the  mo- 
ment he  Ihould  be  afiiired  rrom  him  of  their  arrival 
thither,  he  would,  without  delay,  haftcn  to  Venice 
in  perfon,  with  the  amount  of  the  fum  to  repay 
him  what  he  had  expended.     The  Genoefe  mer- 
chant complied  with  the  requell  of  fir  Dinde,  as 
well  from  perfonal  regard  to  him,  as  for  the  profit 
and  honour  he  fhould  acquire  by  it,  and   for  the 
efteem  he  fnould  gain  from  the  king  of  France  j 
for,  from  fuch  a  king,  it  was  worth  having. 
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From  the  information  I  had,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  king  of  Cyprus  fent  fome  of  his 
ableft  counfellors  to  puflTi  forward  the  negotiations 
with  the  fultan,  in  compliance  with  the  folicita- 
tions  of  the  king  of  France  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy. The  lords  de  Mathelin  andd'Aminc,  two 
great  barons  of  Greece,  and  much  in  favour  with 
Bajazet,  interfered  alfo  in  the  matter,  according 
to  the  requefts  that  had  been  made  them  from 
France,  otherwife  they  would  not  have  troubled 
themfelves  about  it. 

Turkey  was  an  extenfive  country,  and  not  con- 
venient to  travel  through,  to  thofe  unaccuflomed 
to  it :  Bajazet,  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  had  con- 
fented  to  a  treaty,  refolded  that  all  the  French 
prifoners  fhould  be  conveyed  to  Burfa,  where  the 
whole  bufmefs  (iiould  be  concluded.  Thofe  lords 
were  brought  thither,  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  ;  but  their  condudlors,  the  Turks,  treated 
them  fcandalouHy  on  the  road,  by  beating  them 
forward,  for  they  had  purpofely  badly  m.ounted 
them,  and  their  horfes  would  only  go  at  a  foot's 
pace  :  for  this  they  were  beaten  by  the  Turks, 
who  heard,  very  unwillingly,  that  they  were  to 
have  their  liberty. 

On  their  arrival  at  Burfa,  where  the  negotiators 
from  the  king  of  France,  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
the  king  of  Cyprus,  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe 
vv'ere  waiting  to  receive  them,  they  had  more  li- 
berty than  when  in  the  prifons  of  the  fultan  :  but, 
notwithftanding  it  was  known  they  were  to  be  ran- 
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could  not  obtain  a  fourth  part  of  their  wifhes. 
Among  the  different  perfons  who  were  at  Burfa  on 
account  of  the  treaty,  Bajazet  inclined  more  to 
fir  GuilTebreth  de  Linrenghen,  for  fir  James  de 
Helly  had  told  him  he  was  regent  of  Flanders  and 
and  the  mofl  confidential  counfellor  of  the  duke  of 
Burgundy.  The  fultan  redded  in  a  handfome 
caftle  near  Burfi,  and  where  the  negotiators  wont 
to  difcufs  matters  with  him  :  the  ranfom  for  the 
twenty-five  prifoners  was  fixed  at  two  hundred 
thoufand  ducats.  The  lords  de  Madielin  and 
d'Amine,  with  the  Genoefe  merchant  of  Scio, 
pledged  themfeives  to  the  fultan  for  the  due  pay- 
ment of  it.  The  count  de  Nevers  gave  his  oath 
to  the  merchant,  for  himfelf  and  the  reft,  that  on 
his  arrival  at  Venice,  he  v/ould  never  depart  thence 
until  the  whole  of  this  fum  were  paid  to  his  fatis- 
fadlion. 

Before  the  treaties  were  concluded,  the  count 
d'Eu  was  fo  much  weakened  by  ficknefs,  change 
of  air,  and  diet  he  had  not  been  accuftomed  to, 
that  he  departed  this  life  at  Haute-loge,  where  he 
had  been  confined  with  the  other  lords,  who  were 
much  affliifled  thereat,  though  they  could  not  any 
way  prevent  it.  The  lord  Philip  d'Artois,  count 
d'Eu  and  conftable  of  France,  was,  when  dead, 
opened  and  embalmed,  and  in  this  ftate  put  into  a 
coffin  and  carried  to  France,  where  he  lies 
buried  in  the  church  of  Saint  Laurence  at  Eu. 

When 


375 

When  the  ftiltan  Bajazet  was  completely  fatis- 
iied  as  to  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who  had  pledged 
rhemfelves  for  the  payment  of  the  two  hundred 
thoufand  ducats  as  the  ranfom  for  the  French 
lords,  the  two  ambafladors  from  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  were  impatient  to  return  to  France,  and 
carry  the  joyful  news  of  their  fuccefs  to  the  king 
and  other  lords  fo  greatly  interefted  in  it.  They 
took  leave  of  Bajazet  and  thofe  of  his  court  they 
were  the  moft  intimate  with ;  and,  as  the  regent 
cf  Flanders  was  in  his  favour,  the  gallant  fultan 
.ordered,  that  twenty  thoufand  ducats  Ihould  be 
deduced  from  the  two  hundred  thoufand  he  was  to 
receive,  and  given  to  the  two  knights,  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  great  pains  they  had  taken  .to  accom- 
plifh  thefe  treaties. 

The  two  knights  gratefully  thanked  the  fultan, 
as  they  had  reafon,  for  his  magnificent  gift,  and, 
after  taking  leave  of  the  Turkifh  court  and  the 
French  lords,  returned  to  Burfa.  They  there  left 
tihe  count  de  Nevers  and  his  companions,  waiting 
tlie  lords  de  Mathelin  *  and  d'Amine,  who  were 
to  come  for  them  in  their  galley,  and  embarked 
on  board  a.  fmall  palTage-gallcy  for  Mathelin.  On 
quitting  the  harbour,  the  fea  was  calm  and  the 
weather  temperate  ;  but  they  had  not  advanced  far 
before  it  changed,  and  at  length  became  fo  tem- 
peftuous  that  fir  GuifTebreth,  forely  tormented  by 

*  D,  Sauvage  flippofes,  jn  a  marginal  note,  this  mufl  be  the 
lord  of  the  ijland  of  Mitelino,  but  confciTes  his  iguorance  of 
the  other.  , 
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fea-ficknefs,  died  before  they  could  reach  Mathe- 
lin.  Sir  James  de  Helly  was  much  grieved  for  his 
lofs,  andj  engaging  a  Venetian  galley,  failed  to 
Rhodes.  He  publifhed  every  v/here  the  delive- 
rance and  fpeedy  arrival  of  the  count  de  Nevers 
and  his  companions,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  knights 
of  Rhodes.  On  his  arrival  in  France,  he  made 
the  king,  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  and 
the  nation,  happy  by  the  good  news  he  had  brought. 
Sir  James  fpoke  loudly  in  the  praife  of  his  com- 
panion, fir  GuifTebreth,  and  of  the  great  pains  he 
took  to  conclude  the  treaty. 

The  fultan  Bajazet,  having  had  every  thing  re- 
lpe(fting  the  ranfom  of  his  French  prifoners  fettled 
to  his  fatisfaftion,  refolved  on  allowing  them  more 
liberty,  for  indeed  they  v/ere  now  no  longer  pri- 
foners, and  invited,  them  to  his  pre  fence  before 
the  departure  of  the  ambafiadors,  to  fhow  them 
the  magnificence  of  his  eftablifhments.  They  were 
faid  to  be  very  grand  indeed  ;  and  immenfe  num- 
bers were  daily  attendant  on  his  perfon.  He  fent 
fome  of  his  principal  lords  to  invite  the  count  de 
Nevers  and  his  companions  to  the  caille,  where  he 
received  and  entertained  them  handfomely :  he 
ordered  all  things  they  might  want  to  be  delivered 
out  to  them  by  his  officers,  as  was  the  ufual  cuilom 
of  his  court.  The  fultan  converfed  daily  with  the 
count  de  Nevers,  by  means  of  an  interpreter,  and 
paid  him  much  refped,  for  he  knew  that  he  was, 
or  would  be,  a  very  great  lord  in  France,  by  the 
great  exertions  that  were  made,  and  the  large  fum 
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paid  for  his  ranfom,  which  was  enough  to  fatlsfy 
his  avarice,  having  fecurities  for  tht  amount  of  one 
milHon  of  florins. 

The  other  French  lords  were  equally  aftonifhed 
with  the  count  de  Nevers  at  the  power  and  ftate 
of  Bajazet.  He  was  attended  by  fuch  numbers, 
that  they  were  always  encamped,  for  no  town  could 
lodge  them ;  and  the  expenfe  muft  have  been 
very  great  to  fuppiy  fo  many  with  food.  It  was 
furpriling  where  fuch  quantities  came  from,  not- 
withftanding  the  natives  of  warm  climates  are  very 
temperate  in  their  diet,  eating  but  little  meat, 
living  on  fpices  and  fugar,  of  .which  they  have 
abundance,  as  well  as  goats'  milk,  the  common 
beverage  of  the  Turks  and  Saracens,  and  they 
have  plenty  of  bread  made  of  millet. 

The  fultan  had  at  this  time  feven  thoufand  fal- 
coners, and  as  many  huntfmen  :  you  may  fuppofe 
from  this  the  grandeur  of  his  eftablifhments.  One 
day,  in  the  prefence  of  the  count  de  Nevers,  he  flew  a 
falcon  at  fome  eagles  :  the  flight  did  not  pleafe  him  -, 
and  he  was  fo  wroth,  that,  for  this  fault,  he  was 
on  the  point  of  beheading  two  thoufand  of  his  fal- 
coners, fcolding  them  exceedingly  for  want  of  dili- 
gence in  their  care  of  his  hawks,  when  the  one  he 
was  fond  of  had  behaved  fo  ill. 

Another  time,  when  the  count  de  Nevers  and 
the  French  barons  were  with  the  fultan,  a  poor 
woman  came  to  him  in  tears,  to  demand  juftice 
againft  one  of  his  fervants,  and  faid, — '  Sultan,  I 
addrefs  myfelf  to  thee,  as  my  fovereign,  and  com- 
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plain  of  one  of  thy  fervants,  who  is,  I  underfland, 
attached  to  thy  perfon.  He  this  morning  entered 
my  houfe,  and  feized  by  force  the  goat  milk  I  had 
provided  for  myfelf  and  children,  and  drank  it 
againft  my  will.  I  told  him  that  I  fhould  com- 
plain to  thee  of  this  outrage,  but  I  had  no  fooner 
uttered  the  words,  than  he  gave  me  two  great 
cuffs,  and  would  not  leave  me,  though  I  ordered 
him  in  thy  name.  Sultan,  do  me  juftice,  as  thou 
haft  fworn  to  thy  people  thou  wouldcft,  that  I 
may  be  fatisficd,  this  injury  be  punifhed,  and  that 
every  one  may  ..know  thou  wilt  fee  the  meaneft  of 
thy  fubje(5ts  righted.*  . 

The  fukan  was  very  rigidly  determined  that  all 
crimes  committed  within  his  dominions  fhould  be 
feverely  punifhed:  he  therefore  liftened  to  her 
attentively,  and  faid  he  would  do  her  juftice.  He 
then  ordered  the  varlet  to  be  brought,  and  con- 
fronted with  the  woman,  who  repeated  her  com- 
plaint. The  varlet,  who  dreaded  Bajazet,  began 
to  make  excufes,  faying  it  was  all  falfe.  The 
woman  told  a  plain  tale,  and  perfifted  in  its  truth. 
The  fultan  ftopped  her,  and  faid, — '  Woman, 
confider  well  thy  accufation  j  for,  if  I  find  thou 
haft  told  me  a  lie,  thou  flialt  fuffer  death.'  *  Sir,* 
replied  the  woman,  *  I  confent  to  it  j  for,  were  it 
not  true,  I  could  have  no  reafon  to  come  before 
thee,  and  I  only  aflc  for  juftice.'  '  I  will  do  it,* 
anfwered  the  fultan,  '  for  I  have  fo  fworn,  and  in- 
difcriminately  to  every  man  or  woman  within  my 
dominions.'     He  then  ordered  the  varlet  to  be 
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fcized,  and  to  have  his  belly  opened,  for  other- 
wife  he  would  not  have  known  if  he  had  drank 
the  milk  or  not.  It  was  there  found,  for  it  had 
nor  had  time  to  be  digefted  j  and  the  fultan,  on 
feeing  it,  faid  to  the  woman,  '  Thou  hadft  jufl: 
caufe  of  complaint :  now  go  thy  way,  for  the  in- 
jury done  thee  has  been  punilhed.'  She  was  like- 
wife  paid  for  her  lofs.  This  judgment  of  Bajazet 
was  witnelfed  by  the  French  lords,  who  were  at 
the  time  in  his  company. 
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